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THE DESERET NLEWS.

~ @orvespondence,

WHAT IS THE MATTER WITH
THE EASTERN MAIL?

————

EpiTor NEwWs:

On callingat the Post Office to-day
we were informed ‘‘nothing for you'’—
Letters and
other mail matter over forty days from
ersons
just in from Bridger and elsewhere as-
sert thatllarge quantities of mail matter
along—from Bridger
. here—mail sacks in big heaps were ly-

came

the usual reply of late.
New York not to hand yet!

are strung all

ing wet and smoking as they
along! Ifseems a disgrace to the fame

of the noted Firm who now have the
carrying. Why don’t they hire a num- |
ber of ox teams and haul in the back
mail matter—letters—papers—and all?
we will cheerfully |
oke of sturdy
oxen, and could better afford that than
that our mail matter should be much

1f they need hel

donate the use Et" one

longer delayed.

May 8. i T. W. E.

(From the Millennial Star.)

MINUTES OF A DISTRICT CON-
FERENCE.

HELD IN THEODD-FELLOWS' HALL, BIR~-

OMINGHAM, ON SUNDAY, FEB, 24, 1867,

(Reported by Elder Joscph Grainger.)

There were on the Stand — Of thg
an
Presidents ef |

Twelve Apostles, Orson Pratt,
Franklin D. Richards.
Districts, Abram Hatch, Birmingham;
James McGaw, Norwich; Archibald N.
Hill, Southampton; William Gibson,
Nottingham; William 8, Warren, Shef-
field; Presedents of Conferences, Fran-
cis Platt, BirmifNgham; Moses Thatcher,
Ghalt&nﬁam; (reorge Hunter Warwick-
shire; Anson V. Call, Sheffield; Rich-
ard Benson, Bedfordshire; Samuel
Southwick, Staffordshire; R. N. Rus-
gell, Liverpool; E. Frost, Hereford-
shire. Traveling Elders, E, Taylor, J.
Aldridge,and J. Stewart.
105 a.m.

Singing by an excellent choir. Prayer
by Elder Nicholas Groesbeck.

Elder A. Hatch, in a few introduc-

tory remarks, congratulated the Saints
on tho great blessings enjoyved in meet-
ing in Conference with so many of the
Elders from Zion, surrounded as they
were ,with circumstances of ‘so favor-
able a nature. e
Elder Francis Platt said it was a source
of pleasure to him, to bé surrounded by
God’'s ambassadors, engaged as the
_are in sowing the seeds of eternal trut
in the hearts of the honest. He said,
our meetings are well attended, and a
good ingathering is shortly expected.
_ %ja own feelings were good, and he
could speak well of both Traveling El-
. ders and Branch Presidents; he never
wished to labor with better men; for
they were always on hand to bear testi-
mony to the world, or anything re-
quired of them by the servants of God.
Elder George Hunter said he thanked
God for the privilege of meeting with
the Saints and servants of God in that
hall, and he desired to bear testimony
that the Saints were a good ple, striv-

ing to live according: to the will of

God.

“Elder B. Bouthwick said it was with
feelings of joy that he met with the
Saints in that place. The people in
Staffordshire, he said, are a good people
striving to live their religion, and are
longing to emigrate to Zion, so as to be
able to do even better in the future.

Elder A. Hatch said, we bhad now
heard from all the Conference Presi-
dents composing this District. He then
read the Financial and Statistical Re-

ort of the District, for the year endin

%eu. 31, 1866, which was accepted, an
may be found in STAR No. 10. He then
called the attention of the Saints to the
subject, “how to emigrate,’ and said
there was a number of persons in the

habit of drinking beer and smoking to-

bacco. Suppose one hundred persons,
in the 1258 composing the distriet,drank
one pint of sixpenny each day, and
smoked two pennyworth of tobaeco each

week, they would expend the sum of

nearly five hundred pounds a year,
which sum, if wisely used, would emi-
grate a number of persons each year, or
would go a greéat way in meetin
expenses of the Branches, and in
ing the poor.

