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it Is a very pleasant thought that
we as elders have when traveling
abroad preaching the gospel to look
forward to the time when we shall
have the privilege of again meeting
with ouronn friends and lavod ones in
the valleys of the mountains to
again share their love and to partake
of the spirit of those who compose
the body of this church

duringdaring the past summer and un-
til a few days I1 have been engaged
in missionary indor chiefly in the
southern states ouroar labors there
have been as have been the labors
of the elders in other missions
crowned with a certain degree of
success we have realized the bles-
sings of god upon us in all our la-
bors

a
in the midst of the people for

which we feel to rejoice and give
thanks and praise to him the
brethren who have gone from the
different parts of the territory to
labor in the mission have as a gene-

r al thing enjoyed good health and
they are feeling well as a rulerale
temporally andaud spiritually andand
especially the younger brethren
who have gone forth bearing the
glad tidings of salvation there has
been evinced a feeling that certain-
ly is most praiseworthy a desire to
emulate the example set by their
fathers in preaching the principles
of eternal truth often under un-
pleasant circumstances because
however much the work of god
inmaysy progress and bobe received abroad
there is as there has been and
doubtless will be a spirit of
tion which has tobeto be met by every
elder in the performance of his
duty it is true our young breth-
ren have the benefit of the experi-
ence of their fathers and of men
prominent in the church to en-
courage them and which is highly
appreciated by them but after all
they have to get the experience for
themselves in order that they may
know what their fathers know and
that they may be able to stand
shoulder to shoulder with them I1
have scarcely found an exception
among the scores of young men who
have been called from the different
avocations of life to go forth and
proclaim the gospel but what they
were NYorthyworthy bearers of glad tidings

therothere Is an idea entertained by
theolousthe pious world whose sympathypympathy
for fallen humanity is so great as to
be exercised towards us that the
old and gray headed of the mor-
mon people you can do nothing
with they having become fossilized
in their religious ideas and petrified
in their faitafalthfaith but the young may bobe
induced to depart from the faith of
their fathers thisthis however has
not been the experience we have
had in the southern states mission
with our young elders on the
concontrailcontrazytrazy we have found their faces
netlikeset likeilke writwiit toward the building up
of the kingdom of god and the pro-
claiming of the principles of truth
it often occurs in our missionary la-
bors that elders are called upon to
pass through trying circumstances
but I1 do not remember of a single
instance in which a young elder
flinched from the performance of
his duty they havuhave always been
ready and willing to aid to the ex-
tent of their ability and strength in
carryearrycarryinglug out any measures thought
necessarynecebeanyseary for tilethe good oi01 the cause
even to the risking of their lives
and I1 am led to believe from what
I1 have witnessed in the young men
who have come under my observa-
tion that the great majority of our
young people growing up inin
these mountains have planted in
their hearts the principlesplesplea of truth
by which they will be governed in
their lives and in this connection
there is this peculiarity in out
travels in the south we often meet
with families who were once mem-
bers of the church who during the
trying timestimea of missouri and illinois
or at some other time in the history
of athethe church had stopped by ththee
waysideway side and where they stopped
temporally they stopped spiritually
the cessation of their temporal work
was the milestone that marked their
spiritual resting place butbui notwith-
standing this falling away on the
part of tthee we found as a
general thing that in the hearts of
their children there was a love for
the principles of eternal truth and
that if an elder was known to bebe in
their vicinity they would send for

him and makemate themselves known to
him and open their doors to him
and ninety nine times out of a hun-
dred they would ask to bobe baptized
this being true of the children of
sucheuch families who are isolated
from the body of the church we
might reasonably expect that the
youth of zion will be found true and
faithful to the precepts of truth
taught to them through the force
and benefit of example they receive
from their parents who are members
of the church

in our laboralabors we at times meet with
considerable opposition but we no-
tice that it in the long run instead
of working to our injury results in
good and what Is true in the south
in this respect is doubtless the case
elsewhere that which our enemies
inflict upon us in the hope of break
ing us up or weakening our position
is through an overruling pro-
videncevi turned to result in
good by bringing the honest in
heart the israel of god to a know-
ledge of the truth the widespread
feeling of opposition that exists to-
ward us throughout the united
states arguing from past experi-
ences may be set down as a good
omen for the future but

i standing this general hubbub which
the people seemingly have to in-
dulge in semi occasionally we find
in traveling and moving among the
people very many upright noble
men and women and we find them
beiobelobelongingnging to various churches and
religious bodies and then we meet
with others who are netnot connected
with any sect or denomination and

