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VARIED anandaddd diverse are the ilveslives and for-

tunes ofa men
I1

while the paths of some are
drewn wilhwith flowers and ease from the cradle

to tbthe ggravegrayeray e with naunaughtht to disturb their
peace others are marked victims of varied
misfortunes accidents and dangers the lastlait
named class is the onedria inin whose ranks I1 have

i toodstood through my infancy childhood youth
and manhood up to the present time so much

i go10 that it has seemed as though some invisible
power or fatefate was watching my foot steps inin
order to find some opportunity to take my life
from the earth I1 can only attribute the con-
tinuation of my life to the present timeume to a
mercifulul godGody hose liandhand has been stretched
out and rescued me from death in the midst of
the many dangerdangerssandand hair breadth escaescapesescapedpekpei I1

bayehave passedasid through some of which awillI1 will
bberehereere inenmentiontion

when three years of age I1 fell into a cal-
dron of boiling water was instantly caught
out

t
was so badly sscaldedcaldcaid ed that it was nine

months before I1 was considereddeutbeutent of dan-
ser

dan-

ter
at givefive yearsyearb ofafof agee I1 fell from the great

bermoybeam of a barn striking my facefaco uponP0 the
floor which came near breaking my neck i

three months afafterwardsterwards I1 broke one of my
arms by falling down stairs 1 soon after
broke inmy otherether airiairlarm by falling outot of a bihighab

4 I1
11 uuponpon a pile of timber i

when six years of age I1 came near being
killed by a surly bull mybly father and I1 were
feeding pumpkinss to the cattle a surly bull
brokdroye inyomacowcow away from the one shesha wabwas
abingeating 1I took the pumpkin he hadbad left upon
which behe pitched at me my father told me
to throw down the pumpkin and run I1 ran
down a steep hillhil1 and took the pumpkin with
me being determined that the cow should have
her rights the bull pursued aaas he was

bout to 0overtakeertaketako me I1 stepped into a post
hole and fell the bull leaped over me after
the puhipkinpumpkin and tore it to pieces with hishib
horns andana would have served me in the same
waywy had I1 not fallen

during0 the same year I1 wenwent intotinto my fathers
awsaw mill with seseveraleral others I1 got upon the

head blockwk to take a ride while the carriagecarriaga
waswaa running back not anticipating any dan-
ger

dan-
ter my leg was caught between the head
block and the fender post and broke both
bonebones of myrhy leg below the knee 1I was taken
to the houseeouse and lay nine hours bbefore my
bones were set suffering severe pain but being
young my bones soon knit together and I1 was
upon my feet again during my confinement by
thisthi lameness my bro thompson was also
confined in the ahmesame room with the typhus
feyerfever

when seven years of age I1 was riding on
the top of a load of hay whichwh ich my uncle oz
onn woodruff was driving to the barn he turn
add ththe load oveover upon me I1 wakwaiwabwas nearlyhearly suffo-
cated forr the tysiyawantnt of air before the hay was
movedremoved I1

at eight years old I1 was riding in a one
horse wagon with several otothershiersfiers the horse
took fright ran down a steep hibhill and turned
thetbt wagon over upon us butout again while in
the midst of dangerP my life was preserved
ahone of us were seriously injured

when nine years old I1 climbed into an elm
tretree to obtain bark I1 stepped upon a dry
limb which broke and I1 fell about fifteen feet
upon myily backb

I1
ack which atthebeatteebe breath ouioutort of

myray bodyvody A cusinjubincousin ran and told my parents I1
was dead before they arrived at the spot I1
emecame to my senses and met them

when twelve years of age I1 was drowned
in farmingtonfannFana ington river and sunk in 30 ft of
water and afterraftert carrying one person to46 the
bottom with me I1 wibwiswaswab miiamilamiraculouslycu10lo

