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SANTIAGO DE CUBA TNIN WAR TIME

santiago de cuba aug 11 1898 miss
annie wheeler youngest daughter ofgen wheeler of alabama a fragile
girl of 24 years has charge of the fe-
male nurses in the armyadmy hospital of
santiago howhow she became a redcross nurse is a romantic story the
motherless girl Is peculiarly devoted to
her father whom she calls her sweet-
heart she accompanied him and her
brother to tampa and was daily seem
riding about the camps with them on
horsebackhorse back to be by her fathers side
shehe would gladly have gone into battle
but since that could not be she deter-
mined to do the next bestbeat thing and go

front as a nurse in order to re-
main as near to him as possible she
met with strongest opposition on every
hand but with the blood of the
fighting wheelers in her veins miss
annie laIs not easily swerved from a
food purpose gen wheeler earnestly
protested against the project but would
nutnet oppose a command to the dictates
of his daughters conscience some of
the heads of the army absolutely re-
fused her transportation to cuba and
others denied her permission to land
when she finally arrived off santiago
only gen miles after recapitulating
the dangers which she well under-
stood and urging her to return to
safety lent his strong helping hand
and enabled her to enter upon her
chosen path of duty

when she first joined miss barton
female help wasaras very scarce in san-
tiago for a week she was almost in
the crowded waterside hospital so far
asan other women are concerned there
were several male attendants to lifliftt
the sick to bring in patients and carry
out the dead besides an efficient stew-
ard and two or three visiting physi-
cians and now there are also four
white and three colored female nurses
under miss wheelers direction early
and late she toils rising at 5 a m and
leaving the scene otof her labors only
at nightfall often walking unattended
through the darkened streets of san-
tiago but as satesafe as in her own par-
lor under the all protecting symbol of
the red cross in the hospital she is
an a ray of sunshine her slenderr
figure dressed in girlish white or in
blue cambric with snowy apron and
kerchief her curling hair brushed
neatly back and blue eyes shining with
earnest purpose washing sick mens
floesaes writing liemehame letters for them
administering iodfood or medicine and
taking the last messages of the dying
noko necessary service however mentalmenial
or repellant is ever shirked by her
nor will she weary in well doing the
oldoid rule holds good here as every-
where else in this odd old world that
the worst kickers who loudest be-
wall

be-
wail scant army rations aad lack of
home comforts are those who have
been least accustomed to luxury miss
wheeler the child of wealth and or-
nament of society whose washington
winters are spent in the luxurious arl-
ington

ar-
dhas never uttered one worwordd of

complaints she is a prayerful girl who
begins and ends each day on her knees I1

beside her army cot and only heaven i1

knows how many times during the
long hard days her soul Is on its
knees in the language of hugo the
lover father and brother have been or-
dered north and she alone of all
othethe fighting wheelers remain in cu-
ba but she will not desert the work
wherein she was never more needed
than today and as for protection there
toIs not a soldier in our army who would
notloot lay down his life torfor her if needs
kebe

the hospital of which I1 write though

created only a few weeks ago by the
necessities of war lais by far the best in
cuba it Is the boathouseboat house of the swell
american club loaned for the tem-
porary purpose it is built directly
over the bay some rods from shore and
Is reached by a long pier its great
banqueting hall whose fattic red walls
can be raised to admit every vagrant
breeze is now closely set with army
cots and double rows of the same are
ranged along the encircling verandas
the smaller apartments have all their
special uses and in a little anteroomante room
several oil stoves are set over which
beef tea malted milk and gruel are
preppreparedared not an inch of space is un-
filled and were the commodious build-
ing ten times as big it would be equal-
ly terow ded

when I1 first saw this hospital two
weeks ago the sick were lying on the
bare floors but now thanks to the redcross they are amply supplied with
cots and bedding considerable army
red tape is squandered in getting pa-
tients into this haven of refuge so
that sometimes a half conscious man
brought on a mule cart or a stretcher
lies for hours in the sun at the street
nd of the plen before an order can be

obtained from the palace a mile up
town for his admission to the hos-
pital but when once inside a mans
chances of recovery are wonderfully in-
creased for example there have been
but three deaths in this hospital in a
fortnight while in the fever hospitals
at siboney they are dying by hundreds I1

and in the various field hospitals at an
average of twenty per day out in thecamps the sick men are yet lying on
the ground under dog tents alternately i

soaked with rain scorched by the noon
day sun chilled to the marrow at night
unattended except by their comrades
and with nothing toio eat but beans ba-
con and hardtackhard tack even for those dy-
ing of dysentery no wonder that fe-
ver Is daily increasing among them and
yesterday out of a whole regiment only
two men were able to report forduty i

