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present everywhere in A pin during
the first few dnys after the storm
bad disappeared. By the end of the
week the quarters of the shi
wrecked sailors had  heen made
more comfortable dnily. The rout-
ine of duty was properly attended
to, and the marine gunrd had com-
plete control of the town. Working
rtles are kept busy all the time on
he wrecks of the Trentun and Van-
dalic, and articles of vvery descrip-
tion have besn brought above from

the vessels. Lt has not yet been
nscertained  whether the Nipsio
will Lbe able to leave the bhiar-
bor or not. King DMataafn came

down from his camp a few days

0. A lightrtain hnd fallen the
nlght before, nnd the water had
Jeaked into many of the tents occu-
pied by the sailors. Mataafn

inted out to Admiral Kimberly
the danger of sickness breaking out
among the men on arcount of this
exposure, andon behnlf of his peo-
te offered to vacate nll the Smmeun
ouses in Apiu.. and nllow the
Amerfenn satlors the use of them.
Admirnal Kimberly thanked Ma-
tunfn  very wannly, but stated
te him thnt it would be diffieult
to control the men If they
were scattered nround among the
nntive houses. He promised, how-
ever, to consider the offer if the situ-
atlon became more pressing.

The Han Fmncisco Chronicle,
commenting on the details of
the American -Germnn 8hips at
Apia, says: “This nccount settles
nlldoubts in regard to the responsl-
bility for the disnster. It provesthat
the Amerlcan and German com-
manders did everything thnt good
seamanghip could do to save tﬁ:eir
vegse], and that the esenpe of the
British ship Ca/fiope wasdue mainly
to the grent gtrength of her engines.
The A merican officers proved their
claim to superior seamauship;, and
the saving of the crew of the Tren-
fon nnd Adpsic was due to the

gkilful bandling of those ves-
sels. Ar. Dunning, special coir-
respondent  of the  Associnted

Press, had the ware epportunity
to bu the only newspaper man wlo
witnessed the disaster. 1Iis account
is o superbly realistic picture of
scenes of heroimn nnd suffering
without parallel in recent years.
The story of-the fruitless attempt of
war vessels to escape 1s full of pa-
thetic fuatures, and we think no
Amerienn can read without emotion
the thrilling eplsode of the crews of
the Trenton and Vandalia cheering
ench other, and of the band of the
Trenton starting up ‘The Btar-
Bpaugled Banner’ as the ship
gwept on townrds certain death ??

On March 22nd the Germans held
meoemerial serviees at the French
(atholic Chureh, which were al-
tended by Admiral 1{imberly and a
number of other ofticers. and aleo
by the gunrd of homor from the
Uynibed Biates mnrine forces. On
Mnrch 24th Ameriean memorial

_serviees were held, but noneof the
German officers attended,

There {8 no important change in
the political situation. Both parties
nre still encamped In the same posii-
tion which they have occupied for
months.
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Knappe, is atil pursuing the piti-
ful course which has always ehar-
neterized his administration of af-
fuirs here.  Notwithstanding the
noble work of the Bamonns in saving
thelives of the Germaus Juring the
storm, Dr. Knappe a few dnys Inter
declared that the natives were
stealing produee from the German
lantations, and warned the pub-
ic not to purchase from them.

The Associnbed Press correspond-
ent had nn interview with Mataafa
n few days prior to the great stori,
in regard to the proposed Berlin
conference. The king did not seem
to believe theconterence would have
any beneficial result for the Ba-
monns. He expressed a strong de-
sire that the Amerienn and British
representatives might be nble to ef-
{ect n restoration of the furmer 8n-
moan government and insure pence
and prusperity to the islnnds. Ma.
taafn decinred he had mnothing: to
hope for from Germnny—that all the
wars among the natives nud the
Iloodehed
durlng the past few months were
due to German interference; and
German representatives had made
f0 many misstatements to  him that
he could no longer place any con-
fidence in their promiees or their
professed desire for pence. Matanfa
gshowed the correspondent a
letter received by himself from
Consul Knappe alter the recent
fight butween the Germans and
Bamonne, in which Dntanfa was
addressed ns “your majes the
king.”? In his letter Dr. knnppe
desired that there should be no
more wal—that the Sumonns should
rule over things on the island per-
taining to Samon, nnd that the Ger-
maens should rule aver all things
periainiug to forvigners. Mntaafm
did not reply to this proposition.

