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bethe jervice has gib followingfOllOw ibiihk
account if haht betweena mongoose
or ichneumon and a cobra

vvewe thinkdink the long vexed question
whether the mongoose on being bitten
byshe cobra retires into the jungletinglej and
finds some antidoteantedote for the poison or
betheroetherhether the venom of the serpent pro-
duces no efrece upon the animal has
beenbeenaUawast settled on sunday last

in the mess house with
severalse officers of the regiment a ser
vant came and stated that a snake had
beinmenken to enter a hole in the ground
claciae to eherdwhbrethethe guard was we in
ivM entsent for a mongoose a tame
onene and the property of an officer and
putneham athethe hole
he soon began to scratch awayaway at the

earth and in half anau hour a fine cobra
about iyard long came forward with
head erect and hood distended to attack
the malmaimongoosegoose who seemed to care noth-
ing frethe reptile but merely jumped
out boyheof fhe way to avoid the blows which
theseesnake struckkatat him the mongoose
unfortunately had just fed consequent-
ly aiddid not now show much inclination
to gago in at him so we secured the snake
and carried him over to one of ththee offi-
cers

off-
icers to have the contest carried on therethere
afferfiffer the mongoose should have had
soinesome little time to get over his break 1

fast after a coupcouplecoupieleofof hours rest we
placed the cobra in a room with closedplaceddoor wwee having in the meantimemean time taken
up a secure station in the room from
which twee could observe all the move-
ments ofbf thetho combatants the mongoose
wa letiet in and the fight commenced
the mongoose approached the cobra

with caution butbat devoid of any appear-
ance of fear the cobra with head erect

I1i and body vibrating watched his
1 nent with evident signs of being aware

of how deadly an enemy he had to deal
with the mongoose was sosoon0n within
easy striking distance of the Shakeshake who
suddenly throwing back struck
at the mongoose with tremendous force
the mongoose quick as thought sprung
back out of uttering at the sam-esame
time savage growls again the hooded
reptile rose on the defensive and the
mongoose nothing daunted by the dis-
tendedtended jaws and glaring eyes of his
antagonist approached so near to the f

snake that he was forced not relirellrelishingshine
such close proximity to draw his head
back considerably this lessened con-
siderablysiderably his distance from the ground
the mongoose at once seeing the advan-
tageousta opportunity sprangsl at the cob
ras head and appeared to inflict as well
as to recereceiveiveaa wound again the com-
batantsbataants put themselves in a position to
renew the enencountercounte again the snake
struck at illshis wily opponent and again
the batterslat agility saved hipahun
it would tediousbe to recount in fur-

ther detail the particulars of about a
dozen successive rounds at the end of
which time neither combatant seemed
to suffer more than the other we will
limit ourselves to describing the final
and most interesting encounter the
foghfighfigilg hadchad lasted some three quarters of
an hour and both combatants seemed
to nerve themselves for a final encoun-
ter the cobra changed his position of
defence to that of attack seemingly de-
terminedtermined now to do or die slowly oz
his watchful enemy the cobra advanced
with equal courage the mongoose await-
ed the advance of his unvanquished foe
the cabra had now approached so close
that the mongoose owing to want of
space behind was unable to spring out
ofof reach by jumping backwards as he
haldonehadbad done in the previousious encounters
nimbly bounded straight up in the air
the cobra missed his object and struck
the ground underhim

immediately on the mongoose alight-
ing the cobra quick as thought struck
again and to all appearance fixed his
fangs in tbthe head of the mongoose the
mongoose as the cobra was withdrawing
bigheadhibishead after having inflicted the bite
instantly retaliated by fixing his teeth
in thread of the cobra this seemed
to convince the cobra that he was no
match for his fierce 6andnd watchful anta-
gonist and now no longer exhibiting a
teadleadhead erectandandaud defiant eye unfolded his
coil and ignominouslyignominiously slunk away
instantly the mongoose was onan the re-
treating foe and burying higbis teeth in
his brain at oneeonce ended the contest

i the mongoose now set to work to
devour midwidandenin a few minutes
had head and dwor three

inches of the body including the venom
so dreaded by allail we should have
mentioned before that previous to this
encounter the snake had struck an owl
which died within half an hour of the
infliction of the bite showing beyond
a doubt its capability of inflicting a
death wound

Afterthe mongoose had satisfied his
appetite we proceeded to examine with
a pocket lenslefis the wounds which he re

from the cobrabobr and in washing
away thetherondboodblond from one of these places
the lens discovered ththee broken fanfang of
the cobra inbedded in the head orthoortheof the
mongoose to discover whether there
was any truth in the assertion that the
mongoose owes its impunity from the
bite of the most venemousvenomous serpents to
its knowledge of an herb which is an
antidote to the poison or whether on
the other hand a prophylactic exists in
the blood of this extraordinary animal
rendering it innocuous to the bite of a
reptile fatal to all other animals we
have had the mongoose confined ever
since now four days ago and it is now
as lively and healthy as ever we con-
sider therefore that there no longer ex-
ists a doubt that in the blood of thette mon-
goose there is a prophylactic and that
the idea it derives its impunity from an
herb is one ofmany popular errors

from the hewbewew york meraldherald
REMARIABLEremarkable DISCOVERY

NEAR THE HEAD WATERS OF
THE mississippi

st anthony minn dec 3 1866

the monotony of our quiet little towiatown
has been considerably disturbed of late
by discoveries of a most curious and re-
markable nature which have beellbeen made
within a few days past in our midst
they are of so singular a character aass
to bbee beyond the pale of credence in the
minds of almost every one who has not
been a witness to the facts in the gasepasecase
but they are couchedvouched for by the citizens
of such known resrespectability and vera
city that the iness of the statement
in regard to them is placed beyond a
dodoubtabt

