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Ms Influence tha Ninoconth Century

The following address was deliv-

ered before A recent meeting Bf the
Monday Night Club by Frank D

Stephens Kiq

I lave been asked by your committee
to read n paper upon the infljorice 01

oratory In the nineteenth centur I

shall confine mywd lo ito liilliuice In

the United State at that affords a held
far too brow d to be covered III Ihe
limits illoitil to thli piper

lmcrM says fcluqiicnce IIt the
power to crunilal a truth lulu language
nrrfeelly Intelligible lu those lu whom

voUipeak A Trench philosopher says
f eloquence That the piodigle which

t anon works In the hands ol n tingle
man upon an entire nation arrpctrmpl
the most thlning testimony ul the tu
tierioilty ul one man over another
bnietsun rl u eipresses a innilaropinion
when he says that eloquence is the ap

iruiiiute organ of the highest pcrsunal
energy and In hu essay on eloquence
Im Ms that Courage Uan 11I0Ipen
ethic attribute of the orator There Ius

w trio orator who la not a hero This

ittitudoi on the pUtform miuire that
he cuuntcibalance ha auditui Me I

i

Ia

ihollenger ami mint answer all

rimers lhe orator must rtr stand
with forwalil lot In the allllude of

touring Mil speech moat be Just
heath ul the assembly ahead of tin

olio human race or It It tuuoi Ilun-
uturbowIWIII sieirh lla not to bt

11 a iiclion It It the elect ily ol union
ItI is aetiun as tin Ran rate wo d ul
uimmand or chart of haute n action

Ito definition ul eloquence Uiuilii-
rti every school boy given by Daniel
Webnter In Itins oration upon Jelleison
and Adaim probaufj eopreses more
eeimpletely than any Uher thai ho earl-
inen liven the attributes of the

rilur but u too linilhar to need quca
nwn tote

Matthew says that Oratory like
Hire IU fed by the iimlollune of
iclety lu element lto hits whirlwind
opt the trm when society IU upheaved

IK Inundation when the moral and
l o meal darknet la thlckeatit ihmet
wilt with the greatest splendor As
Hit wienie of liieillclna would be use-

less

¬

among a people free from disease
oil there were a Utopia In she world

wee from crimes and disturbance
lire would tie na detnalnl for oratory

Athenian oratory win at ll > height
whin the Athenian empire was at ita

writ point of degradation Not at
the time when Grates was achieving

rglorluiu victories but when the was

taint by loreign depot did Demos
Ienre herald the dawn of an eloquence

i ver since surpassed U was when she

simian iwople wre under a trnlble-
innssion

I

that lliiltn waving the-

tinily knife of Lucrella burst lot til hu-

tvintheternbledcnunculUunsthslaruuned
lit populace to dun the Taiqulnl-
om Konie end establish the repuobc

It was a battlers cile sad prayer fur

viniitancc u he tusked from the dead
lady of Virginia appealing lo boa

umrymen that arouMit the legion of
Ittio ItiKUlan camp to aclu upon the
icnd mount and achieve soother tree
two

So it was when the tplriU of the
tiiloiiUli were galled by its unjuil laws
i f uotge III that Patrick Ilenty gave
utterance lo that speech never to be for-
gotten In the ItUiory of our country
which to Influenced lilt lasers that
llay ruthcU forth tuna the lull reecho
HI his cry off To ann to annul

Sa it ua again in iSjo when Calhoun
till Illiincutrettabbinialthvery life
c f the natUn with their iptcchea of
nulllncntloit and secession tint UVbtter-
lehttred hi < memorable effort In the

resale of the United SlltMI in reply to-

llnyne unitenally conceded by ills
pMilomile IliUtulluu u havingI aR realer
iffect thus soy other upon thin ilextlny-
ul thin nation When dire nec isii ariiei-
1iotldence fumlthe the remedy to
meet il

