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legitimate obligations of the roads lo10it
other assay would undoubtedly bbe of
very great great benefit if the exper-
iment were found successful in these
cases the govergovernmentmout could gradually
increase its possession making the
income from its roads pay their ex-
penses and costcoat under such a plan
there would be no necessity for bleat
loging a great bonded indebtednessindebted ness to
buybay out all the roads in the country
if the experiment proved unsuccess-
ful the government could
the roads to the stockholders or bondband
holders again

but the chief objection to govern-
ment ownership and management of
railroads isie as pointed out by the
NEWS the fear that the roads would
be a great political machine ttti

be used by the party in power
for their benefit that positions onOL

the roadscoads would be among the spoils 010

tffloe as too many government post
are today I1 admit the force 0

this objection and would not favor any
extension of government unctionfunction
until a rigid civil service law was inILI

force that covered all bratbrai ches of tinth
service we certainly have made
some improvement in this direction
itif we admit that we cannot finallydually en-
force civil service regulations among
all departments of the government we
had better concede at once that aresu b
lican form of government in a failurelal lure
that the united state isie incapable olof
governing itself and invite a strong
european monarchy to take charge olof
our governgovernmentwent the british empire
has a civil service that Isii never affected

in the slightest degree by any change
of party and ini outside the itiinfluencefluence viui

the most powerful politician waW
ought to be ashamed to admit that wfwe

will never bebb able to place our public
service beyond the reach of part z n
influence

but government ownership of rail-
roads does notdot necessarily mean gov-
ernment operation of trails compe-
tition in transportation can tobe secured
by government ownership of road beds
andandi private operation of trains abb

confine the government to only
up the road bedsbade and freight

offices and the
1

of train
the cars and engineenginesengi p round houses
audand repair abmpr etc would be owned
by private companies and individuals
andana the army of men employed in
these departdepartmentsmeAts would be under pri-
vate the government
employeeemp loyes would therefore be compara-
tively kmellarnall in number and the dandangerler

of political manipulation correcorrespond-
ingly

spon 1

reduced
with government of road

beds all audand any transportation com-

panies or individuals would have theliao

privilege of running trains over
the road subject to the time
table of the road on the pay-
ment of a certain price per ca
or ton per mile this would give per-
fect competition the company utof

alering the best service at the lowest
prices would get the bulkbulb of toe busibuol
lissy large maumac ring or mini in

run their own traine
cities commercial bodies or scitt ies

could leaseleape traits for excursion I1aurur
freight and passenger rates

would be fixed tyby the cost of the per-

vice lot as now by what the

f
will bear it41 would be impossible to
freeze out private coal valuemine operators
spellerssmellerssmellers teelevatorslevator etc asae tola now
done by railway companies which
are interested toio such enterprises it
would place every business enterprise
on the same footing and success
woudaou d upon economy good
judgment qualityqualify and price rather
than upon standing in with the rail-
ways and getting a good rebate

it is this direction that the demand
for government ownership of rail raade
toIB taking the demand for government
ownership toie becoming stronger as the
abuses of private ownership become
more oppressive it is estimated that
nearly nine tenthsof the people of callcali-
fornia want government ownership of
the pacific roads it is bound to come
sooner or laterthe sooner the better
I1 think the plan outlined in this article
offers the safest and mostmeet feasible
plan yet proposed
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SPRAYING AND OTHER ITEMS

at present this seems to beanbe an un-
solved problemlm it appears to be arac

question to cikay of out
peopleeople but isie viewed from different
standpoint some want a strong law
others want some mild educationaleducationai
measure abillstil otherslothers want
abolished in regard to the matter
another illustration of the old adage

divided we fall
we believe in order to gotget this matter

before theabe people in proper shape a
state board ofat agriculture should bebb

orianiorganizedzed in this way the matter
could be put in the bands olof the people
at little or no cost to the state again
sucheuch an organization is needed to
which all branches of agriculture
should gravitate and an organization
of this kind would underunderstand wethe
wishes and needs of the people in
every branch of our agricultural in
terest then we would not need to be

