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bow is that thetha company has a
journey of four months before them
throughrough a country swarming with
rhpeopleople whose business is robbery

beyey are well supplied with gold
and silver so as to attract the atten-
tion of robbers and yet no sosol
dibrel why did the king not send
with them a few hundred armed
menten to see them safely through the
wilderness it will never do and
not even an experienced dragoman
wto guide them the shortest way
whyby this company wil never come
through alive not one soul of them
will reach jerusalem such a thing
was never heard of before as pene-
tratingtratbratingilag the vast deserts without
guide and guards we must see
ezraara about that
let us fancy ourselves in the

presence of the venerable leader
sir if you will excuse us for the

question how is it that we find
neithereither guide nor guard in your

company otof saintssainte surely you
cannot have forgotten a matter of
80 great importance

al010 no it is not forgetfulness I1
assure you gentlemen it has cost
mem a hard struggle to resolve upon
this journey without an armed
guardguard and without a guguiliailij it has
beeneen the great trial of my life I1 I1

was not the king williwillingdg to send
some soldiers with you

certainly he has stated ex-
presslyVtessY that I1 should get everything

wanted for this journey and liehe
was most anxious that I1 should
ottiecoule safe through

then we do not understand
well gentlemen you see I1 have

SO80 often told the king that our god
was with us for good that I1 was

Mianaedted to ask for soldiers and
guidesdej from him I1 have resolved
to0o trust in god alone that he will
show us our way and save us from
thehe enemy this is my reason gen
bemen see ezra viii 212321 23

brave noble ezra we under-
stand you you had so often spoke
about your god as a mighty god
thathat you would not contradict your
selfae by asking a poor mortal king to
descuerescue both you and your god from
thene hands of a few robbers whattit of practical faith is thisthia
baithalth indeed

EZRAS arrangements
rumanhuman understanding reckoning

without a irpersonalrhonal god
tending eart I1 affairsearthlyy may sneer
attt thejhJ h childechildlikeike faith of ezra and
call1 I his journey a mad
ayag8 but the whole narrative showsthatat this servant of god knew well
what he was doing he did not go
unguardedguarded although human eye

could discover soldiersno no
bocea
1411 ces on the contrary for threedaysaya he fasted and prayed and weryadwellay well conclude did not move
datilnul he was assured in his own
keartwast that he really stood under di-

nevine protection having this as-
suranceimilcesu rance how much greater was his
securityrity than if he had had a whole
clmentament of babylonians guardingguang
almtin 1Is it madness to trust in godod
who0 o made the heavens and the
r and ourselves or mustw be trusted only when the dangorwisIs not so greatazraara did not take this view he

WE I1

needed gods help and he sought it
in earnest prayer tilethe means which
god has appointed for the reception
of blessings having done this he
simply trusted in godglod and went
and was justifiedjustified by the issue
for we read and our gods hand
was over us and he saved us ffromrom
the hand of the enemy on the way
and we came to jerusalem not
one was missing not a dollar had
been lost on the way all was safely
brought to the house of god

here we see the tr of faith
ezra acted as a true saint of god

EZRAS FAITH STILL NEEDED
one reflection or two human

wisdom would undoubtedly have
suggested and insisted onoil another
course altogether she would have
preached about the necessity of ex-
ercising ones judgment in such
matters of taking all the precau-
tions available and trusting in god
forthfor theerestrest she would have told
us that we must not try or
tempt god but take the kings

soldiers as a help from god and by
suchsoch sophismssophi sms shehe might have suc-
ceeded irrin apappeasingn a less pure con-
science than ezras

we are willing to admit that there
is such a thing as tempting god
but we do not believe that anybody
can do this with too much real
genuine faithfalth on the contrary the
greatest danger of our sleeping time
is too little faith where are the
men who disdain to wait at the
steps of worldly powers and humbly
beg those to help them in carrying
out the purposes of god where
are those noble enthusiasts who
dare not only to profess that god is
with them but also to prove it by
trusting god alone when there is
danger and the world is willing to
help such men god needs in
these times when his great pur-
poses are about to be accomplished
for only through suchaccomplishedcan thet e hon-
or

bon-
or be his had ezra asked the
king to help him the honor would
have been the kings As it was it
was gods

through such faith moses led the
childrencli ildren into canaan through
such faith jesus became the saviorsa va or
of the world through such faith
the apostles overturned the heath-
en idols through such faith joseph
smith became great in this genera-
tion and through such faith the
millennia reign will be ushered in
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HOME FROM A MISSION

on june 1 we had a pleasant
call from elders edwin udall of

juab county and ammon
hunt of monre sevier county
both brethrenethrenIw left this city may 2
1887 on a mission to the north-
western states from wwhichaich they re-
turned on wednesday evening

elder udall was assigned to the
iowa conference where he labored
six months he was thenthea sent to
nebraska for six months when he
returned to iowa spending the
summer of 1888 in that state his
next field was in missouri and the
closing months of hishia mission were

spent in kansas in iowa the peo-
ple pay no attention to missionaries
in fact they give little heed to re-
ligious matters the elders were
not molested though they were fre-
quently threatened with violence
and even death

when in nebraska elder udall
was better treated some of the peo-
ple being very kind on one occa-
sion after holding a meeting a
man gotot up and denounced the pro-
phet joseph he went on with a
tirade of abuse which the elders
did not make anall effort to interrupt
finally a number of young men
who had attended the meeting grew
tired of his harangue and asked him
to stop A fight followed in which
the disturber was thrown out of the
house on the outside another fight
ensued which was engaged in by
parties who had come to the meet-
ing with the intention of ill using
the eiders but were turned from
their purpose bytheby the course affairs
had taken

at another time in atchisonAtchiaon
county missouri elder udall had
held a meeting one sabbath after-
noon there being a good atattendance
he announced another meeting for
the evening the services had just
commenced when the house was
broken into by a mob and the leader
of the attacking party said mor-
monism has gone far enough in this
state go for them the latter
remark was addressed to his com-
panionspan ions but for some reason they
did not obey some of them bebeganan
talking to the elders who cefic
finally the younger men 0of the
party began to realize the impro-
priety of the course they hadbad taken
and announced that they would give
the elders fair play this had the
effect of precipitating a quarrel
among the mob and a fretfree fight
followed As there was nodo use for
the elders there at such a time
they took their leave

there were many other occasions
when elder udall was threatened
but on no occasion was he injured
it was usually the case that the
young men would take his part and
then a quarrel would arise in the
ranks of those who wished to in
jureiu him

while he was in missouri elder
udall visited jackson county
when he was there a lawsuit waswaa
going on concerning the temple
property which was claimed oy
aothth josephites and Hedrickites
the former are erecting quite a
large edifice on the temple lot

elder udall had good health ex-
cept duringcuring a portion of the time
beae was in kansas when he was
stricken down with malarial fever
for two weeks he was confined to
itshis bed he was then at st johns
kansas where hebe was carefully
nursed and attended to by the
saints who showedabbed him every
kindness in their power

elder hunt 8spentnt the first
eighteen months of his mission in
iowa traveling in various parts
the people in that state are bitterly
prejudiced against the mormonscormonsMor mons
very few will ever listen to them
and theuthen only through curiosity
with very few exceptions they are
not even hospithospitableablo and conse


