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should take upon ourselves physical| It is common nmong those who
| are rated among unbelievers, who

couditions in order to obtain experi-
ence that would enable us to ad-
vance in intelligence, in the seale of
Remg, and thus be prepared fora
greater and more exceeding weight
of glory” in the eternities to come.
The work that was performed by
brist when He eame and took on
mortality, as the Son of Gol, re-
lieved ng from all responsibility re-
garding the transgression of Adam,
and He opened the way before us
whereby we might be freed from
our own transgressions, for which
we are responsible. . This freedom
from sip is attained by following in
the footsteps of the Savior, keeping
the commandments which He gave,
And offering our lives, so far as
Necessary, as a sacrifice for the
8ake of truth and righteousness. All
Who profess Christinnity accept of
the atonement of our Lord and
Bavior Jesus Christ as a fuct applic-
able to the whole human race; and
this is the beginning of the Chris-
Han faith.
. It is not difficult to ascertain what
18 required of us In following in His
tenchings if we peruse the Beriptures
and accept the truth as it there
Btands, without prejudice, without
re-conceived notions and ideas. I
8y it down as an incontrovertible
Proposition, from a seriptural stand-
{)Oint, that in addition to this belief
I the atonement, it is necessary
to exercise faith in all things per-
t(;f:_inlng to the Gonpel of our Redeem-

Following this is the doctrine of
repentance ‘‘unto the remission of
8ine’? that we may be (reed from
that loud, and realize the saying of
theBavior that His ‘‘yoke is easy”
and His “burden is light.” Then
follows obedience to the ordinance,
also elearly defined inthe seriptures,
known as the Christian rite of bap-
llam.for the remission of sins. Suc-
Ceading this is that he who hnas
taken the steps already described
shall have the hands of authorized
Servangs of the Messialh Inid upon

Is hend that he may receive the

oly Ghoset, and thus by these fwo
uptisme—the baptisms of water and
of the spirit—he may become 2 new

are infldels, to scout the idea of faith
in spiritual things; and yet faith is
a principle that is uatural and that
is accepted io all the conditions of
life. Suppose there was no fnith—
if that were supposable; for to
imagine such a condition would be
to presume that there would be no
looking forward to the future; no
attempt to grasp it and to act in or-
der to preduce resnits which are not
at present seen or understood. Paul’s
definition of faifh is clearand beau-
tiful; it commends itself at once to
the understanding.  “Faith,” he
says, ‘‘is the suhstance (assurance)
of things hoped for, the evidence of
things not seen.’” Suppose that
Newton and Herschel had not pos-
gessed this power within them, they
would not have comprehended by
the principle of that fhith or under-
standin which was in them
that there was still nnother
plunet that had not yet been dis-
covered;, they would not have
searched among the heavenly bodies
in order to make the further discov-
eries which they did. Itis common
among unthinking Feop]e to say
that they will not believe in things
that they cannot see, feel, taste, or
smell, that they cannot comprehend
through the natural sunses; yet nei-
ther lNewton nor Herschel had
handled. tasted or smelled the
planet Uranus. Those objectors to
the principle of faith themselves
believe that tomorrow will arrive,
though thty eannot grasp it by any
other process. Bo we may cast
about and reason upon natural
things, and we comprehend that
faith is a matural principle. Why,
then, not have faith in ('ihingﬂ that
are spiritunl?

Having faith in this grand basie
rinciple of the Christinn- religion,
he atonement, it is natural that

that position would be followed up.
Having accepted of Christ, it Is es-
sential that those who do so und
undertake to follow him shall plnce
themselves in unison with Him and
with His Bpirit, purify themselves
and rectify their moral and spirit-
ual natures. How is this done?

Creature, born of the spirit into a
hew and apiritual clement, in conso-
Dince with the declaration of the
ord Himself when interrogated
“;‘Pﬂn points pertaining to His doc-
Noe—«Except n man be born of
Water and of the Spirit, he cannot
enter iuto the Kingdom of God.”

