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brethren and sisters, I deslre the
Ia.%{g. the goodwill and the prayers of
my. hearers, that I may be able to
speak the truth, and that the Lord may
glve me a xnowledge of His will, that
what I say may be In accordance
therewith and for the beneflt of all of
us. It I should fail to speak toward
that pillar in front, I ask my brethren
behind me to call me to order; for it is
one of my failings to turn to the right
and to the left when I am speaking.
Not that I am disobedient In my spirit,
but I do not bear in mind always that
which ig for the best good.

I will take the liberty of re-reading a
portion of the Seripture that was read
this morning by President Lorenzo
Snow; not that I expect to throw any
additional light upon the subject, but
may perhaps continue it to some Httle
N faithful unto the ob

- whoso Is ul unto th -
mizf;‘;; of these two Priesthoods of
which I have spoken, and the magnify-
ing their calling, are sanctified by the
Spirit unto the renewing of their

q%e:éy become the sons of Moses and
of Aaron and the seed of Abraham, and
the Church and kingdom, and the elect
"God;
Of"And also aill they who receive thls
Priesthood recelveth me, saith the

ord ; %
L“For he that receiveth my servants

t e
regii:g lll'lemthﬂ.t recelveth me recelveth
Father;
m?:And he that recelveth my Father,
recelveth my Father's kingdom; there-
fore all that my Father hath shall be
wen unto him;

“And this 1s according to the oath
and covenant which belongeth to the

esthood.
Pl‘-‘l'l'hererore, all those who receive the
Priesthoed, receive this oath and cov-
enant of my Father, which he cannot
break, nelther can it be moved;

«*But whoso breaketh this covenmant,
after he hath received it, and alto-
gether turneth therefrom, shall not
have forgiveness of sins in this world
nor in the world to eome.”

This makes a very serious matter of
receiving this covenant and this Priest-
hood; for those who recelve it must,
ke God himself, abide In It, and must
not fail, and must not be moved out of
the way; for those who receive this
oath and covenant and turn away from
§t, and cease to do righteously and to
honor this covenant, and will to abide
in sin, and repemt not, there is no for-
giveness for them elther in this life or
in the worid to come. That {s the lan-
guage of this book, and this is doctrine
amd truth which was revealed from
God to men through the instrumental-
ity of Josepl\ Smith the Prophet. And

this word is reliable. It Iz Ged's word,
and God's word iIs truth; and it be-
comes necessary for all those who en-
ter fnto this covenant to understand
this word, that they may indeed ablde
in it, and may not be turned out of the
way.

In connection with this Scripture
which I have read,I wiil take the liberty
of reading a little more, upon a similar
subject, from the Book of Mormon.
And while theee words which I shall
now read were the words of a Prophet
who lived anciently upon this continent,
and were given before the coming of
Christ in the flesh, and before the Gos-
pel was established in ft8 fullpess, with
the Holy Priesthood, in the earth, yet
It relates to the same oath and cove-
nant that is spoken of in the Book of
Doctrine and Covenants.

“And now it came to pass that when
king Benjamin had thus spoken to his
people, he sent among them, desiring to
know of his people, if they belleved the
words which he had spoken unto them.

"And they all cried with one voice,
saying, Yea, we believe all the words
which thou hast spoken unto us; and
also, we know of their surety and
truth, because of the Spirit of the
Lord Omnipotent, which has wrought
a mighty change in us, or in our hearts
that we have no more disposition to do
avil, but to do good continually.’

What a glorious condition was this!
a condition in which the Lord God Om-
nipotent, by the power of His Splrit,
had wrought a mighty change in the
hearts of that people, that they no
longer had any desire to do evl]l, but
were filled only with & fervent desire
to do that which was good. This wag
indeed a great change, and yet it is
precisely that change that gomes today
to every son and daughter of God who
repents of his or her sing, who humble
themiselves before the Lord, and who
seek forgiveness and remisslon of sin by
baptism by immersion, by one having
anthority to administer this sacred or-
dinance of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
For it is thls new birth that was spoken
of by Christ to Nicodemus as absolute-
ly essential that men might see the
Kingdom of God, and without which
no man could enter into the Kingdom.
Each of us can remember, perhaps, the
change that came into our hearts when
we were baptized for the remission of
our sins. Perhaps it is not proper for
one to speak of himse!f or of his own
experiences, because there may be those
within the sound of my voice who ob-
ject to a man speaking of himself, and
especially when he shall say any good
of himself; yet I speak not of myself,
I speak of the influence and power of
the Holy Spirit that I experienced
when I had been baptized for the remis-
sion of my 8ins. The feellng that came
upon me was that ot pure peace, of
love and of light. I felt in my soul
that if I had slnned—and surely I was
not without sin—that it had been for-
given me; that I was indeed cleansed
from sin; my heart was touched and
I feit that I would not Injure the small-
eat insect beneath my feet, 1 felt as
though I wanted to do good every-
where to everybody and to everything.
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I felt a newness of
of desire to do that which was
right. There was not one particle
of desire for evil left in my soul. I
was but a little boy, it i true, when I
wa3 baptized; but this was the influ-
ence that came upon me, and I kdow
that It was from God, and was and
ever has been a living witness to me
of my acceptance of the Lord.

Oh! that I could have Kept that same
spirit and that same earnest desire in
my heart every moment of my life
from that day to this. Yet many of
us who have recelved that witness,
that new birth, that change of heart,
while we may have erred In judgment
or have made many mistakes, and
often perhaps come short of the true
standard in our lives, we have re-
pented of the evil, and we have sought
from time to time forgiveness at ‘the
hand of the Lord; so that until this
day the same desire and purpose which
pervaded our souls when we were bap-
tized and received a remission of our
Blns still holds possessjon of our hearts,
and is still the ruling sentiment and
passion of our souls. 'Though we may
at times be stirred to anger, and our
wrath move us to say and do things
which are not pleasing In the sight
of God, yet Instantly, on regalning
our sober sensés and recovering from
our lapse Into the power of darkness,
we feel humble, repentant, and to ask
forpgiveness for the wrong that we
have done t0o ourselves, and perchance
to others. The great, earnest, over-
whelmlng desire, which 1s born of
the truth and of the witness of the
Holy Spirit, in the hearts of the peo-
ple who obey the truth, assumes sway
and again takes posseasion of our
gouls, to lead us on in the path of
duty. This fa my testimony, and I
know It Ig true.

“And we, ourselves, alko, through
the infinite goodness of God, and the
manifestations of His Spirit, have
great views of that which 18 to come;
and were it expedient, we could proph-~
esy of all things.

“And It Is the faith which we have
had on the things which our king has
spoken unto us, that has brought us
to this great knowledge, whereby we
do rejolce with such exceeding great
joy." [Mosiah, Book of Mormon, chap.
B, vs. 3 and 4.]

Here now in the following words is
what I wish to call your attention to,
it heing especially in harmony with the
reference I have read from the Doc-
trine and Covenants in relation to the
oath and covenant of the everlasting
Priesthood:

“And we are willing to enter into a
covenant with our God to do Hlis will,
and to be obedlent to His command-
ments in all things, that He shall com-
mand us, all the remalnder of our
days, that we may not bring upon
ourselves a never endlng torment, as
has been epoken by the angel, that we
may not drink out of the cup of the
wrath of God.

‘*And now, these are the words which
King Benjamin desired of them; and
therefore he- sald unto them, Ye have

life, a newness