A Washington dispateh dated
April 14 says:

The long and graphicreport of the
diraster at Samon was read with a
great denl of interest here. Nnyal
ofticers genurnlly were of the opin-
jon this evening that no blume coyld
be attached to onyone for the lags, of
ships and life. They were not ln-
clined to hnzard any decided opin-
ion in regard to the handling of the
various vessels. CommodoreWalker,
chief of the burenu navigation, and
acting seeretary of the navy, prob-
ably voiced the general feeling when
he anid fo an Associnted [Press
reporter tonight: “Any man whe
gives nn opinion i8 sim‘)‘ly guessing.
We do not know just how matters
gtood, and it would be merely guees
work to sny what might hnve bee.
done. It ig lmpossible to tell much
about it. There were some fine men
and excellent officers on the ships,
and we know that the vessels were
fost. Admirml Kimherly isn splen-
dit effieer and a fine man, and
Cnptain Farquiiar, Commader Mul-
len, nnd Captain Bchoonmnker, of
the Vandafia, who lost his life, nre
excellent otlieers. They doubiless
dig nll they could. I think prob-
ahly there is no blame to beattached
to nnyone. Commodore Walker
thought the escape of the Caiffops

a matter of luck.

was lnr%;;lly
The German consul, Dr. ‘ e probahly owed her survival,”

which had ovecurred | if they hnd put to sea.

he &nid, “to thefact that she had more
steam power than the other vessels.
Dispateches show she had very
har | work u getting out of the har-
bor, only making nbout half a nile
an hour. Agnin, the Callivpe N0
have been more favorably plaved
than the German and Americad
vessals. Qur vessels may not hove
been nble to o ngninst the fearful
gale, nnd even if they hnd been, it
may be that they were not able tﬁ
turn round #o as to go out. But.”
snid the Commeodore, “‘we enn’t tell;
it’s o]l guess work.”?

The management of the vessel
Commodore Walker said, seemed
have been about the same after the
hurricane struck them. The mistalke
| seemed to have been made in sta)

ing in the harbor; but this was n cast
of our hindsight beiny bettor thes
our foresight. The vessels may U
have had time to get out. Ther
!wns mo telling, though, but what
some of the vessels might have
gune down with all on bonrd evel
It wns pro-
able, however, they would have
pulled through. “But there,”’said he,
“the judgment of the officers woutd
have comne in, and they no dou
did what seemed best. TheY
may have thought the DLW
wag coming up, but that thed
could weathor it.  They all took the
same course and were all enught
in the same box. The men coul
not do u’grmt denl in these llU“'i:
canes. The wind blew everythinb
down, and the scas were henvy, 817
most beyond conception.? He I
membered, he ndded, o hurricnn® in
Rarbndoes’ which blew down Inrge
heavy stone bnildings and razed Al
most the entire fown; an this
seemed to be such a storm. [B¢
Idaho, n United States war vessl
wns onee caught at sea in & hurrl
cane, and though she escapeth
she was never any good :1fwl'i
wnrde. The wind was sv fem:f"'
from belween the  plankioé
that it forced the onrsmen oU
at the ship’s deck, nnd twisted the
vessel all ont of shape, und
rerembled the twisted withiesin
broken bnsket. The deck was ¥
sprung that you could go down D€
low nnd see threugh the «Ttie, -
what was going on above. A JttH
nore and the vessel would havt
been foundered. The Commt_)dﬂ";
scutentionsly expressed his opiniof
of the hurricane by saying: ‘I llﬂ"'{
wnnt any hurrieanes in mine. W¢
were more fortunnte than the Ger
msns in not losing so many Dev
but this was sur good luck. Th"Jd
were al) fighting for their [1ves 1
did everything they could. All “‘d
vessels adopted some course, A
none of them wonld have anything
much out of the way. They bo%
had three (1)1- four anchors do""\"lﬂé i
wis stenming upr to them. TH
guently werein collision,nnd did Do:
have much room to move about. 8
{ might have been that had only 0'1
vessel heen In the harbor she cot!
have been saved.”’ t he

Admiral Porter was scen, bl o5
has not yet read the ublished
port, nn&'t.herefore could not ex ¥
nny opinfon of the gituntion 11

the

light of the fuller particulars
{esived,



