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ideas he said there was no doubt but
that I1 could have the place and went at
once to the white house gen grant
howhowevereveraidsaid that he hadbad already prom-
ised the mission to switzerland and he
asked senator mortonmorion if I1 would not
rather have something else he said
why not take the mission to mexico
that is worth a year while
switzerland is only worth and
the position is a much more important
one

senator morton then lettleft and re-
ported to me the result of his interviewew
he urged me to accept the mexican
mission I1 said I1 was afraid I1 would not
be able to fill it accettaacceptablybly he laugh-
ed me out of my timidity and I1 finally
said I1 would take it I1 did take it and
I1 have been connected with diplomatic
affairs that time to this

HE REFUSED TO GO TO JAPAN
did you ever have a desire to come

to asia as one of our ministers general
I1 asked

no was the reply at that time
asia seemed very much farther away
than it does now As it was I1 couldcougil
have goneone as minister to japan instead
of to mexicomexico john A bingham had
been appointed he was then out of
congress and the place was given to
him as a sort of reward for hisbis long ser-
vices in the republican party he pre-
ferred to go to some place nearer home
he thought I1 might go to japan and
give him the mexican mission he said
that the salaries were the same but that
he was an old man and japan was far
away he said I1 was young and could
wait for further advancement this
was reported to me and I1 thought over
the situation japan was as mr bing-
ham said far away and I1 saw that if I1
went there I1 would be out of the world
I1 would lose my connection with current
events and would soon be forgotten
mexico on the other hand was the
next door neighbourneighhoorboor of the united
states and there were bound to be
complications which would give me a
chance to do something if it was inin me
I1 refused to make the change and went
to mexico in looking back I1 am con-
fident that I1 chose the right

OUR MINISTERS TO JAPAN
the result of mr fosters refusal was

that john A bingham went to japan
Hhe made a very good minister and was
most popular among the japanese he
did not however insist on the ameri-
cans having a share in all the contracts
and other tatfat jobs which the japanese
were placing abroad as did the ger-
mans and english and the result is
american influence and american trade
is at a discount in asia the english
demand the lions share of everything of
the weaker foreign governments every-
where and they usually get i it is be-
coming much the same with the ger-
mans and both nations are against the
united states the ministers we have
sent to0 japan have to a large extent
been ignorant otof diplomatic methods
and unable to cope with the shrewd
Lajapanese and the polished men of
europe during my first stay in the
country the position otof american minis-
ter was held by governor dick hub-
bard of texas hubbard did more for
the united states than the average
american minister as I1 will show fur-
ther unon still he was a queer character
for a diplomat and some of his antics
surprised the foreigners it was he who
it will be remembered got angry at the

french minister because he called him
monsieur hubbard instead of govern
torlor hubbard it was so the story was
told me at a diplomatic dinner where
the portly texan sat next to the polite
finchmanFenc hman from soup to dessert hebe
addressed hubbard as monsieur hub
bard never thinking that the title of
plain mr was distasteful to him gov
arnor hubbard however thought that
his greatness was unappreciated he
grew more angry with every course un-
til at last fired by state pride and cham-
pagne he could stand in no longer and
he burst forth

sir I1 want to object to your mode of
addressing me you call me monsieur
hubbard I1 want you to know sir that
in my country sir I1 am governor hub-
bard sir I1 have been governor of the
great state otof texas sir a state sir that
is bbiggerilger than all france sir

