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| [From the New York World.] |
THE GREAT THROUGH ROUTE.
'3 v y —

Fi!tilm:l ago the president of the Cincin-
nati, Hamilton and Dayton Railroad, S. S.
IL’Hommedieu, Esq., went westward from this
city by meansof the fastest conveyances then
at commind. He states that gtthe exniration
of sixty-three days he arrived at Lis poial of
destination and present home, Cincinnati,
few days since tEi: same gentieman arrived in
New York from the Queen City, having ac-
complished the jrurney of eight hundred miles
and more, by way of the Atlantic and Great
Western Railway, in about tbirty-six hours.
In going west in 18G4 all possible speed was
used by Mr. L. to reach the Yanks of the Ohio,
but on the late return trip there was no hurr
manifested, and the results in the two in-
stances form a neat practical illustration of
the adage, ““The more haste the less speed.”

A brief telegram has already informed the
Puh‘lic of the completion of tha connection

Ink in the great broad gauge route between
the Atlantic and the Mississippi—the Atlantic
#nd Great Western Railway; but particulars
concerning the accomplishment of this magni-
ficent undertaking have not as yet been broad!

ublished, Indeed, so quietly has the work ot

uilding the road progresszd that, now itis
done, we doubt it one traveler ina hundred |
can name the Territory through which it

g:sun.- Yet from a variety of causes thisis
stined to be the great passenger, mail and
freight route between Boston, New York and
Philadelphia on the seaboard, and Cleveland

Cincinnati, Chicago and St. Louis, and other fer everything have been ma'e from Loudon| -

ﬁincipal cities of the lake districts, and the
iasigsippi valley.

The vafuz of this road to the public gen-
erally, to the cities whose traffic is to be en-
larged and facilitaled by means of this new
channel of uninterrupted commun cation be-
tween the East and the Wes?, as well as the
benefit to be derived from it by the agricultu-
ral and mining communities of Western New
York, Western Pennsylvania and Central
Ohio, could not be sufficiently estimated frem
any statistical array of figures and facts that
we might offer. "An idea of the resalts that
must of necessity follow the intreduction of a
system of railroading on a scale o unpara!'-
leled can, however, be formed by those who
are best acquainted with the various sources
of wealth waich the iron-borse has, in times
past, been used to develop in this richly-en-
dowed land. The Erie Canal, inaygurated
with such eclat years ago, has been of Lhe first
advantage to this and neighboring states; but
the impetus which the union of the great fakes
with the Hudson gave to commerce is no
ample criterion for estimating the importance
-of the newly-ordered steam route. The enter-
prise is entitled to rank with such mnoble
schemes as the Atlantic cable, tae Pacific
railroad, the Alpine tunuel, and the Russo-
American electric wire, .

THE INCEPTION AND PROGRESS OF THE WORK,

As far back as the year 1851, Marvin Kent,
Es}, conceived the idea of establishing a su-
T!er' or line of communication between the Ecie
ailway, at or near Buffalo, and the Ohio and
Mississippi road, running between C.ncinnati
_4nd St Louis. ¥#a soon associatel other
fetive gentlemsn with him, and a charter
was obtained from the State of Ohio, and a
company duly organized. In 1837 the Atlan-
tlc and Great Western Railroad Company of
Pennsylvania was organized, and in 1859 that
of New York. The work of construction was
begun about the
tween that period and the year 1857 the Erie
and New York City Company built a few
miles of adiitional. track wpon their line,
which was afterward purchased by the new
interest in this state,
~The financial ecrisis of 1857 brouzht the
business of con truction in Pennsylvania and
New York to a stand-bill, but in the spring of
1850 work was resume ! on_the Pennsylvauia

- division, anu a year latér on that of New-

York. _
Uunder the then existing contracts, t'e New
York. division and eleven miles of the P _nn-

eylvania poition were pushed forward nearcly.