as we are now everybody asking
for legislation and no one seem-
ing to know what is needed so far
four billsbilla have been presented to wethe
legislature but our legislalegislatorstorii having
been struck by a cyclone of economy
bonconsignedsigned them to oblivion economy
seems to be the watchword of many
members of the present legislature
and we believe they will have the sup-
port of the people in this course

we have been repeatedly asked for
our views on this question but having
been appointed on a special committee
to try and adopt some measure trialthat
would be acceptable to the legislature
and holding oppoppositecette views to the
majority of the committee we did not
wish to prejudice their report but now
that this and all other spray billsbila so far
presented have been thrown boutweout we
feel at liberty to present what we contcon
eldereider to be the views of the m bority of
the people of the state we
have a petition before us digneo
by fruit growers and bee
keepers and coming from nearly
all parts of the state asking
that LLO0 spray law be passed without
providing that no viles etc
shall be sprayed with any
substance while in bloom as it washes
the pollen out of the blossom thus
destroying much of the fruit and
killing the bees this would be de-
cidedlycio wrong and no person claims

the right of any law that will allow
one person to injure another besides
toin this case the injury would bbe two-
fold as wowe need the honeybovey bee to fer-
tilize wethe blosblossomssomis itif we would maxemake
a success of growing seeds or fruit
thesetheme petitionerspetitioners also ask thatthe law
relating to foul brood among bees be so
amended asaa to make it operative they
do cot ask for any money considersconsidera-
tion but that some measure may be
adopted to protestprotect the keepersbeekeepersbee from
this dread didiseasestase thosethese people saybay
thatabat itif outour legislators are not generous
enough to give usua some simple law
to work to inID trying to eradicate
this dread disease from among our
beesbebe especially when they are
willing to pay the cost then
they prefer that all acts relating to the
subject be repeated itsaa they are and
have been taxed for years agizi are re-
ceiving little or no benefit who will
say that this tois justfuel or right we find
that the bee industry tois of much more
importanceImport auGe and benefit to the state
than many of our people suppose and
it should be encouraged so also should
our fruit industry but it also should
be made as near as possible self sustain
ing A majority ofat our truitfruit growers
believe that if we hadbad some plain edu-
cationalrationalcationalsl spray law it couldcoal nebe operated
at little eastcost under a state board otof agri-
culturecul all necessary information
could be distributed through the prepress
or otherwise throughout the entire
state for less than one third the money
paid out by one county to inspectors
under the operation of our late spray
law berne putsparts of this law were too
arbitrary and it came so near being a
failure that our legislators do not
seem willing to again try tletie
experiment yet we find that there is
still a few abal would like to have an-
other law of this kind adapted they
assert that we need a strong cast iron
law one bat will force everybody to
come to time as they express it and
that nothing short otat this woula an-
swer the purpose now while some
otof those people are honest in their
views it should be remembered that
with a lewfew of them the main object is
an office or for what there is in it
again we findand a great many from
nearly all parts of the state who as-
sert juptjuat as positively that we need no
spray laws aney tell us this
matter should not be forced onOB the
people they argue that it is unjust and
unconstitutional to make it a matter of
compulsion still others tell us that
while they are willing to support the
bestbeat possible measure for tilethe benefit
of the fruit industry they believe that
it should be educational instead of atar
bitnar while some waymay holdbold ex-
treme views on this as in all other
questions and while it does not seem to
be in the nature of things for
all to see alike it should be plain bat
every one should exert himself for the
best general interest for the success of
our huic industry and rono one shouldshoula
be willing to fall back into the flame
old run that we have been tktravelingaveling so
long for any one doing this can hardly
be considered a friend to the fruit in-
dustry we would like to impress on
all interested in our fruit growing in-
dustry this a0 e fact that success in this
matter depends more on our wnown ef-
forts than on the actions of our feigt
borsbore otof course itif our neighbor does
nothing to save hisbis fruit iti will take
bittle extra effort on our part to make a


