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correspondence
critical judgment

CiricACHICAGOoo feb ath 1876

editor deseret neuv
we will taretake an excursion into thoanthetho sa

cred realms of literature and see what
flowers we can pluck in the gardens of
these hospitable republics no one can
sayeay otherwise than hospitable for the
commonwealth of letters Is as free to the
disciple of confucius and buddha as to
him of jesus christ and moses

it often strikes memc how it
would be to read the new york or wash-
ington special correspondence of the

hong kong gazette or the pekin
world but I1 am afraid that boon will
be daleddenied me for some timelime yet I1 am
afraid the grave celestial will seebee but little
in our institutions worth transmitting to
the other side of the pacific if it were
possible to read the views of some S3
these oriental journalists on our morality
and civilization no doubt it would cause
us to smile bitterly it Is to hebe hoped
that our own country will bring forth a
censor and savecave the pig tailed philosopher
ah trouble off telling uaus our faults eneng-
land

9
landhamhad her samuel foote france her
boliereIoliere but in this country we havahave hadbad
no one except henhenryry ward beecherBeechcr mrnir
bowen and mrs woodhull true we
have emerson but who can comprehend
him illshis senseless rhapsodies do not
come even near the ratingsravings of an indian
chief nor the phraseology
of ossian we have gall hamilton who
finds it necessarynecess aryarv to write an elaborate de-
fence of whittier the poet somebody
was mean enough to charge the sublime
bard with social inferiority and pov-
erty etc now the sprightly writer
above mentioned comes forward and
protesproves that the poet is descended from a
linerna of irish kings and that there wabwaa no
such thing as poverty in the family since
the time of the flood in fact the bards
patepat nial mansion wabwas the home orminof min
burcl vagrant and knight how humlhumihumilia-
ted

lialla
a ulieunie poet would feel to read this de

fencelfencil certa uly it would be sweet music
to the car of a scotch schoolmaster an
irish tailor or an american politician0 n but
it would be infernal discord to the eearar of
a goldsmith graoraor a johnson

I1 have been often wondering whether
this gall hamilton is a man or a woman
or what the gatins used to term epicoene
one can generally livegive a good guess as to
the sex of the writer fromirom the thoughts
expressed in the writing but really the
productions of this hebe she or doubtful
are to me entirely a riddle the petulance
of theromanthe woman Is BOso combined with the ar-
roganceroganuecc of the man cant distin-
guishg i h which sex preponderatesates then
gainagain there is the garrulity and imperti-
nence of the true Bohembohemianianlau mixed with
the vagaries of thehc quixotic philosopher
so that the more we study thetho character
the more are we at sea

some other pretender to the title of
savant indignantly disclaimed against
the flood of that species of literature
known as criticism which now threatens
to submerge the fair fields and verdant
pastures of legitimate literary braziersgra
the cry is taken up by a herd of others
and re echoed until our earscars arearc hurt by
the dismal wall every schoolboyschool boboyY at
least McCaulays schoolboyschool boy knows that
criticism is to literature what the judge is
to law or the priest to religion therthereforeefOrO
if we do away entirely with the critic we
do away wilh polite literature if we do
away with the judge in our law courts we
may as well relapse into utter barbaritybarbabaibarity
if we do away with the priest inlh religionlon
we mayasmaynsmay as well return to african fetish-
ism true there are bad critics bad
judjudgesasandand bad priests but that Is no
reareasonou why criticism justice and religion
should be arraigned criticism Is philoso-
phy and every writer orator and teacher
should be submitted to the critical test
before allowing them places in the temple
of fame from which they will be igno-
miniouslyslysiyly hurled a generation or two
hence there Is not inin this country at
present one legitimate school of criticism
every ass turns man of taste and inflicts