It n however believed by many that
oratory iu a force In the deilinyI uf
ilun or to Influence the sellout ol-

en for Hie time tuning lh a thing of the
I it It Is belle e1 by many that in the
pulpit on the platlorm belote the court
ur in kgitlative hall oratory luau lost
ill poser lo thrall the audience sway tin
Jury or Influence the paataKe uf Ic lila
the enactments To a great extent
Hiii In no doubt true The prcient
yt titration ii commercialrlaono devoting
th ir energies to Moat
iiun now would rather an Edison
with u million loan a Wtbtier In debt

In thu Utter halt of the nineleenllir-
MUllry the pntentee of aqulck selling
inventionl ulaudta betterI clinnce lo win
uccein measured In our standard tlian-
doet the student who stores hit mindI

with the KnnJMt utterance of the
greatest ipeakeri nnd Kckt to Inspire
ln fellow nicn with patriotic fervor
Shrewd mnnlpuUtlon gains tie K ln-
tm Ing thin right man at bile right flitch
keen foresight und ehurewd tact Uiniik
tag nrrangeinenta with thin leaden uf-

arloiu
I

fiictlonn doc more towards
thing bite bill through Congress or the
Ivgiibture than any ImpMtioned ut-

tetanrc ofl thin political orator The
qiwMlon now U how will the hill if-

passedI oilect our pocket or thin voles
if our conitiluenttP nut how will It
affect our lllwrtiMor what moral effect
will It hate-

Eloquence addressed to minds and
neiirts glowing w llh patriotic or religioua-
fiitlmitaim U tublime cloucnco ad

rented to the pocketbook Ii rldlcu
loin

IollottlneI thin chill war and recon
IIirunion of this southern stales came a
lung era of commercial prooperi-
tsh rh with the exceptionI ol occasional
d priHMoni like the prenent It likely to
riimmua for > can to come Farms and
htirca now occupy the nttenllon of
tlmm who must work and those who
ire no rich are not compelledIhallherin wink II pursuit of iileatiire-
or devoted to time orbs iimf bolls
Ictlri

Put do not mlaunderitand me I do
not moan to my blot ill the llatt Citatler
oflheientury public tpeakeri have no
iDilutee They have hat it U the
brim builneu like speech teeming with
telt md not the of
iliUotlral inetaplmr burled by the
iinpaisioiuid urator that carric the
pool

The people of today urn to generally
will iniumiid upon all curient queI
ion > mid bake tuch pride In making up

Uiiir iiwn mindsI thaiIIthey
r ore riot easily

winlI lit thin mufenellc tpevclieaofU-
K n n ho had tiny heed In the lima of
Win Chin nnd Ctlhoun would un-
q klbnalily have ilwn to the occasion

l lanked with them Up lo very
OIly pirty spirit tins tnlid the

i id ui vntcrniiijiiiit lhe hilumrcdf
Ill PL1 ikir Ih iHsnriMni out of
I ii j queshun mid tin a ir tit
Hn n mien und party spoil Ion
d kef never befoio known Since

I1860 It ha been Impottibl for a Re
pnMloin lo believe thnt any Yowl can
come out of the Naiareth of IDemocracy
and It It Mill urn hard for H Democrat
to vote tor n K ilu Mean Thu Party
1IIrll and lIt iruf in bunny lash in the
speaker hlnmlf Itin linen potent agalnn-
hli pnwir KI an orator The
orator If he wunlil influence men must
Itebold ntonta u irlr lie mist
sirlke or wi In Ile Art of liartHli
believe to br i Iri leiiln blmi Ilull
Where thv nil r lilt utit i tnt eu will be
a shunt TheI i ol how hit speech
may In laltt n In ilir rburch mimlxn
one part ul hit lnnct or the whisky
men In a ttlrr pailt rrlpplei tbe Inv
Scene of IIKII who olherwim might
speak in taunt t f thunder and with the
llrct ol llghtmni

There la number reason why at the
preient time men do Silt become morn
IUinoui ai orator Vu iniquntionalrl
have men of great oratorical power but
the great unimerdal enKrpritet of the
day the great corporation Mil upuit
these men an toon at they allow weal
la In them and no run ran become A

tplindid oator lu the service of enter
prlien and corporations that too oltn
compel him to take the tide agiliut the
right of Hiejieopl

