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GENBRAL CONPERENCE

FIRST DAY.
The Fo

rty-Ninth Semi-Annusal
Conference of the Church of Jesus
Ohbrist of Latter-day Saints met in
the Large Tabernacle, on Monday,
October 6th, 1879, at 10 o'clock a.
m., &8 per adjournment. -
frmnt on the gtand of the
Apostles: Presldent John Taylor,
Orson Pratt, C. C. Rich, Lorenzo
Snow, Erastus Snow, Franklin D,
Richards, George Q. Cannon, Brig-
ham Young, Joseph F. Smith, A.
 Counselor 1o the Twelve Apestl
or e T'welve tles
D. H. Wells. i
Presiding Patriarch, John Smith.
First Presidents ef the Seventies:
Jmph Yﬂungl H. B, Eldred 3 A,
P. Rockwood and John Van Cott,
Of the Bishopric: Presiding
Blshop, Edward Hunter; Counsel-
ors, Leonard W. Hardy and R. T.
Burton.
Conference was call to order by
President John Taylor.

Choir sang hymn on 235 page,
‘'From Greenland’s tains,
Frem India's coral iglﬁ.@n

Prayer by Elder Orson Pratt.

The choir sang hymn on page 9,

{‘The time is nigh, that happy time
That great expected bl ppﬁay." .

EILDER ORSON PRATT rejoiced in
the privilege of again meeting in a
General Conference in peace., Made
reference to the rapid progress of
this people during the period of
nearly fifty years, since the ergani-
zation of the Church, He then
contrasted the discouraging results
of the preachicg of the %’mphat
Noah, while delivering the message
that God sent him to deliver to the
peeple of his day, with the success
that has attended the labors of the
Elders of Israel in our own times.
Althuuﬂ:: most of u?r converts are
among the poorer classes, from the
United BStates and the nations of
Europe, notwithstanding the indi-
gence of the people, especially on
arrival in these westen wilds, the
building up of settlements and
cities, of échool houses and meeting
houses, the eonversion of the waste
lands into fruitful fields and orch-
ards, turning this wvast Territory
from a desert into a fruitfal field
has been the result of the labors of
the Latter-day S8aints, and not of
the outside population that have
come here for speculative purposss.

We came here as a religious peo-
ple and established a e¢ivil govern=
ment and an ecclesiastical govern-
ment, under which there were no
grog shops, gambling halls or
houses of 111 fame. We could have
our doors unlocked and our win-
dows unbolted at night; we could
leave our washed clothes onthe lines
without any fear of them being
stolen, But bow is it to-day, since
the introduction of Gentile civiliza-
tion in our midst? KEvery species
of evil has Been fostere _l_:naging
both life and pmperiy nsecure,
and in many instanees the Federal
officials have shielded the evil
doors, and let them loose in our
midst. There were many honor-
able exceptions to these characters
referred to, and these remarks had
no reference to them.

He thén advertéd;to the injustice
of the eflo
the high officials of this nation to
bear down upon the Latter-day
Baints on account of the religious
views practiced by the peéople, es-
pecially: al marriage; although
sanctioned by the Bible Congress
has seen fit to pass & law maki
it a crime, the wviolation of which
subjects theindividual to fine and
imprisonment. He himself was a
firm believer in the great qnt}aﬁln-

rious prineiples of civil' and * |
ous nﬁng, comprehended in the
‘ ; upon thesame

Constitution of our gounfry, and
therefore he could not as an indi=
vidual, endorse the action of Con-
gress as havieg anything to do
with a man’s religious belief or
ractice so far as it did not inter-
ere with the liberty and rights of
others, '

The object in meeting in Confer-
ence was to impress the great truths
of our religion upon our minds, to
appoint missionaries togo to the
various nations of the earth, to
preach the fulness of the everlast-
ing Gospel, which also embraces
the doctriné‘of plural ,and
he did not think the advanced na-
tions of modern times had become
80 lost to the principles of civil, te
say nothing of religious liberty as
to adopt measures to prevent this
work and the gathering of the
Saints, no matter who might re-
commend such a course,

