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THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

OUR FLAG IN/QUBA.

For the first time in the history of the
world, the flag of the United States has
been unturted on the soil of Cuba.

A brilef dispatch Iln toeday’s "News™
announces that the American scouts
succeeded In making a Jjunctlon with
the 1insurgents; a sharp engagement
followed soon after, in which sixteen
Spaniards were killed and
wounded, the remainder being put to
filght. During the encounter the Stars
and Stripes floated proudly In the
breeze alongaide the beautiful emblem
of Cuba Libre, and under these united
symbols of freedom the victory was
accomplished.

This war Is not only proving Itself a
maker of epachs, but of swift and sur-
prising climaxes as well, It was all an-
ticipated In a general way. but the
working out of the detalls I8 somethlng
at which the thinklng world may stand
agape and after its amazement s
vented, ponder over.

Cuba is to be free. It im mare than
prabable that the Philipplnes are al-
ready free. Thus are the decrees of a
registered destiny being evolved by the
land which owns na crown, bends to
no tyrant and brooks no oppression.

AR TO TME PHILIPPINFS.

Before long the questlon will be dis-
cussed what to do with the Phillppine
islands. Four' nations, viz.,, the United
States, kEngland, Russia and Japan,
are particularly Interested In that
question. By the military occupation
of those islands and the driving out of
the Spanlards, they are left virtually
without an adminlatration, and upon
this country rests the responsibllity of
providing a form of goavernment that
will bring a measure of political and
relfgious liberty to the unfortunate in-
habitants, as well as make the {nfinite
regources of those dellgthful regions
available to the rest of mankind. -How
this best can be done will have to be
decided im a near future. The only
thing a0 far settled |8, that Spain
should never agaln bhe allowed to es-
tablish a rule of oppreseion there.

Great Britain has demonstrated her
abllity to govern foreign colonies to
the .matisfaction of the natlves, as is
evidenced by the condition of the
Straits Settlements, and precbably Rus-
sla could, by proper compensatlion in
other parts of Asla, be persuaded to
agree to an arrangement turning the
entire group of Islands over to Eng-
lapd, Japan, too, might be considered
in the selection of an adminlstrator,
but that country I8 rather & young
member of the famlly of natlona, and
probably there would be serious ob-
jectlons on the part of the mikado’s
friends to strengthening his hands by
the additlon to his domain of another
ten millions of subjects, many of whom
have shown themselves as persistent
fighters agalnst great odds. On the
whole it is impossible to doubt that
the interests of the Phillppines would
be safer in the hands of Great Britain
than Japan.

The United States must have & de-
clding wvoice In this matter. European
nations have a hablt of silently watch-
Ing two combatants and then stepping
in and dictat!ng the terms of peace and
dividing the spgile. This was done in
the wars between Russia and Turkey,
Japan and China, Greece and Turkey,
But it was not done after the war be-
tween France and Germany, and the
fact that the latter country had stategs-
men who successfully resisted all at-
tempts at undue pressure to deprlve

slxty,

the victor of the frults of victary es-
tablished the power of the emplre for
ever afterwards. In Europe there is
an idea that the great Amerlcan Re-
public can be treated on the lines usu-
ally followed In negotlatlons with
second class powers. Commaodore
Dewey's brilliant achlevement at Man-
ila has partly dispelled that 1illuslon;
for after all, European-bullt ships and
European nilitary skill was there pitt-
ed against Amerlcan ships and enter-
prise, But it remains for American
statesmanshlp, after the war, to com-
plete the victory and establish the fact
that this Republic 18 supreme in its In-
dependence. That done, peace will be
aasured for a long time to come, and
the nations of the earth will know that
the prineciples on which this government
reats are puperlor in every rrespect to
the ald systems, the main support of
which is lron and blood. The victory
then, will be the triumph of llberty.

IRRIGATION AND EDUCATION

At a meeting held sagme time ago at
Colusa, Cal., in the Interest of Irriga-
tion, one of the speakers, Mr. Gearge
H. Maxwell, strongly advocated state
ownership and control of f{rrigation
works. He claimed the state could get
back every dollar Invested In irrigation
and that the direct benefit to the state
would be enormous. In the course of
his remarks he touched several sub-
jects of general Interest, whether his
viewa be endorsed or not. He sald for
instance:

