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REMARKS.

By President GEO. A, SMITH, deliver-
o in the Now Tabernacle, October SEA,

HEPORTED BHY JOHN GRIMSHA W]
rs adificult undertaking to address
< iimmense audience. If & man com-

pctiees speaking loud, in a short time
s voiee gives out: \l‘llf‘h‘:lu, il he
commendcs mther fow, he may raise his

Admsellin speaking some length of time.
iat with children erying, a few persons
ylspering, and some shuMing their
fiws, it i3 indeesd a difMicult task to make
s amdience of ten thousand lu-r\-nu-\!

i=tructions of omr hrethren from |
smmencement of our Conference to
present time. 1 have rejoiced in

e testimonies. 1 have feit that the
Flders are improviog in wisdowm, in
hnow ledge, inpower and in understand-
ing: and [ rejoice in the privilege, which
we have at the present dayv, of sending
out to our own country, a few hundred
o the Flders who have had experience,
who have lived in Israel long enough

L+ know, to feel and to realize the im-
wrtance of the work in which they are
vingaged —to understand its principles
vl comprehend the way of life. They
can bear testimony to a generation that
s nearly grown from childhood since
(e ddeath of the P!Dphl‘l. Joseph Smith.
the Lord sald In relation to those

whio have driven the Saints that He
would visit “Jadgment, wrath and in-
'nation, watling and anguish, and

wshing of teeth upon their heads unto |

ey rr[h‘ht not and hate me =aith the
Lord your God."”

v hat fameous for its literary Institutions,
its learning and the religion and morality
of its inhabitants. [ left there in my

vouth, with my father’s fimily, hecause | Now, instead of God’s blmlug Rachel
wo had recvived the Giospel of Jesus |and Jacob and their offspring, as we are
e ' vealed  through  Joseph | told He did, we might have expected

arist, as  reveake : giv Joseph | omething entirely rent, had it not
“mith: and followed with the =Saints

through their drivinegs amd trials unto
L he present 'l:lb\'.
I have ' never scen the oceasion, nor
! the opportunity slip, froma the time
when I first came to & knowledge of the
trath of the work of the Lord in the
Iast days, that I understood it was in
my power to do good for the advance-
nent of this work, but what [ have used
iy utmost endeavors to accomplish that
good. T have never failed to bear a
Mithful testimony to the work of God,
or to carry out to all intents and purpos-
v4, Lhe wishesand designs of the Prophet,
Joseph Smith. I was his kinsman; was
familiar with him, though several years
his Junior; knew his views, his senti-
ments his ways his designs, and many of
the thoughts of his heart, and I do &now
that the servants of God, the Twelve
A podtles, upon whom he laid the author-
ity to bear off the Kingdom of' God, and
tulfil the wark 'whieh he hiad commenc-
«|, ~have dene secording to his designs,
in every particular, up to the present
time, and are continuing to doso. And
\ know, furthermowe, that he rejoiced in
the fact that the law of redemption and
(‘elestial marriage was revealed unto
e church in such a manger that it
would be out of the power of earth and
hell to destroy it; and that he rejoiced
in the faet that theservants of God yere
ready prepared, having the keys to bear
off the work he had eo enced.
Previous to my leaving Potadam, there
was but one man that I ever heard of in
that town who did net belleve the Bible.
He proclaimed himself an atheist and
ey drowned himself,
he Latter-day Saints believe the
Bible. An agent of the American Bible
society ealled on me the other day and
wanted to know If we would aid the
Society in circulating the Bible'in our
Feritory? 1 replied yes, Ly all
ineans, for it was the book from whieh
we were enabled to set forth our doe-
irines, ANd @&Specially the doctrine of
I;lllrﬂl mm.
Thereis hn opition in the'breasts of
many pemh.,—whomppole that they
belleve the Bible,—that Christ, when He
came, did away\ with plural marriage,
wnd that He inangurated what is termed
monogamy; and there are certain argu-
ments and quotations usedto l:lil.lllltlﬁ-l'4
this view ofthe subject, one of which is
" found in Paul’s first epistle to Timothy
+ chap. 2 va,), where Paul says: “A
Bishops houldbe blameless the husband
of one wife.” The friendsof monogamy
render it in this way: “A bishop should
e blameless, the husband of hut one
wife.”  Thatwotild imply that any one
it a bishop  might have more. 'But
they will say, “we mean—A bishop
~hould be blameless, the husband of one

| wives, Another passage is brought ﬁp
e

| tells us that it is very wrong to divorce
and that Moses permitted ﬁ becayse of
the hardness of their (the children of
| Israel) hearts. A man should leave
his father and his meother and cleave
unto his wife, and they twain should be
one flesh. That is the prinei lrru-
by degrees, and be able to sustain | ment E?L“ﬂi that a man shoul have but
] one wile.