W on an world the deafening and
stupefying accents of his braying that
was a good jokejoko of arseneargene Houssahoussayeyc
when hobe said of a Occeaseddeceased friend that
thoughthough an ass he was ho savant people
laughlaxlag at this joke who are themselves thetho
source of it like that old gentleman who
laughed at his own caricature in footle
comedy ITIs possible for a man or wo-
man to laugh at themselves

I1 suppose the name of blaine has
reached the mountain fastnessesfastnersesnesses of utah
but whether the preatgreat discussion as
birth relirellreligionaionalon and family has moved your
quiet social circles I1 do not know some
insolent writer has started thothe theory that
blaine because once a catholic and of a
catholic parentage Is not eligible for offi-
cial honors the man it is averred is
now a good presbyterian yet people dont
like this once a catholic oneolie for-
ever good old luther would have no
chance now in this country yahtah these
savanissavantssa heire was once a cabit audand I1
believe the glorious enoxknox was not far re-
moved from the obnoxious sect in his
early days aliah but blaine has friends
and they aspeakpeak for him you cant nindtindfind
a friendless stattastatesman or poet in this
country those friends stoutly maintain
that blaine never bowed the knee to indal
libility and that hebe was always a presby-
terian and thehe descendant oaof a respecta-
ble scotch irish family now how non
gencengensic l such talk as this must appear to
the strangeretrangerrangen studying ouroun republican in-
stitutions the groundworkground work of our con-
stitutionution laIs all men are bomborn equal before
the law all religions arearc equal before the
law yet when we see our sasavanis per-
verting those golden foundations efof socie-
ty we must feel a pang of pain indeed
burns the poet would say

tio0O wad some power the ostle gle us
to see as others see us

Us a lilythepity the of blaine
could not seeeee themselves as others see
them if they did it would savasavo that
statesman a good deal of annoyance and
humiliation some of his admirers tack
the little epithet scotch to his ancestry
thinking to ennoble the family history
now in the name of common sense what
is it to us whether a man is descended
from a scotch piper an irish bard or an
english baron one thing is certain that
whoever looks at the visage and shanks
of blaine and Is then told that there is no
irish in him this observervrrven will be forced
to entertain very doubtful thoughts of the
good judgment of those who make the as-
sertionser tion

we have another class of savanissavants who
style themselves the simon pure ame
leans and indulge in wholesome intoler-
ance to foreigners at all available times
suppose the stranger of our his-
tory meditates for a moment on the utter-
ances of these patriotic people what conconi
elisionselusionselu must he inevitably come to
that we are a foolish king intol-
erant people that the manchoman who came to
this country yesterdayay is as much a native
as the man who came one hundred years
ago this student knows well that it wabwas
oppression and poverty drove the early
colonists to this country and behe knows
well that even in this couconcountry they hadbad to
fight against oppression then why revile
thetee poor emigrantemigrant who flew but yesterday
from poverty persecution I1 raft
and kinghing bondage it inmustr be admitted
and we mamay as well sasay it ours elverus
I1leateleaveTO some future satirist to sayeay it thatmat
the only difference between the plodding
yeoman who sought thebethese shores yester-
day and the puritan who sought them
two hundred years ago is that poverty
and persecution became intolerable to one
family two hundred years boonersooner than to
his neighboring family

of course ten or fifteen years hence
there will be a good chance for a man or
womanwoman to boast of a proud ancestry
they can sayeay they came oyerover to seeeee the
centennial and liking the country they
remained here they can show a family
history as far back asits adam no one can
question it because they came to secsee the
centennial it is useless for us to c
in any excuses of this kind we may isasaybay
our fathers came over to convert the inin-
dian or to hunt the bubuffalotraiofralo or chase the
bison but these tales will hardly holdhoid
we might as wellweli say our fathers came
over to settle themselves and be done with
ttaItait attonceonce what aselsusense la it forusfortor trying to
prove what country or king our fathers
belonged to what we want is men and
women and the poet or statesman who
can exhibit the picture of an honest and
worthy parentpatent presents family histohistory
enough for any person let him
also tranfrantransmit the picture of an honest and
worthy father to his sonbon and the chain of
familymily histohistory Is complete and undefiled
itI18 matters not what creed color or na-
tionalityIonationality the parent may betee so long as he
iss ra man and possesses all the attributes
of man in my opinion this ought to be
the creed of every ana and reasonable
man and woman

