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the lamp of good works, always bum-lsuccessor to the same powers and to by the experience of the past that He

ing, always shining before men, that
they may glorify our Father, who Is
in heaven.

Want of space will not permit me here
to show how to the "Lord’s Supper’” in:
like manner was added many rites and
ceremonies forelgn to the spirit of the
Gospel, by which the simple memorial
service instituted by our Lord was
transformed into a splendid sacrificial
ceremony breathing the very spirit of
paganism rather than that of the GOS-I
pel of Jesus Christ.]®

I desire to call your attention to an-
other thing—to the organization of the!
Church of Christ. In Paul’s letter to|
the Corinthians, 12th chapter, vou find
a most admirable description of the
Church of Christ. He likens {t unto
the body of a man and shows that it
is to be so entire in fts completeness,
that no part of It can be dispensed
with:

ivphe eye cannot say unto the hand,
I have no need of thee; nor agaln the|
head to the feet, I have no need of
you.”

All the members of the body are es-
sential to a perfect man; and so, ar-
guee the Apostle, to the Church of
Christ; all her officers, all her gifts, alt
her powers, are esgential. I read in
the New Testament that Jesus estab-
lished Hlis Ghurch with Apostles, to!
whom He gave the power to go into
all the world and preach the Gospel.
I read in the tenth chapter of Luke
that He called, In addition to these
Twelve, the Beventy, to whom He gave
similar powers to those given to the
Twelve. He promised them the same
power to heal the sick., to cast out
devils, to open the eyes of the blind.
Indeed. {f YOu compare the commis-
pions of these two bodies of men, you
shall find them very much—almost
completely. alike. These men, as they
went about preaching the Gospel,
wherever they found those who would
believe thelr testimony, organized
them into branches of the Church, and
appointed a Bishop, an Elder, or a
Priest, to take charge of the flock of
Christ, whilat they went on with the
mission ©f preaching the Gospel
Paul, in this 12th chapter of I Corinthi-
ana, winds up by saying:

“And God hath set some iIn the
Church, first  apostles, secondarily
prophets, thirdly teachers, after that
mirecles, then gifts of healing.’” ete.

In his writings to the Ephesians, the
ith chapter, Paul says:

*And he gave some ‘apostles;
some, prophets; and
ists; and some pastors and teachers;

“For the perfecting of the saints, for
fthe work of the ministry, for the edl-
fving of the body of Chriat.”

"Ti11 we all come in the unity of the
faith, and of the knowledge of the Son
of God, unto a perfect man. unto the
measure of the stature of the rulness
of Christ.”

He enumerstes, then these peveral
purposes of the organization, and main-
tains that this organizatlon was nec-
egsary in order to perfect the Sainta,
esgential to bring-to pass their unity.
These are the purposes for which this
organization was given

But where do we find the church wlth'
its Apostles, with {tm Beventies. with Its
Bishops. with ita Priests, and Teachers,
and Deacona? I know that we are told, |
by those who contend for the episco-
pal order of church government, that
Bishops succeeded to the authority of
Apostles; but that is agsumption. A,
Bishop is not an Apostle. The power
and authority of the Apostle waa uni-
versal; the authority and power of a
Bishop 13 local. It Is assumption, pure
and simple, to say that Bishops are

and
some, evangel-

*The part in brockets was added by lyims upon thelr own strength, nor In'sa"

Elder Roberte at the time of revising
his discourse for the "News.”

the same commiassion and office be-
stowed upon the Apostles. Where ls
that order of the Priesthood known as
the Seventy, who were closely asso-
clated with the Apostles? It is an order
of government lost sight of In the
churches of the world. Indeed, the same
organization as that established by
Jesaus nowhere exists among the chil-
dren of men today, except among the
Latter-day Saints; and it exists here
because God has opened again the
heavens and restored it by revelation.

Now, my brethren and sisters, T have
already spoken at too great length, and
vet have only indicated what may be
said upon this interesting subject—
one In which, T know, you have a deep
concern. But, azs I have before said,
these arguments and very many
others we employ are but helps. We
trust primarily in the work of God It-
self; in that which the Church is; in

the doctrines which she teaches; In
the triumphs she has won. Indeed,
her triumphs are great. We have

seen mob violence break upon
Church time after time, like the waves
of the ocean beat upon a rock-bound
shore. We have seen the great gov-
ernmeént of the United Btates, under a
mistaken policy, and decelved by mis-
representation, use its great powers to
break down this Church. The govern-
ment conflscated the Church property.
Her earthly leaders have been killed,
and many drlven into exlle. Yet none
of those things has for one moment
affected the unity, or the power, of
this Church organlzation. The Church
goes out into the world with its grand
megsage of peace om earth and good-
will to man. If here and there she has
brought a sword, and not peace, the
sword has been in the hands of her
opponents, and not in ours. If there
has been family peace disturbed, so
that the father has been against the
son and the son against the father,
and thé mother-in-law against the
daughter-in-law; and if a man’s ene-