A mr reuben nesmith who lives in
a small house near the german catholic
church had occasion to go down into
the cellar on the evening of the inst-
ant to arrarrangeangeaa place for his winter
stock of potatoes which he had been
hauling that day from his farm about
two miles beyond while
engaged in putting together a temporary
bin and while digging to make room
for the timber used in conrconAconstructing it
his shovel come in contact with a plate
of iron which after being cleared of
eartle proved to be a trap door which
was secured by a curiously wrought
lock with heavy bolts runnrunninging into a
stoneatone beneath it was so much corrod-
ed by rust that a little pressure with a
crowbar caused the plate to give way
and upon staking it up an opening was
discdiscoveredovered beneath which a spiral stone
staircase led down into the earth be-
fore venturing down this staircase mr
nesmith communicated the fact of its
discovery to hishia brother in law mr
luther chamberlain and having pro-
cured a lantern proceedededea to
descend and after going down one hun-
dred anaand twenty three steps they found
themselves in a narrow horizontal
passage dug in the white sand which
as every one familiar with the geo-
graphical formation of the banks of the
upper mississippi lowsknows underlies a
strata of limestone proceeding along

I1 the passage a distance of about seventy
five feet they emerged into a spacious
artificial cave also excavated in this
whitesandwhitelandwhite sand this caveeave was of an oblong
form and leading out of it were several
smaller ante chambers all of which
gave signs of having been at some for-
mer day occupied as depositoriesrepositoriesdepositories ofsome
kind iron and copper implements of
a rough kind of workmanship were
found scattered about some of them
evidently having been used for excava-
ting purposes others for cooking uten-
sils the marks of firefiro being observable
on the latter on entering one of the
small ante chambers a number of rude
seats were found anhandand upon one side of
the room an elevated platform upon
which stood a rough hewn stone some-
thing like the reading desk of an episco-
pal church on the wall behind this
deskbak on either sidasido of a very colossal
human figure in base relief very curi-
ous hieroglyphics were found traced in
the white sand and an ornamental
tracery of peculiar design covered the
other three sides of the chamber in
the nexthext apartment a sort of stone
sarcophagus was founfoundduponupon the top of

which was laid airarr immense rock firm-
ly cemented to the burial case and
which required the united exertions of
four men to remove this being done
ahiman skeleton was found underneath
the bones of which crumbled to powder
immediately on exposure to the aiairr
several copper and iron ringrings were
found in the sarcophagus as also a curi-
ous silver ornament octagonal in shape
and carved in unintelligible characters
some of which correcorrespondedsbonded with ththoseose
upon the wall of the apartment above
referreferred to0

A third chamber was much larlargergerinin
extent than the others and the ceiling
was very much like an inverted funnel
in shape directly under the apex of
which waswaa a large cube shaped stone
which was stained with marks of fire
and some other dark substance and a
deposit of hardened ashes lay around it
upon the ground it was evidently
used as a sacrificialficaifical altar and this theory
seemedbeemed to be confirmed by the fact that
an aperaperture large enough to admit the
body of a man opens from this apart-
ment to a smaller one the floor of which
ipimi below that of the etherother rooms and
which is covered with a limy powder
apparently the ashes of bones whether
human or otherwise cannot be ascer-
tained on continuing their explora-
tions the party found an iron plate door
which easily gave way upon a little
pressure and a passage way about three
feet in height and large enough for one
person to pass inin inin a stooping posture
was discovered mr nesmith followedfollowed
the passage way which led in a some-
what circuitous direction to the vicinity
of the river this is proved by thefhe
sound of water washing upon the shores
which may be distinctly heard at the
end of this passage way the outer open-
ingin of which has apparently been filled
up from the inside with broken rocks
and through thefhe interstices of which
fresher air than that of the cave can be
felt blobioblowing at times

the whole affair is a mystery the
relics found are not at all aboriginal in
character and may have been the work
of a people existing long before even
these prairies were the hunting grounds
of the indian copies of the hierogly-
phics have been carefully transferred
and forwarded to some of the most
learned archaeologists of the eastern
states and it is hoped that they maybe
able to obtain some clue to the 0originrigirigln of
thethesese remarkable relics we ununder-
stand

der
that the state horticultural so-

ciety has made mr nesmith a liberal
offer for them in the meantime our
little town is all agog as to discoveries
and hundreds of people have visited the
house of mr tentTiNTesmithnesmith to see these re-
markable antiquities we trust the
historical society may be able to secure
them 19asas19 a most interesting addition to
their small but valuable collection

