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LINES

Written for the bereaved parents of Lorelta A, Rus-
sell, aged 14, and Elizabeth H. Woodbury, aged 13
years, who were instantaneously kitled by the fall-
ing of a horse-pewer mdachine for ginning cotlon;
in Greafton, Kane Co,, on the 18th of Feb. last.

‘The dearly belov'd ones no longer dwell

In the cherish'd homes of the mountain dell,
'‘Neath the lofty peaks that in grandeur rise,
And with tow'ring summits embrace the skies,

In youth's sweet innocence, bright and gay,
They pass'd like two beautiful sunbeams away:
But a sudden departure, deep sorrow leaves
In the hearts—in the homes that death bereaves.

Far better for them, thus to dash away,

Than endure the sad proeess of slow decay,
Where the hand of sickness, with anguish rife,
To a fearful point, draws the thread of life,

What is death? ’'Tis a passage thruugh which
we go¥™ :

Where the streams of life, more abundant flow—

Whereaflliction lives, and love's holy tie
I8 transfer'd from time to the world on high,

Eternity’s portals wide open flew,

And the loving young maidens went cheerly
through,

Without sense of pain—without dread or fear—

With no farewell nigh, and no parting tear,

Had their friends the pow'r, would they ecall
them back,
To encounter the perils of life's rough track?
No: they've gone in innocence, chaste and pure,
And to them, the rich blessings of heaven are
sure.
E. R. S,
G. 8. L. City, May, 1866,
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REMARKS,

By Elder Geovge Q. Cannon, in the Tabernacle,
. 8. L, City, May 6th, 1866, :

REPORTED BY G. D. WATT.

It is very gratifying to me, as it must
be to all the Saints, to hear the testimo-
nies of the Elders who return from their
missions accompanied by the spirit of
God. There is no position that 1 know
of where a man is more likely to derive
a knowledge—a fixed and reliable know-
ledge—for himself respecting the work
of God, than to be called to go to the
nations of the earth, without purse and
scrip, to travel among the people to pro-
claim unto them the restoration of the
everlasting % spel in its . fullness again
to the earth. It is not that there is
more . power manifested abroad than
there in Zion; but the position in
which the Elders are placed is of such a
nature, that they are compelled, of ne-

cessity, to seek unto God to obtain all !

the power possible for them to receive
through faithfulness and diligence.
Men are compelled, if they have any de-
sire whatever to magnify their calling,
to live so near, unto. the Lord that His
spirit and power will be with them all
the time; for without these blessings,
every man whohashad any experience
whatever well knows, it is impossible
for man to edify and build up the people.
The Lord, gince the establishment of
His Church upon the earth in these lat-
ter days, has performed a great man
marvelous works., When eur minds
are enlightened by the spirit of God,
and we take a review of the work from
the beginning to the present, the only
reflection that we can have is one of
wonder, that in the midst of the many
evidences of divinity which have been
exhibited to the inhabitants of the
earth since the foundation of this work,
men still justify themselves in the re-
jection of these principles and the de-
nouncement of those who advocate
them, It would be impossible, in the
brief time allotted for our meeting, to
enumerate all the evidences of the di-
vinity of this work, which are patent
to the observer; but, look wherever we
will, in contemplating this work in the
various changes through which it has
passed from ifs first origin to the pre-
sent, we see the hand of God manifested
and His power exhibited, and these
things have been no more shown forth
in the past than they are being shown
forth at the present. The present cir-
cumstances which surround us are of
guch a nature that every man, who can
divest himself sufficiently of prejudice,
and view this work mly, must be
convinced that there isa power greater
than that of map connected with it.
This morning br. George A. Smith,
in his narrative of the trials through
which the Church passed in its early
days, alluded to the great number of
gerﬂona who have apostatized from this
hurch. There is a peculiar feature at-
tending those who apostatize, of which
the parallel cannot be found among an
other people, except we go back to the
rimitive Chrigtians—the immediate
isciples of Jesus. Men may belong to
any of the so-ealled Christian sects of

the day, and they may renounce th_eiri

Y | of the

THE DESERET NEWS.