I1 who are seeking for truth let it come
from where it may and this class
in my opinion is not small through-
out the united states in fact I1
might with safety saysays that there
are thousands of such people who
have not heard the sound of the
everlasting gospel there being vast
districts of country occupied by

i hundreds of thousands of people
who do not know whether the lat
ter day saints believe in god or notmot
whether they accept the bible or re-
ject it people whomho are totally ignor-
ant in regard to our views and
among these there are many thou-
sands of the honest in heart we
find that the spirit of opposition
that we have to meet iqas a rule cul

jn violence and that the
more success we have in baptizingzing
people the more bitter the feeling
manifested toward us by our oppo-
nents

we are doubtless traveling in
the southern states Missionby way
of making converts as fast as it
would be prudent if our labors
should be crowned with any greater
success that is to anyahny considerable
extent the opposition would be cor-
respondinglydespondinglyly more ripe and the
consequence would bete we would
have a bigger row on our hands
than we to face

we find a great many prominent
leading men in our travels who are
willing to act fairly and honorably
by us men who use their influence
with their friends in our behalf by
endeavoring to place in their mindaminds
correct ideas in relation to us and
our situation to illustrate this
idea I1 will relate an incident that
occurred during the summer the
legislative assembly of one of the
states missouri whose members
had been urged on by sectarian
bigotry hadbad a bill introduced that
was supposed would act against the

mormonscormonsMormons in that state some of
the distinguished citizens honora-
ble fair minded people said to cer-
tain of the legislators lyouyou pass
that bill and one half of the state
will become mormonscormonsMormons that will evi-
dently be the result why be-
cause the moment you adopt sucheuch
measures you are in the boring let
them be what they may anere
are many men of that way of thithink-
ing

rilltill
who have moral courage suffi-

cient to speak their minds and the
influence of such men is felt for
good and herehero let me say to the
credit of the press that bitter aaas the
opposition is we scarcely ever find
a daily newspaper of any prominence
but what will open its columns for
us to vindicate our and
in addition to what I1 have said
in alluding to thetho class of people
who are liberal and cosmopolitan in
their views wowe nindfind such peo-
ple ever readyreay and even anxious to
learn in regard to our religious be-

i lief and notwithstanding the fact
that among this class Is found men
of learning and deep research men
who are looked up to by their fellow
men strange as it may seem to aenpeople0 le who keep pace with the age
we findind ththee ggreatrea majority of them
much astonished when they leableam
that we believe in the bible and
that we take the teachings of that
book to substantiate our doctrines

among this class who are so unin-
formed as to our theological status
are congressmen governors legisla-
tors and others of distinction and
character

we find also in the ordinary walks
of life honest hearted people we
find them in the churches and out
of the pale of the church we meet
with men belonging to the sects of
the day who say clifif we have not
got the truth we wish to obtain it
and we meet with others who do
not belong to any religious denomi-
nation who say we have examined
the doctrines taught by the different
churches they will not do now we
are willing to investigate what you
teach but then we cannot help
but notice this kind of expression
in theirthein faces can any good thing
come out of nazareth can any
good come out of utah this of
course laIs owing to the widespread
misunderstanding in regard to our
religious views

the newspapers todayto day are teem-
ing with articles in regard to the
latter day saints we are written
about by editors and special corres-
pondentspondents local editors gather up
items respecting us and our labors
among the people of their vicinity
reporters appear to bobe greedy for an
interview with a mormon mlminis-
ters

nis
preach about us from their

stands andund lawyers have to allude
to us from the forum and to such
an extent lais thiathis spirit and feeling
indulged by the people of all
grades and classes that todayto day

mormonism is a living question
in the united states recently
some politicians endeavored to work
up an issue and make alivea live ques
tion out of the tariff and it was
rather amusing to witness after
their exertions how slowalow the public
were to take the bait and especi-
ally amusing did such efforts apup
pear to thorothose who watch with a
livelivelyy interest the progress of
this latter day work called

mormonism in view of
the fact that if a couple of mor-
mon elders go into a town almost
without any effort on their part to
make themselves known the whole
town is stirred up in my opinion
the 16 mormon iron Is red hot and it
is a proper time for the elders to beat
it into shape

we observe changes taking place
in the minds of the people continu-
ally indeed I1 can notice marked
changes in the people of the united
states during the pastput six deers
for instance quite recently I1 listen-
ed to a sermon preached by one of
the distinguished ministersminister of the
united states the rev henry
ward beecher and was very much
surprised to hear him enunciate an

I1 idea like this what shall be done
with all the thousands and millions
of the human family who knew not
ven of the existence of the bible
shall they periperl h anono saidsad he

not if my god reigns in the next
world but continued he what
shall be done they will have the
gospel preached to them in the spiritt
world another minister the revhev
dr thomas of chicago of the me-
thodist church made similar asser-
tions but he was not as strong as
mr beecherboecher and they therefore
excommunicated him from the
church but beecher could make
it and no one dare say nay so we
find religious ideas undergoing a
chanchangege until there iaIs scarcely a re-
ligious denomination todayto day but
what has done what the phariseesPharis eebees
of old did put new wine into their
old sectarian bottles and the proba
bable result will be as jesus said
their bottles will burst they are
endeavoring to patch their old sec-
tarian clothes with pieces of new
cloth and the result will be that
they will be obliged to keep patch-
ing in order to keep the garment to
geth-ergether and thus their religious
ideas are drifting to and fro

and what is true with regard ioto
their religiousicus views iaIs also true
with regard to their pollpolitical ideas
I1bhadauhad an excellent opportunity re-
cently to witness a remarkable
change in public sentiment pub-
lic sentimentgentlBenti ment you know iais a very
strong argument in the mindsminda of
some people why public sentasenti-
ment is against you they say I1
remember listening to gov brossbrosa