John M Thurtton general solicitor of
the I non 1ailfic railway will prulubly
end hll days In III service without lnv
hog a anting Im hnlt behind tuft as a
public speaker Ilast I think he Iis withoutI

exception the mOIl elwuciit man I

have ever listened lu
Ruben d Ingerwll hU nomination-

of
james t Blalne where lie described
at Tae plumedI knight earned the

convention by abut In the days of
RutkiLh itham and Sheridan he would-
II believe have outranked one of them
man orator Had It not been fur In-

unlailiiiuie altack upon lira IIIhl and
ChriMlantt at a time when luudelll-
yfd him with Il4ttr he would undoubt-
edly be tbe greatest American uratur of
batty In penonnl magnetlim and in the
power to enpirtt Iwiuiliul nenllmenl
in th most luuchmgI language bo lu on
equalr Titers see man outer men in
tin United States who poaavu the nalil
tab Iuallfocallon ul great orators sad
should there be a national ciliit would-
no doubt become titmouse bul whose
names fur reasons Before atald are not
likely lo paw Into hltlory as thus of
grrat peakert

Let m however hum luck to the
the tCund quarter of be nlndeenili
century when hlttorlant concede Hut
oratorii al power wn potent m our des
tin and a study of his Influence this
time nnd ul the imidltloim Ih u tendered
it i oimlil may give m another answer
lathe qiielllon of why tit not inure
eticcme today In the history of the
nltetlI State there have teen tau
period In which the power of oratuiy-
wa supremely felt from irftj to i3s or
during the time of the securingI u the
Independence by the American tolonleti
avid trout 1815 or tNjo to lute when lhs
question uf nullihiI atlon Lute rights
and sll ivory were before lime people It
Iitc of the later period that I thai par-
ticularly speak but In order to unuer
stand use later we mutt refer lo the
surlier

The condition In the last half of the
eighteenth sad the Nut half ol the tune
tmh centuries were peculiarly Ifavor-
able to oratoilcal Influvnco N e were
then a homoceiwuus ptopte we hero
alike in Impala language end educa-
tion A great majority of Ui were
lngllihtpiMkliig Americans The
nation ol continental Europe had not
YCllIIuIllhelr million upon u who
neither underttand our Ian uago nor
appreciate our Intiltution We were a
people dominated by tlroiig moral con
Ictloni The strong moral energy of

I the Pilgrim And utner culonlaU whoI

came to tin New World to sack politi-
cal and rellglout liberty was trill Latent
among w

The llatter part of the eighteenth cen-
tury had been richly fruited with en-

larged civil and refjgioutI hbcil Mir
Hbeau In Prance Curran Unklne dial
Iham Ilutke and hens In lnglandI-
atrlcfc

I
I Ilenby AiliMK klknoll nulli

II landllon In Amerlii hid in the tatter
loll of the eighteenth lentury given
utterance to wntlmenM of lunrty ami-
patnotum that were declined by story
School boy In the 1051 half of the nine-
teenth u wits not then In taut form
to show a little enthusiasm lor our
native land Time Ameilcin lIac was
alsa s huiledwith u cheer floe luurth
of July war a great day It wan not then
the fathlon lu be Kiigll Dma men
who nuts turnI up ilieir tiotieit be
case It raini In London would then
line bicn tarred and feaihcrd In thin
tchooli painotlc speeches were loaned
by heart There were not at many
books In thin hornet but the quality
averaged hotter A copy of Milton w n
InnlnuMtcvery larmhoiisc Tho Ihlgitt
literature was not thieve cuiucqucmly
no temptationllo read It iilime cxi li
ol the other In the schools runty Stay
afternoon was klan up to rhelonuil I

culture Choice extract from annrnl
and modern classics were memonred
and nude a part of the very fiber of the
VOUIIK students nature A contempt
for thin clauic and a crate fur a untat

lain of lime ncirnces had not Ml rn-
tercel our college Daniel Weli tcr
never pent a day diuecting the taut uf a

tidHile and he probably did not know
the difference IIwtween a gntro od
and a cephalopod xcapt that his know-
ledge of Latin soilI Greek would tell bun
at ones this the one boa Ita feet upon Its
itomach and the other on Ito head