ELDER LORENZO BNow dwelt
largely on the principle of revelas

now being made by }!
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tion, as it existed in the days of
Christ and his Apostles, and as re-
stored in our day—no individual is
under obligation to receive the tes-
timony of another unless he re-
ceives a revelation from God, that
that testimony is true—hence the
Savior promised that any one who
would do the will of his Father,
should know of the doctrine that it
was true, BSo with the Elders of
Israel—this same promise iz made
to the people in every nation whith-
ersoever they are sent, that if the
people will only receive and obey
the principles of the Gospel, God
will make manifest to them by rev-
elation, that this work is of God
and not of man., Hence this prin-
ciple of revelation ferms the basis
of our faith, and if the Saints who
have received this knowledge in
distant countries and emigrated
here will only continue to live their
religion, by being faithful in all
the relations of life, God will pour
out upon them abundantly of the
spirit of revelation, and bless them
in their families and all they un-
dertake to do.
The choir sang an anthem

“Open thou, thine eyes.”

Conference adjourned till 2 p. m.
%ﬂﬁﬁdlutiun by Counselor D. H.
ells,

= —

bad been pleased with the remarks
of the brethren. The epirit that
inapired them reminded him of the
early experience of the Baints in
years gone by. The Baints have
observed every law which the
United States has made exceptone,
and that was one that was made
expressly to make us offenders
against God. The KElders of this
| Church have been sent out to
preach the gospel, and plural mar-
riage is a part of it. That Eﬁncipla
| was revealed to him from God, and
he felt to bear jhis testimony not
only to this nation but all the na-
tions of the earth, that he Enew
the Almighty had revealed it
Many others bhad had it reveal-
ed to them, and no power on earth
can destroy or take away that testi-
mony. We need not be at all sur-
prised at what the nation is now
doing and intends to do, but no one
can do anything against the truth
but for it. All the nations are in
the hands of God,and 80 are we.
All who feel to acknowledge God
as our King and our law giver, eay
amen, [The assembled multitude
responded in a loud amen]. The
hand of God will be upon
this nation if they oppress Lthis
people. We can afford to honor

Let us be for God and his cause,an
the building up of his kingdom.
The choir sapg an anthem,

Hearken unto me.

2 p. m,

4Tha choir eang Hymn on page
146; |

Great God attend while Zon sings,
The joy that from thy présence springs.

Prayer by Counselor D.H. WELLS
The choir sang hymn on page 67:

Praise ye the Lord "tis good to raise |
Your hearts and volces in his praise.

Elder FRANEKLIN D. RICHARDS
sald in contemplating the work of
hGud as ill; (uixlau hn the aar;lh tn-iiiay 10 &, m.

e was led to reflect on the politi- nrg hyvmn on page
cal influence it ywas exerting in this H’%‘:ha MRS A S s
and ntlﬁar natl l . Tl:mi first prin-
ciple that gave it prominence was
that of new revelation especially Our hope f0r yeuzs to Come.
among the religionists of the| Prayer by President JoSEPH
United States, who raised the hue | YOUNG.
and cry of blasphemy. Some time| The choir sang bymn on page
after this the doctrine of polygamy | 377;
came forth which aroused the in- Sweet is the peace tlhre guspel Lrings,

dignation of our litical cham- :
pions, and who meﬂ it side by To seeking minds and true

side with slavery, calling thewm
twin relics of barbarism. The aboel-|dressed the Conference, -
ishment of these two relics formed | very much interested in the re-
one of the chiaf p
publican platform. Theattempt to
abolish slavery has been made,
though not accomplished, as a rgo-
litical movement, and the deslruc-

my yoU remains un-
Eff,?r l::ﬂg ﬂmﬁ:ﬂllﬂnnu ledged

themselves to put it down, if ralsed
to power. The voice of the nation
to-day is, ““eradicate polygamy from | mortais, p
the country,” altheugh that prin-|are filled
ciple constitutes one of the -es-|Bpirit of God.
sential truthse of our
He appealed to the Bainis as to
whether they are prepared to sacri-

to-morrow, (Tueaday) at
a,m.

Benediction by Elder George Q.
Cannon.

