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the dearly beloyd ones nodno longeronzer dwell
in the homes of the mountain dell
Neath the lofty peaks that in grandeur rise
and with towring summits embrace the skies

ta
in youths sweet innocence bright and gay
adethey passa like two beautiful sunbeams away
butabut a sudden departure deep sorrow leaves
iiiin the hearts in the homes that death berbereavesbaves
i I1 I1

far better for them thus to dash away
than endure the sad pprocess of slow decay
where the hand of sickness with anguish rife
to a fearful point drawdrawss the thread of life

what Is death rismis a passage through which
weWO goirgo I1 I1

Whwhereerethenethe treams oillieof ilfelife morempre abundantabundant flow
where affliction lives and loves holy tie
Is transferstransferdfeild from time to the world on high

portals wide open flow
and the loving young maiden 4 went cliecileerly

through I1

without sense ofrain withoutinthout dread or fear
wilhwith no farewell nigh and no parting tear
had their friends tiethetho wouldwoula they call

themback
to encounter the perils af lifes rough track
no they ve goneigonel in innocence chaste and pure
and to them thetiie rich blessings of heaven are

sure t
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it is very gratifying to meme as it must
be to all the saints to hear the testimo-
nies of the elders who return from their
missions accompanied by the spirit of
god there is no positionposit ionioa that I1 know
of where a man is more likely to derderiveIVe
a knoknowledgecledge a fixed and reliable know-
ledge1 for himself respecting the work
of god than to be called to go to the
natnationsioris of the earth without purse and
scrip to travel among the people to pro-
claim unto them the restoration of the
everlasting gospel in its fullness againaggaigal1I
to the earth it is not that there is
more power manifested abroad than
there is in zion but the position in
which the elders are placed is ofsuehsuch a
nature that they are compelled of ne-
cessitycessity to seek unto godgoa to obtain all
the power possible for them to receive
through faithfulness and diligence
men are compelled if they have any de-
sire whatever tpt magnifymagniay their callicallingng
tp live sosa nearhear unto the lord that his
spirit and power will be with them all
the time for without these blessings
every man who harshad any experience
whatever well knows it is impossible
forfoi man to edify and buildup the people

thefordThthe eLordlord since the establishment of
his church upon the earth in these lat-
ter days has performed a great many
marvelous works when our minds
arearoarelarol enlightened by the spirit of god
and we take a review of the work from
the beginning to the present the only
reflection that we can have is one of
wonder that in the midst of the many
evidences of divinity which have been
exhibited to the inhabitants of the
earth since the foundation of this work
men still justify themselves in the re

of these principles and the de-
nouncementno of those who advocate
them it would be impossible in the
brief time allotted for our meeting to
enumerate all the evidences of the di-
vinity of this work which are patent
to the observer but look wherever we
will in contemplating this work in the
various changes through which it has
passed from its first origin to the pre
sent we see the hand of god manifested
and his power exhibited and these
things have been no more shown forth
in the past than they are being shown
forth at the present the present cir-

cumstancescum stances which surround us are of
such a nature that every man who can
divest himself sufficiently of prejudice
and view this work calmly must be
convinced that there is a power greater
than that of majiman connected with it

thismis morning br george A smith
in his narrative of the trials through
which the church passed in its early
days alluded to the great number of
persons who have apostatized from this
church there is a peculiar feature at-
tending those who apostatize of which
the parallel cannot be found among any
other people except we go back to the
primitiveprimi tiyetive christians the immediate
disciples of jesus I1mennien may belong to
any of the so called christian sectssect of
thehe day and they may renounce their