The great onlori of this and the last
century wereetlucated mildly In nnthu
mats and clowla anti moie claulc
than nulhematlct lilt from Ins ear
lint Its hood had hit power of speech
slid uprcuion trained by recitmi duly
cholcu paiuage from the lwt I nihtli-
autluirt by rendeilng aloud putFes of
Greek and Roman oration in choice
riiKli > h IIIIn famlllarlied lilniu df thor
ouithly wilt Milton nnd ShilMiiare
and learned page alterl pug liyheitl-
lhe time wa true of lo > Curran-
Krkln and llmke lluike hail riceroa-
urulluos01Itistnnguesebutnnllt1obaler
roadI and reread Ihu Greek Konian and
Ungllih claulct until they wire n Ipart
of liit very being and lilt own thought
took wing upon these vehicle of ex
pretiion tint will never cease to excllo
the Yonder and admiration of those who
study them

Take a homogeneous people speaking
the anon language nil imbued w ill the
ttpirit of pMrioliim generally lamihtr
with the peeclttt uf great clunipiont of
liberty ancient and modern most ol
whom hind heard from the hips of revolu-

tionary Ipatriot the dory of LexingtonI

Hunker
I Hill mud Valley Forge leti

such in audiencti be addressed11Iya nun
of imU mend and inlelli tu lorcu
nhl tu luthe hit thought i m i holce-

luniiiie1 and at lhe tine Un r pu
lee t niKlliKibli In Ids In rr on nil

IVIOH win mho liberties of iho I o

pic and the talely of the nation threat

I
a s h o hI r hlghly-

It II r0 lit all hut Ion I 01-

tT St wltc Ile uilIllilt
Illeel III r or tar taeteolltc-
caturt Ilto iniluincc of the orator
war nut gar uly loll ill the trot quirter
There seer many healed iliseiimioni In

tilt llIt t lut tflrr
Nr Iru hei Iu wcrr

IflitI t III t exit Irnl y Ir was-

not Uniil I i whin in i mi anddt
rnutun nl at the tith11 thou mi-

Inl tilt ofI s lith Larolnm Hi it lhe 01 e

emn wa pier tiled lor Tl it UMtOIII ll

ht In tin period Ilumcl Webster
Itlnwrro nbos tutu felluws can unit
above the IIIIhrlla-

Mllhowo vtye Doubtleu Calhoun
heal a more acute mid mdaphyilinl
mod i Clay hud a more eclrlo sod
magneticI nature and showed a far
keener in diviningI publicI scull
men ant iIn sweeping lhe strings of
popular ftellng but in sheer Intellectual
might In that comprtheneivetles of
vi lon which seen sit saless of a mil jrel
nnd judgM it In all his Klalioitt In that
largeness and weight ul utterance which
glens the greatest Impnvsteenesm to
everything one says and in hard logic
which links concluilun to concision
like a chain of Iron neither Clay nor
ICalhonn Olin any other American wa-

ver equal to Wejnter Un small tub
tech be wt dull As Ornllan said ul
loud Put n ditufT In his hand and
like Here lies be makes sad work of It

I but give him A thunder bolt and he hos
tic aim of Jove

II was Gaya lute tarn writer unt-

nomenioui occavlonswhen great public
lull ml were Hi ntake that the lull

r his intellect wa vltlble When
feelerf men awed by the darkness ul
the polhlKal l sky Hid for lnller Irom
the loutpeas be rushed forth esultingl-
Its

I

theI elemental war wltliall Im fseul-
ties

t
tlmulat d to their ulmoi When

the thunders 1tt nulhlicaliun mutlerwl
he ilistancebe coolly witched the com-

ing nbrn and hn it bunt tun bared
bin head lo Ih butt like lie m irnmoth-
ol Iridnlon mklnx them sill as the
111