I1 spend a few hours every day in thewater side hospital where mine is the
unofficial and inglorious part of cheer-
ing the convalescent chatting awhile
with this man reading to that man
feeding another writing home letters
for others doing comparatively unim-portant things for which the busy
nursednurses have no time but which so
minister wheeler says are sometimesmore useful than medicine most of
the men are very considerate realiz-ing that nurses are constantly on their
feet doing their best to meet a thou-sand demands of bourse there are
querulous ones who send their tiredsisters on some fling errand from
one end of the big building to the otherand who are never suited with any-
thing that Is done but they are fewand never once have any of the ladlesmet with the slightest rudeness or in-sult officers and private soldiers
rich mens sons and their servants lieside by side all clad in red cross pa-
jamas which I1 regret to add are not
plentiful enough to be changed as often
as they should be in nearly every case
the milionmillon alres have borne sufferingandhardship far better than their hostlershustlershost lers
and valets almost without exception
the rich young society swells have been
unexpected revelations of heroism giv-
ing up their own few comforts to need-
ier men bravedbrave and uncomplaining to
the last As the united states is now
so largely un american her army was
recruited from all the nations of thearth hence in the hospitals we see

the unmistakable irish lip and edepeye ofirish blue besides the german
on the next pillow and the blonde saxon in contrast to the swarthy batillladdsome are grey haired middle aga1
men other boys in their teens and aftXare so bronzed by exposure andkempt as to hair and beard that itdoubt if their own mothers wowoulaknow them every case Is sad enoenouchsheaven knows of strong men brobroughtto the gates of death notnol on the fieldof battle but by unnecessary esposexposexposure
afterwards and the criminal cacareless 3

ness of their superiors and some artpositively heartrendingheart rending ab

porfor example A young hermle
whose name nobody knows raveddays and nights in the delirium of tyuntil death ended hihis13 Bsufferinasufferr inahe lies in an unmarked grave ateidentity not yet discovered anothermothers boy a sweet faced gentlegefellow under 20 died of lung fefevervfrom sleeping on the wet ground in HITrain soaked clothes most of thehe meahave the local calenturacalenturecalen tura a swift shsharofever which runs its course in a tor two induced from lying in tafttrenches with insufficient food dudurantthat dreadful first week in juljuly

the most pecolar easecase thaythat has counder my observation is that of a ta-z
bronzed cavalryman who for six daysand nights has lain most of the timein an unconscious state nobody kilinovwho he is he came rushing

ID

into thehospital one hot middaymid day a week abed
delirious with fever having wawalkesfrom some distant camp in the brobraulsun he spoke of himself as gvay
and is now known by that name
whether it really belongs to him atefamily or given name none can aaa 1 I

he spent the first night alternalternaWTadewstalking up and down the hospitalhosimagining that he was cOmcommandmarn haSsregiment and struggling with the attend ants in efforts to leap oververanda rail into the bay TOmorning he lapsed into unconsciousness and lay for three days like conffdead jaw dropped eyes rolled atifaback into his head the only sign of hahla faint fluttering of the pulse thodeath was momentarily expected isyfaithful steward injected medicine intohis arm at regular intervals anda few drops of nourishment down dthroat and still he lingi ered hour rhour no fever now no weakenweakeningthe pulse no change in the ronrolledeyes and fixed expression itsuch a pity a strong looking manmaidie and give no sign on the jofolday I1 sat beside him holdingholdina his vwwarm limp hands between
I1

both ASown praying within myself that heheavertwould send the poor soul back froniborderlandborder land of shadows if only k1enough to send some message towaiting wife or mother when subudde
1

a change flashed over the cou nienatenfirst an expression of agony quiamfollowed by a smile and then theunclosed and looked with full inintgence into mine holding fasthands as if by that means to atayfluttering soul I1 bent over himsaid guy tell me where you I1levnaI1 will write to your people hestood and made a desperate effort0 tispeak the lips moved but nocame then the eyes turnedagain till nothing but the whites wrife j

visible and the strange half unconsci-ous state returned but he was notno attogether insensible he moved himtato the edge of the cot as dogeclose to raomeas possible and asaa long as I1 held hwhands remained quiet but afie insist Z

I1 laid his hands upon his bbreast axatried to move away his armsarmrearbeatair likeilke windmills and a teaful exelpision came to his face so there I1till dark and still he made no Nthen it was impossible to stay
because imperative duties awalawaitedelsewhere I1 went reluctantly assnight long was worried by the