i

(May 31, 1866.

belief or disgolye their connection with
the religious bodies of whieh they are
members, and we do not see that viru-
lence, that spirit and dispesition to seck
for the blood of those with whom they
were formerly connected, manifested on
their part, which are manifested by
those who have been members of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints and have apostatized therefrom.
In consequence of this the inhabitants
of the earth are frequently deceived.
Many honest people may have been
deceived through this manifestation of
hatred and animosity, and blood-thirst-
iness on the part of those who have
been connected with us. They do not
trace these manifestations to their pro-
per cause, and they jump at the conclu-
sion that the people who are so much
hated and maligned, and whose injury
is so diligently sought by those who
were once connected with them, must
of eourse be a verg bad people, or there
could not be such feelings manifested
against them. Men are misled on this
point, because they are not acquainted
with the causes which operate on the
ﬁggdﬂ of those who rejeet the work of

The work of God from its beginning
on the earth until the present time is
something that has not a parallel, there
being nothing like it that we can see
elsewhere. There are traits of echarac-
ter and manifestations of disposition ex-
hibited by the Latter-day Saints which
are not to be found elsewhere among
men. Under the operations of the gos-
pel upon the people who obey it, new
motives and new manifestations_are
brought into existence. They may be
called new, because they have not heen
witnessed among men for many genera-
tions past. And as there are new and
peculiar features of character developed
and exhibited by the Saints, soalso thiere
are traits manifested by those who op-
pose the Saints, which are diverse from
any that the opponents of other systems
exhibit. This is particularly the case
with those who have been connected
with us, and haveapostatized and there-
by dissolved that connection,

We who are Latter-day Saints under-
stand this, some probably understand it
better than others; but still ‘there is a
general understanding among the Saints
of God respecting this work. We know
that it is as strict alaw of heaven asany
other that has been given, that the man
who enters into this church, and prae-
tices impurity, will lose the Bpirit of
God, and, sooner or later, will be oppos-
ed to this work. This is a truth that
has been proclaimed almost daily in our
hearing, from the time the Church was
organized until now There is no gen-
eral truth that has been so frequently

.| dwelt upon, and so powerfully enforced

upon the mifrds of this people as this
truth to which I now allude. We who
are connected with this Church, and re-
tain our membership with this people,
must be pure in our thoughts, in our
words and in our actions; we must take
a course to retain the Bpirit of God in
our hearts; and if we do not take a
course of this kind, the Spirit of God
will inevitably leave us, and that light
which has illumined our understand-
ings, that joy and peace which have
filled our souls, and caused us to rejoice
exceedingly before the Lord, willdepart
from us, and we shall be left in a worse
condition than we were before we obey-
ed the gospel.

If we turn to the history of the Apos-
tles we find a striking instance of this
in the case of Judas one of the twelve
Apostles—one of the chosen disciples of
the Lamb—whom we may suppose was
once possessed of the Spirit of truth;
but he was a hypocrite; he broke the
commandments of God; he did that
which is evil. . How did this disposition
manifest itself? As soon-as he chose to
dissolve his connection with the people
of God, did he go and bury lémaelf
among the rest of the Jews, and from
that time say nothing more about the
work of God he had been connected
with? No, but the first promptings of
his evil heart were to sell his Lord and
Master—to be his betrayer, and the des-
troyer of the innocent—prostituting the
knowledge which he had received to a
base purpose, distorting and misre;i‘»-
resenting it in such a manner that it
proved the means of eondemning the
man whom he had previously looked
upon as his Lord. This is the Spirit
that will manifest itself, the Spirit that
the ancient apostles had .to contend
with in the midst of those who were op-

osed to them, and who had formerly

een connected with themn—false breth-
ren, Whenever a man loses the S}}irit
gospel, whenever the Spirit of

God is supplanted by the spirit of the
evil one, that man is a fit tool for the
adversary to work with and to use to ef-
feet his accursed purposes in shedding