When Illayne concluded huts speech It
wa feared by the friends of tits Consti-
tution that nn could not ba nntwtml
but Wehatcr ihoroiighty and coinpleltl-
vjnquiilied hunt this speech was to
widely read aal earned ouch concur
lion and the entire North became to
Indoctrinated w lib Ills views uf tho tl rue
lure of our government that when Ms
busies lay mouldering at MtrthnelJ Its
Nonh wa ready to fight lo a man
against the heresy ol tereulun-

II believe that every Khool buy today
thould rend and le read nnd commit lu
memory the peruiatlon of hit tnecch In
faulylo IU nr beginning

When my eyes mall be turned Ito
behold for the lint time the sun In
heaven may I not tee him thluing un
the broken nnd dishonored fragment vi-

a uses rjonnus Union on mutesl dl
severed dlxordint belligerent on II

land rent with civil feuds or drenched
It may Iw In iral rnl blood letlncir
last icible and lingering glare rather
brlioldI

the gorgeous ensign uf the He-

publknow known sad honoredIIthrough-
out the earth still full high auvanced
lit aloha and tropliie tlrcnmlng In their
original luster nut a ttiipe erased ur
luiliulcd nut a nmgie Inr obscured
looting lor its inottn no such miserable
Interrogatory no Whit it all this worihr
Nor thug other words vfr deletion and
Icily Lilerty tint std lnou alter
wards but everywhere spread all snot
In char clots of living ligh bluing un
nil IIto ample they float over tin
sea and over the idIand in ivory wind
under die whole hcnveiin that tiersentinioaldnr to every American Imam
liberty and union now anu forever one
and in eMmbte

Parker gives tha period from 1830 tto
title as the golden age of Anxsrljon
oruttory and certain It n tint ell of Ther
cifhueHii mo l lavorabl lo oratorical
inihience were present I oiuence ex-

lsle1 in the subject m the mat end lIn
the uccaslon SInce the Dcclaratltm ol
lndopenden and the adopliou oi UM
Cunslllullon such critical period had
been known

An Influence dollar 10 that uklded l

by Webtler In the North wai ex
erclxeil bv Calhoun and IAVM
time South Ai

m
Webster stemmedi j the

tide of nullificationI lowing toward the
Northnnd unitedI alentire North in thin
support of the t onsthullon to C lhuulI
filled the entire South with blue ipiru of
nceeision and 0vol i lllon lo thin Consll-
tutinn

During limo period from tSio until
H5 WetMter was the relnriwc of the
enure North In the support of the Con
tlliulioni and hla power win undlinln
Ished until the slavery qucsli m became
all ImporUnt and toe cumpro
mine act of IHS was yuIIt wish the
hlstrrlan miglit have recorded that
Wubtter look Ihe name cxillvd stand
upon the klntcny ueMlnn that he did In
the dole ma of lhe Constitution I lid he
done to lie world could nut endure
long enough to dim thin were of It s
fame All opportunity so grand the
world lid never teen four million
slaves In It nation Nhosr boast was the
liberty uf In people the idivo power
greedily extending iti bound until thin
whole North was threatened Thin
Indeed wus the time when the much
let orator might haven taken taml
that would truly have made his name
Immortal lint ha favored Ihe com
IpromlM act of th5o As Secretaiy of
Slate he took unnecessary ground In
moral slavery nod though James Rut
sell Lowell say tint at tlic meeting In
Kincull Ilull In iSso those who came ai
accusers remained Ills captives the fact
lemalni tthat he ceased to be thel Idol of
the North II was hell for men of less
Intellectual power lion with greater
morel courage to combat the cMention
ql slavery and champion the cuss of
freedom

William Lloydl Garrison began the
tight when to speak of the abolitionj

uf-
ilavery wa to be dragged from a lloiton
church by lluston citiien who tried tu
lung him for uttering Ihe sentiment We
can now hardly appreciate Urn pplendid
manhood of such men ni John Quincy
Adams who preMinted petition tiller
petition In the Ilouse of Kvpresentatlvet
lor the abolition of tlavery when hit
only rcw ird was threatened expulsion
William Lloyd GirruunJohn Quincy
Adams Wendell Phillips Ileiir Wnrd
lletihrr lueodore Parker Joshua U
jlddlngt end tnau It whom I cantnot reiall with them cillmmuted Ids
larlodof American oratory of which
have a pokim They row I inenoniltludefinition of an orator stood witlt
forward font In alliance of their audl-
tor

l
challonging alll coiners They

dared to lift Iheir voice when to do to
was to ba scoltUI nt nnd apt upon by
the very one whoso commendation
would hive beui lost dear to them

