great heights, cuusing vessels within
their circle to be torsed and rolled
about, to the great Jdlscomfort and dis-
tresa of presengers not ncoustomed to
sen travel.

The recent inabillty of the splendid

White Star stesmer Mqjestic to land
mails or passengers at Queenstown
was n most unususl gircumstauce. The
harbor isoneof the most secure in the
world, and if the wind was blowing
with such velocity and the sea run-
ping so high 84 to prevent the ap-
preach and departure of n tender, the
storm must bave been one of great vlo-
lence.
° Among the propheciea of Joseph
Smith ore several that polnt to na time
when it will be exceedingly perilous
for people to travel on the watera. The
recent storms, nt & tlme of the year
when they sre rather unusual, are sug-
gestive of the approaching fulfilment
of those predictlons.

while these turbulent atraospheric
conditions Dbave prevailed on the
ocean, they have also exhibited much
force and beeD productive of great
damage o0 land exposed to the gsea-
board. Thje bas been especinlly the
case 1o Western Europe.

Bince the foregoing was written
dispatches have artived giving
deinila of further storms on both
gides of the Atinntie. On this
side, at Rockaway beach, huge waves
were washing dwelling houses
and boats out to sea. In Bcotland,
between Qlasgow and Hellensburgh,
a passenger train was placed in n
perilous gituation by the washing land-
ward of the waves. The engine
firea were txtingulshed and the en-
dapgered people on board the cara were
in such o poeition that sesietance could
not be rendered them. Tt reeme that
in both inetances the waves must have
been ¢heaving themselves beyond
their bounde.”

THE CHURCH PERSONAL PROPERTY

ThaEe Master in Chnncery, Judge
Loofburrow, appoluted by the Bupreme
Court of Utah, commenced October
19th to mnke inquiry and report there-
on as to what charitable cees Inwful in
character and most nearly correspond-
ing to these originally derigned, the
personal property ol the Inte corporn-
tlon of the Church of Jesur Carlst of
Latter-day Baiuts can be limited and
appointed. Particulars of the examin-
atfon will be fcund in another part of
thie paper, and willbe given from day
to day until completed.

The cage, in brief, is this: By nct of
Congtress the Church corporation was
dlesolved and its real properly, in
excees of Lhe value of $50,000,
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wag declared forfefted to the Govern-
ment, to be used for the benefit of the
‘common schools of the Territory, with
the exception of such real property as
Wue necessary for houres of worship or
parsonages or burial prounds. The
corporation being dissolved, its personal
property wae declared to be without
Any natural persons or nny body or
asgocintion legally entitled to bold it,
and therefore it devolved to the United
States.

After conslderable litigation and ap-
penls to the court of last resort, it was
ordered by the Bupreme Court of the
United States that the Bupreme Court
of [tah should appolnt a Mapter in
Ohancery for the purpose described
above.

Counsel for the Government will
olaim the personal property for
the use nnd benefit of the District
Behools. Counsel for the Church
ask that 1t shall be devoted
to the relief and support of poot and dis-
tressed members of the Church,and for
the bullding and malntenance of
houses of worship of the Church. The
latter application was filed this morn-
ing and appesra ln full in our report of
the chapcery proceedings. The claim
of gounsel for the Government has not
been formally filed, but will be, no
douht, at alnter stage of the examilna-
tion. -

There are some pointa in the scheme
presented by the Church counsel
which we Jdesire to emphasize. They
show that among the uses to which
the property in question has been put
in the past are those we have named.
That while polygamy was [orm-
erly practiced by some members of
the QChurch, by the manifesto
of Presldent Woodrufl'and the declara-
tion of the Chureh in Cenference as-
sembled,that practice has been formally
discontinued. That as 8 matter of fact
there have been no such marringes
slbce the date of that manifesto nnd its
public ncceptance. That the property
in dispute would not be put to any un-
lawfu] uwse in the future, if placed in
the hands of the President of the
Church se trustee for the purposes
mentioned And that these arelawful
Uses which most nearly correspond to
the purpoees originally designed.

We think these statements and argu.
ments will strike the public s emi-
Dently fuir and just, and in accordance
both with the ruling of the Bupreme
Court and the doetrine of charitable
uees which hag been set forth in judi-
cinl rulings for centuries. What the
Master in Chancery may think of the
matter, of courte, Is another thing.

The District Schoole of the Territory |

are worthy of all proper public suppert.
At first sight, the proposition to divert
(=
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this property to that purpose appears
an enry and legal method of its distri-
bution. Buton closer exnmination it
| seems clear that it would be foreign to
the original purpose in the dooatlon
of the funds. Also that puople wounld
obtaln benefits from which they are
not legally or equitably entitied. The
property was donated by members of &
particular Church for Chureh purposes,
and it would seem that those purposes,
it not unlawf(u],and that Church with-
in Inwful limits, should receive the
sole benefit of the funde. And this
not only on the principle of common
right and reason, but also by the terms
of thelaw andof the rulings of the
highest judicial tribunal.

The case will be watohed with in-
tense interest, not only by the people
of Utah, but by the legal frsternity and
thinking people everywhere. It is a
new cauee in A merican Jurisprudence.
No attempt hae heretofore been mnde
by the Government to seize upon and
approprlate the property of any ecele-.
sinstienl organization. It Isdistasteful
to the very large majority of
the people of the United States.
Itis in conflict with the feelings of sll
liberal-mInded people. And even per-
s8on8 who would regard with favor the
destruction of ‘*Mormonism,’* vlew
with alarm the precedent afforded by
the national seizure of Church proper-
ty under any pretext whatever.

We believe that the country would
endoree any just plan for the settlement
of this matter, one that would not in-
volve the robbery of an unpopular re-
ligious body, and would yet uphold
the laws of the United Btates in refer-
ence to pelygamcus practicee. The
cree will no doubt be thoroughly ven-
tilated, and we bhope a judgment will
be rendered and reported that will be
just and reasonable and in accordance
with existing rights and the public
interest,

STATESMAN AND HERO.

THE followiug wns published in the
Mexican Minancier of Septemaber 18th,
and §s referred to in a communiecation
from Brother A. F. MacDonaild, which
appears in this issue, The deceased
soldier nnd statesman wase evidenty a
atatesman and hero, and the kindly
interest he took in the Baints entitles
him to the gratitude of our people:

““T'he death ot Genernl Carlos Pacheco
at Cordoba on Tuesday unight, on theo
vory evo of tho eountry’s grealest holi-
day, removes from the elder genaration
of Mexican statesmmen one of the most
illustrious and femous of that diminish-
ing group. The men whose courage and
skill in war, and whose intelligently di-
rected activitles in poace, have made the
country what it is today, are passing
nway, and it will not be many years be-

fore younger men muet assume control
of atfuire. Gen, Pacheco’s milllary and