The meeting adjourned, after singing
the choir, and benediction by Elder

b
Vgﬂliam (Gibson.
2k p

:m
Apostle Orson Pratt presented

the
less-

t'he

Authorities of the Church, who were
unanimously sustained by the uplifted
hands of the congregation. He then

roceeded to say, that this being his
ast visit to this Conference for some
time to come, he should take the liberty
of aayinﬁ a few words before sitting
down. He thanked God for the privi-
lege of meeting with the Saints, for he
knew this to be the work of God; had it
been otherwise, he could not have loved
it, and the Saints connectetl with it, as
fervently as he has done. This know-
ledge did not belong to him alone, but
was shared by all that have been bap-
tized into the family and covenant of
our heavenly Father. He said, we
should undoubtedly feel honored to be
associated with the kings and queens of
the earth, how much more
must it be, to be connected with the
kingdom 6f God, as a son or daughter
of the King of kings. He said, we all
wish to, and believe we shall eventuall
become perfect in the kingdom of God,
in heaven. What, then, is our duty,
seeing that we cannot step from imper-
fection to perfection at one step? e
must progress gradually in every thing
that is good; if we would be perfect in
heaven, we must learn to be perfect on
earth; if we expect ne strife in heaven,
we must learn to live witheut it on the
earth; and if we would be united in
heaven, we must be so on earth, learn-
ing to be obedient to God’s servants
here below, so as to be entitled to a
place among the sanctified of the hosts
of heaven.

Elder William Gibson said he knew
no greater honor than to teach mankind
the truths of the Gospel, to help them

——

|

sin, and to draw them to Eurity, and
eventually to endless joy in the presence
of God. He could bear testimony that
God is our Father, the earth our coun-
try, and mankind our brethren, and in

prayer of our Savior be fulfilled, and the
will of God be done on earth as it is
done in heaven. He concluded with a
few words to the strangers, exhorting
them to carry out the principles of free-
dom, by thinking and acting for them-
selves in relation to the Gospel.

Elder W. B. Preston said he felt truly
thankful for the knowledge he possess-

ed relative to the work of God now
preached by the Elders. He had often

wished that he had lived in the days of
the ancient Apostles and Prophets; but
now he could bear testimony that Pro-
phets and Apostles do live, and that we
are associated with them in spreading
the glorious truths of the Gospel to all
the nations of the earth. He exhorted
the Saints to be truly thankful, and to
live according to the teachings of the

servants of God.

After sin in% and benediction by
Apostle F. gD ichards, the meeling
adguurued tintil 6 o’clock, p.m,

. 0 p.m.

After singing, and prayer byPEldﬂr
James McGaw :

Apostle F, D. Richards, after refer-
ring to his former visits to this Confer-
ence, and to the rapid growth of the
Church, said the servants of God are
going into every nation, sowing the
seeds of goodness and purity; and not-
withstanding this, the people look up-
on us with aversion, simple because we
are polygamists. In thisthey are labor-
ing under a false notion, for was not
Abraham a gulygamiat, andatthe same
time a friend of God? and have not good
and wise men practiced polygamy?
Yes, even Prophets, Patriarchs, and
law-givers have done so, and that with
the direct sanction of the God of Israel.
He said he did not wish to hurt the
feelings of any one, but he could not
help referring them to what is called
the ‘‘social evil,”” which is the effect of
the monogamic system. He wished to
throw off false delicacy,and inform them
that the Saints practiced polygamy,
which would put an end to the practice
of those sinful indulgences that man is
so prone to, and that the SBaints have
surrounded this divine institution with
more rigid rules of virtue,than had been
enforced in times gone past. In this
and many other countries, the seducer
leads away the innocentand unsuspect-
ing from the homes of loving parents,
to those of shame and infamy, and the
wretch himself remains unpunished;
while in Utah, virtue and honor are
guarded as something too sacred to be
tampered with, and the violater of fe-
male virtue finds a deserving punish-
ment, even that of death. He then
referred to Hepworth Dixon’s work,
wherein he states that not one house of
ill-repute is to be found in all Utah

R

lorious |

to be better, and to escape the evils of |

this work he desired to labor, until the’

——————

with its population of over one hundred
thousand, After referring to kipg Hen-
ry VIII, as the founder of the Anglican
Church, he concluded, by bearing testi-
mony that the work in which we are
engaged is the work of God.