f if k efti 1jhaind raxhav

belief or dafioime ttheirbeir conconnectionn wiwithth
thathethe religious bodies of ththeyey zuieare
members andanavoc do not seegeeseehee that biru
lence that spirit and didispositionI1 ohi to seek
for the blood of those with whom they
were formerly connected manifested on
their part which are manifested by
those who have been membersrs of the
church of jesus christ of latte rdsaints andancl have apostatized
in consequence of this the inhabitants
ofbf the earth are frequently deceived
many honest people may have been
deceived through this manifestation of
hatred and animosity and blood thirst
iness on the part of those who have
been connected with us they do not
trace these manifestations to their pro-
per cause and they jump at the
sion that the people who are so much
hated and maligned and whose injury
is sosa diligently sought by those who
were once connected with them must
of coursocourse be a very bad people or there
could not be such feelings manifested
against them menlien are misled on this
point because they are not acquainted
with the causes which operate on the
minds of those who reject the work of
god

the work of god from its beginning
on the earth until the present time is
something that has not a parallel there
being nothing like it that we can see
elseeiseelsewherewhere there are traits of charac-
ter and manifestations of disposition ex-
hibited by the lattof day saintsaints which
are not to be found elsewhere among
men under the operations of the gos-
pel upon the people who obey it new
motives and new manifestationsareare
brought into existence they may be
called new because they have not been
witnessed among men for many genera-
tions past andana as there are newnow and
peculiar features of character developed
and exhibited by the saints so also ththereere
are traits manifested by those who op-
pose the saints which are diverse from

I1any that the opponents of other systems
exhibit this is particularly the case
with those who have been connected
with us and haveapostatized and there-
by dissolved that connection

we who are latter day saints under-
stand this some probably understand it
better than others but still there is a
general understanding among the saints
of god respecting this work we know
that it is as strict a law of heaven as any
other that has been given that the man
who enters into this church and prac-
tices impurityin arity will lose the spirit of
god aaand sooner or later will be oppos-
ed to this work this ra a truth that
hasbas been proclaimed almost dailydally in our
hearing from the time the church waswaa
organized until now there is no gen-
eral truth that has been so frequently
dwelt upont and so powerfullyfully enforced
upon the mirdsminus of this people as this
truth to which I1 now allude we who
are connected with this church and re-
tain our membership with this people
must be pureure in our thoughts in our
words annand in our actions we must take
a course to retain the spiritirit of god in
our hearts and if we do0 not take a
course of this kind the spirit of god
will inevitably leave us and that light
which has illumined our understand-
ings that joyjoy and peace which have
filledfilled our souls and caused us to rejoice
exceedingly before the lord will depart
from us and we shall be left in a worse
condition than we were before we obey-
ed the gospel
if we turn to the history of the apos-

tles we find a striking instance of this
in the easecase of judas one of the twelve
apostles one of the chosen disciples of
the lamb whom we may suppose was
onceonee possessed of the spirit of truth
but he was a hypocrite he broke the
commandments of godgoa he did that
which is evil how did this disposition
manifest itself As soon as he chose to
dissolve his connection with the people
of god did he go and bury himself
among the rest of the jews and from
that time say nothing more about the
work of god he had been connected
with no but the first of
his evil heart were to sell his lord and
masteralaster to be his betrayer and the des-
troyer of the inninnocentdocent prostituting the
knowledge which hebe had received to a
base purpose distorting and misrep-
resenting it in such a manner that it
proved the means of condemning the
man whom he had previously looked
upon as his lord this is the spirit
that will manifest itself the spirit that
the ancient apostles had to contend
with in the midst of those who were 0op
posedased to them and who hadbad formerformerlyyreengeenbeen connected with them false brebreth-
ren

tii
whenever a man loses the spirit

of the gospel whenever the spirit of
god is supplanted by the spirit of the
evil one that annman is a fit tool for the
adversary to work with and to use to ef-
fect his accursed purposes in shedding
the blood of innocenceneence because hilvi

