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WHAT IS18 THE MATTER WITH
THE EASTERN MAIL

EDITOR NEWS
on calling at the post office todayto day

gewerewe were informed nothing for you
the usual reply of late letters and
other mailmall matter over forty days from
new york not to hand yet persons
just in from bridger and elsewhere as-
sert that large quantities of mailmall matter
are strung all along from bridger

t herebere mall sacks in big heaps were ly-
ing wet and smoking as they came
along it seems a disdigdisgracerace to the fame
of the noted firm wcowho now have the
carrying why dont they hire a num-
ber of orox teams and haul in the back
mail matter letters papers and all
if they need help we will cheerfully
donate the use of one yoke of sturdy
oxen and could better amfordafford that than
that our mail matter should be much
longer delayed
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MINUTESS OF A DISTRICT

FERENCE
HELD IN THE ODD FELLOWS HALL bir-

mingham ON SUNDAY 24 1867
0 o
Reportreportedcd by Eeldorelderlder joseph graingerGraingcr

there were on the stand of the
twelve apostles orson pratt and
franklin DV riehardrichardrichardss presidents ef
districts abram hatch birmingham
james mcgaw norwich archibald N
hill southampton lVwilliamilliam gibson
nottingham william S warren
field presidents of conferences fran
leisdeis plattpiatt Birmigbirminghamham moses thatcher
cheltenham george hunter warwick

i shire anson V call sheffield rich-
ard bensobensonn Bedford shire samuel
southwick staffordshire ER N rus-
sell 1 1 liverpool E frostprost hereford
shireshire gravelinTrtravelingavelin elders E taylor J
aldridge and J stewartttstewartewartevart

loa10 am
singing by an excellexcellenthritbrit choir prayer

by elder nicholas groesbeekgroesbeck
elder ahanchA batchhatch in a few introduceintroduc

tory remarks congratulated the saints
nnnu tho aranegreat biownblaWn rs palo in meet-
ing in conference with so many of the
elders from zion surrounded as they
werekibrelibre with circumstances of so favor-
able a nature
beldermider francisplattpiatt saidbala itwas a source
of plpleasureeasueeaste to him to bebd surrounded by
bowspods ambassadors engaged as they
areiA inIR sowing the seedseeds of eternal truth
lailaa thethoI1 heartsh arts of thethe honesthonest he saldsaid
outpurtouy

I1 I1meetingsce ings are well attended and a
abobad inih

1
gatheringasherin is shortly expected

chisis q ir feelingse 1 Iu g werewane good and hebe
aboucould aspea wellweilelleil of both traveling el-
dersrs anand ranchbranch presidents he never
wished to labor with beuterbetter menmena for
they were always on hahand to bear testi-
mony to the world or anything re-
quired of them by the servants of god

elder george hunter said he thanked
god for the privilege of meeting with
the saints and servants of gotigod in that
hall and he desired to bear testimonyopy
that the saints were a good people strscrivIV
ing to live according to the will of
god

elder S southwick saidsald it was with
febfeifeelingslings of joy that he mebmet with the
saints inin that place the people in
staffordshire he said are a good people
Btstrivingriving to live their religion and are
longing to emigrate to zion so as to be
able to do even better in the future

elder A hatch said we had now
heard from all the conference presi-
dents composing this district he then
readriad the financial and statistical re-
sartver of tbthee district for the year endingg

eoc which was accepted and
may be found in STAR no 10 heile then
called the attention of the saints to the
subject how to emigrate and said
there was a number of persons in the
habit of drinking0 beer and smoking to-
bacco suppose one hundred persons
in the 1258 composing the district drank
one pint of sixpenny each day and
smoked two pennyworth of tobacco each
weekweek they would expend the sum of
nearnearly five hundred pounds a year
which sum if wisely used would emi-
grate a number of persons each year or
would go a great way in meeting the
expenses of the branches and in bless-
ing the poor

the meeting adjourned after dingisingingng
by the choir and benediction by elder
william gibson