I1 dontn t know what the frenchman re-
plied the story got out however and
not long after it was published in the
paris figarofigare

circumstances PREVENTED IT

another story which I1 heard in tokyo
concerning gov hubbard seems almost
incredible to any one knowing anything
odthe rigidity of diplomatic etiquette
it relates to a dinner invitation from the
russian minister this accomplished
diplomat so I1 was told entertains in
great style in japan he gives many
dinners to his fellow diplomats and his
functions are great social events shortly
after hisbis arrival in tokyo gov hub-
bard I1 am told received an invitation
to dine with him to meet his brothers of
the diplomatic corps after a day or so
he replied addressing the russian min-
ister as his dear colleague and say-
ing that he would be present if nothing
happened something however did
happen at least the governor thought
so and at the last moment he sent a
note which read something like this

my dear colleague
circumstances over which I1 have no

control will prevent me from dining
with you tonight

your colleague
RICHARD B HUBBARD

that same afternoon so the story
goes the governor was seen riding
about tokyo and the circumstances
over which he had no control were the
inconveniences of hurrying ba ck to
tokyo in time for the dinner

HOW THEY RATEAT FISH IN TEXAS

such things as these made our minis-
terer the laughing stock of japan and all
kinds of stories went the rounds about
him some of them described his eat-
ing this made him very angry and he
toldtola a friend of mine why sir they say
I1 eat fish with a knife of all the blanked
charges against a man that is
est why if I1 reported that charchargee inin
texas the people would ask ifI1 vou0u
dont eat fish with a knife how under
the sun do you eat it these fellows
here eat it with there fingers and a fork
they take a little bit of bread in one
handban and put the fish upon the fork
withith it I1 never heard of such a thing
in america did you now
GOV HUBBARD AND THE PALACE LILIGHTS

and with all this gov hubbard made
in some respects a very good minister
to japan his enormous Ipappreciation
of the united states and Itexasexas made
him believe that the united states ought
to have a share in the contracts which
thithe Japjapaneseanest government were giving

out to foreigners the ministers frontfrom
france and germanyr any insist on their
people being respected by the weaker
governments they demand when they
can a share of the foreign business of
the countries for their own people and
in this way the english the french and
the germans have gotten many big
japanese contracts the japanese have
generally used the american ministers
as they pleased and have given them
nothing hubbard objected to this
japan was anxious to revise its treaties
and the foreign diplomats have been
meeting onoff and on for years in tokio
to agree upon such a revision whengovernor hubbard found the united
states was not getting any of the
business of the country he refused to
attend these meetings the japanese
secretary of state was horrified he
knew he could not get along without
america and he came to hubbard at
the american legation he wanted to
know what was the matter governor
hubbard said 1 I dont think that
japan cares anything for the united
states and it so I1 dont see why the
united states should care for japan

what do you mean asked the
japanese minister

1 I mean replied governor hubbard
that whenever you have anything toaygive to a foreign country you give it togermany england or france theunited states has been your friend all

along but you never think of giving us
anything I1 know that england and
france and germany make their friend-
ship the price otof foreign contracts we
dont want to do that but we do think
that as we favorfavo ayou you ought not to
altogether pass us by

what do you want said the japan-
ese minister we will give it to you1 I dont know that we want any-
thing replied governor hubbard

except to be fairly treated and be-
sides I1 dont know that you have any-
thing to give you have already given
all your contracts to england and
germany

well I1 will tell you what we will
do replied the japanese minister
there are the electric lights for the

new palace which is now being builtwe are considering some american con-
tracts among others and though there
is a great pressure from france andanci
germany on behalf of their electric
firms I1 will promise you here and now
that we will put in the american lights

1 I dont want your promise repliedgovernor hubbard all I1 ask is that
america be given a show

with this the japanese minister left
and shortly afterward the edson electric
lights were chosen for the palace there
was nothing too good for governor
hubbard from that time on and dougl
as he waywas he made his country respect-
ed if our ministers would show mortmore
nerve and would study more how they
could benefit their country instead ovot
devoting themselves to lining their
stomachs and their pockets the united
states would be in better condition allalk
the world over

BUSINESS AND DIPLOMACY

the trouble with most of our foreign
diplomats is that they have no idea ofpushing american business they think
it they have the american flag floafloatingtintfrom the top of their legation buildbuilding1

they are doing their whole duty anaanul
they let americans and american in
teresta fight for themithemselveselves the presen