SECOND DAY,

Tuesday, Oct, 7, 1879.

O Gcd our belp in ages past,

nacle yesterday.
to ook on the most favorable side
of tho weaknesses of his fellowmen,
for therein he could see his own.
He was a firm believer in a Bup-
reme Being, who in the SBeriptures
is called God; he also believed in

oor indeed, only a8 we
with the power and
The Latter-deay

| that porti f|and importance, especially when |are in a better
0 O T s bonate the eyes of theirhndamtandlng are | pumbers, wealth, education, pub-
opened to see the glory and majes-| |j¢ buildir

their religion, or willlngitf I::earf the
trict enforce-
ﬁ:ﬁfquﬁ?“fﬂﬂuﬂaz Eﬂ.f 1862, even |t¥ of God and his son Jesus Christ,
should the effect be attended with { He was no politician, ng legislator,
fines, imprisonment o? even death, | but he p fessed tuv have eome
For such would certainly be the knewledge of human nature. »
resalt if God did not interpose and | He then delineated some of t e
swwent it. Our .ppﬁa] must e to leadin characteristicea of man’s
iﬁﬂ Supreme Ruler of the Universe, | condition, and the numerous inter-
who has given the law of plural | Pretations that are P“ﬂ “PUnbﬂ;ﬁﬂﬂ
marriage to this people, which | &ctions by their fe ?"’i hE HEE
works no evil to our neighbors, but | Spoke of the danger of rickes an
is good in its tendency wherever
carried out in righteousness. He
hoped, therefore, that we as a
people would humble ourselves be-
fore God, put away from us our
evils and submit our cause to him,
who in his own due time will de-
Lﬂdmu;; aﬁlmtktlh;gd%ﬁi_gm ﬂ_rf_thﬂ attend to their prayers and other

- -oke religious duties, Men who have
Biom paiatk Yot soke |0 S ol Guos canic

. 18in against Ged to any great extent
1y ooy s bypthé and their chastisement and auﬂqr:

ings will be comparatively light,

Speaking of persecution he said it
WAas L'u Eum}:r that the Latter-day

ints suffered it, for that had been

man - heart;
houses of the
their needy wants supplied. Re-
ferred to the hurry and bustle of
the speculative times in ‘which we
live, which are so absorbing that

" can scarcely find time to

Joseph Smith b
revelations of God the mest glori-
ous principles that were ever enun=
cialed on the face of the earth.
He spoke of the futilal aﬂt‘:nrtu of
any government or people attempt- |
ingy t% eliminate fmg tga haarﬁpof the patrimony of the Saints in all
the Baints that principle of faith | 8ges of the world. He prayed that
which God - has implanted by |God would blees them and keep

th.
his Holy Spirit: He referred |them in the right pa
to the saying of ancient prophets| ELDER GEORGE Q. CANNON pre-

that no nation should exist|sented the following names of mis-
for any great length of time on |#lonaries,  Those ‘Fh':l 1?1“3 nﬂ:
this continent unless thoy observ- md{asaﬂﬂ to 1Eﬁimf: oﬁ; he
ed and carried out the principles of | &1 States are indicated by ~.

righteousness. We a8 a people GREAT BRITAIN.
have nothing to fear only vur own _
weaknesses and sins. Let us there | *Chas. R. Bavage, Ball Lake City

*George M. Oitinger,

fore put away from us everything
is disples % 5 ‘Wallace Willey untifal

that is displeasing to God our hea-|W. ﬁ

vanllvl Fntger.nnd prepare ourselves | Thomas Duce, Hyde Park

for the second coming of our Lord | Hyrum Eyans, Salt Lake City

and Savior Jesus Christ, who will | Enoeh Lewis, Bountiful

soon Appear. : *Thomas DH’%B, Wales, Banpete
President JorN TAYLOR gaid he’ James Birmingham, Bountiful

his son Jesus Christ. We are, as|

’ till | Gronway Parry,
attod; (iande Idjﬂu;[ll:']ﬂz%lmk John Ellieon, Kaysville

{ Robert F. Gould, Washington

Joseph C. Bentley, St.
Samuel L. Adams
Zera P. Terry, Hebron
Abraham H.Cannon, Farmers’Wd.
Howard Coray, Mona