21rpmpm
apostle orson pratt presented the

authorities of the church who were
unanimously sustained bytheby the uplifted
hands of the congregation he then
proceededproceededroceeded to say that this being histastfastlastlasi visit to this conference for some
time to come he should take the liberty
of saying a few words before sitting
down he thanked god for the privi-
lege of meeting with the saints for he
knew thistaistoto be the work of god had it
been otherwise he could not have loved
it and the saints connected with it as
fervently as he has done this know-
ledge did not belong to him alone but
was shared by all that have been bap-
tized into the family and covenant of
our heavenly father he said wewe
should undoubtedly feel honored to laebe
associated with the kings and queens of
the earth howbow much more glorious
must it be to be connected with the
kingdom of god as a son or daughter
of the king of kings he said we all
wish to and believe we shall eventualeventually
become perfect in the kingdom of gogod

1

in heaven what then is our duty
seeing that we cannot step from imper-
fection to perfection at one step we
must progress gradually in every thing
that is good if we would be perfect in
heaven we must learn to be perfect on
earth iffeif we expect no strife in heaven
we must learn to live without it on the
earth andabid if we would be united in
heaven we must be so on earth learn-
ing to bebd obedient to gods servants
here below so as to be entitled to a
place among the sanctified of the hosts
of heaven

elder william gibson said he knew
no greater honor than to teach mankind
the truths of the gospel to help them
to be better and to escape the evils of
sin and to draw them to purity and
eventually to endless joy in the presence
of god he could bear testimony that
god is our father the earth our coun-
try and mankind our brethren and in
this work hohe desired to labor until the
prayer of ouiour savior be fulfilled and the
will of god be done on earth as it is
done in heavenheagen he concluded with a
few words to the strangers exhorting
them to carry out the principles coffreeof free-
dom by thinking and acting for them-
selves in relation to the gospel

elder W B preston said he felt truly
thankful for the knowledge he possess-
ed relative to the work of god now
preached by the elders he had often
wished that he had lived in the days of
the ianlanancientclent apostles and prophets but
how he could bear testimony that pro-
phets and apostles 10lodo live and that we
arere associated with them in spreading
the glorious truths of the gospel to all
the nationsrations of the earth he exhorted
the saints to be truly thankful and to
livellva according to the teachteachings of the
servant godcod

after singing and benediction bbyy
apostle F p richards the meeting
adjourned until 6 pm

6 pm
after singing and prayer byellerby eldereider

jamestames mcgaw
apostle F D richards after refer-

ring to his former visits to this confer-
ence and to the rapid growth of the
church said the servants of god are
golgoigoingng into every nation sowing the
seedsseed 0of goodness and purity and not-
withstanding this the people lookuplook up-
on us with aversion simple because we
are polygamists in this they are labor-
ing under a false notion for was not
abraham a polygamist and atthe same
time a friend of god and have not good
and wise men practiced polygamy
yes even prophets patriarchs and
lawgiverslaw givers have done so and that with
the direct sanction of the god of israel
he said he did not wish to hurt the
feelings of any one but helie could not
help referring them to what is called
the social evil which is the effect of
the system he wished to

falsefaise delicacy audandandaud inform them
that the saints practiced polygamy
which would put an end to the practice
of those sinful indulgences that man is
so prone to and that the saints have
surrounded this divine institution with
more rigid rules of virtue than had been
enforced in times gone past in this
and many other countries the seducer
leads away the innocent and unsuspect-
ing from the homes of loving parents
to those of shame and infamy and the
wretch himself remains unpunished
while in utah virtue and honor are
guarded as something too sacred to bbee
tamtamperedperd with and the violaterviolator of fe-
male virtue finds a deserving punish-
ment even that of death he then
referred to hepworth dixons work
wherein he states that not one house of
ill repute iais to be found inin all utah

