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if the firm saves only a few dollars, 1t
{s a reduction it could not obtain at the
general postoffice, and many of the
large houses in New York buy all their
stampsin this way. There are a hun-
dred concerns In New York, such as
wholesale flrms, commission houses,
insurance, rallroad and steamship com-
panies, that use more than a thousand
stamps a day, and the saving of a few
dollars on each 10,000 means something
in the course of the year.

#his  business ls well known and
there I8 good reason to bhedeve that
some J-ersons in New York nre shrewd
enorch to mahe a falr llving by heat-
ing the department, for thia is a scheme
tiat ran be vorked hoth way s nl nee
supy - = . fol jnstance, that you are the
pecretary of a large Insurance com-
pany, using A thousand stamps a day.
The postmadter at your town is pald by
the amount of his cancellations. You
are on friendly terms with him, as you
are with the postmaster at another
town near by, who is paid according to
hig gross receipts. You agree with the
first to bring out your mail every even-
ing, and are met by him at the train.

With - the other you arrange to talke |

6000 stamps a week, which he delivers
at your house In the suburba or at your
ofMee in town. From both you get a
commlesion, from ‘the one for the
stamps and from the other for the
mailing. NoWw, put the two together
and you will find that you are getting
at Teant one-fourth of your stamps for
nothing. The stamp bill of your flrn
is $6,000*a year and you are receiving
$1.500 a year for your trouble. Quite
an agreenble addition to the ordinary
salary, and ¥ou also have the pleasure
of knowing that you are helping two
frlends. Ags there Aare many men In
New York who are just as wide as you,
the department believes that this sort
of thing has been going on for years.
Of course nothing -can be donme with
the Individual, and with the postmaster
the department Iz restricted to a dils-
m!"ggc!ri}:'ne this Ia apparently a harmless
plece of businese enterprise, it works
great detriment to the department. to
the local officers and to the podtmas-
ters. The people who are engaged
jn it are defrauding the government
to this extent that they are com-
pelling It to pay twice for the serv-
jce performed, and they are ohtaining
their stamps at a discount, thus form-
jng a favored class. Amy one knows
that the government has always prided
1taelf on the fact that no matter how
many stamps A& person huys. he pays
the same price as the purchaser of one
).

Ht?‘;‘nl:e ev!l has spread all through the
country. There 18 scarcely an office in
the land where some one is not con-
dueting a business of this kind and
"making a profit out of it. We discov-
ered the extent of it when we took in
the amaller towns about Chicaego, Boa-
ton and Baltimore. In every case the
receipta of the office increased, and it
wan due, to a large extent, to the
fact that the office was getting the
busines: which belonged to it. There
ts no doubt that the receipts of the
New York oftice.are greatly affected
by this system, and that after the con-
solidation the recelpts will take an
upward tendency. The mame post-
masaters will become salaried clerks,
and they will no longer have the In-
centive to sell stamps In New York,
and they will cease the practice. Both
the New York postoffice and the de-
partment will be benefitted by it."

A KINGLY LOVE AFFAIR.

The voung King Alexander of Servia,
with the ald of Bela Rudnay, the chief
of police in Budapest, and a particu-
1arly beautiful young woman,has made
a tremendouns scandal which s sald to

have get the Obrenovie’s dynasty to tot-
tering.

It seems that this young man, whose
precocious mind, courage and force
startled the whole clviilzed world, 18
true to his heritage. He Is the son of
Milan, the worst spendthrift and the
mosat immoral belng in all Europe, and
of the heautiful Natalle, one of the
. most fascinating and most dangerous
of women, whoBe intrigues are almost
I worthy to be pilaced beside those of
former King Milan, her husband.

Young Alexander became enamored
of a music hall beauty. There ian’t the
slightest question about this. Nor is it
 particularly extraordinary In Servia.
{ But the young woman was arrested,
charged with trying to blackmall htia
. majesty, and herein les the ecrime.
Chief Bela Rodnay detlares that Miss
Rosa Benko wrote letters, In connec-
tlon with others, to the royal court of
Belgrade declaring that unless 1,000,000
francs were deposited with a certain
person very tender misasives and in-
seribed photographs presented by King
; Alexander would be published in the
newspapers.

The chief gave out an ofMicial report
in which he declared that he had made
a formal and thorough Investigation
‘vt found that the woman had never
known King Alexander, and it was
therefore Impossible that she should
have received letters written to her by
the king, and photographs as +well.

As a matter of fact, Hing Alexander
saw the beauty in Samosi’'s Orpheum,a
music hall that is popular, and was
wtrongly attracted to her. She was a
chorus girl, not then having risen to
‘the dignity of a role.

She was worthy of admiration. She
was 17 yvears old, rather tall for a wo-
man with a8 marvelous fine figure.and
a face that commanded attention. Her
|teatures were finely modeled, and she
,had the blackest hair and eves. Withal
ishe had great charm of manner.