A cursory glance at the existing elatestata
of things will be enough to prove that
some schoolschoecho ol01 of critical judgment is re-
quired to guide nsus we may not want
tilethe hotelnotel de rambouillet ol01 francetrance or
the literary club of garrick goldsmith
burke and johnson but we require some
school of common sense critics and aca
demidemicclansians to build us bomeisome kind of so-
ciety therechere is chaos enough among us
to make a dozen worlds who knows
but the academy which is to mould society
and reconstruct the social fabric maltetmay yet
spring up among your splendid moun
tales and fertile valleys your mineral
treasures and golden harvests of the
western
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an interesting ietterletterietter
I1 I1

el yasoPASO state of Chihchihuahua
15761876

brother john 1
1

I1 herewith send you an account of thetho
country and people in this region

description OF EL PASO

the city of elei paso is situated on the
right bank of therlothe rio grande del
in the state of chihuahua on a low bot-
tom liable to much damage from high
water land sandy and the streets are
simply the old cattle trails running in
every directdirectionlonion if an idea can be givengiren of
them without mapping it will be by saying
they followed the forks in the trails giv-
ing the grounds somewhat the shape of
irregular triangles theeiverelver being quick
andyfandyrfandy it costs a great deal to keep the
water ditch in order

the houses arcnrc one story of
solid block mainly after the old moorish
style of small fortress square in
centre and one door in front

AANDardarb TS

the climate Is warm and pleasant
plowing and sowing can bobe dondone any tinitingtime
during theuhe winter this makes the farm-
ers rather lidolentindolent as they do not have to
hurryas ours of the colder climesellmes do
thetho products are wheat corn barley
beans peaspens ororiorilonaionslonc pepper sweet pota-
toes and bomeborne few other vegetables ma-
ny things more might be profitably culti-
vated if once introduced but the people
seem sathbathsatisfiedfiedfled with what they have and
manifest but little interest for new intro
duct lOnsions

the fruits are grapes in greitget abundance
and of the bestbeat quality it great deal of
wine laIs made of good quality pears
which the dry in abundance price
10 cents per pound they arearc eexcellentellentclient
their apples are small seedlings notxe worth

a few peaches of excellent kind
do wellwall here I1 have seen no other kindakinds
I1 hear there harg been emailemali fruits such

as strawberries cultivated fhyfry some of the
foreign redreoresidentsdents and that they do caeex-
tremely I1well

the mode of agriculture is plowing with
the old wooden plow working their cattle
bytheby the hornsborns they scratch up the ground
very poorly afterwards doing much work
with a hoe they regulate their land for
wateringrIng by making smallemail embankments
around small lneIneirregulargularguiar plats from twenty
to fifty feet across flooding the iridlyndland I1
think this a poor way as their land bakes
badly but this Is the manner their fathers
did it and they think they knew how
they cultivate all open crops wwith1 th the hoe
using the large old fashioned negro hoe
and also cut their haybay with the same tool
in arizona we saw hundreds of tons at
the government posts cut in this way
they harvest with reaphook and threthresh8h
with goats or flails

DOCTORS AND rawlens
mechanics are scarce in this town of

ten thousand inhabitants there are one
blacksmith three or four carpenter shops
two tailors three or four shoemakers one
wheelwright one silversmith andarid this
as jarfar as I1 have been able to learn is about
the whole nurnumnoernoenterten

to compensate for this lack there Is but
one doctor and one lawyer and the latter
is supposed to be insane as he has quit
the practice walks quietlyy around the
streets says but little to any one Is polite
dresses neatly and seemsbeems to quietly mind
his ownOTTO business aaAs for my opinion I1
think he iaIs thetho most sensible lawyer I1
ever saw