18, then, is a universal rule, to |

Which there is no excoeption made.
of 0w, in relation to the operation
foith by many people who profess
0 be Christinns, the exercise of this
Wer iy exceedingly limited. For
c‘]mtnnee, it is fashionable to pro-
Lﬂim that if men will believe on the
mm'd Jesus Christ they will he
en o, without taking into consid-
Mtion the comprehensive charac-
cer of that statement, without nc-
thtlmg of it in the apirit instend of
ne etter. To believeon Him is to
s Ve faith in Him, and faith is the
Mderlyipg prineiple or motive

j

Necessarily by the process of repent-
ance of sin, which is nlso a natural
as well as a spiritun]l principle, be-
inf n process of rectifieation.

f, for instance, a man injuries his
physical nature hy indulging in
drunkenness, lcentiousness, or if he
break any of thelaws of his physi-
cal being in order to gratify his sen-
sual appetite, it is necessary that
he should repent by ceasing from
such aets. Then his system will be-
gin to recover from the eilects of
those bruken laws. In relation,
therefore, to physical things, so is
man’s nature morally and spiritual
ly. Censlng to do those things
which are opposed to morality, fo
gpiritual requirements rectifies and
purifies the spiritua} and mora] |
nature.

Now we have brought the heliever

in Jesus Christ to the poiut where |

it is requisite for him to make his

zi“'el' of all action in intelligent
th D, Without it there is nothing;
lifzte I8 no miotion, no activity, no

acceplance of the theory of Christl-
anjty more valid and binding by a
practienl act. The yuestion is what
‘shall be the character of that per-

887

formance? The Latter«iny Baints
take the position—and it is sustained
by the scriptures—that the individ-
ual shall ﬁc immersed in water,
taken there by one authorized by
Jesus ('hrist, for the remission of
sing, nnd by obedience to the re-
quirements which have preceded
this operation and the operntion it-
gelf he comes out of that element
freed from his Iead of transgres-
siom.

Why should the rite or uct by
which the bellever makes his theo-
retical position valid and binding be
baptism? It is common in all the
ordinary affairs of men to make
agreements bindiny by acts of wari-
ous kinds. The most general meth-
od adopted is to submit the agree-
ment to writing, entering on the
document the stipulations involved.
Both parties attach their names to
the writing. Fregnently this is done
in the presence of witnesses, who
attest the operation by also attach-
ing their signatures. Now, what
shall be done by the Christian in
entering into anagreement with the
Lord Jesus Christ? What more
beautiful, what more consistent'
than that the act which he per-
forms should typify the death and
burial of Christ, His rising from the
tomb and opening the way to life
eteroal by being the *‘firat frults?’ of
the resurrection? -

The Bavior shed His blood for the
sins of the world, He died and went
into the grave, when His ‘body
was quickened in the Spirit by
which nlso He went and preached
to the spirits that were bound in
prison, that they might be liberated
therefrom by the freedom that the
Gospel gives, that they in the spirlt
might ive according to God in the
spirit Ind be judged, as the A postie
says, “according to men in the
flesh.” The judgment upon them
would be similar to that on those to
whom the light was imparted here,
according to the course that they
took in accepting or rejecting it.
Then after He had perforied that

_mission in the spirit world His boly

Inid nside corruption and nrose in the
bloom of immortality, purified, a
God, ns He was, having had a
wer that we do not . He
1ad tbe power to lny down his life
and take it up agnin. We only bave
the power to surrender onr lives
and take them up again through
His merits and not through our own.
Sce, then. how subllmely typical
of this process is the baptism of the
believer. I refer not now to the
Laptisms which have been adopted
by many professing Christinns—
sprinkling or pouring, or the bap-
tism of infants—but the birth of
water, the acriptural baptism, which
represents a birth or a burin]l of an
adult who receives it intelligently.
It must be a voluntary act, a result
of its operation heing a remission of
gins. No infant chn perform this
nct of intelligent volition aud an in-
fant has not ainne&. T?;B mt.hthe
scriptural baptism; therc is ng other,
There ia put “one Lord, one faith,
one baptism.”’
nA grl:.-nt many people think that
there nre numerous Lords, n great
many fiths, and a multiplicity of
baptisms. The baptism to which 1