* to-completion. The war cldad which eoon
after broke upon the country made .the prose-
cution of tiie undertaking more arduous than
had been anticipated, and certainly in'a great
measure shook the faith of the authors of the
enterprise. Upon the death of one of the
coantractors, Mr. Hewry Doolittle, the geveral
campanies released the surviving contractor
from all obligations to prosecute the fabor,
and pettled down to wait until the war was
over for somsthing to turn up. It will be re-
marked that from the year ’51 to *61 the work
wag only begun. Itis patent to everybdy
that no in.lividual or corporation in America
eould bhave been induced to embark capital to
anything like the extent required for the ful-
fillm~nt of a design of this sort, and noboly
thought of going abroad to look for parties
‘who would invest in so seeming'y hazardous
a venfure as this certainly appeared during
the first year of our war,

Bat, to the surprise of sage financiers and
experienced railroad men, an offer was one
day received from Jawes Mclienry, Esq., of
London, banker, to a:sume control of the pro-
posed roads and build at once. So agreeable
4 shock coming from so unexpacted a quarter,
it s fair to be presumed, nearly took away
the senses of the three corporations. Never-
theless the bid was duly canvaseed and ac-
cepled, and for bwith Mr. McHenry dis-
patched T. W, Keunard, Esq., engineer, to
organize & working force and carry out the
great object in view Mr. Kennard was ap-
polabed engineer-in-chief and general mana-
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y |as fast as procurel,

! L. Yallandigham, oun the Little Miamni.

year 1853 in Oh o, and be- |
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ger, with instructions to spare no expense in
opening up the best built road in America.
Eizlhteen months ago, Mr. Kennard becan

| topographical surveys werc taken, four or five

hundred miles of track were order-d and re
ceived from England, excavations were made,
embankments thrown wp, forests felled,
bridges constructed, depots, freight houses.
1l.nn::rtf.-lﬂ;,, and macbine sbhops were commenced,
ane track-laying proceeded at the rate of one
mlle per day.

Mr. Kennard made no contracts for any
portion of all this immense work—everything
was done ‘ag day’s work, under his ownsuper-
vision. Meantime rolling stock was ordered
in various parts of the country and put to use
Mr. Kennard, finding
that the engine makera could not supply him
' with motive power to meet hisiexpectations
‘and requirements, leased the Jersey City Loco-
motive Works, and is there having built ope
hundred first-class locomotives. The diffi-

culty of keeping laborers at work daring the
;war excitement, more esp-cially when draft-
‘ing was emminent and bounties were high,
' greatly embarrassed the mapager’s plans—

i

y otherwise the road would probably have re- |

‘ceived its finishing touches at his hands some
lime since. As it was, he imported fifteen

JEAT.
-;n!ﬁced him to do, what, accordin
| English or American precedent, shouwld have
' occupied ten or fifteen years, even in the best
.and most undisturbed of times. Payments

through Mr. McHenry, and the total expendi-
ture for construction and outfit has, weaunder-
atand, reached the fizures $15 000,000. We
submit that, for once, Ameiican enterprise

strangers. The Jesson has been short but
 effectual, and its benefils we hope will prove
lasting in many ways.

|
THE ROUTE.

The Atlantic and Great Western Railway
taps the Erie Railway at the village of "Sala-
‘manea (so called after the great Span:sh
| financier, who for a time joined M». McHenry
|in furnishing capital for the road), eizhty-
three miles west of Hornellsville, on the direct
route to. Dunkirk, N, Y. Thence the track
follows asouth-westerly courseto Jainestown,
' N. Y.; then into. Pennsylvania to Meadville,
Crawlord county—distance one buandred and
three miles. From Meadville—which is the
'headquarters of the road, amnd whose longi-
tude furnisbes the standard of time by which
frains are run—the line extends, still presery-
|ing the same direction, over into Trumbull
 county, Ohio. Pas:iig from thence throuzh

~a fertile and slightly rolling country, the road |

'enters the Mingo valley and -callsat Dayton,
|a thriving city of twenty-eight thousand in-
habitants, and the residence of Hon. Clement
Here,
in railroad parlance, it “‘atraddles? the Cin-
cinnati, Hamilton and Dayton road, «nd occa-
pies it for a distance of sixly mies Lo the
Queen City of the west.
miles from Salamanca to Ciocinnati is four
hundred and forty-seven. .Here the line meets
the Oliio and Mississippi road lead ng into St
Louis; a distance of three bundred and forty
miles, Adding these distances to that of the
Erie road between New York and Salamanea,
we discovered a total of exactly twelve bun-
' dred miies of wide track, over which freight
and passengers are ta be transported in tha
' carriages of the Atlantic and G eat Western
Company without change. But this isnutall.
From Leavittsburg, near the Ohio and Penn-