1

cavedsaved
ubybuyy IL

6

young
c

mannan hamednamedI1bacona t da t64the

bottom and carrying with him a large atonestone
to holdbold him down until he obtained my body
not expecting to save mepie aliveto I1 suiTbufferedsufferedered much
in being restored to lifeilfe

at thirteen years of age while passing
through farmington meadows in the detthofdepth of
winter the roads were drifted with snow and
in an exceedingly0 blusteringmustering day I1 became so
chilled and overcome with cold that I1 could
hot travel I1 crawled into the hollow of a
large apple tree A man in the distance see-
ing me go in hastened to my rescue realizing
my danger more fully than I1 did when he ar-
rivedr ved at the spot I1 hadbad fallen asleep and was
nearly insensible he had much difficulty in
arousing me to a sense of my situation he
procured means to carrcarryy me to my fathers
house and through a kind providence my alflife
was again preserved

at fourteen years of age I1 split my left
instep open with an ax which went nearly
through my foot it was nine months getting
well

at fifteen years of age I1 was bitten in my
left hand byky a mad dodog in the last stage of
hydrophobia he dented my hand with his
teeth but did not draw blood and iwasI1 was again
preserved through the mercies of god from
an awful death

at the age of seventeen I1 was riding a very
ililllii tempered horse that I1 was not acquainted
with and while going down a very steep
rocky hill the horse taking advantage of the
ground suddenly leaped from the road and
ran down the steep amid the rocks at full
speed and commenced kicking up and at-
tempted to throw me over his headbead upon the
rocks but I1 lodged upon the top of his head
grasped holdhoid of each ear as with a death grip
expecting every moment to be dashed to pieces
against the rocks while in this position
sitting astride of his neck with no bridle to
guide him but his ears hehb plunged down the
hill under fullfuli speed until he ran against a
rock and was dashed to the ground I1 went
over both his head and the rock about one rod
and struck the ground square on my feet being
the only thing visible that saved my life for
had I1 struck upon any other part of my body
it must have killed me instantly as it was my
bones crushed from under me as though they
were reeds it broke my left leg in two places
and put out both my ankles in a shocking
manner and the horse came near rolling over
me in his struggles to get up my uncle
titus woodruff saw me fall got assistance
and carried me to his house I1 lay from 2 pm
till 10 without medical aid then my father
arrived bringing dr swiftonSwift of farmingtont with
him who set my bones boxed up mymy limbs
and carried mepe in hisbis carriage eight miles
that night to my fathers my sudsufsufferings
wereheresere very great I1 had good attention how-
ever and in eight weeks I1 was outut doors uronunonunon
my crutches

in 1827 while attempting to clear the iceled
out of a waterevater wheel standing upon the wheel
with around the shaftabaft a man hoisted
the gate and let a full head of water upon it
as soon as the watereater struck the wheel it
started my feet slipped into the wheel but I1
immediately plunged bead foremost over the
rim into about three feet of water and mv
weight drew my legs out of the wheel or I1
should have been drawn under a shaftabaft and
crushed to death

in 1831 while having chargechargo of the florrinflonfloufloeringflouringring
mill in collinsvilleCol linsville connecticut I1 was stand-
ing inside of a breast wheel 20 feet in dia-
meter upon one of the arms near the fop
clearing out the ice when a full head of water
wadwas let on to it the wheel immediately
started but I1 dropped my axalandand leaped
through it to the bottom by the shaftabaft and
arms caboutabout twenty feet as I1 struck the bot
tomba the wheel I1 was rolled out against a
ragged stone wall with only about two feet
clearance between it and the wheel the
wheel baugcaughtbt me and rolled me out into the
water belobeiobelow wherere I1 found myself without
ardyariy bonesbonea broken but withwitha sbomesomeme bruisesbru iseaiaea and
much fright

during the winter of 1831 while in new
hartfordd ct I1 passedgassed throughh a severe course
of0 lung fever

in 1833 the day I1 wabwaa baptizedbaptize one of my
horses newly sharp shod kicked my hat off
my head and had he struck two inches lower