places, certain eminent'men are referred
to as patterns of faith, purity, righteous-
ness and piety. For instance if you read
the  epistie of Paul to the Hebrews, the
[1th ehap., you find therein selected
[ have listened with pleasure to | those persons “who through faith sub-
dued kingdoms, wrought hteousness,
obtained promises, stopped mouths
of lions,” quenched - the violence of fire,
escaped the edge of the sword, out of
weakness were made stron waxed
valiant in fight, turming to ﬁlg
armies of the aliens;”” and It is said by
faith Jacob blessed the two sons of Jos-
;Th. and that he conferred upon them a
»

everlasting hills.”” Whd was Jose t}?
Why, Joseph was the son of Racge.
And \lifh() was Rachel? lhcbei was the
second wife of Jacob, a ist.
Jacob had four wives; and .R:gm
taken the second, (Rachel) she, being
barren; gave a third wife unto her hus-
band that she might bear children unto
him for her; and instead of belng “dis-
pleased with her for giving her husband
another wife, God heard her prayer,
blessed her, worked a miracle in her
favor, by opening her womb and she
bear a son, and ecalled his name Joaokh
rejoicing in God, whom she testi o&
would give her another son. The ques-
ltinn now arises—were not Rachel and
Jacob one flesh? Yes. Leah and Jacob
were also one flesh. Jacob is selected b

e third and fourth generation, so long | the Apostle 'aul as a pattern of faith
for Chiristians to follow; he blessed his
twelve sons, whom he had by four wives.
_ The law of God, as it existed in those
U o g native of Potsdam, St Law-| days, and as laid down in this book (the
nee County, New York,—a town some- | Bible) makes a child born of adultery or
} of fornication a bastard; and the same is
prohibited from entering into the con-
gregation of the Lord unto the tenth
generation.

been that God was pleased with and ap-
probated and sustained a plurality of
wives,

we will inquire, did the Savior in any
place that we can read of, in the course
of His mission on the earth, denounce
a plurality of wives? He lived in a na-
tion of Jews; the law of Moses was in
force, plurality of wives was the custom,
and thousands upon thousands of rople.
from the highest to the lowést In the

land, were _J:olystmi-h- The Bavior|gthers had a plurality. These artr the

u men who are referred to in scripture as|
patterns of piety and parity. David had
many wives. The scripture says that
David did that which was right in the
eyes of the Lord and turned not aside
from anything that he commanded him
all the days of his life, save in the mat-
ter of Uriah the Hittite, 1 K 15 eap.
5vs. [ have found David son of
Jesse, a man after mine own heart which
shall fulfill all my will. Of this man’s
seed hath God;according to His promise
raised unto Israel a Savior, Jesus.” Acts

denounced Itery; He denounced for-
nieation; He denounced lust; also, di-
voree; but isp}hem a ll.t‘:g!e len::noe as-
serting that plurality of wives is wrong?
If so, where Is lt'.” Who ecan find it?
Why did he not say it was

“Think not,” said He, ‘‘that I atn come
to destroy the law or the Prophets. I
am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.
Not one jot or one tittle shall pass from
the law and the Prophets; but all shall
be falfilled.” Of what does the Bavior
speak when He refers to ‘‘the law?”
Why, of the Ten Commandments, and
other rules of life commanded by God
and adopted by the ancients, and which
Bro. Pratt referred tmmrdaEnhow-
ing you from the sac

legislated and made laws for the

tion of a plurality of wives, (Exod. 21.10)
and that He commanded men to take a

of Revelations, written to the seven chur-
ches of Asia. Inthem we find the Evan-
gelist denounces adultery, fornication

wife only.” Well, that would also admit |

he, “all the clergy marry except the
bishop.” I replied, “you rvender the
saying of Paul differently from what we
do. We interpret it to mean—a b

should be blameless, the husband of one
wife at least;” and ““we construe it" said

ho\“dil:ﬁﬂy the opposite.” .
Now passage does not ve that
a man s=hould have but ﬂ.P':’rlz. ;t

only proves that a bishop should be a
married man. The same remark is made
of deacons, that they also should have

where the Savior speaks oY divorce.