by its own branch, now in full working .order,
to Cleveland, distance fifty miles. _
Corry, on- the Pennsylvania division, Mr.
| Kennard has built the Oil Creek Railway,
.Igulng to Titusville, twenty-seven miles; from
| Meadville, the Franklin Branch, to Ou City,
thirty-five miles; besides which be bas, with
the consent of other parties interested, | ased
for nipety-vine years the DMahouing road,
seventy-eight miles long, from Leaviltsborg
to Youngstown. Work has also been com-
menced upo>n the Buffalo division, leadipg to
that lake port from Salamanca, a length of
about sixty miles. Thisbranch, itisintended,
shall be carried across the Niagara river upon
a suspension bridge and form a junction with
the Canadian roads. A continvation of the
gix-foot gauge from Cleveland to Chicsgo, we
presuwe, is contemplated. The Hartford and

| Erie Company Have already begun to build a

a broad-pauge track from Hartford to Fish-
kill on the Hudson, which, when cotnpleted,
will unite B)ston more closely by many miles
with the émporium of the Miesissippi. This
werk is being pushed vigorously.

From the foregoing hurried statementsit
will be seen that the Atlantic and Gréat
Western Company bave built, or are buiiding,
upward of five hundred miles of ‘road and
lea-ed seventy-eighr, and therefore will cecupy
in eheir o vn rignt about s'x hundred miles of
track. The eqguipment of
branches is in a very advanced state, as may
be readily inferred from the energy displayed
in bringing the main work'to comp!etion,

PRI THE TRACK.

Lest the techenical phrage “broad gnage
track” way not be thorough!y understood b
everybody, we, will explain that the guage or,
width of most American railway tracks is
from four feet and eight inches to four feet
ten,, We believe that Mr, Lipcoln, to whom
the decision of the question was referred, has
.lgini:ermintd %thu guage of the proposed

Iajﬁ:t road shall be five fcet and a’balf, but
that ia not a genuine bread-guage as under-
L s g “-‘. 1:1 W 1-:;.-- e -‘._- “,h
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‘where h s predecessors had left of N w

thousand lahorers from Canada during the last |
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stood by Engzlish and American railroad men, | er, is Adjutant General Wi'liams.—Gen, Hunt,
‘From six to seven feet is thestandard of the ' Chief of Artillery, a hearty-faced, frank-
‘English broad-gnage, The twelve bundred handed man, whos» black hair and whiskers
mil+8 of road herein described is gix feet in bhave the least touch of time, lounges at the

breadth. Cars from ten feet six to eleven foot of another tree, holding lazy converse
with one or two m mbers of his staff. Gen,

feet wide are used. This extra allowance of |

a couple of feet, er perbaps a yard, of room ‘ Ingals, Chief Quartermasterof the army, than
is qui e as important to a passenger as would |whom no more imperturbable, efficient or
be the additional iweh upon the en! of man’s courteous presence is here, plays idly and
nose.  Expert engineers prohounce the Atlan- |smilingly with a riding-whip, tossing a tells
lic and Great Western a
‘ed, the anost substantial, and probably the officers, and orderlies, and horses thickly
smoothest road in the country. It is remark- strew the grove. The sunlight streams in, a
able for its immense stretches of straight |little breeze begins to sigh; a little thought
track. - There are really no sharp curves from |of peace has come, perhaps, to the minds of
Salamanca to Cineinnati, and some of the these men overladen with the thoughts of
tangents are from fifteen to twenty miles in war. |

Jdength, In Ohlo a piece of the line follows a | o ® . . g

given course, with but one slight deviation,| About the middle of the day General John
for upwards of seventy miles, twenty miles of ‘Sedgwick, who, gince the march from Bandy

even a dirt road bas yet been made. Upon out with Lieut. Col. McMahon, his chief of
these extensive tangents wonderful speed can stafl, to the advanced line of breastworks oc-
be oltained with perfect safety, sitce the en- rr:u[:ried by bis men. A little hum of lead/n
gineer can see his track for a mile, or it may |bees about this place caused the soldiers in
be for t'xo or three wiles, ahead Mureaver,"bﬁ works to dodge and duck their heads.
‘ther~ are no heavy grades, the descent or as- | The General smiled at them good naturedly—
‘cent being extremely moderate {or the length |he had a winning smile. Finally a bee hum-
of roadway, 7The Erie road, in the first bun- med so near a poor Irishman’s auricle that be
dred miles' fromm Bergin tunne!, rises sbout |dropped down upon his face.

four bindred feet, but there is no greater va- | wick touched him with his foot, in humorons