It was at this time that pulpit oratory
reached In zenith The nimulir were
among tin liras to cumin tto their
sense on thin nunnery iiutstlon and
from bravo old Peiir Curtwright In
Illinois to Theodore Porker in lloiton
andI llrcclier in llrooklyn Methoilim
Unltori I otinrekation mil all from
the pulpi iH ur tin Imil freedoms
orators tL idul for the remov d of the
stunt upmtsar nu niiii Ii m rlorvvhli
eierv true ininraii yet iluahr

Abraham Lincoln white not a bill

i a oralr ut Ip Loch-

acr a n put list
l htteen i t ail I 1rats-

e

i

ertrd tnurn Upon
ltl voters of the rloI t It other
une mon nod hit btuprp claim
mote ihsn all vthr men to tr III-

lMfIM ieetiuutespeeeh wn rtvelatlon-
tt rile t halt r of Ins PCf II I-

l lIc r1 Ir IIOeln Wa nt allUl
he oldker lint his po Nd the

1 wer It nninit nten er force
olytc d urn oae f-1115-

lime
tcctly suited In Ill popular m

In whir he poke T1 04101
the Nunh during the fewyuttimnte
lately preceding tho wnntt inn rebel-

lion were not In a mood to rifled
away by oralnrlcal plaiitu II They
thought Intensely upon ilto qu iota of
the day end what then winlnl wai nut
a magnetic speaker bin one w In could
alit their own reason InurnuiiK ttln
tight conclutloti Uncoln wa 1 ih irouth
muter cf the lilndamenl iniiielpnM
underlying tb comiilutloii ol tli I1n teal

State and of Ike prlnclp enl human
rlghl The doling paragni h of Ml
lint Inaugural ibows the iinderrMM
and nxthu of which his great lie irt wwi
capable Hi aaehxraclershtrhnhoald-
It

I

uludiedl by every Ainom m youth
Ilie wa the ideal lUlesim n the lost
hall of the nineteenth enur No other
American no rMhtr human bemj could
huve taken his place UiMnr al-

though by tar a more powerml speatnr
and grouter muter of ling uag and In

tome reiiwcls ol tar greiter tmeltaet
had not that of oul which
made Uncoln moat iioliki taking
the whole country re iris end all

Into lite embraie sad lining fculeMly-
Intrwrdally sod ymuatiKliiall comet

Justice to nil
With tha Ireedom of the slave said

the death of Lincoln this pI noel ul
oratory hissed ate treat hearted
Abraham Lincoln emanriiitor mh-

oflloni tne golden xkr A nerlcan
oratory went out with hit life It came
In the muttering thunder ofr usiaulls
upon the Constitutlonil culmimid In
Uw tempest ol anti slavery lutlon
and dlllnlon It patted away midst the
lobbing of brokenhearted niuibn uf
soldiers dead with a mournful requiem-

for the martyred Preident slam Let
me end with the closing word of hi t

lira Inaugural
In your laid my dissatisfied fallow

countrymen and not in mine IU the
momentous Isms of civil war Th
government will not assail m hum
can have no cmitlct without Icing yore
selves the aggressors I lave no
oath reglstereil heaven tu ilestrov the
guv eminent white I shall hove a most
solemn one to iteierve protect and
defend

r We arc not enetnka but friends we
elut not brenemkM Though panlonI

may have strained it mum not break
our bond of uhf uiion Tile mvstlcI
chords uf mom 011 ilrelchlng from every
battle Held an I putriol grivi to every
lovintr held unit hearthstone nil over
Ihl broad laud will yet swell the
chorus ul the Union when again
touched as tardy thy will be by the
better angels of liar nntan
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