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and (God and asked nnd obtained | pear unto him every day and never| through his own acts. Whenever I

from Him forgiveness for the same?
Or have we feelinge in our hearts
aganinst our brothers or our sisters
that should not exist there—feelings
that are alien to the Spirlt of ?
If this is our condition then we nre
noder condemnation.

Bofore we come here to partake of
this bread and to drink of this cup,
we should know that there is noth-

Inz in our henasta or conduct that|us, we cann® receive the
will prevent us from eating and | We cannot partake of the gi
drinking without condemnation and | w¢ ecannot plense our Father in

without sin nttaching to the act. Ir
we are not in this condition, then
we are not aa we ghould be. It is
the imperative duty of the officers
of this Church, if they kpow that
there is & man or n woman whose
life is not what it should be, to for-
bid that person from eating of this
bread or drinking of this cup, that
they may not do it wnworthily. If
they do not take this course with
their brethiren npd sisters who #re
in transgression, or who nre not-liv-
ing as they should the sin of
such individuals is Hkely to attach
to them, ;

Read the words of the Savior upon
this point—not omnly those in the
Bible hut in the Book of Mormon,
and see how strongly thisisenjolned
by Him upon His nposties. Pnaul,
in one of his epistles, alludes to the
fact that perhaps the health or even
the lives of the Saints in his day
had suffered because they had eaten

of the brend and gdrank of the cur;
i}

muworthily, Our liveashould be suc
that when we go awny from this
place, after psrtaking of this holy
ordinance, we may be filled with
the Bpirit,refreshed, fceling that our
souls nre filled with the bread of
life aud that our spirituall strength
I8 renewed.

But there is too much carelessness
among us. Inspeaking thus I spenk
to myself as well a8 to you. e do
not feel after our God with that
earncstoess nnd that faith which we

should as Latter-dny Haints. We
become almost ent l'ﬂ]{' nbsorbed
with the aflairs of life. Woascarcely

get time to sit down nnd read the
word of God or ponder upon His
promises. 1t is with difficulty that
many of us get time to attend to our
meetings and—aitall 1 say itP—per-
haps searcely time to nttend to our
prayers. We arise in the morning
and enter upon the duties ol the day
without bowing our knees In our
secret places before God nnd ealling
upon Him for His blessings, Then
when the iay’s labor is ended we
arc too weary, perhaps, to go to those
secret places and call upon Him
ngnin, or even to attend to family
prayers. According to my observa-
tion there is too much of this neglect
aniong us, and while such is the
cnase we cennot have the blessing of
God resting upon us with the power
it should.

Perhaps ngain, there are some
nmong u8 who indulge in intoxicat-
ing drinks and do other things
which nre entirely unworthy of the
nante of n Saint. We eannot ex-

pect God to blersus a8 n people If| God, who has felt its power, who
Thete in only one| has had a foretaste of the,

we do all this.
course for us to take, and that is to
keep the commandments of God
with the greatest strletness, to live

the Bpirit of God to depart from hlm

leave our chamber until, ns it were

we are baptized in the Spirit of God |

-—with the power of Gud and His
Holy Spirit resting upon us almost
to the consuming of our flesh. This
shonld be the ease with us every
motning every day and every night;
we ghould not negleet these things,
for if we do we cannot love the re-
ligion which God has given unto

rpowc.-r;
ts, and
heaven.

Then the family should be called
together aud time taken to pray un-
to the Lord— not merely with our
lps: ‘“Forasmuch as this people
draw mDear mo with thelr miouth
and with their lips do honor mie.

£ = * Therefore
I will proceed to do o marvelous
work, o marvelous work and n
wonder.”  What is the reason, why
has the Lord commenced His work
of the last days? DBecnuse there
wans so much hypoerisy Iin the
world. Men honor the Lord wlith
their lipa but not with their hearts,
nnd the power of God hnsdisap-

red from among them, until it
8 very common now to doubt the
existence of God, and to have no
faith in the atoning blood of Jesus
or the necessity for His nionement.