I1

would probably have killed me instantly in
ten minutes afterwards ahilwhilee driving the
same team down a hill anon a sleigh without
any box the bottom boardsboaras slipped orwardforwardf
under the roller and caught thithethe ground turned
endwise and fell on the horses backs throw-
ing me between the horses abey ranrad to the
bottom of the hill dragging me with the lines
head foremost with the sleigh on top of me
about twenty rods over a smooth snow path
I1 escaped unharmed however in the midst of
both dangersb

in
1
1834 while traveling in Zions camp in

missouri a rigsrifle was accidentally discharged
and the ball passed through three tents with
about twelve men in each and lodged inin a
aaironwagon axletreeaxle tree while a man was standing
behind ititi and injured no one it passed within
a few inches of my breast and man
escaped as narrowly as myself

A few months afterwards a musket heavily
loadedfaded with buckshot was accidentally snap-

ped within a few feet of me with the muzzlemuzzie
pointed at my breast it hadbad a good flint abidarid
was well primed butbui it missed fire and my
lifeilfe was again preserved

in april 1839 in rorochesterchester illinois I1 was
ridingridin upon the running gearsgears of a wagonwaonwa on with-
out a box sitting upon the forward axletree
when the bolt fastening the coucoupling pole
came out which left the hind heelswheelsA and my
weight on the forward bolster and tontodtongueguigue
turned the coupling pole over on to the
horses turning the stakes upside down and
shut me uptip fast between the bolster and tongue
but in such a macneimanner that my headhea d and
shoulders dragged on the ground my horses
took fright and ran out into an open prairie
and dragged me in this position for about half
a mile I1 managed to guide them with my
left handband so as to run them into a cornercornter of a
high worm fence where we landed in a pile
together I1 was considerably bruised but es
apedc without any broken bones

july 23 18421841 prest joseph smith sent me
from nauvoo to st louis to procure a stockstoa of
paper I1 went down upon a steamboat was
six days on the way during which time I1 was
severely attacked with bilious fever thethed dayay
I1 made my purchase the ffeverver waswab so high0 I1
was scarcely sensible of what I1 was doing
As soon as I1 made my purchase and got my
freight on board I1 took my berth and lay there
until I1 arrived at nauvoo on the loth of aug
I1 was confined to my bed forty days and pass-
ed through the most severe fit ot0 bicknesssicknessI
ever enduredindureddurea my life was despaireddespeired of by
many of my friendsfriendg I1 was administered

i

ered to
by prest smith and the twelve my life wwaswabas
preserved by the power of god I1 took a re-
lapse

t

twice after I1 began to recorecoverver once
while in council with theth presidency and
twelve my strength left me my breath stop-
ped and I1 felt as though I1 was struck with
death

sept 12 18131843 at five pm I1 left
boston on the express train for portland
while passing through Cheste six
miles south of kennebunkKennebunk after garkganklark and
whileabile going at full speed we struck one of
the rails which some persons had raised by
rolling a log under it and landed in a pile
three cars were filled with passengerst erbers and
their lives were saved by havinghavinga a long train
of freight between the passenger cars and the
engine all of them were mashed to pieces the
engineer was killed some of the passengers
had bones broken I1 escaped unhurt

on the ath of oct 1846 while with the
camp otof israel building up winter quarters
on the west side of the missouri river then
indian country I1 passed through one of the
most painful and seriousaenious misfortunes of myray
life I1 took my axe and went two andnd a halfhalt
miles on to the bluffbluffss to cut some shingle tia
ber totolovercoverer myray cabin iwasewaa accompaniedac idleanlei d by

two men while ttethe third treetreewawas fallingfilling
which was an oak over two feekinfeet in diameter
I1 stepped behind it bomesome tentea feet and aloaio totd
one aideside the same distance where I1 thoughtthoughtlI1
would be entirely out of dandangerdanerr er but rhinrhan the
tree fell there beingt a crookcroolbrookinin the body of it
which struck a knoll on the ground the whole
body shot endwise back of the stumpiturapanipahland
bounded and thetse butt odthe tree struck mme enon
the breast and knocked me several feet ined
the air against0 a standing oak and the falling
tree followed me in its bound and caught me
against the standing tree and I1 came down
between them before reaching the earth how-
ever I1 wabwaa liberated from them andl ststruckruck
the ground upon my feet in a badly bruised con-
ditiondl my left thighthib the whole length of it
and my hip and left arm were much bruist id
my breast bone and three ribaribs on zoytoy leftlett id e
were broken my lungs vitals and left sidieidlid
were also bruisaruisbruised1