LIMITED COMMERCE

the commerce of the country is limited
the ppeoplecople sell off their wines and dried
fruits generally as soon aaas ready they
go to all the surrounding country to chi-
huahua as well as up the country to santa
fe and arizona there are three jew
stores and one mexican
nesbness is smallemail there arcare many smallemail deal-
ers of many kinkindsandband there are many peo-
ple who seembeem to live on occasional ismall
amounts but how they get their money
deponent baitheaith not

an T

the people are slow to adopt improve-
ments things look about as they did when
I1 was here nearly thirty years ago iuin
18471817 the town looks about the same a
very little has been done about the square
and church hardly perceivable they
use wooden wheeled carts and everything
seems as though it was but a short time
since I1 was here andand sawbaw things just as
they now are

llo
Is nattnaturaliralirai to the inhabitants btbf this

country A kinder hearted peoplepeaple natur-
ally I1 do not believe can be found theyheybey
are polite and mannerly even the lowest
of them their children are quiet and
obedient there being no hoodlums here
they have great reverence for deity their
religionn and old age get them once di-
rected right and they will be the best peo
piapla on earth

timaTIVA TH MORALS

the people are generally healthy there
being but little disease among them
there are few americans living here As
to their moralsmorais I1 believe the people of
this town stand above par compared with
more civilized communities the apaches
being the only people who are said to be
entirely virtuous that I1 have met on this
journey as yet though it is generally ad-
mitted that thetho aborigines are much more
virtuous than the mixed race of this coun-
try here the people are a mixture of
spanish and native the native blood pre-
dominating of the pure natives there
are about two hundred only remaining
catholicism prevails more than in the in-
terior so I1 am informed by persons from
the lower stostatestestea of 31exicomexico here liberty
of conscience iaIs beginbeginning1I to be morenoe
popular and pries is losing itits power
over many but nonott enough for ainthem to bbe
popularlar as yet

STOCK ac j
the stock of the country is scarce and

inferior horses cattle goats and sheep
arearc tolerably plentiful there are a few
piga and fowls the circulating mediums
are corncum copper coinwin greenbacksgreenbacks andad a
little silver dogs are in great alunatun
dance noisy but seldom bite

I1

LOCAL goan ra

taxes are light except for work on
the dam and water ditch the mukmuo

regulations seem good theyhaveto
aUL policepolka force but it is seldombeldom need-
ed the heaheadld officer political chief
scams to control there are some minor
officers sacheach as police magistrate ctfcofcc
but the first grems to be manager of al-
most everything of a public nature thotha
present incumbent tabio padlo la15 servinghis term having been reelectedelectedre elecie
lately houd serrasseems to be much ofaof a gentle-
mantautan the people are very obedient to of-
ficial authority and show great respect to
the samecame

with all thothe faults of this people which
faults aneare more pla to the manner
in which theythay have been ruled than to the
people thero nrcarc many good and noble
principles aifong them their devotion
totd their religion leon8mer a virtuefonfor they
have had nno0 chance to have any better
theirthein yevereverencerencarence Is unbounded and as I1
bifone them once be enlight-
ened with the gospel and I1 believe they
will receive the truth and they will not
fall away but will stick to the right

D1 W JONESjonns
I1 I1

seven weeivalishs uainnain grand scenery
good prospromprospectspeels

abernBERNdern january 23 1876

eldereider joseph F asmithsmi1h

dear brother I1 frequently think
of our pleasant trip through swit-
zerland last summer which was lain
every waywayaa success and could not
have been made in a more propi-
tious time

shortly after you left it com-
menced to rain and continuedeidcid

from day to day and from weeks to
week for about bevenseven weeks pro-
ducing quite a panic among hotel
keepers who had hardly any
guests to entertain and also caus-
ing the farmers to look quite dis-
couragedcou raged as much ortoltofoaleoasethe grainrauran and
hay became a total I1loss 1inn august
the weather was finenine again and
strangers poured in from all direc-
tions in large numbers

