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counsel for the smeltersshelterssm elters commenced
his abuse on your correspondent
for having made the report to
senator stewart in which the
smeltersshelterssm elters are charged directly with
smuggling I1 interrupted said mome
cammon by asking him if he had
seen the qualities of ores imported
by his client sHe declined to answer
the question I1 therefore told him
that I1 had seen the imported ores on
all the four railroads divergingdiverging from
mexico into the united tatesstates and
that I1 pronounced thea lead ores
and not silver ores I1 had hardly
uttered these words when mr ben-
nett of counsel for the ore prodoc
ersaers association came to me and re-
quested me to say no more about it
until he would call me as his wit-
ness upon the strength of his re-
presentationsen I1 sat down and pa-
tientlytationaartay aawaitedactedalted my turn which
never came A few affidavits were
submitted samples bf ores shown
and all at once mr bennett made
the startling announcement that
they rested their side of the case and
had no further evidence to effer

I1 called the next day at willards
hotel and sent my card to mr
james the president of the ore
producers association asking for
an interview and the reason why
I1 was not allowed to testify as to
the smuggling of the lead ores as
stated in my report to senator
stewart mr james returned word
that he declined to see me

not so satisfied with such treat-
ment and anxious to help the min-
ers I1 urged that special agents beb e
sent by the treasury department to
investigate the matter secretary
windom ordered special agents W
H williams and W P hughes to
proceedproceed1 to the frontiers of mexico
I1texasexas and arizona and to report
results

these gentlemen returned about
twelve days ago and having sub-
mitted their reports the secretary
of the treasury issued on the
of july the following circular to the
collectors

the department has hadbad under
consideration the joint reports sub-
mitted by special agents W H
williams and W P hughes upon
the question of the importation of
mineral ores from mexico with
special reference to the accuracy
and propriety of existing methods of
hiltry samplingsapling and examination of
such ores for the purpose of de-
terminingter mining their legal classification
bby an accurate ascertainment of the
characters and properties of the
minerals contained in the various
importations

it appears from the reports that
a practice has grown of permitting
itiin the same entry as the product of
one mine the mingled products of
several mines possessing different
characteristics and that sampling is
conducted in a very irregular man-
ner by what is familiarly Pknown as
the grab process

pending further consideration
thedie following instructions will be
observed

itheI the sworn entry shall em-
brace in addition to what is now
required a statement of the esti-
mated quantities and values of sil-
vermeriandand lead contained in the im

f
1 1l afa

por tationion iaccording to the best
knowledge and belief of the importer
or consignee

2 thealthe entry shall further con-
tain a declaration that the importa-
tion embraces no mixture of ores or
concentrates from different mines

this order of paragraph 2 is in
vindication of the charge made by
me on page 3 of my report thus
the fact that silver ores of a dis-

tinct character nut mined with the
lead ores were mixed with the lead
ores for importation I1 regard as con-
clusive evidence of fraudulent de-
sign the special government
agents found it so yet the attorneys
of the ore producers association
purposely avoided the issue

3 thealthe entry shall also disclose
the name and locality of the mine
from which the ore has been
taken

this too is in vindication of my
statement on page 5 thus it was
so evident to me that the silver ores
nd the lead ores came from dfferent

mines and were mixed for the evi-
dent purpose of defrauding the gov-
ernment that I1 went to mexico to
determine this matter by seeing
from what mines these ores came

4 11 upon the arrival at the fron-
tier of cars or other vehicles laden
with ores containing an appreciable
quantity of lead they shall be locked
or otherwise secured till entry be
made and permit granted to un-
load

5 uponlupori unladingunfadingunlading and at the
time of unfadingunladingun lading the officer of the
customs assigned to that duty shall
supervise the work and shall ob-
tain proper and adequate samples
from those taken for commercial
purposes by the importer or con-
signee that is to say they shall be
taken ivin the manner approved and
practiced by miners in the handling
and reduction of ores by thoroughly
mixing and quartering every tenth
shovel or more repeating the opera-
tion until the usual commercial
sample be obtained according
to my request lbib my report submitted
to senator stewart

classifying THE ORES

it is suggested that in the execu-
tion of these instructions care should
be taken equally not to unneces-
sarily detain ores wherein silver so
clearly predominates as to fix their
character commercially as silver
ores nor to admit without assess-
ment of duty those ores
value of their components of lead
appears to exceed that of the silver
contained in such ores

it is further advised that in de-
terminingter mining the relative value of sil-
ver and lead contained in the same
ore the value of the silver compo-
nent in the absence of more acc-
urate data in the invoice or other-
wise be rated titat ninety five per cent
of the latest known value of silver
bullion in the new york mar-
ket and the value of the lead
component at the latest known price
of bar lead in the same market less
one cent per pound

this is in consequence of state-
ments made by me in my report
that the collectors valued silver at

1 per ounce while it was only 92
cents per ounce in new york

and lead at from seven eighths of a ia
cent to two cents per pound this
was obviously done to make a higher
value of silver and less of leadbad torfor
the instructions from 1881 to the i
present day are that if the ore ex
ceede in value in silver that of leitt
it shall be classified as silver ore and
come in free of duty if per exexarie
pie a ton of ore contained twenty rj
ounces of silver it was up to abbtime valued at twenty dollars andaa 4
the forty five per cent of lead in ftton s-qual to pounds of lead git66
two cents per pound eighteen collawdollatalhence greater value of silver by twotw
dollars it was declared silver lemioroore
passed free and pounds otof lejleahl
smuggledsmug glei in now the twenty
ounces at 95 per cent of the nanw 1
york pricpricee off ninety two cents per
ounce bringsbring the price tlowsdown to oaicents per ounce and the valuehaju jwib
thus reduced to 1748 and the leadat 4 cents per pound in new Yyoaoa i
less 1 centscent hence 3 cents perc
pound makes the pounds of leadadto be valued at 27 and as the vainer
predominates in lead and not in ldril
ver the whole is subjected to 30 berjton duty this puts the emuu
business effectually dowdown11 adfand taw
victory of this step in the right
direction belongs to the untiring s
energy and persistent efforts of sea
ator stewarts who presented my ro-a re-aaheport to the secretary of the treasury
the instructions of the secretarySecretwT ofthe treasury close thus

pending further considerationsconsiderationand the determination of the quee
tioaloa of the proper classification rfof
those mexican ores that contain
both silver and lead men-
tioned instructions will be ob-
served I1

WM WINDOM secSecretaryreta 1

thus it will be seen that the sec-
retary of the treasury has
any particular weight to the toteal z

mony offered by the ore PproducedProd
association but only to abb
changes made by your co
ent as to the under valuation nf the
ores the smuggling of the I1
ores under the guise of silver oree

I1 cannot close this lengthy leletter
without expressions of mijmy
that mr van hornehome the secretec WN
of the ore producers A es 001
of utah so far forgot himself aft pa
slander and libel the good namen
the people of utah in his openly iaddress before the secretary 0 0treasury mr van hornehome fastated

in oming before you 1 P

secretary from the ter
utah I1 represent one that isig cathu
in disrepute in some res
one whose main industry anand htwa
main support of whose law
citizens is lead mining 1 see
24 of the brief submitted by artore producers2 association 0too tny
secretary of the treasury 1

mr van hornehome claims tobe tlattorney at law in salt lake CMdedependsds for hishie bread upon the
piealn off utah yet when absent mar
the territory he takes spa
pleasure in maligningmali gning them 13

shamelshame not satisfied with 11attoa
these slanderous falsefalsehoodsboods he
taken special pains to have U
printed in the brief of th
producersProducera association and to

7