ed in aaa hockingshocking manner atterafter
the accident I1 satbat upon a log until mr
john garrison went a quarter of a mile to etcgt
my horse notwithstanding I1 waswabwassoso badly
hurt I1 mounted my horse and rode two and a
halfhalt miles over a very rough road dismount
ing twice in consequence of miry places my
breast and vitals were so badly torn to pieces
that at each step afpfof the horse the pain wentwelt
through me like an arrow 1I continued oaOR
horseback until I1 arrived at turkey creek oaon
the north side of winter quarters I1 then be
camcams exhausted and was taken offeyoff my horsahorsehorbor
and carried to my wagwagonon in a chair I1 wasw
met in the street by crests
H C kimballkimbill and W richardrichards and otherothers
who assistedassis

I1
lriirliri carrying me toi0 my family

before laying priebrieme upon my bed the presidencypreside ncy
lailallaid hands upon me rebuked my suffering angland
distress in the name odthe lord andzm said I1
should live aridand not die I1 was then laid upon
my bed in my wagon and as the apostles pro-
phesied upon my headbead sobo it camecarue to pass I1Is
employed no physician on this occasion but
was administered to by the elders of israel
andap

I1
nursed by my wife I1 lay upon mymy bed

unable to move until my breast bone began to
knit together which commenced on the ninth
day I1 beganbeginn to walkyaik about in twetwentyn ty 0dayeay6 JI

in thirty days from the time I1awaswaswag burtburtiI again
commenced todoto do bard labor Z

july 5 18489 while on a mission to the
eastern slatesstates I1 drove my carricarrlcarriageagt e containcontal2
ing myself and family into the door yard otiociof
br james williamwilliams in iowa to camp for ththi
nightt I1 tied my mules to a I1largearge oak tree
several rods from thethie carriagecarrlae aaAs we wr
about to lay down in the carriage for the night
I1 waswagwa strongly impressed to go and move inmyy
mules from thethi oak tree and also to move naydayy
barridgecarridecarridcarriacarridgee I1 followed the dictates of the spirit
and removed my mules to a small hickory
grove also moved my carriage deveralbeverlbeyerldeverl rb
and retired to rest I1 1

X 1

in a short time a heavyheady rain storm cameancame OB

which broke the tree near the ground and i

laid it prostrate where inmyy carriagea had stood
As it was the top atstruckruck the hind end of the i

carriage the freetree was ttotwo feet in diameter
thustb us by obeying the whisperings of the spirit
mysemyselfif and family were preserved

on thithee day of april 1856 while assist
ing tota remove an ox that had died from poison
ardand had been skinned I1 inoculated my arm
with poison and mortification ensued the
poison worked through my system for seyensern
days before it showed itself outwardly on
the my arm began to swell was in great
pain and showed signs ofbf mortification I1
showed

I1
it to prest young who advised mewe to

cleanse my stomach immediately and put on
onion poultices and anything that would drawaraw
the poison from myray system into ilyinymy arm whichwbich
counsel I1 immediately put in execution the

was anotherarother trying day to my life the
poison had so thoroughly penetrated my whole
system that my strength left lneineme I1 chaia nnot

1

ot
stand I1 was led to my bed my bowels and
stomachach ceased ioto aatiact my speech wabwaswabwag ilkelike
thitthat of a drunken man t rest younaun

i g icalledaillta
fin company with

f T

dr cprprague
y

khe nand
y

laidat
w

handsbandsb ena
AI

p
i

uponupon mmee iandnt rrebukedxuked tb 0 disease and
1

theth