The chorus girl. who lived in the
poorest surroundings and to whom the
'slmplest new gown was an event in her
life, was taken to the royal palace of
Relgrade about the firsat of last year.
She was provided with costly dresses

r fine jewels.

Natalle, the king's mother, knew of
Rosa Benko's antecedents, hut the
former queen eqid that her son must
marry before long and that he must
learn how to make love.

The chorus girl from the music hall
was introduced in court circles as the
niece of the King's physician and a

gentlewoman of birth. She quickly
adapted herself to her mew surround-
| ngs.

A court that had endured King Milan
for so long was not to be dlsturbed by
an inecident like this. It will be re-
memhered that on different occagsions
Milan intrcduced whole burlesgue and
comic opera companies into his palace
and entertained them or days.

But it appears that the chorus girl
who had won thefancy of the king in a
musle hall did not return his affection,
although he was the mont devoted of
admirere. She had more freedom than
might have been supposed, for it was
feared by those anxlous for the king
that he might become s0 deeply en-
tangled with the music hall girl as to
marry her and that would never do at
all 30 every posalble obstacle was
placed in Alexander's way to prevent
him from seelng Rosa. And this ac-
counts for the many letters and the
photogrephs which he sent her.

Rosa herself wags the ablest ally of
those who were fearful of the resufts
of the king's Infatuation. After four
months of the joys of the palace she
showed that she preferred others to the
king. Alexander suspected that his
chamberlain had supplanted him in
Rosa's regard,

The young king of Servia 18 no weak-
ling. He Is only 22, but he proved his

power when he was 17. Up to that time
he ruled under a regency and had little
power. He wns pot to become King In
fact until he was 21. But the hoy ruler
effected A coup d'etat that startied Ru-
rope. He calmly announced that he
should rule. dismissed the regent and
arrested the ministers. He was there-
after a real puler.

“When Alexander found that Rosa
was a flirtatious minx he wasted no
time in entreaties. He swiftly ordered
her out of the palace and left her to
shift for herseif.

Rosa Benko returned to Budapest, It
was natural enough that she should
talk about her experiencea in court,
Harzmann, the owner of a music hall,
who has since come to New York, en-
gaged her for his stage. It was first
necesgsary that her voice should have a
little training.

The young woman’s debut was an-
nounced to take place alx weeks ago.
Bhe was advertised a8 Rosa Benko-
Roget Alexi-Obrenovica, queen of the
Orient.

This was carrying matters to a great
step. If King Alexander chose to take
a singer of burlesque Into his palace it
was one thing and the world was not
supposed to know ahout it. But when
the young woman advertizsed as the de-
clared sweetheart of the kidg it was
apother.

The day before Rosa was.to Mmake her
appearance Chlef of DPolice Rudnay
summoned the young woman and Man-
ager Harzmann befdore him. The om-
cinl sald that Rosa could not appear
under the advertised name. Of course
the manager and singer sald they
would obey the order,

When Rosa Benko returned to her
home she found another high police of-
ficial walting for her. He had a search
warrant and on the strength of it he
took away all the letters that King
Alexander had sent her ns well as the
pictures.

That is, the oMeclal took all the letters
he could find. The most Important
packet the far-slghted Young woman
had concealed elsewhere. And she
gtiil hae them in her posaession.

It Is true that two men did attempt
to extort money by blackmall, and
Joseph Kovace and one Welss Were
tried for the offenge. It was not deemed
wise to try Rosa because of that packet
of letters, go the pollce a few weekns ago
egscorted her to the frontier and told
her never to enter Hungary again.

These things have stirred up the
Servians. It may result in the over-
turn of the dynasty. It will be remem-
bered that King Mllan was forced to
abdicate because of his eacapades, and

if his son follows in his footateps he
cannot last long as a ruler,
Rosa Benko Is furious, and she

threatens to
which would
Hervia.

NORTH CAROLINA'S HOSPITALITY.

Trenton, Jones Co., N. C.,
January 31. 18983,

“We highly appreciate the news from
Utah and other paris contalned in your
paper, and especially the good the re-
ports from Hlders of Ieraet in thelr re-
spective flelds of labor. It always causes
our hearts to rejolce to hear of the suc-
ceps of our co-laborers in truth.

‘We are pleased to Inform you that
we have Splendid puccess In our labors
here in Jones county; tnany very kind
friends to entertain us,.and rRome who
are earnestly Invesatigating the glori-
ous plan of salvation—the Gospel of
Jesus Christ. Many are converted here,
but they haven’t had the courage to
come out and accept It yet, because
Mormonlsm fis not popular with the
world, The Gosnel has never been In
sympathy with the majority of man-
kind, for Christ sald (John, 16th chap.

disclore many things
add to the fever In

s