with its population0pulation of over one hundredthousandthousand after referring to kingmug hen-
ry VIII as the founder of the anglican
church he concluded by bearing testi-
mony that the work in which we are
engaged is the work of god

after which apostle orson pratt saldsaid
thourto our friends this work is a strangeastrande

work andana cheu to ourselves it is a won-
der and when compcomparedaredardd with other
dispensations it is truly a marvellousmarcellousmarvellous
work whenwhet god sent moses to gather
israel he found them all located in one
land and even the distance to the land
of promise was only eleven days jour
ney if taken in a direct course not so
with this latter day work for the ser-
vants of god are sent into all the world
and they go and make converts in
strange lands from thence they take
them over three thousand miles across
the sea and about three thousand miles
over the country this they have been
doing for about twenty years and have
succeeded in settling a tract of barren
country some miles in length with
about towns and villages with a
population of a hundred thousand souls
heitie then prophesied to the strangers
that should they live a few years longer
they would see the saints return to
their former possessions in missouri
and the nations and people who fight
against zion would pass away as a
dream or a night vision and eventually
the kingdoms orthisof this world would be
given into the hands of the saints for
an everlasting possession

benediction by elder A hatch
large and attentive audiences attend-

ed throughout the day an excellent
spirit prevailed and all felt it hadbad been
a day of great blesinblessings to them

on monday evening in the samebame hall
a vocal and instrumental concert was
held which reflected much credit
onou tlethethe performers and committee of
arrangements and thus ended one of
the best religious and social gatherings
of the latter day saintssainta in birming-
ham

stockholm sweden feb 6 1867

ELDER PRATT
dear brotherbrothers since myiny last to you

of january 1I have in company
with elders carl and neils

i visited and held meetingsinee tings
in each of ththee conferences in the king-
dom of sweden As the snow was of so
great a depth in most parts of denmark
and norway being in places so as to
cover the telegraph wires it was con-
cluded that the greatest good would bebel
accomplished by our taking this course
as brother had intendintendededdoedloto
visit the swedish saints ifit I1 did not ac-
company him and the road tnin this
direction was open for travel besides
brother thinks the work in
this nation has not had the opportuni-
ties for extension and advancement
which it has had in denmark and nor
way true there were a goodly num-
ber of elders appointed to the scandi-
navian mission but it happened that
nearly all of them were danish and
therefore not adapted to the peculiar
mode bby which the gospel has to be
introduced and promulgated in this
kingdom

in denmark the elders stand forth
with holy boldness claiming and main-
tainingtain inoinc their rights under their consti-
tution to preach and worship according
to the dictates of their own consciences
not so here in sweden A dissenter
has no right in law or by the constitu-
tion to worship any hour when the
state church which is lutheran shall
be holding their service A provision
of the law grants to resident dissenters
members of other state churches the
privilegelegelego of holding meeting on sun-
daysnys provided alsoaiso that such meetings
aarere not intended to make proselytesproselytes
to such dissenting faiths all religious
denominations being deemed dissenters
except the saints thus you see that
in insteadstead of having constitutional or le-
gal guarantees or inducements for fur-
thering our work we are entirely on
francesufferancesuf in our labor of love to this
portion of the human family and our
elders are liable at any time to be ta-
ken up and imprisoned at the instiga-
tion odtheof the priests

our only safe and certain mode hith-
erto has been for somebome elder a mechan-
ic to obtain employment in the place
where it was designed to introduce the
gospelgos 1 and thus while employed at his
workworn disseminate the revealed truth
among the handsbands until without let or
hindrance from the enemy a branchbrauch
was organized and the fire once kind-
led sognbogn won its widening way in this
manner mostly hayehave the thirty eighteight

branches which compose the four codcon
ferencekferen ces in sweden been built up and
which besides those who have iwermigrat-
ed now number about sixteen huehui
dred members

it is not by any means thatthai our aws
dish brethren lack thepluck to use holds
er means but that this appears the onaoni
prudent method recently two of 09
elders thinking it too slow a groces
for so important a work concluded t01