-difference manifested
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way to the spirit of him who was a
murderer and a liarfrom the beginning,
and whose works have been evil from
the ¢reation until now. In our day the
two spirits are manifested, only with
more power, with more strength than
have been witnessed on the earth since
the days of the apostles,

For generations there has been an in-
by the adversar
of truth to thesystems of religion whic
have prevailed among men. When men
partake of error, when they are not ac-
companied by the Spirit of God, when
the power and authority which God im-

arts to fulfill his great purposes are not

n existence among them, then there is
an indifference manifested by the ad-
versary; religious organizations and re-
ligious movements are regarded by
him with unconcern, because the neces-
sity does not exist, under those circum-
stances, for vigilant exertion on his part.
But the moment theHoly Priesthood of
God is restored, being the power and
authority imparted by heaven to men,
which gives them capacity to go forth
and administer in the thingsof God,
then all hell is moved, all who are
under the influence of the adversary are
at once in commotion, and they seek to
destroy all those who have the temerity
to stand up in the defence of the truth
and righteousnesg in the power of the
Holy Priesthood of the Son of God.
This has been the case from the begin-
ning until now, from the shedding ef
the blood of righteous Abel down to
the time that the last Apostle was slain.
There have been feelings manifested,
dispositions exhibited in connection
with this work which have not been
seen among men for a great length of
time before. There have been a faith
and devotion, a love and integrity mani-
fested by the Baints of God, by those
who have received the gospel of Jesus
Christ, that have not been seen fora
long period of time., On theother hand
therehave been intense feelings of bitter-
ness, hatred and strife, and murder
and every thing that is evil, manifested
in opposition thereunto, As I have
said, these manifestations are traceable
to the fact that God has attempted to do
a work again among rmen at the present
time, which is an uncommon thing to
this generation. .

If we converse with the votaries of
modern Christanity aboutthe persecu-
tions which the Apostlesand Prophets
endured, and which allrighteousmen in
every age have endured from the hands
of the wicked, they say that those were

ages of barbariem, and darkness;civiliza- <

tion and enlightenment had not spread

their benign influences over the inhabit-

ants of the earth; the printing press was

notinexistence,and the benefitsthatflow

therefrom were not known and enjoyed

by man; they were, consequently, dark,

uneducated and ignorant, and there-

fore superstitions and cruel. To such

ignoranceand darknessdo many modern

christiang attribute the persecutions

righteous men met with in former days.

But in this day, they Eﬂi, we live in the

blaze of gospel light; the bible is pub-

lished in almost every language, and

extensive means have been taken to

disseminate the truth, and the exhibi-
tion of those cruel feelings which were
common in ancient times are not to be

seen now. Thus they delude them-

selves with the idea that they are better

than were the fathers, even as the Jews

did in the days of Jesus when they ex- |
claimed, ‘‘If we had been in the days of
our fathers, we would not have been

partakers with them in the blood of
the prophets;”’ and they built the tombs

of the prophets, and garnished the

sepulehres of the righteous; but Jesus

sald unto them, ‘‘Wherefore ye be wit-

nesses unto yourselves, that ye are the

children of them which Kkilled the

prophets.” “Fill ye up then the meas-

ure of your fathers.”

To reason with many men upon this
subject, and to have them reason in re-
turn, they would impress you with the
idea that the antagonism, which form-
erly existed between satan and God, has
ceased, and that there is asort of am-
nesty existing between them, and hence
satan does not have that power over the
hearts of men that he had formerly.
This is a very great delusion, and a ve
common one. It is a delusion whic
has been common (o every generation
when the gospel has been preached
among the inhabitants of the earth.
Every generation has flattered itself
that it is a little better than the one
that preceded it. Every generation has
prided itgelf in its knowledge and great
advancement in the arts and sciences
and its superiority over preceding gen-
erations. Yet the power of the adver-
sary and his hatred of righteousness
and trath are as great to-day as they

ever weresince the creation of the earth. !