I1 had the pleasure of making sev-
eral trips in august to some of the
most romantic portions of switzer

4

land and seeing sometonie afpf thetho
mighty glaciersglaslacleraciera facoface to face my
sisterlister who resides in germany
came here on a visit and rwithith her
and ftktft her expense I1 madmade the
above named tour

it is a pity that your time wasvas
so50 limited whenlyou were here for
although you saw some very fine
scenery yet those magnificent gla-
ciers towering up into the sky must
really be seen to be fully appreciat-
ed

I1 learn with great satisfaction of
the spirit of reform which is being
cultivated and extended in zion
and sincerely hope that it will
bring about a mighty revolution in
the right direction

I1 continue to enjoy my mission
and feel grateful hatthat I1 was ac-
countedcounted worthy to come to this
landlaud Neverneverthelessthelm whenever the
time colnescoinescomes for me to again labor
in zion I1 shall gladly embrace the
opportunity 1 nealiserealise that abreaa greatt
work vwill have to be done among
the saints at hemehome so that the
elders who have labored abroad
need not take the harnessbarriers otoff upon
theirmeir return but should rather con-
tinue and double their energies in
the great work of unitunitingrig the hearts
of the inhabitants of

of doctrine and cov-
enants is about completed andaud will
ie ready fortor saiesale in ashouta shorshon t time I1
feeleelgrateful that our circum
hereherolerelore permitted thel publicationtion orof
kastbatlast sacred volume andfund that we

been able to dodoitit vitwitwithouthoutinin-
curring the least indebtedness in1
fact our financial conditconditionioniob Is a
very satisfactory one and although
fromronaroca four to six american and
fromrom two to three nativanative elders
havohavelave bad to duningduring the
asblastast eighteen months yetyeti ahrthroughough
the blessings of godbe havehavea a sur-
plus to help bomesome of the worthy
poorwor to gather honrehome to Vzionon our
labors have been truly blessed and
thehe prospect for thee future looks
quite

pleasemad ribremembermember memo jandly to
presidents and wewelsweis1your brothenbrother im ch-ristchrist
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elder joseph F smithsmiths
dear brother it iaIs with pleas-

ure that alookT look back teto the time
you were in europe to your visit
to0 this country last summer and
the good time we enjoyed while to-
gether thetho time is passing away
very rapidly we shall soon be on
the eveete of another emigration and
peradventureeradventure I1 may bebi released to
return home and meefmeet you again
in the peaceful valleys of zion

I1 see by the papers that the ad-
versary is still at work through his
emissaries trying to overthrow the
kingdom of god which to mo- is a
sign that the work of the lord is
progressprogressingluging and doubt pinching0or treading on his toes

we have as other seasons held
conferences again during the holi-
day

holi-
dayss at HerlHerherisauisausau zurich bern and
st imler and lladhad a very good
time many strangers wewere representpresent
at some of thete meetingmeetings brothers
MU lenzbenz and BR S wells who ar-
rived in november in good health
and spirits were with Uslas at all four
places which gayogave them a chance
to get dequainacquaintedted with a greatmany
of the saints in diffiedifferentrent parts of0f
the mission they were not abieablele
to talk much still they make pret-
ty good progress

oneono hundredbundred and fifty two per-
sons were baptized the past year
which is a small number and yet

i consiconsiderabledorable when we consider the

dadarkness
i

that is surrounding the
people and the prejudice that ex-
ists agaagainstirist us in wanymany places
nine have got baptized since new
year fourteen were baptized in
germany last year at present
there are a number of persons at
Mannmannheimhelmheim and vicinity that are
enquiring after the truth brother
theurer iaIs goegolgoingng to laborlabon there for a
time it Is to be hoped and I1 still
havelhave faith that the way will open
by degrees for the spreading of the
gospel among the gerniangerman nations