After which, Apostle Orson Pratt said
—To our friends this work is a strange
work, and eveu to ourselves it is a won-
der, and when compared with other
dispensations, it is truly a marvellous
work. When God sent Moses to gather
Israel, he found them all located in one
land, and even the distance to the land
of promise was only eleven days’ jour-
ney, if taken in a direct course. Not so
with this Latter-day Work, for the ser-
vants of God are sent into all the world,
and they go and make converts in
strange lands; from thence they take
them over three thousand miles across
the sea, and about three thousand miles
| over the country; this they have been
doing for about twenty years, and have
sueceeded in settling a tract of barren
country, some 400 miles in length, with
about 105 towns and villages, with a

pulation of a hundred thousand souls.

e then Srﬂpheaied to the strangers,
that should they live a few years longer,
they would see the Saints return to
their former possessions in Missouri;
and the nations and people who fight
against Zion, would pass away as a
dream or anight vision, and eventually
the kingdoms of this world would be
given into the hards of the Saints, for
an everlasting possession. .

Benediction by Elder A. Hatch.

Large and attentive audiences attend-
ed throughout the day, an excellent
spirit prevailed, and all felt it had been
a day of great bieaainga to them.

On Monday evening, in thesame hall,
a vocal and instrumental concert was
held, which reflected much ecredit
lon the performers, and committee of
arrangements; and thus ended one of
the best religious and social gatherings
of the Latter-day Saints in Birming-
ham.

[
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Stockholm, Sweden, Feb. 8, 1867.
ELDER PRATT.

Dear Brother,—Since my last to you
of January 25th, I have, in company
with Elders Carl Widerborg and Neils
Wilhelmson, visited and held meetings
in each of the Conferences in the king-
dom of Sweden. As the snow was of so
great a depth in most parts of Denmark
and Norwry, being in places so as to
cover the telegraph wires, it was con-
cluded that the greatest good would be
accomplished by our taking this course,
as brother Widerborg had intended.to
visit the Swedish Saints if I did not ac-
company him, and the road in this
direction was open for travel; besides,
brother Widerborg thinks the work in
this nation has not had the opportuni-
ties for extension and advancement
which it has had in Denmark and Nor-
way. True, there were a goodly num-
ber of Elders appointed to the Scandi-
navian Mission, butit hl]gpened that
nearly all of them were Danish, and
therefore not adapted to the peculiar
mode by which the Gospel has to be
introduced and promulgated in this
kingdom.

In Denmark, the Elders stand forth
with holy boldness, claiming and main-
taining their rights, under their Consti-
tution, to preach and worship according
to the dictates of their own consciences.
Not so here, in Sweden. A dissenter
has no right in law, or by the constitu-
tion, to worship any hour when the
State Church, which is Lutheran, shall
be holding their service.' A provision
of the law grants to resident dissenters,