If we draw uear unto the Lord
with our lips npd our hearts are far
from Him, then we nre hypocrites.
Lf we profess to be Lintter-day Saints
and bave an outward semblance
of religion, while in reality our
llves do not correspond with our
professions, then wenre hypoerites
—we are guilty of hypocriey before
the Lord, and His nnger will he
kindled agninst us. There isonly
one way for us where we nare so
situnted. We have the grentest
promiscs held out to us of any people
that ever lived; we shnll receiVe
their fulfilment if we nre faithful.
But woe unto us Latter-dny Saints
if after these promises nnd blersings
have been sealed upon us we do not
80 live'ns tobe worthy of them, Woe
unto us if we fall by the wayride
through carelessness, through in-
diftercoce, through neglect, through
the commisston of sin, until the
Spirit of God is grieved and departs
from ug, nnd we are left to oursclves
to wander and to grope in the dark,
knowiug not the true path. Woe
unto us if we%et into that condition;
then weshall be far worse ofl’ than
if we had never heard the Gospel of
the Son of God; far worse ofl than
those who have died in iguornnce
and never heard the name of Jesus,
never heard the Gospel of salvation.

We live in a day when we eannot
trifle with Gou, He has sald that
His 8pirit ghall not alwanys strive
with man; He will withdraw that

Spirit from us if we do not
follow out His commands, and
we shall be left to our-

selves.” The most drendful eon-
ditlon that I enn imngine a human
belng to be in ia this—for n man
who has oneg tasted of the word of

'Wers
of the world to come, and who har
rejoiced in those blessings, to suffer

-deny

have thought of it concerning my-
self I have been filled with inex-
pressible horrer. It has seemed
a8 though n thousand denths
would be preferable; for to
dieis an casy thing; it is o light
mzntter compared with apostacy—
the lors of the Bpirit of God, the
forfeiting of the tavor of heaven,
the loss of those blessings, promises,
and powers which God hasbestowed,
the loss of interest in the work ol
God; tn have the Bpirit fade and
withiraw itself from us until we
live without it. Cnn you Imngine
any worse condition?

Let him, the Ajwostle says, that
standeth take heed lest he fall,
There I8 no one so alrong that he
e¢an be sure he will get through.
It 8 only hy the grace of
God that we can expect to he
fuithful and to receive salvation.
Think of the mi}:ht.y men who have
been in this Church who have
fallen. Think of Oliver Cowdery
who received the revelations ot God
as Joseph did, upon whose head
John ‘the ‘Baptist Iaild his
hands and conferred in common
with Joseph the Anronie Priest-
hood, and who afterwards received,
by the ndministration of the three
Apostles the npostleship whieh God
had withdrawn, but was then re-
stored to the inhahitants of the
earth. Think of this man unto
whom the Bavior showed Himself ng
He did to the Prophet Joseph and
to whom the Prophet Eljjah and
other prophets ministered. Think
of this man who received these great
manifestations and upon whom God
hestowed this great power—think of
this man falling away from the
Churcli and contending agninst the
Prophet of God. He did not
hig testimony, but he with-
drew from the Church of God, nnd
hig example was not what it shonld
have heen.

Tf such n man ns this could fall—
if suech a manp as Sidney Rigdon,
who with Joseph beheld that glori-
ous vislon recorded In  the
seventy-sixth section of the Bouvk
of Doctrine and Covennnts—one of
the grandest vigions that ever human
eyes beheld, the grandest revelatlon
that ever human pen wrote nt the
inspirntion of the Almighty — if
Sidney Rigdon with all his knowl-
edge, with all that he reccived from
God and the blessings that were be-
stowed upon him, could not stand,
or did not stand, with the wealth of
knowledge that (God gnve unte him
—the henvens being opened to hig
view—ifl he fell what shall we say?
Cnn we expect to sitand unless we
keep the coinmandments of God
and are faithful to the truth? No,
brethren and sisters. There is only
one way infwhich we enn expect to
do that which is right and to receive
the glory of God, that Is to hold out
faithfully to the end, te wnlk hum-
bly before our God, to walk prayer-
fully and eircumspectly before
Him, and keep His command-
ments with all diligence, with
all thankfulnesa dny by day. hou?
by hour, seeking unic Him for
strength. conseious of our own un-
worthiness, of our destitution in His
holy slght, in the presence of Hi8