, mies have been they of hls own house-

hold, not those who have accepted the
Gospel have been the AgETEessors, nor
the disturbers of the peace; but the
others, who have not accepted it; and
moved by a singular splrit of hatred,
they have persecuted and cast out
those who have received the truth.
We are in a state of evolution as a
community. Our methods of argu-
ment, the presentation of our mission
may be crude, unscholarly, and all
that; we are willing to confess it but
the truth of God is here! And as I
contemplate this Church of
making the bold declaration in the
face of a haughty, proud, pseudo-
Cthrist!lanity—proud of its past, proud
o ts

learning, disdainful of
he new arrival with her
trange mission sounding In  their

ears—as I contemplate the Chureh of|

Christ golng to the world with her mes-
sage, I am reminded of the conflict—the
unequal confliet, apparently—between
the youthful, half-ciad David and the
great Goliath, skilled in the usze of
arms, clad from head to foot In com-
plete armor, master of spear and of
aword. And yet the ruddy cheeks of
the boy smiled In confidence. Why?
Because of his armor? Of that he had
none, Because of his akill {n the use of
buckler or Bword? These he knew not
how to use. Because of his equal
strength, with that proud antagonist
walking towards him? He was a pigmy
compared with the glant. No, his con-
fidence was in none of these things:

but it was regident tn his sublime faith |

that God would vindicate Israel; that
He would strengthen the arm of Hia
servant, and give him the victory over
his ptroud, boasatful foe, So go out the
Elders of the Church of Christ, not re-

scholarship or worldly wisdom; but
confident in the power of God, knowing

the |

Chriat |

‘will walk by their side that He wiil
"make their strength sufficient for the
~accomplishment of His purposes; and
they, with thelr hands confldingly
placed in Hls hand, walk on to the con-~
fAict, recognizing the fact that 1t is
(God's controversy with the world, and
especially with the pseudo—Christian
|world; and that He will vindicate the
great truth that He revealed to His
Phophet, Joseph Smith—namely, that
men have departed from the true Chris-
tian faith; that they have been and
are teaching for doctrine the com-
! mandments of men; that they draw
near to Him with their lips while their
hearts are far removed from Him; that
they have forms of godlinees, but deny
the power of God. And He will also
{ manifest to them that other truth.
| namely, that God has agaln spoken
from heaven and revealed anew the
everlasting Gospel, and re-established
His Church on the earth.

The Lord bless you, Amen.

RETURNED ELDERS

Elder John H. Taylor of the Four-
teenth ward of this city returned on
Saturday from a mission to Great
Britain, on which he left January 25,
1896. Hs missionary laborg were in the
| Nottingham conference, and Etder Tay-
lor reports kindly treatment by the peo-

ple and good succesg in his labors. The .

people are becoming much more frignda
ly to the Latter-day Saints by reason
of thelr better acquaintance with them
and thelr aims to do good t3> man-
kind.

Elder Charles M. Holmes of Mont=
pelier, Idaho, who departed for Tndian
Territory to fill a mission, September
3, 1895, has returned home and was a
caller at the “News” office one day
this week. He labored for the first
year in the Chickasaw nation and for
the remainder of the time in Okla-
homa., Both of theae districts, says
Elder Holmes, are in a thriving and
promising condition,

Elder George V. Morris of the Twen-,
ty-second ward of thir city also came
home from a mission this week, Like
Elder Holmes he departed for hia
fleld of lahor on September 3, 1895,
He alsoe went to Indian Territory,
The first two months of his labora
were spent among the Cherokees. Af-
| ter that he was assigned to the Okla-

homa distriet, where he continued
, until released to return home.

Elder Albert 8. Erickson of Granta-
ville, Tooele county, returped from
Europe on Tuesday last. On reach-
ing his field of labor for which he
departed October 12, 1835, he went to
Germany and labored successively in
Bavaria, Wurtemberg and Baxony. In
October last he went to Sweden,
where he completed hils mission. He
reports an Increased Interest in the
. Gospel wherever he went.

Elder George B. Cox Jr, of Mantt
returned from the Southern States on
Wednesday. He left for that section
of the misaion fleld February 22, 1B85,
and went to Missleslppl, where he
labored during his entire mission.
The Elders there, he says, are making
many friends and converts. He en-
joyed good health and reports the
spread of Truth as being very rapld
and satlsfactory.

James Edward Friend, a well-known
newspaper mah, formerly of Birming-
ham, Ala, and iater of El Paso, Tex.,
# soldier of the Confederate army in
the war of the Rebellion, was found
.dead in his bed In the Willard hotel,
Francisco, Wednesgday morning
from internal hemorrhages. He was
aged 59 years,



