evidence thereon, the wmaid regis
tration officers presented their
answers to said charges, whereupon
the commission provesded to hear
the evidence, continuing said heuwr-
ing of evidence and the arguments
of counse] thereon daily until the
19th day of December, 1889, when
the snme was concluded and sub-
mijtted for the final consideration of
the commirsion.

Aud the said cominissioners hav-
fog Jdul” considered the same do
find and say that in their opiuiou
the snid eharges 8o made and preferr-
ed are not sustained by the evidence
and tint there has been no final or
abtsolute denial of electoral rights.

Thejcommirsionido therefore acquit
the said registration officers there-
from.

And upon the question of law
arising wpon the waid churges, aod
the investigntion thereof, the com-
mission is of the gpinion that the
registintion officers |are required
by law to aflford equnl facilitles for
the reglstration of all legal voters.

That after the qualification speci-
fled in that portion of the twenty-
fourth gection ef the act of Congress
approved March 3, 1887, prescribed
what may be shown by atHdavit—
the affldavit of the ?erst)n applyiug
for registration issuificient tocutitle
him to Le r gislered, and that the
registration officer refuses such ap-
plicant at bis peril, nnd is only pro-
tectvd from the penalties of such re-
fusal by bLeing able to shuw conclu-
sively thut sueh applicaut is not en-
titled to register and vote.

But as to the gualificution pre-
scribed ip the latter part of said sce-
tion, to wit: “No person who shail
have been convicted of any erime
voder this act, under the act
of (longrese nforesaid, npproved
March ¥2nd, 1882 or who ghall
be a polygamist, or who shall assoet-
ate or cobabit polygamously wiib
persons of the other sex, shall be en-
titled to vote in nny election in said
Territory,**a discretion is permitied,
te quote from a Jate decision of the
chief justice of thia Territory, which
decision I8 the law, aud binding on
all within the jurisdiction, and
should he obeyed buless reversed hy
competent authority., With respect
to persons maintaining the polywam-
ous relation, the registrar would seem
te have the right and the discretion
to inguire in any legitiinate mode.
Of course It is his duty to exercise
dillgence and to be reasonable. *  #
* % I am of the opinion that the
registrar, beiug required in all eases
to determine the non-existence of the
fuct that o man is a polygnmist or
is cohabitiug polygamounsly with
pursons of the other rex, or the fact
that he hag committed any of the
crimes mentioned in the nct of Con-
Eress of 1852, or that of March 3d,
1887, he hae a renwonnble discretion
W make the inyuiry. It may be
said that i the great innss of cases
it 18 not neceesary to make any in-
yuiry, but it i8 pecersary for him
* o juguire ns to al! persons that he
dovs not konw, that he is not satis-

td huve not committed any of

liese crimes and that are not wain-
Wining the polygamous relation. 1§
hig duty to make the inguiry, and
¢ mode of the ioquiry is mnot
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specificd. He has the tight to make
it in any legitiuate mode . *?

In ull other preliminary questions
we consider it the duty of the regis-
tration * officer to register all voters

who qualify theinselves by taking | to

the aftidavit or afftdavits required
by law, but if he have such evidence
of the talsity of the proffered afftda-
vit as will proteet him from tixe pen-
alties prescribed by law for refusing
to register the npplicant, he may
refuse athis own risk of meeting
such pevalty. This applies to the
close of the rezistration on the 25th
day of December, 1868,

That duriug the time fixed by law
for hearing objectiens to the qualifi-
cations of any person registered as a
voter, a different rule applies.

Then the duties of the reglaira-
tion officer cease to Le ministerial
and become judleial In thetr nuture.
He sits as judge in thet respect, and
in that capacity sbould givea fair
and impurtial hearing te all whose
cascs may come before him during
that period. No blas, prejudice. or
partisan feeling should be allowed
for n moment to influence his deci-
sion, because oue of the dearest and
most favored rights of citizenship s
involved, and there is prob-
ably redress for the party in-
jured, if the officer should act
with  partiality or unfairness,
He should admindster justive with
an equal hand to members of either
party alike, casting aside all other
questions ne unworthy of considera-
tion except the one question, is the
person oljected to n legnl voter of
the city of Salt Lake.