members of other state churches, the | address them with

privilege of holding meeting on Sun-
days, provided also that such meetings

to such disaentinf
denominations bein
except the Saints,

1

Branches which co se the four Cop.
ferences in Bweden, n built up, ang
which, besides those who have migrai
ed, now number about sixteen hus
dred members.
1t isnot by any means that our Swe
dish brethren lack the pluck to use bold
er means, but thatthisa the onj
rudent method. Reeently two of ou
E‘.ldarﬂ thinking it too slow a proces
for so important a work, econcluded §
call on the minister of a parish, offa
him the truth, and if possible, get libex
to hold meetings among his flock
he result was, that after staying ovel
night with him, his reverence told
them they must leave his parish, an{
not come into it again, to teach suck
heretical doctrines; if they did, h¢
would send them to prison. Not con
tent with this captious mode of closing
up their way, l'.h?r quietly visited ig
another parish, and succeeded in waken:
ing an interest to hear more, and in
view of a meeting, a gentleman offered
his house for preaching, wheréupon the
minister was respectfully invited «
attend. Demanding to know why they
had presumed to such like in his parish,
without his knowledge, he received fo
a reply, that they did not come to con
tend with him, but to inform him there
was to be a meeting, and to invite hin
to attend if he pleased. Thus getting
the truth before a part of his [Penple, it
took root in their hearts, and become
impossible of extinetion. In mosl
places where the Gospel can be revealed
to the people, it finds believers readily,
but the law establishing the Lutheran
Church in these northern countries
have given the priests almost unlimited
authority to compel the adoption o
that faith, making their mode the only
legitimateformof marriage, &e. Indeed,
in their constraint of religious opinion,
as well as many of their rites and cere
moniés, they are but one step removel
from their ancient Catholic mother; for -
example, a brother wentto a Lutheran
priest to be married, but was refused the
ceremony because he was a heretie, and

| applied to the President of the Mission,

who advised him to get a writing from
the priest stating the fact, which he
did, when brother Widerborg married
him, and gave him a certificate of the
same, since which his neighbors con
sider him an honorably married man
Thus, while the priests are willingt
exercise their power to an extent thal
bastardises or rendersillegitimate forty:
two per cent. of the population,asshowt
by the statistics of this city, there isan
insatiable thirst on the part of the peo
ple, thatis growing with the rulers ani
Sovereign also, for an extension of hu
man rights, and freedom of thought
of speech, of the press, and of conscien
tious worship of Almighty God; as I
the American eagle, becoming restive by
the presence of innocent blood on thd
nation’s escutcheon, had winged its wn!y‘
over these European nations, to see
there might be found some permanen
resting place before taking up its find
abode in the Rocky Mountains, drop
ing here and there a feather, which ha
nspired the nations where they fel
with the spirit of progress, an ambitior
to extend the area of their liberty ant
freedom in every legitimate mode, ant
this spirit seems to have affected al
classes, unless, I suppose I must excep
the clergy, with few honorable excep
tions, and it is the general presence ¢
this sentiment that permitsand favon
the Gospel in this country. |
I had the happy privilege last Sunda)
evening, to meet with about one hun

dred Saints and fifty strangers, in !

| pleasant little hall in this eity, and

great freedom an
pleasure, although through an inter
preter. It seemed singularly strang

are not intended to make proselytes | to me, that I was nearly eight thousan
faiths; all religious | miles from my home preaching th

g deemed dissenters, | Gospel to the Goths and Vandels ¢
Thus you see that | Northern Europe—thatin Sweden alont

instead of' having Constitutional or le- | nearly two thousand persons had obey#
gal guarantees or inducements for fur-| the Gospel, and accepted all the do¢

thering our work

we are entirely
guffrance in our

i

on | trines of the Church, not exceptiu
abor of love to this | tithing, consecrations, and polygan|

ortion of the human family, and our | in the faith, with the same right goo

lders are liable at any time to be ta-
ken up and imprisoned at the instiga-
tion of the priests.

Our only safe and certain mode hith-
erto, has been forsome Elder, a meehan-
ic, to obtain employment in the place
where it was designed to introduce the
Gospel; and thus while employed a# his

|

1

will that you and I have, and call Utsé
their home with as heart-felt sinceril
as do either of us. How ecan I hel
speaking to them by the Spirit, whi
its effects caused smiles and tears i0
alternate in their countenances. The
strangers gave the best of attention
and we could see and feel that the truth

work, disseminate the revealed truth | was gaining place in their hearts.

among the hands until without let or

hindrance from the enemy, a Branch | the churches, an

Being out on a preaching tour among

in winter was not 80

d

was organized, and the fire once kind- | favorable a time to see the country, bul

led soon won its widening way. In this

was a more favorable time to see the

manner, mostly, have the thirty-eight | people, inasmuch as the royalty and

A