call on the minister of a parish offetoffe
him the truth andiaand if possible get liber
ty to hold meetings among hishib flock
the result was that after staying ovetoyet
night with him his reverence toltold
them they must leaveleave his parish an
not come into it again to teach sucsuesuell
heretical doctrines if they did hi14

would send them to prison not con-
tent with this captious mode ofleofclosinglosIng
up their way they quietly visited in

another parish and succeedsucceededcd in waken-
ing an interest to hearbear more and in
view of a meeting a gentleman offered
his house for preaching whereupon the
minister was respectfully invdinvinvitedsted to

attend demanding to know why they
had presumed to such like in his parish
without hibhis knowledge he received forfoi
a rereplyay that they did not come to conpon
tend with him but to inform him there
was to be a meeting and to invite him
to attend if he pleased thus getting
the truth before a part of his eoplepeople itany
took root in their hearts and become
impossible of extinction in most
places where the gospel can be revealed
to the people it finds believers readily j

but the law establishing the LutherlutheransLuth eranieransattiattl
church in these northern countries
have given the priests almost unlimited
authority to compel the adoption ol01

that faith making their mode the only
legitimate form of marriage ac indeed
in their constraint of religious opinion
as well as many of their rites and cerecerel i

monies they are but one step removed
from their ancient catholic mother for

example a brother wentwe to a lutheran
priest to be married butwas refused the
ceremony because he was a heretic and
applied to the president of the mission
who advised him to get a writing from
the priest stating the fact which he i

did when brother married
him and gave him a certificate of ththe i

same sinceinceinee whichaich his neighbors conCOD

sider hhimim an honorably married man 1

thus while the priests are willing to

exercise their power to an extent that
bastardisesbastardises or renders illegitimate forty
two per cent of the population asns shown
by the statistics of thisthia city therethere is aan

insatiable thirst on the part of the peo i

piele tthathat is growing with the rulers antani
60sovereigndereign also for an extension of huhn i

i man rights and freedom of thought
of speech of the press and ofconstien I1

bious worship of almighty god as il

Americanthe eagle becoming restivelyrestrestiveveliby

the presence of innocent blood on thatthaith
nations escutcheon had winged its I1

over these european nations to see il9

there might be found some permanentnlml

resting place before taking up its final
abode in the rocky mountains drop i

ping here and there a feather which hwhai
inspired the nations where they felfe
with the spirit of progress an ambitambitionioplop

to extend the area of their liberty antami
freedom in every legitimate mode amant
this spirit seems to have affected al
classes unless I1 suppose I1 must excel
the clergy with few honorablehoriorablerabie excel
eions and it iaIs the general presence 60
this sentiment that permits and favorravo
the gospel in this country

I1 hadhid the happy privilege last sundsunda
evening to meet with about one hudhue
dred saints and fifty strstrangersangersAugers in i

pleasant little hallhalt in this city and t

address thernthem with great freedom attiattlaa
pleasure although throughbrough an intes
preter it seemed singularly straud
to me that I1I1 was nearly eight thouthousandsandsadibl

miles from myray home preaching thit
ea

gospel to the gothsgoehs and candels c

northern europe that in sweden alon
nearly two thousand persons had obe a
the gospel and accepted all the dot0

trinesbrines of the church not exceptexceptinglieliO

tithing consecrations and poleg
in the faith with the same right googod
will that you and I1 haveI1 and eailcall ijuuta
their home with as heartfeltheart felt sinsincerityceril
as do either of us how can I1 help

speaking to them by the spirit wo
its effects caused smiles and tears to

alternate in their countenances the
strangers gave the best of attentionioni

and we could see and feel that the truth
was gaining place in their hearts

being out on a preaching tour among

the churches and in winter was not BO80

favorable a time to see the country but

was a more favorable time to see the
people inasmuch as the royalty and


