THE -DESERET WEEKLY.

635

‘CORRESPONDENCE.

QUR CUBAN LETTER.

Havana, Cuba, April 27, 1898.—I have
recelved a good many letters of late
asking about business opportunities in
Cuba, and the prospects there will be
for profitable investment of capital
when the war is over. Speculators have
already turned their eyves that way,with
dlvers schemes In view. I have been
particulariy looking up the chances for
the average American who s not over-
burdened with cash, and does not ex-
pect to sit idly by and get rich in a
season, but 18/ willing to do a reason-
able amout of work for fair returns.
When the war ends—as of course it
must in the independence of
Cuba—the new republic will have to
begin at the bottom, economically a8
well a8 politically. The istand 18 su
jargely agricultural that its future pros-
perity, at least for some generations to
come, depends upon the rural districts.
Beyond a few tobacco factorles, there
have never been any manufactories of
account in Cuba, and the wasted
tissuesof industrial life can only draw
new blood from the soll. Those whe
were acquainted with the queen of the
Antilles In her golden days of prodigal
proaperity, would hardly recognize her
in the nefasti dles. A trip through the
country reveals unexampled desolation
—burned flelds and orchards, rulned
houses and sugar-mills, and often
hungry People. Last month I made a
rallway journey from Havana, 260 miles
toward the Interior. In all that dis-
tance I saw only two cornflelds, and
pot a single garden or occupled farm-
house, Said my travellng companion.
sWhat this Island most needs ls tomb-
stones;” and truly it looked so. There
was plenty of corn standing, though
sgmoke and flames could be seen [n every
direction. The sugar estates are s very
large—often miles in extent—that fires
may rage in them for a long time and
yet leave & congiderable portion un-
harmed. This Yyear the cane was
choked with weeds for lack of labor-
ers, and yielded much legs than the cus-
tomary amount of julce; and that wawe
far below the usual value, being dark.
ened by a large admixture of scorched
cane. Yet it was well worth cutting
and grinding.whenever permission could
be obtalned from Maximo Gomez, the
snsurgent chlef. The Spanish author-
ities readlly gave permission to grind,
and guaranteed them protection while
doing so. This unwonted generosity on
the part of the mother country was not
entirely for the welfare of Cuba—Bleas
you no! but because it helped to
pay the army and provided a good place
for qonvalescing soldlers. A very large
proportion of Spain‘s boy-troops suc-
cumb to vellow fever, typhold, vomitivo,
ete., during their flrat season In the
West Indies; and those who survive
the accllmating process, must be cared
for until strength returns. Soon as re-
leased from the hospitals they have
been sent to the plantations, where at
lenst they were sure of getting some-
thing to eat. Guard-duty does not tax
them heavily, and when fully recuper-
ated, they can be utilized again In the
field. Meanwhile the men amnuse then-
selves, according to thelr natural bent,
which Is usually more pleasing to'them-
pelves than to thelr unwilling enter-
talners.

Every page of this paper might | on.

tered on the Dlace, was golng joyfully
to his parents' hut one morning, carry-
ing a chunk of beef In a sack, which
the planters’ steward had given him.
The soldlers overhauled him and de-
‘manded to know what was in the sack.
The boy took to his heeis In affright,
but was speedily captured and brought
into eamp. Meat was scarce, and the
soldlers almost as hungry as the re-
concentrados, so they decided that the
boy had stolen It. In wvain he pro-
tested and begged that the steward be
sent for; he was tled to a convenient
palm tree, and while the soldiers
cooked and ate the meat. was flogged
at Intervals during the day—to make
him confess, they said. Being released
at nlghtfall, the boy tried to crawl
home, but died on the way.

On anmother plantation, whenever a
new lot of reconcentrados were brought
in, the captaln of the guard detained
all the girls and good-looking women
in his tent, and afterwards sold them
to bis soldiers, making a jocular auc-
tion of It-—for jack-knlves, food ra-
tlone, etc., aa the men had no money
—the highest bidder being allowed
first cholee. On the Santo Tomas
plantation, in Pinar del Rlo province,
lived an honest old colored man, a
veritable “Uncle Tom,” whose only son
was supposed to have joined the in-
surgents, One day when amusements
ran low, it was decided to "kill time”
with the old man. He was brought to
campand ordered to disclose the where-
abouts of his son. This he could not
do, had he so desired, having no idea
where the constantly moving rebel ar-
my was sltuated, The soldlers tled
him to a tree and fogged him awhile,
without avail; he could not or would
not tell, Then they compelled him to
dig his own grave and kneel beslde {t—
and irto It he fell, plerced hy o score
of bullets,