TOTAL abstinence A youngI1 I1adylady
who was a fnirmfirmirm advocate of total ab-
stinencestinence when riding from her fathers
county seat to a neighboring village
metinet a young man on foot who was car-
ry ing a suspicious looking jug shoatsheatshesho at
once reined in her horse and asked him
what hee had in the jug

lookingting up with a comical leer he
simsimplyI1 wwinkedinked one eye and smacked
his lips to indicate that it contained
boisolsomething good

the young lady supposing he meant
alcohol immediately began to talk
temperance but her auditor requested
the privilege of first asking her just one
simple little question

what is itIV I1 she inquired
itisit is this he repliedreplie why ismyis my

jug like your side saddle
shebhe could not tell
its because it holds agala galongal on said

he
what trifling exclaimed the indig-

nant young lady and then continued
young man do you not perceive

just one more question interrupted
her auditor and then im done why
is my jug alsoaiso like the assembly room
of a female seminary at roll call

im sure I1 dont know petulantly
replied the young lady

wellweilvvovve its because its full classestsaid the incorrigibleibleibie auditorithe fair lecturerbechirer touched her spirited
horse with the whip and was soansoon out
of hearing of the rude young mans
laughter

THE london temostimes insisted during
ourdour late war that wowe should let the
southasouth go 11 we wonder that it does not
now demand that England shall let
irelandoreland go why not

WONDERFUL DISCOVERY

we are informed that in making re-
cent excavations in the upper part of
fauquier county vabaveryvery curious re-
lics have been found in a mound which
proved to be what had lo10longiong been sup-
posed an indian burlyburial place two
sheleskeieskeletonstons which evidently showed
there were giants in those days with
pearspear heads paraphernalia found
in indian graves the great subject of
inteinterestreit shown is a tablet containingk
hieroglyphics of a very curious charac-
ter W norris of that county a gen-
tleman who has travletraveledled very extensive-
ly in the east and who was with
gliddonliddonGr in his celebrated jjourneypuruey across
the desert is of the opinion that this
discovery will prove the identity of the
indian tribestribe with some of the asiatic
tribes and settle thethet question so long
mooted aas to their origin we are fur-
ther informed that mr norris will now
proceed to washington city with this
tablet for the purpose of showing it to
professor henri and other savansbavans the
result is looked forward to with no lit-
tle interest

definition opOF elyCHARITYARITY every 4

good act is charity your smiling in
your brothers face is charity an exhor-
tation of your fellow men to virtuous
deeds is equal to almsgivingalms giving your put-
ting a wanderer in the right road is
charity your giving water to the thirsty
is charitcharltcharity A mans true wealth here-
after is tkthee good he does in this world
to his fellow men when he dies peo-
plele will say what property has heifftleftleft behind himhime I1 but the angels whowho
examine him in the grategrave will ask
what good deeds hast thou sent before

thee
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A FRIEND r
1

the state reform school of ohio is
highly extolled by gov cox in his
message to the legislature as follows
Amyly confidence in tirtitthe success of such an
experimentexperimena is not based upon the results
of foreign systems alone our state has
tried such a system with convicts under
the age of sixteen and with them it is
no longer an experiment but a decided
and demonstrated success the state
Reform Farm organizedwas eleven years
ago upon the family system adopted
in some reformatories for the young in
continental europe and was the first at- i

tempt to introduce the plan into this
country A large proportion of the
young sent there have been convicted of
penitentiary crimes some of them of the
gravest character the great aim of the
commissioner in charge and of the elder
brothers as the officers and teachers are
called has been to revive in these boysboyd
a respect for the right and a love folfor
truth and virtue allali the discipline and
instructionhasbas been directed to this end
while oftheir deserving punish
ment has not been ignored they have
been made to feel that theircrimes have
made the discipline of the school a neces-
sity to them for their own good and a
necessity for the protec-
tion records have been kept of the
youth discharged and history traced as
fartar as it has been possible to do so and
the results have been such as to justify
the assertion that hundreds of boys have
been made useful and honest members
of society who would otherwise have
filled theprisons of theland and belonged
to the class of professional criminals

gov crapo of michigan makes a
similar statement hohe says the
state reform school is in a prosperous
condition and is achieving the great
purpose for which it was established

CHINA NOT flatteringlyflatieFLATTEBINGLY DE-
SCRIBED A country where the roses
have no fragrance and the women no
petticoatspetticoat where the laborer hashaa no
sabbath and the magistrate no sense of
honor where the roadsroada bear no vehiclevehicles
and the ships no keels where old monmenmerjmona1

fly kiteshites where the needle points to thether
south and the sign of being puzzled isik
to scratch the antipodes on the head
where the place of honor is on the left
hand and the seat of intellect is on the
stomach where to take off your hat isls
an insolent gesturebs ture and to wear white
garment is to put yourself in mourning
which has a literature without an aial-
phabet and a language without a gram-
marlilar v

an entire family in portsmouthauth
va i was carrlecarried off by the cholera onione
night recently r