>ut the best b allast- |ing word or two hither and thither.—Staff

which is through a forest through wiich not | Station, had never left his command, walked

General Sedg-

and sagacity has been fairly eclipsed by |

1ed to bear in other times!

jand tunalt and passing on

The total number of

sylvania state line, the Tiunk line is tapped,

From

the rca? and]

‘State and the Olio river.

| - .-

BATTLE PICTURES.

| We clip the followi g from the correspon-
'dence of the World:

~There in thedeplhs of these ravines, under
‘the shadows of these trees, entangled in that
‘brushwood, is no pomp of war, no fluttering
of banpers in an uukindred breeze, ne solid
tramp of marchin: battalions, no splendid
strategy of the fields Napoleon loved to fight
on Toere a saturnalia, gloomy, hidden, des-
perale, rages confin d. The metallic, hollow
crack of musketry is like the clanking or great
chains about the damned; that sullen vell of
the enemy, a fiendish protest and defiance.
How the bours lag, how each minute is freight-
td with a burden that days would have groan-
_ Still the sad, shud-
A ring procession, emerging out of the smoke
Siill the appeal-
ing eyes and cleuched bands andquivering lim b8
of human creatures, woige than helpless,
whose fizhting is over. The patie are fall of
them, the roads are thick wi h them, the for-
est seems to tale up the glow. movement and
move with them like giants hovering over the
funeral of ouwr Lilliputians. Piled in awm

lanices, they move on still further yet, while
the torturer of bat le plies’ on below making
more vietims,—lIHere and there, beside some
path, you shall gee a heaped blanket, labelied.
by some thoughtful bearer, with the name the
corpse beneath boré in life; and there. you
shall come acro3s a group of men bending
over one wouuded past belp, and dy ng an ag-
onized dea'h. And oft:n—too oflen—the
shamgpful spectacle of one beaiing a weapon,
unbiurt, pallid, and fear stricken, flits through
an op*ning toward the rear and is gone. You
shall meet wi h soldiers in groups of one,two,
or three hiden in some thicket or coolly mak-
ing coffee by ‘the roadside. = And hearing the
the roar of battle below and peeing the bloody
trail of the battle behind, it shall bea g ad
thing to see these men bunted by officers back
with curses to the r.nks to share the the dan-

gers of their noble comrades. {
‘ " . . . " "

Gen. Grant mounted one of his sp'endid
horses at headquarters, and m-de a partial
tour along the lines. (Fen, Sedgwick aad his
staff, weary wi'h incessant marching and
fighting, lounged under some bushes by the
Gesmania plank roadside.—General Grant
rode up. Gen. Bzigwick went out to meet
him, ' .
Don’t get up, General; T just came down for
a little visit—that’s ali.”? :
The Lieutenant-General had a. taking ‘way
with him when he choose—a straight-forward
way, appropriate to the man he met.  The

talked a quiet talk. 7The day grew hotter, a
bridt ing line of battle stretching through the
woods and across the road and up the slope
bebind them, seethed and simmered in the sul-
try, dusty air. '

No serious work would be done that day,
if all the signs were true. .

Gen. Grant remounted, fo'e to head-guar-
ters in the pine giove up the road, threw bim
self against a tree, and began to drows».

A drowsy anil eu jous scen . Tune Lieute-
nant-General bere, at the foot of a tree, on*
leg of bis trowsers sl pped above his boots,
his han (s limp, his coat in confusien, his
swore equipments sprawling on. the gronud,
not even the weight of sleep erasing that per-
sistent expression of the lip which held a con-
stant promise of something to be done. And
there, at the fcot of another tree is General
Meade—a Military b t, with the rim turned
down, about his ears, tapping a scabbard with
bis fingers, and gazing abstractedly iuto the
depths of the earth, through eye-glasses that

y [should become historic. ~ General Humphreys,

| chief of staff—a spectacled, iron-gray middle
aged officer, of a pleasant smile and manner,
who w.ars his trousers below after the man-

dent and serene, passes yonder to and fro.
That rather thickset officer, with closely trim-
ed- whiskers, and the Kkindest of eyes, wuo
uever betrays a harsh impatience to any com-

A year and a half, however, bhas riation than this probably in the Atlan'ic and | disdain: ‘Pooh,

pooh, man! who ever heard

g toall Great Weslern g.ade b-tween New York | of a soldier dodging a bu'let? Why, they
_sfcouldn’t hit an elephant at that distance!”