“The trouble with our irrigation de-
velapment in California has been that
we have not recognized the indiaput-
able fact that irrigation for large areas
to wheat or staple crops wlill not pay
for the construction of caostly irrigation
works. If California is to reallze the
full paossibliities of prosperity which
can come for the development hy Irrl-
gation of her arid or semi-arid lands,
we must recognlize the broad fact that
frrigation must go hand In hand with
intenstve farming—the farming of
small tracts to dilversified products. In
fact, farming for a home and a Living
rather than for a business or on a
large scale for profit. It 18 the man
who wants to build up a home on ten
acres of land from which, by hias own
fabor on his own land, he can produce
his awn food and hls own living and
provide comfort and plenty for his
family, who needs |rrigation. It is
true there are comparatively few men
now who know how to do this or real-
ize the latent passibilities of ten acres
of land with water for irrigation. But
as a whole people wlll find out that
this is a source of livelihood and com-
fort for our mlltions of laboring men
who are now ldle—without work in
citles because there s no work for
them to do. There are over three mil-
lion workers idle in the United States
today. The tendency of mudern in-
vaention is to do away with the nced of
human laber. The army of unem-
ployed Is conatantly increasing. What
are they to da? They cannot starve
and there |3 no source to which they
can go for food except to go back to
Mother Earth and get it with thelr
own labor directly from the land. The
problem: with them ls how to get foad,

and there §s no food for them unless|

::hey go dilrect to nature’s granary for
L

Speaking of the necessity of giving
men an education that will enable them
to become their own emplovers and
makte them more sure of employment as
long as they live, he said:

-—

“In every agricultural county in Cali-
fornia there should be farm tralning
atatlons where any industrious man
who wanted to go back to the land anci
éillllit for a living, could learn how tgo

o lt.

“Our whole system for the education
of youth is radically wraong. It ignores
what should be the ultimate object of
all education—to train a boy to earn an
honorable llvelihood by his labor, The
ideal that js now met before every bay
i to become a millionaire. All eanngt
be milllonaires, gnd in this ambition the
multitude must fall. What the state
should do s to educate producers—
farmers and miners——and tran every
boy so that he will know how to get o
living for himself and family from ten
acres of land. Then let it be recog-
nized and taught to every boy that an
honarable Independence and a home og
the land Is the highest Ideal of Ameri{-
can citizenship. Nine-tenths of the
boys who are now graduated from our
state uplverslty are unfitted by thelr
educatlon from earning their living
They are trained in theoriea but fp
nothing practical. Our state university
should be a college of agriculture and
mining—nothing elzse. There 1s no rea-
son why the state should educate doe-
tors and lawyers—we have too many of
them now. What we want in California,
Is farmers and miners and a race gf
people tralned to a practical reallzation
of the fact that a man who has the
requisite trainlng, with & wife traiped
on the same lines, can have more of the
genulne comforts and satisfactions of
Hfe, with the highest culture and pe-
flnement, in a rural home of ten acres
on fertile lands than in any other oeoy-
pation for he can produce by h!s gwn
labor a comfortable living, and pradu.
ally lay by a competence for his olg
age, and all through his life be bujid.
ng a home where every charm ex|sts
which that word implles.”

Every earnest word in favor of the
rationa] education of our youth J8 time-
ly. A thousand prosperous rural com-
munlties s & greater benefit to a coun-
try than a bhig city with its poverty,
slume and vice, spreading corruption
ar and wide.

ATATUS OF ALIENS IN TIME OF WAR.

A great many peaple are agking as
to the status of those allena In the
- United States with whose country we
are at war. It I3 largely a subject of

regulation, but stlll is controlled In fty
main features by the Internatlanal
common law. It has been so long sjnce
this country engaged In actlve hostill-
tles with any other that the subject,
like many others in recent days, has
had to be "looked up” somewhat; it
involves the concomitant question of
how our cltizens would be entitled to
he treated when findlng themselves
wlthin the jurisdiction of a hostlle
| power,

The rule In "such case made and pro-
| vided” is that every citizen of a coun-
| try i= at war with every citizen of the
| country or countries at war with his
| own. The doctrine 1s several hundred
iyears old and is practically obsolete
among clvllized powers; that is, while
it remains a thegretical factor in legal
Jurisprudence, no civilized mnation of
late years has put it into actual prac-
tice as a general thing. The rule
| strictly enforced would make every
subject of an enemy within a nation's
borders at the time of the breaking out
of hostilitles a prisoner of war of such
i nation, and his property would be sub-
ject to confiscation. There has been
but one consplcuous instance of the
‘enforcement of thls semij-barbarous
dactrine during the present century,
thia was when the rupture occurred
"between England and France after the
treaty of peace of Amlens In/ 1802,