The planters say that in any event
there must soon be acute famine in
Cuba, because nobody within the zones
of cultlvation and the garrisoned
places has planted vegetables or other
food-products for two years past, but
has devoted himself to raising crops
which would bring in most money, In
order to hurry his family out of the
country, Most of them took to to-
bacco-planting, As promising quicker
results than Bsugar. The insurgents
cannot stop the production of tobacco
ag easlty as they can prevent cane-
grinding, and maybe they are Iess dis-
posed to interfere with it, as any Cu-
ban would rather forego his hread, and
certainly ‘hls sugar, than clgarettes.
I saw one particularly fine-looking
tobaceo farm, and was informed that
it belonged to the captain of the local
guerillas. Hls place was duly guard-
ed by Spanish troops, which he got de.
tailed at government expense; and he
alzo pald the Insurgents not to molest
his crop, by giving them one-third the
value of {t. Last winter

mitted shipments to be made by those
who gave him liberal commissions. The
wery best tobacco ralsing region in the
world 19 Cuba’s '"Vuelta Abato;” but
today every plantation in it is aban.
doned and In ruins. After Weyler's
little game bhecame known, the rebela
attacked it with spjecial fury and des-
troyed upwards of four million pounda
of tobacco fn a few months. It will
toke twenty yeare for this famous re-
gion to become as flourishing us it wana
in January of 1886. But the incompar-
abte soll, climate and natural condl-
tions remain, unimpaired by wars
wlid alarums;” and those who come In
with a little money when peace 18 re-
stored, may buy the best tobacco landa
very cheaply and become Croesuses In
due course.

* Among the refugees at Key West I
met Bn ex-sugar planter, who was
anxious to sell his estate; and for a
Cuban he seemed to have developed re-
markable adaptation to the ways of the
“trading Yankees." His method was
to edge up to every group of men
he saw talking together and join in the
conversation. Presently he would be
heard to say, “the soil of Cuba i3 too
rich; that's what’s the matter with the
island,” then he would go on relating
what ruinously large crops he had
himself been raislng—so remarkably
large that they had invited destructlon
by envious rebels and Spaniards; and
invariably epded by inquiring who
wanted to buy 30,000 acres of the Anest
sugar land in Cuba, worth $10,000 the
acre, for 30 cents the acre. To be sure
his plantation, house and milis are {n
ruing, but he pointed out what profit
could be made on the same In the line
of scrap-iron and old bricks. Up to
date he has not found a purchaser. I
heard one man tell him that he would
*'rather have three measley acres of
corn and potatoea in Ohio, Pennsyl-
vania or Illlnols, than the whole 30,000
of ‘Cuba’s best' under present c¢ondi-
tions.”

Somebody will no doubt be making
money out of Cuba’s rulned homes and
mills  within the next few months.
The bollers and machlnery and other
junk of thousands of destroyed plan-
tations can be had for almost nothing;
but the market for scrap iron must be
outside of the island. The brick and
mortar would Bardly he worth buying,
but might be used on the spot ID re-
bullding. Now, grasses and wild vines,
growing over the melancholy heaps,
have softened their harsh outllnes and
made them a picturesque feature of the
landscape; but they are not to be con-
sldered as an element toward hullding
up the resources of rural Cuba. In
spite of the war, sgveral syndicates,
with an eye to the future, have lately
purchased large tracts of land. Last
winter a company of New Englanders
bought elght thousand acres in the
beautiful Trinidad valley, near Santla-
go. They are not dolng anything with
it now, hut say they can afford to walt
for years and then realize heavy inter-
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est on the money Invesated.

As to husiness enterprisee on a
scale, they are Innumersable

Americans took advantage of the times | for men with a Httle money, and more
and made large purchases of tobacco |eRergy. A few acres in market gar-

Jlanda, At present the tobacco indus-
try is good for mothing, principally
owinm to Weyler's decree of two years
ngo, forbidding the exportation of Ha-
bana leaf tobacco. The iInsurgents
retaliated by burning factories and all
the stored tobacco they could lay hands
But the marquis of Teneriffe np-

be filled with tales of their cruel pranks, ' pears to have been a thrifty fellow as

which have been told to me on
various estates I have  visited,
and are amply verified; but
space forhida the recital of but two or
three. On the Santa Gertrudis planta-
tion, about 4¢ miles beyond Cardenas,
wher a company of soldiers were “pro-
tecting” the people, a lad of 14 years,
one of the poor reconcentrados quar-

the | well as a "hutcher.”

Already a mil-
lionalre, he made apother fortune out
of his celebrated order, for many so-
called American tobacco firms exported
thousands of bales in spite of the
prohibltory decree, pretending that it
was a diplomatic transaction between
Washington and Madrid. The real
secret was that Weyler graciously per-

dening, with thelr  continuous cropsa
from one vear's end to another, would
perhaps yield the quickest and largest
returns for the smallest amount of cap-
ital. Chlicken-ralsing too, has always
been a strangely neglected industry in
Cuba. Towls and eggs figure consplcu-
ously every day in the Spanish-Amer-
lean menu; but nobody on the island
has ever gone Into the business of sup-
plylng the demand on a large scale,
with incubators and brooders, as in the
United States,

All winter, before the present slege
began, egga 80ld In Havana at a dollar
the dozen, and poultry ffty cents the
pound; and what it is now, goodneas
knows, with heel, at the last advicea
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