There was a’'laugh at this, even though the
straggling was yet hummed unpleasantly
around. The General was still swiling over
the banter, when Col. McMahon heard the
buzz of a bullet eulminate in what seemed an

|explosion close beside him,

““Toat must have been an explosive bullet,
General.”

No answer, Buat asthe face of General
Sedgwick slightly ‘urned toward the beloved
officer at his side, a curious, gad, not despair-
ing, but almost con'ented smile was upon it.
Another moment and the form of the General
fell helpl ssly backward. It was caught by
Col. McMahon as it fell. A ball bad entered
the face just below the left eye, pierced the
brain, and passed out at the back of the head.

He never spoke afterward, though he
bresthed softly for awhile. He will never
speak again, to command or to caress; to pun-
ish with disdain and censure; to elevate with
reward an! praise. O, noble sixth corps;
tried and true eixth corps; though you have
been saddened by the dea.h of many corrades,

two commanders sat down by the ro.d aud |

ner of leggins, and is in all thicgs in’d«spt«.::n-1

\

¢id you ever weep fora comrade like this?

| A e your deeds so high, your bauners so glo-

rious, now that be who directed them is fal-
len? Are your lost ones so low, now that he
slumbers ,among them? Ob, well you may
speak solt, lips that have shouted defiance;
well may you toll glowly, guns that have
wrung “conquest at his willl He sleeps; let
the battle sleep ior a time. ' He honored the
battley let the battie do liim this honoi!

o

UNION AND REBEL GENERALS. .}

A PLAY UPON NAMES,

. Celerity is considered a big'thing in war.
So is promptuess. We believe there is only
one General in the Soutbern army who always
wets up IKaily, albeit tuere was one resigned
who was habituaily Pryor in rising. Though

'the rebel officers are ratbher noted for rapid

movements, there are two* decided Po.ks
among them, and one who is continually Cum-

mirg, yet does not come along.
B .t we bave a Slucuw ourselves, and though
we may have a G neral Huntafter the Rebels,

Huant-r Liwmself, occasional y f2il to bag the
rascals, seeing which General K tchumought
Lo resigo, unless e can prove thathe knows
Howe. By hanging on thie enemy’s rear it
grems 'o us that Genperal Hindwman, at least,
ought to be caught, , ,

Tiis sar bas brought forward, more or less
conspicuously, severai military names, There
are Pickett, of Virgima, Battle of Tennessee,
and S sughter of Alabana, on the Rebel side.
Plrfer woud do to put in the baud, and Field
isi’c inapprapriate tora gcene of operations,
Sieele 18 not so bad either, and we fi .d Steele
common to arwmies. 1'here 18 mo wuse for
Shieds 1n our wodern warfare, at any rate
since the Sien.mucah Vailey campaign. of
1802, thougit tbe Rebels coniinue to ewploy-
ArCUrTs, y

Moun aitous as. some parts of the South
are, there are H'lis down Lhere that seem-to
be par icu a'ly baid Lo get over, aud a Biecks
intutze. BPeuse Forrears, heavy Woods, and

(difficult Ruodes are oceasio ally to be seen.
| Bogks and Brooks diversi'y the piospect,

though 1T tust be stated tbat the latter are
not produced by tie Rainsof North Carolina,
and or reourae nct by the Rains that fell at
Stone River. We don’t know much about tlfe
Revel Lane, but are advised that this 18 dtfer-
ent from the (amous Longstreet. How leng
that is we are 1ol ap, rised, though we have
geen the mention of Miles. In cur army we
have no Generai H1l's. We havg a Meade,
a Parve, Woods, Brooks, and a Tower; tha
latter, however, not remackably tall.

There i8 no whisky in the Soathern army,
owing, we suppose, to the difficully of procur-
ing that article. There is, however, or latey
wds, Kimmel, and wbatever ale can be got
out of Adams. Asto our own army, thorgh
'we keep a Batler, we don’t indulye in any-
thing stronger tban Meade. |
ter on the list; be is out at ‘present. ' 'L'his re-

Dewijohn) Porter, the ‘Administration s'voe

some of our comwmanders, including the old"

There 18 a -

fers to the Andiew brand, Fitz-John, (et .
off iom in 1862, What with thelaws of Con- _ |
"'r‘f"_ .;,.:__..,.-..'- =5 :'l'-l‘.' o -1-#Il‘¥ l it -
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