In the New. Testament in various

ht the

lessing to the uttermost bounds ofunk

wad

While we are conside this subject,

book that God

lurality under some ecircumstances,
rother Pratt further showed that the

Evangelist, which we find in the book

Gen.
o Vv

e would have been uired at
helr hands. The nppooen;‘m
sometimes guote s passage in

the seventh chapter of Ro second
and third verses, 0 show thata
of wives & wrong; but when we come

read the passage it shows that a plaral-
ity of Ausbands is wrong. You can read
the for yourselves. In the forci-

ey
not go where any one has a plurality of
wives; and I am convinced that Abrahamn
will not turn out his own wives to receive
such unbelievers in God’s law. One
peculiarity of this parable is the answer
of Abraham to the application of the
rich man, to send Lazarus to his five
brothers “'lest they come into this Lhce
of torment,”” which was—*‘they ve
Moses and the phets, let them hear
them; and if they hear not Moses and
the prophets neither would they be per-
Il.ll&l h one rose from the dead.”
Moses® law provided for a plurality of
wives and the prophets observed that
law, and Isaiah predicts its observance
eveén down to the latter days. Isaiah,
in his 4th chap. and 1st and 2nd verses,
says “‘seven women shall take hold of
one man, saying, we will eat our own
bread and wear our own apparel only let
us be called by thy name to take away

our reproach. In that day shall the

branch of the lLord be beautiful and
lorious and the fruit of the earth shall
excellent.”
A reference to the scriptures shows that
the mtmawh of woman was to be barren
30 cap. and 23 va.:Luke 1 cap. nnd
=y :
We will now refer toJohn the Baptist.
He came as a fore-runner of Christ. He
was a lineal descendant of the house of
Levi. His father was a priest. John
the Baptist was a child born by miracle,

God having revealed to his father that

Elizabeth who had been many years
barren should bear ason. John feared

in the wilderness of Judea, declaiming

against wickedness and corruption in

the boldest terms. He preached against

extortion; against the cruelty exercised
by soldiers and tax gatherers. He even

was s0 bold as to rebuke the king on his

throne,to his, face for,adultery. Did he
say anything against a ’)urnllty of
o

wives? No; it cannot be found., Yet

thousands were believers in and prac-
ticed this order of marriage, under the
law of Moses that God had revealed.

In bringing this subject before you,
we cannot help saying that God knew
what was best for His le. Hence

He commanded them as He would have

them act. The law ""““;'ﬁj m.u!hﬁe
revious to Moses, a plural-

ty of wives. Abraham and Jacob and

13 cap. 22 and 23 va. Did David sin in
somany wives? No. In what,

then, did his sin consist? It was be-
cause he took the wife of Uriah, the

Hittite,—that is, violated the law of God

in taking her. The Lord had given him

the wives of Saul and would have given

him many more; but he had no right to

take l!:ilo wtli:o belongecfl .td‘:l ﬁtgthe‘fen hen
hedid so the curse o TY u

Lord made arrangements to protect

all intents and porposes, the lnmsh* mdhhwlm'mhkenlglﬁ

the first wife; and to shield and

the children oi;]I : bwelh from disinherit-

ho mig un

Rﬁfomw;{’vﬁ thomam:ofmg H

(Deut. ,21.15. ) were

written in L&e hw,-‘l-w hwm

the Savior says ‘‘not one jot or one tittle

shall pass away.” Continuing our in-

ﬁry, we passon to the of John

him and given to another. We w
now inquire in relation to the Savior

himself. From whom did he descend?
From the house of David a po

and if you will trace thé names of the

families unwg:‘ which he descended
you willl1 ﬂngf t l nmn;en of them had
a pluralit wives. OW appropriate
ltliouldilve been for Jesus, descend-
ing as he did from a nuaofn

to have denouneed this insti

and shown its sinful-
ness, had itbeen a sin! Can we sup-
pose, for one moment, If Patriarchal
were wrong, that He would,

silent concerning it or falled to denounce
the most pesitive manner? Then
i‘; - be and the
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