mybly health generally has been
very the rest of the brethbroth
renyen are well also

wowe hope to be able to make up a
pretty woodgood emigration this coming
fceasonbeason A great many wish to
emigrate but it is a small number i

that arvd the means to do it
we have hadahad a ninefine winter here 1

dusty roads upvp till lately
yours in the gospel

J U

bearingdearing testimony etc

the foliofollowingivingeving arearo portions of a
letter from elder junis F wellwells
dated canton fulton co ill ath
march 1876

1I am hard at work here lechaveave
excellent opportunity to inform
myself andana also to bear my messagemessa C

ae

to the people I1 held two meetings
latlatt sunday one on tuesday and
one on Thu radar evening also a
fastfut meetingmeeting afternoonafhernoonternoon
in aich threthree saintssainta besides my
kifhelf tooh part and eight or ton
others toT hialit I1 will baptize
three persoperiopersonsdinfit tomorrowto morrow we noldnid
two meetingsmestings for the public and one
sacrament meeting for the saints I1
have several friends who are bebinbegin
ing to investigate thetho truth arldand
couseeyou see I1 hayehave work totg keep merao
busy for some time to come brochi
eror stuart will be here from at
loulsloins tonightto night and we will travel
to andand

1cjI have 2 hallball here that I1 can oc-
cupy itshs often as I1 please and I1
hold my meetingsmeetingni gefttet congrega-
tions to bearhear me and go along with
myliny work independent of any one
after beaningbearing my testimony and
presenting the truth beforebeford the peo-
ple I1 feel that I1 havebave done my
dutydutye

tl continue well and daily have
occasion to be thankful to our
heavenly father forfar his manifold
meroyY andnd thetle of his
olinc

I1

a daydoy at home agentsager ts wanted
lutat and terms free titueTRUE CO
augusta marxe

py i bleveleeietelegraphraphgraph
lain 11lithelitho therhe latest in-

telligenceteijitelligence from hazel green wis
rereports0 S these facts the storm
itstruck1 I the village between four
aandnd nivefive this evening
on the western sideilde sweeping
through the entire village level
ling to the roundground some

building3 and killingbilling outright
some eight persons besides serious-
ly wounwoundingdirig some twelve or more
otothershertsheits the folrollowingfollowing are the
names of thoa known to have
been killed joshua richards mrs
sohnjohn 1 tooney mrs thosthoa nutRUtrichardsbardshards
mrs thos edwards miss thomp-
son daughdaughterteitel of edward thomp-
son whowhoa together with his son is
also supposed toth have perished also
the son of joseph jackson the
following are among the buildings
demolished thathe houseshoukes of mrs
thos AL richards juhjohnn looney
jas edwards mrU eatmaneastman E
thompson M thompson and jos-
eph jackson besides which were
a large blacksmith and carriage0shop namoname of the owner not
known and the primitive method-
ist church buildingu these areaito all
that arere known at present to have
been destroyed the carnage is
reported to be terrible the hurri-
cane was succeeded by a deluge of
rain and hailhall the village of hazel I1

green has a populationtio off probably
a thousand inhabitants it is
situated twelve milesmma east of du-
buque andaudnd is almost wholly aat
mining village and is silatsituatedd in
the very heart of the best wiscon-
sin lead diggings

BOSTON 11 NV Hobhisonnison
a journaliston known as warrington
died at his residence inln maidenmalden to-
day

the supreme court in the suit
of N C musson tsvs the boston
hartford aandd erieerle railway Gco0
has rendered a decision by which it
is settled that a lien upon property
by attachment is preserved by the
bankrupt act the plaintiffsought
to recover for building the

I1 road and fillingfilling flats belonging to