The moment a man undertakes to pro-

the blood of innocence; because he gives : claim true principles—to declare the

gospel of Jesus Christ and exhort the
people to cry unto God in faith, he stirs
uF in the hearts of the people a feeling
of opposition and strife, which if he be
not aquainted with the cause, strikes
him with wonder and astonishment.
How often it has been the case that our
Elders in going forth to preach have
labored among people who were ignor-
ant of the existence of the church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, and of
their principles, or, if they have heard
anything, it has been but little. This
could not be done now, but there have
been times in the past when it could be
done. But when Elders could go to

laces where the people had heard but
ittle or nothing about the Latter-day
Saints, as soon as they commenced de-
claring to the ple that God had
spoken from the heavens, and exhorted
the people to seek unto God, and He
would answer their prayers as ancient-
ly, a spirit of npguﬂitiun would be a-
roused. Thishas been so time and time
again with our people, showing that it
is not the evils of the Latter-day Saints,
nor because they are polygamists, &c.,
that they are hated; for they met with
opposition beforeanything was known of
the doctrine., This feeling did not have
its origin in any of these causes; but in
the hatred which the adversary always
has to the truth, and in the power
which he exercises over the hearts of
the children of disobedience, prompting
them to go to any and every length to
prevent the accomplishment of that
which God our Heavenly Father seeks
to bring to pass among the people,

It is the most foolish thing that peo-
ple ever attempted to tell us that if we
were to do so and so, take such and such
a course, that we should not be perse-
cuted. Men who make such assertions °
do not know this work; they eannot
comprehend it; they know nothing
about the characteristics of this people
nor the work which they are connected
with; if theg did, they would know
that the worl would love its own, and
that it would hate every thing that is
not of the world, and that comes in con-
tact with religious popularity in the
world, and that every thing of this kind
is hated by the world and by him who
is the master of the world.

My brethren and sisters, we are en-

ged in the greatest of all warfares.

o sooner did Joseph Smith receive the
Holy Priesthood from heaven, and thé
power and authority to administer the
ordinances of life and salvation, than
this warfare commenced; and it has °
gone on widening and inereasing, until
it has assumed 1ls present dimensions,
and it will go on increasing until it will
fill the whole earth—until the warfare
that has been inaugurated will oceupy
the thoughts and minds of all the in-
habitants of the earth and until one of
these powers will prevail in the earth.
It was said on one occasion by a leading
statesman of our natién, that the con-
flict between freedom and slavery was
irrepressible. It may be truthfully said
respectin%]the warfare in which we are
en§aged that it is irreprgssible, and it
will not terminate until one power or
the other sucecumbs to t h e other.
‘Which power shall sucecumb? There
will be no cessation to this strife and
contest. One or the other has to ride
triumphant and hold dominion over
this earth. Truth must prevail, or error
must hold sway.

God has spoken on this point in un-
mistakeable terms, that it is his inten-
tion to establish His kingdom and carry
on His work, which the prophets in
vision had seen from the eommence-
ment of the earth until now; that it is
His intention to roll forth His kingdom
until it shall fill the whole earth, until
the laws of the kingdom of God shall
be universally respected and obeyed by
all the inhabitants of the earth, until
He whose rightit is to reign shall sway
His scepter over an obedient earth, or
over a population who will be obedient
to him. '

On the other hand, a declaration has
been made, not by the adversary direct-
ly but by his emissaries, and those who
are under the influence of his spirit,
that the work of God must stand still,
that it must go backward, and be over-
whelmed.

The contest is not with eannon or
with rifles and swords, and weapons of
this deseription; but it is nevertheless
a warfare—a warfare between the spirit
of darkness and that of light—between
he who attempts to usurp the dominion
of this earth and the God of heaven.
The war which was waged in heaven
has been transferred to the earth, and it
is now being waged by the hosts of error
and darkness against God and truth:
and the conflict will not cease until sin
is vanquished and this earth is fully re-
deemed from the power of the adver-
sary, and from the misrule and oppres-
sion which have so long exXercised