1 14 ipway atlle spiritspirlt of hihim whomho wawas a
murdmurdererberer and a theu
and whose works have beenabeen sevilevil from
the creatreacreationfionflon until now in 6ourr day thethin
two spirits are manifested only with
more power with more strength than
have been witnessed on the earth since
the days odtheof the apostles

for generations there has been an in-
difference manifested by the adversaryadveradversary
of truth to the systems of religion whichsarisarK
have prevailed amongmen when men
partake of error when they are not ac-
companiedcompacompan niedled by the spirit of god when
the powerpowen and authority which bodgod im-
partsbowerto fulfill his great purposes are not
in existexistenceeuce among them then there is
an indifference manifested by the ad-
versaryversary religious organizations and re
legious movements are regarded by
him with unconcern because the neces-
sity does not exist under those circum-
stances for vigilant exertion on his ppartartarl
but the moment priesthood 0of
god is restored being the power and
authority imparted by heaven to men
which gives them capacity to go forth
arddarid administer in the things of god
then all hellliell is moved all who are
under the influence of the adversary are
at once in commotion and they seek to
destroy all those who have the temerity
to stand up in the defence of the truth
and righteousness inin the power0 of the
holy priesthood of the nosonn of god
this has been the case from the begin-
ning until now from the shedding efof
the blood of righteous abel down to
the time that the last apostle was slain
there have been feelings manifested
dispositions exhibited in connection
with this work which have not been
seen among men for a great length of
time before there have been a faith
and devotion a love and integrity mani-
fested by the saints of god by those
who have received the gospel of jesus
christ that have not been seen for a
long period of time on thetho other hand
there navehave been intense1n tense beelinfeelinggs of bitter-
ness hatred and strife and murder
and every thing that is evil manifestedmanifested
in opposition thereunto As I1 have
said these manifestations are traceable
to the fact that god has attempted to do
a work again among meninen at the present
time which is an uncommon thing to
this generation

if we converse withwith the votariesvotaries of
modern christianityChristanity about the
eions which the apostles and prophets
endured and which allali righteousmen in
every age have endured fromfrow the hands
of the wickedI1 they say that those were

agesages offal baribarlsin anandd darlan ess ca miliza j

tiotion andaudde haghad kotnot spread
their benign influences over the inhabit-
ants of the earth the printing press was
not in existence and the benefits that flow

were not known and enjoyed
by man theywere consequently dark
uneducated and ignorant antland there-
fore superstitious and cruel to such
ignorance and darkness do many modern
christians attribute the persecutions
righteous men met withinwith in former days
but in this day they say we live in the
blaze of gospel light the bible is pub-
lished in almost every language and
extensive means have been taken to
disseminate the truth and the exhibi-
tion of those cruel feelings which were
common in ancient times are not to be
seen now thus they delude them-
selves with the idea that they are better
than were the fathers even as the jews
did in the days of jesus when they ex-
claimed if wewid had been in the days of
our fathers we would not have been
partakerspartakers with them in the blood of
the prophets I1 I1 and they built the tombs
of the prophets and garnished the
sepulchreschres of the righteous but jesus
said unto them I1 wherefore ye be wit-
nesses unto yoyourselvesu that yeyo are the
children of them whichwhich killedmaled the
prophets I1 fill yeyo up then the meas-
ure of your fathers

to reason with many men upon this
subject and to have them reason in re-
turn they would impress you with the
idea that the antagonism which form-
erly existed between satan and god has
ceased and that there is a sort of am-
nesty existing between them and hence
satan does not have that power over the
hearts of men that he had formerly
this is a very great delusion anoand a vevery
common one it is a delusion whizwhiswhich
has been common to every generation
when the gospel has been preached
among the inhabitants of the earthevery generation has natteredflattered itself
that it is a little better than the one
that preceded it every generation has
prided itself in its knowledge and great
advancement in the arts and sciences
and its superiorityteiarity over preceding gen-
erationserations yett the power of the adver-
sary and his hatred of righteousness
andnd ttruthru t are as grgreateat totodayday altheyas they
eeverver wwereeesancence the creationcreationdf theeartathethaearthcarth
the moment a inaluaman11 tundertakeii tatoneropro