William Coray, *

UNITED STATES,

*3olomon Clinton Btevens, Ogden

*Wm. W. Fife,Ogden

*George H, Carver, Plain City

*Hyram Belnap, Hooper

*Henry_Bartholomew, Slaterville

#*Nosh L. Shirtliff, Harriaville

*Peancum W. Heward, Draper

*Gordon B.Bills, South Jordan

*Samuel Butterfield, Fort Herri-
man

¥Francis McDonald, Big Cotton-
wood

*Levi P. Helm, Mill Creek

*Moroni Pickett, Tcoele

*James H. Moyle, B8alt Lake City

*John Wm. Gibson, North Ogden

*David H. Peery, Ogden

*Newell W, Taylor, Harrisville

*Rguire Gaeen Crowley, Lynn

Richard Hill, Ogden

*GFeor1ge HiButler, Marriottsville

Lorenzo Huneaker, Honeyville

*Benjamin Harker, Taylorsville

Franklin Spencer, Kichfieid

John R. Murdock, Beaver

Richard A. Ballantyne, Ogden

‘?aurga

(God and keep His cﬂmmnndmunw& John H. Williams, Coalville

Crandel Dubnn, Beaver Dam
Aaron Thatcher, Logan

Israel D. Olphin, Pangwitch
George Nebeker, Balt :!;'EH City

John C. Witbeck, Levan
' SCANDINAVIA,

*Niels B, Adler, Spring City
¥Niels Thompeon, Ephraim
*Mone Nielsen, Ephraim
*(Christian Jensen, Moroni
¥Christian Olsen, Fairview
*Niels C. Larsen, Manti

*Errick O. Byland, Santaqguin
*Lawrence C. Mariger, Ixanab
*(Carl John Oberg, Provo
*Christian L.. Hansen, Gunnison
*(. Anthon Christensen, Fountain

Green

| *Ludwig SBubrke, Soda Springs

O. N. Stohl, Brigham City
Jacob Hansen, Bear River City

ident JosepH YOUNG ad-|Peter Nielsen
e He was | Peter NIEIE.ED: Smithfield

its hardening tendency on the hu-| God was with this
recommended the | haye nothing to fear,
poor to be visited and | fjon comes let it be for the gospel’s

|

|
|

l home,

Harmon F, F. Thorup, City, First

Ward
John T. Thorup, City, First Ward
V{’nahlngtnn

Fred Lundberg, Logan

- ws vuny were made in the Taber- | Hans Funk, Lewiston
e ol | ek irant He felt dispoeed | Israel Buren‘aan, Mendon

Anton T. Skankie, Liogan
Yeter A. Nielsen, Draper

President Taylor announced that
this was only part of the missienary
list, other names would be called
before the close of the Conference.

ELDER JosePpH F. SBMITH said
he had enjoyed the gpirit and in-
structions ef this Conference. The
prospects before the Latter-day

faith, | Saints he hoped had learned les-| Saints are very encouraging. The
sons of humility before God and| Kingdom of Ged is onward and
lost to a degree, those of self-esteem | ypward, and the Latter-day Saints

position in regard to

gs, influence and faith
than ever before. We are receiv-
ing econesiderable notoriety from
officials abroad and officials at
No amount of persecutien
will be permitted to come upon us,
only =o far as will be good and ben-
eficial to us as a people, and be sub-
servient to the great purposes of
the Almighty in the last days,This
state of thiogs proved to him that
people and we
If persecu-

sake, and not for any evils of our
own, then we can truthfully look
up to and expect that God will
stand by and sustain us. Ubless
we had become the covenant peo-
ple of God we could not chas-
tised and persecuted ADYy more
than other people. If God should
permit our enemies to deprive

us of our privileges and
oppress us socially and politi-
cnﬁy, it will be te humble

us and bring us nearer to him.
He did not believe that the SBaints
would be under the lash of chas-
tisements any great length of time,
but after they have been brought
to a more acceptable condition

fore God, he expected they would
epjoy more freedom and power
than they ever have beforo. The
kingdom of God is onward and up-
ward, and we as a people have

