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| COMMUNICATED. |
UNION YVEHRSUS UNITY.

the great arguments used by
un%:?ic?\fers_agﬂinﬁ Christianity s its
lack of that unity which is supposed
by them tc be incompalible with a’ di-
vine revelation—one intended to unify
and save mankind!

The assumption is correct, for Divine
wisdom must understand man’s nature,
his capabilities, and necessitles; it also
must provide the needful and exercise,
some control over the application
thereof; there must not—cannot be any
mistake about titis, no haphazard ad-
ministration, no uncertainty as to mat-
ter or method, no trusting to human
weakness or error; it must be positive, |
direct, unchallenged, or if 80, as invul-
nerable as adamnr;)t. an?i exp;&issed as

ioualy or beyon controversy,
gin't'f)r;téo:m%, one Lord, one baptism!"

All Christendom probably would
subgcribe to this fundamental idea of |
unity or uniformity, and a thoughtru:
bellever Jooking upon the presumed
mission of Christianity, would depre-.l
cate the ever present departure through
the multipllcation of diverse platforms,
ceremonles, organizations and claima.

The observer sees that division iz a
stumbling block at home, and “a reck
of offense’ abroad; that effort is shorn
of its power, and that the very fact of
wasted energy and means Is a libel on
the Divlne economy everywhetre, as
seen jn nature, for It utilizes even the
atoms, is opposed to waste, compelling
all things to subservience, and “gather-
ing the fragments that nothing be
l.:?'sl'll.:ere Is a vast amount of energy in
the so-called Christian churches, but it
is frittered away, an immense working
element-—teachers.beyond computation,
hut they are pulling apart; Indlvidual
truth, if compatible with brother
truth is barred of aessimilation by hom-
ilies, creeds, catechlsms and articles of
fajth; the walls of this modern super-
structure built for religion, are daubed
with untempered mortar;” heterogene-
ous jdeap were formtilated in the dark
ages of controverslal theology, when
balr splitting was the work of casuists
and clerica; then mystleilsm became
the founder of schools, until antagon-
lem qeluzed mankind with oceans of
eritlcal commentary, and trtie rellgjious
1ife wasg stifled in the home of itz so-
called most loyal friendg!

Flnally the =pirit of protest became
rampant, the voice of authorlty was
doubted mnd hushed, Scripture became
of "private interpretation.” the right
of protesting private judgment de-
veloped Into a mania and a mockery;
for every soul could clalm the same
privilege until religious unity was but
& rope of eand, without strength and
without coheston: it ecould neither tie
nor be lifted; it simply fell In this at-
tempt by its own welght, and that mis-
chlef was done ere the pretenders or
their opponents rvealized that '‘there
was death in the pot!”

In the promulgation of Christianity
for the overthrow of heathenism and
superstition, this was a [fatal defect;
even the unsophisticated heathen
thought truth should be one; they
could not comprehend the value or the
heauty of controversial dogma, and
every teacher, no matter what society
Austained him, felt that he was work-
Ing apart; that sectarianism in fact
erected 1t8 own barriers. denied jtgelf,
wae its owmn enemy, and A% a conge-
quence, lacked even the potency which
a half orthodox creed and ministry
could have exerted. had It been in the
mipsionary fleld alone.

Aillfons upon milllons of dellars have
been spent. machinery has heen mul-
tiplied, and eacrifice might have tolg
a harrowing story in almost every land
heneath the sun; but as business en-
terprises, are not the'resu}ts‘ questlon-

!uf tts

able at best, and could not Christen-
dom ask loudly and earnestly the ques-
tion, Does it pay? Nay, If its converts
were multiplied indefinitely, until ah
men bowed at the name of Christ,
could a divided sectarianism develop
that spiritual glow of energy and
character which Christianity was in-
tended to produce and then perpetuate?

Now the mother Chureh by reason
unity, its antiquity, {ts wide-
spread Influence and abidiag faith in

pancies—this waste, and Pope Pius the
ninth as well as Leo, the Pope of the
present, believing In the fipal triumph
of the Christian faith, have both,es-
saved, toiled for atnalgamation ‘wlith
other sections of the Christian ministry
and organization, that the flnal issue
might be hastened for the benetit of the
world.

Autheritative documents have fol-|

lowed each other in rapid succession,
couched In suggestive Dbut earnest
words of hope for unity, even deeming
some compromise comparatively value-
less if the estrangement of the Eng-
1ish Church mainly, could be reached
and healed; doubtless thinking that
any intimacy, any amalgamation of
spiritual foree would affect finally the
recalcitrant Protestant sects in ait
thelr bewildering wvariety.

Whether In the order of Providence
‘this 8pirit is moving generally Is of |nt
terest to the Latter-day Saints, and the
fact that the two great wings of Epis-
copalianism, viz; "Nethodlsts and Pro-
testants” in this country have resolved
upon amalgamation, appointing a com-
miltee to prepare commmon text bhooks
for the whole, is surely one of the signs
of the times.