1 claim true pprinciplesri cipleelpie tto declare the

y1 w
gospel of jesusjesus chchristrist anandd exhortburt the
people to cry unto god in faith he stirs
up in the hearts of the people a feeling
of opposition and strife whichif he be
not acquainted with the cause strikes
him with wonder and astonishment
how often it has been the case that our
elders in going forth to preach have
labored among people who were ignor-
ant of the existence of the church of
jesus christ of latter day saints and of
their principles or if they have heard
anything it has been but little this
could not be done now but there have
been times in the past when it could be
done but when elders could go to
places where the people had heard but
little or nothing about the Lattelatter day
saints as soon as they commenced de-
claring to the people that god had
spoken from the heavens and exhorted
the people to seek unto god and he
would answer their prayers as ancient-
ly a spirit of opoppositionposition would be a-
rousedroUsed this has reenbeen so time and time
again with our people showing that it
is not the evils of the latter day saints
nor because they are polygamists c
that they are hated for they met with
opposition before anythingwas
thedoethe doctrinetrine this feeling did not have
its origin in any of these causes but in
the hatred which the adversary always
has to the truth and in the power
which he exercises over the hearts of
the children of disobedience prompting
them to go to any and every length to
prevent the accomplishment of that
which god our heavenly father seeks
to bring to pass among the people

it is the most foolish thing that peo-
ple ever attempted to tellfell us that if we
were to do so and so take such and such
a course that we should not be perse-
cuted klensienmen who inmakeake such assertions
do not know this work they cannot
comprehend it they know nothing
about the characteristics of this people
nor the work which they are connectedconnected
with if they did they would know
that lleilelie world would love its own diandnd
that atwouldit would hateliate every thing chatthat is
not of the world and that comes in con-
tact with religious popularity in the
world and that every thing of this kind
is hated by the world and by him who
is the master odtheof the worldsworldmylly brethren and sisters we are en
agn ed in the greatest of hllhiiallull warfares
nonip sooner did joseph smith receive the
holy priesthood from heatenheaven and thetha
power and authority to administer the
ordinances of life and salvation than
thistills warfare commenced and ititt has
gone on widening and increasing until
it haslaus assumed its present dimensions
and it will go on increasing willwili
lilithe1111fill the whole earth until the warfare
thatthai has been inaugurated will occupy
the thoughts and minds of all the in-
habitants

in
of the earth and until one of

these powers will prevail in the earth
it was said on one occasion by a leading
statesman of our nation that the con-
flict between freedom and slavery was
irrepressible it may be truthfully said
respecting the warfare in which we are
engaged that it is irrepressible and it
will not terminate until one power or
the other succumbsuccumbs to ttheh e other
which power shall succumb there
will hebe no cessation to this strife and
contest one or the other hasbag to ride
triumphant and hold dominion over
this earth truth must prprevailevallevail or error
must hold sway

god has spoken on this pointboint in un
mistakeable terms that it is his inten-
tion to establish his kingdom and carryearrycarr
on his work which the prophets in
vision had seen from the commence-
ment of the earth until now that it is
his intention to roll forth his kingdom
until it shall fill the whole earth until
the laws of the kingdom of god shall
be universally respected and obeyed by
all the inhabitants of the earth until
he whose right it is to reign shall sway
his scepter over an obedient earth or
over a population who will be obedient
to him

on the other handband a declaration has
been made not by the adversary direct-
ly1 but by his emissaries and those who
are under the influence of his spirit
that the work of god must stand still
that it must go backward and be over-
whelmedwhelmeded

the contest is not with cannon or
with rinnesrifles and swords and weapons of
this description but it is nevertheless
a warfare a warfare between the spirit
of darkness and that of light between
he who attempts to asurusurp 1the dominion
of this earth and the sogodd of heaven
the war which was waged in heaven
has been transferred to the earth and it
is now being waged bybythethe hosts of error
and darkness against god and truth
and the conflict will not cease until sin
is vanquished and this earth is fully re-

f deemed fromfroni the power of the adver-
sarys ry and from the misrule and oppres-
sion which have so long exercised