Equality before the lnw should be
the rule. No honest man, whatever
his political affilintions, could ask
for more, or should ask for Jess.

G. L. GODFREY,
Chairman Utah Commission.

—.—

KANAB STAKE CONFERENCE.

The guarterly conference of this
Btake was held at Orderville on
December Bth and 8th, [Mesent on
the stand, President E. D. Woolley,
Counselor Thomas Chamberlain,
and a few representatives from the
varioug wards. The subjects treatec
upon by the speakers were tithes
nnd offerings, donntions for the
erection of suitable bulldiogs for
worship and edueational pur oses,
the teaching of our children the lnav
of chastity and virtoe, and the re-
fraiping from vice, profanity and
all other immoral conduct, and the
necessity for our young men fnd
women learning a trade which will
be profitable and useful both to
themselves and the community.

The condition of the various wards
was Feported, and the general Stake
uuthurst.ies were presented and
ubnanimously sustained.

In consequence of tiie heavy rains
the roads in Long V¥alley were ren-

dered nlmost impassable, and kept |

many from thu conference.
F. L. Por1ER, Btake Clerk.

NOTES FROM PANGUITCH.
In the Iate effort of the
“Liberals’? to fix crime upon
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the members of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Lalter-day SBaints,
the death of Hecretary Almon W.
Babbitt, at O. Fallen’s Bluflé, be-
low Laramie, in 1856, was referred

I left Independence, Mo., Nov- 7,
1856, with the United States mail,
Onp iny arrival at Fort Kearney 1
learned from Captain W harton, in
commund of that post, that he tried
te persunde Mr. Babhitt not to pro-
ceed with his guard of only two
men—8Butheriand and  Rowland.
Captinon Wharton had somy papers
{ which were found at the place of the
massacre, which he entrusted to
me. On arriving at the Biack Hills
our mail party encamped by the
tentof a Mr. Rowland, who in-
| formed me that he received a letter
{ from his brother, who, as well as
{Hutherlnnd, was killed at the eame
time as Mr. Babbilt, stating that he
{Rowland) was about to start wesl
with Mr. B. apd tliat he expected to
lose his life; that Mr. Babbitt had
befriended i‘lill’l and in consequence
he would not leave him.

Mr. Rowland told me tihat he
had conversed wiih Indians who
informed him that the massacre
was perpetrated by some youny
Bioux, which tribe had been at war
with the United Btateagovernment,;
that they waore aequainted with Mr.
Babbitt, he haviog (regueitly
crossed the plaios, and knew himas
a Federal officer.

JoggrH L. HEYWUOD.

PanN@uITCH, Garfield Co., Utah,
Dec. 11. 1889,

PUBLIC OFFICERS ARRESTED.

Dec. 18,another move waa made in
the political scheme to overthrow
the People’s Party, in the arrest of

ublic officers, upon indictments
ound by the grand jury ou Batur-
dn’g, December 14th. i

hose arrested are City Marshal
Alfred Bolomon, License Colle tor
B. Y. Hampton, Cournty Recorder
Guorge M. Cannon und ex Belect-
man E. M. Weiler.

Agaiost Marrhal Bolomon there
are slx indictments, each chargibg
him with misapproprinting publie -

funds. His bonids were fixed at
21000 in ench case.
Messrs. Cnoncn, Weiler and

Hampton are accused of conspiracy,
and bail was tixed at $1500 ench.

When inquiry was made ae to
the particulars of the offenses
charged, the accused were iu-
formed that they would not find
out till Haturday moeruing; when
they are ordered to plead.

Bail was given this nfternoon,
and the accused were relensed.

Further arrests have been made
upder jodictments found on Batur-
day lnst by the recent grand jury,
whaose politicnl scheming is crenting
a feeling of disgust amonyg nll fair-
minded peopla who learn of the pro-
ceedivga.  All of those indicted
have not yet been arrested, but will
lbe notified ns soon as the warrants
jare mude out.

Last night Mayor A rmstrong and
| Col. John R. Winder were taken
into custody. When Deputy Can-
non came for the former he told the