One of the most famous of American
pulplt orators pointed out a while ago,
the inherent weakness of division, and
claimed that over forty varieties of
Presbyterians exist In this country:
several varieties of Methodists; the
same Of Baptlsts and those of lesser
magnitude ad nauseum; he also pointed
out how in many "‘a small villuge there
is a Baptist church, a Congregational
one, a Methodist, a Lutheran, an Epis-
copal and a Preshyterian church, with
their six edifices sparsely attended, and
their six ministers starving to death,”
where but onerminister and one ¢hurch
could accommodate the whole, and do
mere good; these might be added to In
Salt Lake City (according to the Sun-
day papers) materially, all catering
for converts or perverts, quarrelling as
to essentials and non-essentials, yet
admitting time and again a certain and
positive entity in regard to the cardinal
principles of Christianity,
only on points wlthout practleal bear-
ing on the increase of seulful goodness
or the salvation of a sinner.

Dlvision is kept up in the spirit of
rivalry, effort looks mainly to the ag-
grandizement of sect, preaching has
become a profession, men "preach for
hire and divine for mbney,” they pro-
voke enmities, sow the seeds of dis-
trust and disunion, minister to cranki-
ness of idea, and award by implication
lo every man wlith nerve enocugh, the
right on some fool idea or another, to
create and found a church of his owt,
yet all are looking for the same heaven
ostensibly, where rivelry |8 unknown,
where there is but one church, one
faith, one rule, and from whence all
who rebel and ‘“Invite sectionalism®
will share the fate of “the Son of the
Mornlng™—they will assuredly be east
out.

" The Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-day 8aints stapds aloof from all
this ; it is satisfied with its own special
miggion, it is satisfied with the Gospel
of Jeaus Christ; it has neo controversy
with the world only as explagatory and
in self defense; It does not expect to
convert afll mankind; [t believes that
during the millennlum and In the spirit

diftering |

world there will be those who ‘‘claim to
| be of Paul, of Apollos, of Cephas,” yet
they will bé satisfied 1o be of Christ, to
teach His doctrines, to honor His or-
dinances and commandments, and to
receive that allotment of persecution,
misrepresentation, and rejection, which
may be their share, for "so did the
fathers unto the prophets which were
| before them.”

The Church of God prefers union to
| unity, but mot that which «comes from

I tself, has for ages seen these discre- | amalgamation with any: as much as

| possible they desire to “live [{n peace
| with_all men.,”” but there i8 no com-
~mand to ‘‘receive into their houses, or

[to bid a God-speed” to those who
in their own self-righteousness project
into the true Christian life or true

Christian Church, under any assump-
tion, the “sons of Belial;”” but It is and
ever will be the prerogative of the un-
tiring Saints, wlth Luke, to testify of
“those things that they know and verily
believe.' . 7

Two thousand years have passed
since the Gospel was revealed by the
authority of ijta '“Great Apostle,”
Jesus Christ, since that, emasculated,
perverted, and without authority, what
|remained has achleved its triumphs
and had its measure of success; wlith
Its re-revealment the Lord is holding
that predicted “controversy"” with the
nations, and speedily will be ushered
in “the day of decision;" the forces of
good and evil will allgn themselves tor
the great day of the Lord—the battle
juof Armageddon; that union which is
not ' unity, will be consumed, and the
“Unity of the Saints” will be s0 ex-
" hibited that the two Churches—the
only two—''the Church of God and the
Church of the Devil,”” as the Book of
Mormon rather abruptly designates the
conteastants, wlill demonstrate after all
pretension the real value of each; vet
there may and will bhe reward for the
members of one and condemnation for
the members of.the other; seeing that
‘“‘wwhere much |s given much shall be
requlred, and where little is given little
will be required!™

MATTERS IN MONROE.

Monroe, Utah, Jan., 22, 1898,

The climatic features of Monroe for
the past month have been snow,
flooded streets, snaps of cold weather
.reaching 12 degrees below zero, and
some gleighing has been enjoyed.

A few travellng theater troupes and
a few near by visiting ones tended to
please the lovers of the drama and
draw away money from town. Dances
have been well patronized, especially
when our thirty students arrived for
the Christmas holidays from the edu-
cational cities of Logan, Salt Lake, .
Provo and Ephraim. At such times it
seems Iike a reunlon when the long
pent-up feeling glves vent to soclabill-
ty by way of rest from arduous
studies.

With the riew year came a religious
reformation—a much larger attendance
being had at Sabbath meeting, Sunday
achool, all of the quorum meelings and
a heavy Increase in the Improvement
Associations. Brothers Nels Madeen
of Brigham City, and Willlam T, Salt
of Hooper, have done an excellent
. work in thelr missionary labors in the
interest of the Improvement Assoclia-
tions. The Young Men's Asgociation
now numbers ninety-five. being an In-
crease of forty per cent Possibly the
| Young Ladles are about the samc
1 t , N
ra'1‘11'?e great event of the season came
off on the 218t, when the young folka
of both associationa gathered together
the oid folks of the town and treated
them to a sumptucus repast. Three
long tables were set in the meeting
house and slelghs and other modes gr
cotjveyance were used to bring t' e
honored guesls together, where ulb
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