great reason to rejoice and be ex-

ceedingly glad. We are entirely

in the hands of God. We ex

gion open and above board, and
manifest to God and apgels, that
we are willing and determiped to
aid in bringing about the great
purposes of the Almighty. He
esteemed the lawsof God as infin-

pest | sa
| to worship God and live our reli- llf

-

itely higher and more binding on
the conscience than the laws of
men. He then adverted to the
grand and glorious prinelples of
clvil and religious liberty contain-
ed in the constitution of our eoun-
iry, and showed that none can in-
fringe upon those principles with-
out exposing themselves to the just
indignation of the Almighty, He
dwelt upon the folly of trying to
harmonize Christ and Belial, the
Saints and the wicked, which are
natural opposites and eannot be
made one. Whatever we under-
take to do, let it be in righteouesness
before God, and He will sustain us
over every foe,
The choir sang an anthem:

Thine O, Lord.

Conference was adjourned till 2
o’clock p.m.

Benediction by Elder Lorenz)
Snow.

BECOND DAY,

2p.m.

0’21'1:15 choir sang bymn on pags
302:

When earth in bondage long bad lain,-
And darkness ¢'er the mations reigned.

Prayer by Elder George Q. Can--
npon.
The choir sang bymn on pagee
213, |

What wondrous things we new behold;
By prophets seen in days of old.

Elder GEO, Q. CANNON then pre-
gented an exhibit of the Perpetusl.
Emigrating Fund,

President JOHN TAYLOR said-
there was no financial statement of.
the Church to read at this Confer-
ence as the returns from the various
sStakes are only obtainable once a
year. He said that whatever course
the nations of the earth may deem
proper to take towarda us as a an-
ple, we a8 Latter-day Baints have
nothing to do with it; we are here
to build up the Kingdom of God.
A great many are thus engaged to
the best of Lheir ability, and we
leave those who oppose it in the
hands of the Lord. Antagonism to
the work of God is nonew thing, it
has existed from the beginning.
We are gathered here, that God
may plant within us the principles
of eternal truth; that we may oper-
ate with God the Father, his son.
Jesus Christ and all the holy pro-
phets since thp world began: for
this purpose wea are galbhered to-
gether, and for this purpose we.
build temples to the name of the
Lord, Unless God had revealed
these thinge te us, we should be as
ignorant of them as the people of
tbe,whole world. The hearts of the
fathers are being turned to the ¢hil-
dren, and the e¢hildren to the
fathers, and God being our helper,
and the Devil not hindering ue, wo.:
will goon with our werk to its con--
summation. And that we may la-
bor in the common interests of hu-
manity we esay to our outeide
friends, hinder us not. We owe &
duty to the world, and are com-
manded to t our light in a can~
dlestick, and not attempt to hide
it, by putting it under a bushel.
We therefore ask as a privilege that
we'may be permitted to live our re-
ligion according to the dictates of
our conscience. And while eur
enemies are peeking to do us all the
injury they can, we wiill do them
all the good we can.

Those who have been called upen
this Conference to go on missions,
he hoped were men full of the Holy
Ghost, for these were the only ones
he was willing should go forth on
such an important and responsible
labor. While it is eur duty to seud
the gospel to the nations of the
earth, it is also our duty to preserve
the order of the priesthood at
home,and for this purpose he called
upon the Presidents of Stakes, Bish-
eps and othersto root out infquity.

e then denounced the prévslence
of drunkenness in our midet, the
ruening of saloons by men holding
the priesthood, the fostering ana
encouraging of lewd houses, and
other evils indulged in by those
who have a name in our midst as
members of the Church, and called
upon the Bishops and others hold-
ing the priesthood,to take the steps

inted out in the laws of the
E:mrch unto all suech, or their
blood will be required at their
hands, no matter what the name
or position of the individual, I
unto you purge the Chureh of
such evil doers. We must
cleanse the inside of the platter be-

fore we talk about touching the
outside. He then made & few re-
marks asboat the sult recently in-

augurated by some of the heirs of
Prglﬁdunt Young, and after stating



