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presentt everywhere in apiaabia during
ththe ftfirst8 t few days after the storm
had disappeared by the end of the
week the quarters of the ship-
wrecked

litatesailors had been mmade
more comfortable daily the rout-
ine of duty was properly attended
to and the marine guard had com-
pletelete control of the town working
parties are kept busy all the time on
the wrecks of the trenton and van-
dana and articles of every descrip-
tion have been brought above from
the vessels it has not yet been
ascertained whether the nipsie
will be able to leave the har-
bor or not king mataafa came
down from his camp a few days
9ago0 A light rainTain had fallen the
lightnight before and the water had
leaked into many of the toutstents mccuoccu-
pied by the sailors mataafa
pointed out to admiral kimberly
the danger of sickness breaking out
among the men on account of this
exposure and on behalf of his peo-
pleI1e offered to vacate all the samoan
K
houses0uses in Aabiaapiall11a 1 audand allow the
american cafiosaflorars the use of them
admiral kimberly thanked ma-
taafa very warmly but stated
to him that it would be difficult
to control the men if they
were scattered around among the
native houses he promised how-
ever to consider the offer if the situ-
ation became more pressing

the san francisco Wronicle
commenting on the details of
the american german ships at
abiaapiaa says this account settles
alallaaddoubts0 abts in regard to the responsi-
bility for the disaster it proves that
the american and german com-
manders did everything that good
seamanship could do to save their
vessel and that the escape of the
british ship calliope was due mainly
to the great strength of her engines
the american officers proved ther
claim to superior seamanship and
the saving of the crew of the tren-
ton and was due to the
skilful handling of those ves-
sels mr dunning special cor-
respondent of the associated
press had the rare opportunity
to be the only newspaper man who
witnessed the disaster his account
tsis a superbly realistic picture of
scenes of heroism and suffering
without parallel in recent years
the story othe fruitless attempt of
war vessels to escape is full orof pa-
thetic featfeatures and we think no
american can read without emotion
the thrilling episode of the crews of
the trenton and vandalia cheering
each other and of the band of the
trenton21 enton starting up the star
spangledangledBp banner as the ship
swept on towards certain death

on march the germans holdheld
memorial services at the french
catholic church which were at-
tended by admiral kimberly and a
number of other officers and also
bby the guard of honor from the
unitedunited states marine forces on
march american memorial
services were held but none of the
german officers attended

there is no important change jn
the political situation both parties
are still encamped in the same posi-
tion

1

which they have mccuoccupiedI1 for
months the german consul dr

knappe is still pursuing the piti-
ful course which has always char-
acterized his administration of af-
fairs here notwithstanding the
noble work of the samoans in saving

I1 the lives of the germans during the
storm dr knappe a few days later
declared that the natives were
stealing produce from the german
plantations and warned the pub-
iclic not to purchase from them
the associated press correspond

ent had an interview with mataafa
a few days prior to the great storm
in regard to the proposed berlin
conference the king did not seem
to believe the conference would have
any beneficial result for the saaa
moans he expressed a strong de-
sire that the american and british
representatives might be able to ef-
fect a restoration of the former la-
moan

ia
government and insure peace

and prosperity to the islands itaa
declared he had nothing I1 to

hope for from germany that all theahe

wars among the natives and the
bloodshed which hadbad occurred
during the past few months oprewere
due to german interference andegermangerman representatives had made
so many misstatements to him that
he could no longer place any con-
fidence in their promises or ttheirir
professed desire for peace matapuama a
showed the correspondent i a
letter received by himself from
consul knappe after the recent
fight between the germans and
samoansSamoans in which mataafa was
addressed as yourour majesty the
king 11 in his letter dr knappe
desired that there should be no
more war that the samoans slishouldild
rule over things on the island
kalning to samoa and that the ger-
mans should rule over all things
pertainingining to foreigners mataafapertainingSertadidid not reply to this proposition

A washington dispatch dated
april 14 says

the long and graphic report of the
disaster at samoa was read with a
great deal of interest here nanaval
officers generally were of the opopin-
ion

n
this evening that no blame child

be attached to anyone for the abssi of
ships and life they were not in-
clined to hazard any decided opin-
ion in regard to the handling of the
various vessels
chief of the bureau navigation andaad
acting secretary of the navy prob-
ably voiced the general feeling whan
he said to an associated press
reporter tonight any man who
gives an opinion IsIB simply guesguessingslog
we do not know just how mattersmattaro
stood and it would be merely guess
work to say what might have beix
done it is impossible to tell much
aboutaboutitit there were some fine men
and eicelexcellentlent officers on the ships
and we know that the vessels were
lost admiral kimberly is19 a splen-
did officer and a fine man and
captain farquhar combaderCom mader mul-
len and captain of
the vandalia who lost his life are
excellent officers they doubtless
did all they could I1 think prob-
ably there is no blame to be attached
to anyone commodore walker
thought the escape of the calleopeCall tope
was largely a matter of luck

she probably owed her survival

he said to the fact that she had more
steam power than the ctherother vessels
dispatches show she had very

haribarI1 work in getting out of the har-
bor only making about half a miledille
an hour again the calliope waymay

have been more favorably piecedplace
than the german and american
vessels our vessels maymair not navehave
been able to go against the
gale and even if they had been it1

may be that they were not ableabelewto
aly

turn round so as to go out but
said the commodore I1 we cant tell

its all guess work
the management of the vessel

commodore walker said seemed w
have been about the same after the
hurricane struck them the mistake
seemed to have been made in stay-
ing in the harbor but this was a easecase
of our hindsight being better thauthan
our foresight the vessels may notnol
have had time to get out there
was no telling though but what
some of the vessels might havoc

gone down with all on board even
if they had put to sea it was gaverob

able however they would nave
pulled through but there I1 saidisaid beibe
the judgment of the officers would

have come in and they no doubt
did what seemed best they
may have thought the bloblow

was coming up but that vwthey
could weather it they all took the
same course and were all caughtcaugh
in the same box the men couldcouk
not do a great deal in these burrl
canes the wind blew everything
down and the seas were heavy atal

j Sjo remost beyond conception Ishe added a hurricane
barbadoes which blew down large
heavy stone buildings and razenabawdrazeaa0
most the entire town and this
seemed to be such a storm theiab
idaho a united states war vesselI

was once caught at sea inn a burri-
e

nur
Wdcacaneue and though she esaescaped

after
she was never any ggooddi afterter
wards the wind was so fearfulfeana
from between the planking
that it forced the oarsmenoarsman ouiatit
attebeat the deck and twisted theane

vessel all out of shapeh until ly

resembled the twisted wwithies in a
broken basket the deck was 90

sprung that you could go downdovin bee

low and see through the aaleaceelsw
what was going on above A little
more and the vessel would have
been foundered the commodorecommod
sententiously expressed his 0 julon

1
of the hurricane by sasayingtning 1I wee
want any hurricanes in mine
were more fortunate than the W
mans in not losing so manymanaV tofa
but this was our good luck thel
were all fighting for their lives and

the
did everythingeveryabing they could allslid
vessels adopted some courseco 8
none of them would have anythinganyta

lamuch out of the way they nd
had three or fourfournanchorschora down an

frowas steaming up to them the notnowere in did it
have much room to move about
might have been that had only

could
oneou

vessel been in the harbor she couie
have been saved s

i hebe
admiral porter was seen butbui

has not yet read the publishpublished re
eikport and therefore could not eppgthe

any opinion of the situation ittin rert
I1 light of the fuller particulars
i calved