who spokespile in front otof the
townsend house one night some
years ago the foundation of his ar-
gument was that thirty fivenive mil-
lions of people in the united states
were opposed to us that in short
public sentiment was opposed to us
I1 had my mind directed to the fickle
nature of public sentiment quite ro-

ly
re-

ly
re-

centlycentlyrelyin Nashvillenashville tennTeantennesseewileewisee
some 25 years ago a certain race of
people were heldhold in slaveryshivery there
slavery was an adjudicated question
at that time but it was claimed

by the opponents of slavery that if a
negro and hishib wife could be taken
out of missouri through Illinois that
they were entitled to their freedom
because they were then upon free
bollsoil it was however decided in
the supreme court of the united
states by chief justice rogerboger B
tanney that black men had rioiiono
rights that a white man was bound
to respect that in fact they were
chattel property and the people of
the united states almost en masse
applauded the decision a few only
dissenting they being what were
called abolitionists wendell phil-
lips a distinguished orator under-
took to lecture in boston against
slavery and learned as boston was
educated as boston was the noted
lecturer was egged off the platform
having to make his escape from the
mob

twenty five years have gone by
since phillips was mobbed and now
for the contrast some four or five
weeks ago I1 bearded a through pas-
senger car at nashville tenn to
cincinnati there were seated in the
car some 25 ladlesladies and gentlemen
after I1 got comfortably seated
alongside ol01 a person who proved to
babe a christian minister of the

persuasion and edi-
tor wowe perceived a little difficulty at
the car door on investigation we
learned that a negro woman held a
firstn rat class ticket and demanded ad-
mittancemittance to a seat in this a first
class car she was entitled to a seatbeat
there having procured a ticket ac-
cording to the provisions of the
civil rights bill but the rules of the
railroad company would not permit
it the manager was sentbent for and
after some conversation with the
colored woman addressing himself
to the passengers already seated in
the car he said ladiesindies and gen
tiemen willwilI1 you please take seats in
the car to the reartear we did so it
proved to hebe a smoking second class
car he then admitted the old
negro woman who occupied our
car after we had taken in the situa-
tion and were re seated addressing
myself tottouto the gentleman whose ac-
quaintance I1 formed on entering the
car I1 eaideald emrmr editor 25 years
ago had a man dared to do what
this negro woman bbashasas done you
would have hung him to a lamppost
now I1 will dare say there is not a
paper lain the eitycity of nashville that
will venture to write one ginefa con-
demnationdemnation of this piece ot impu-
dence he acknowledged there
was not and why thisthia change
public sentiment had revolutionized
in a quarter of a century the ne-
gro slave of phillipaphillips day is the sov-
ereigne citizen of todayto day

these are revolutions that are oc
curingcurine among the children of men
that are of a serious nature and
what is true in a political sense is
true in a relirellglomloua sensebenee it is a very
common observation among the
people everywhere that we agenolare notnol
taught religiously what we were 2325
yearsyeats ago or 10 years ago they
are drifting to and fro religiously as
well as politically

another feature associated with
this about 40 years ago a number
of our elders traveled through the
southern states it may have been
in 18141844 and as they journeyed
along they scattered all over the
country tracts audand books setting
forth our faith and doctrines and to-
day it is not on ourounbourgogou
ing into a neighborhood and talking
to the people that thay will aasaybay
our minministerliter has been preapreachingng

that ah indeed well cacan wuwe
seeseebee him 0 yes wowe will asask him
tolo come and see you on our con-
versing with him we have found
that he 11liasilasas a voice of warning hid-
den away in lifshia saddle pockets
which h had been reading and be-
lieving someborne of its pages hobe hadbad
been preaching somebome otor thetiie principles
otoil theGospel to his own congregation
which they would believe and re-
ceive without even a grain of saltsait
this willingness on the part of the
people to receive principle good or
bad from the lips of their own min-
ister reminds one of the samesam estatestate of
things that existed in the days of the
savior as indicated by these words

woe unto you scribes and pha
risnes hypocrite sl for ye blhutshut
up the kingdom got heaven
against men for yeyo neither go in
YOyourselvesyourursseiveselve neither suffer ye them
that are entering to go in

it is a self evident fact it is a
truth patent to the most casual ob-
server that the teachings of joseph
smith have revolutionized the
religious world and the spirit that
is working this change is growing
and extendingexten ding until todayto day there is
inquiry upon the right hand and the
left

asaAs a general thing those who re-
ceive the gospel in the southern

states are to be from what 3
termed the middle classes deopMwho are the owners of small
ilonsion which when sold realize therathem
sufficient to provide them-selvesthemselves
suitablebitable outfit and take them
theirheir emigrating point there hahaihal

been some instances however whet
their have leenteen boldsold
even where they possepossemedetedbedeed goo
homes that the proceeds of the bakeak
have been insufficient to emiemigrateemiggratAratu
them this has been due in partparti
to the peculiar circumstances bjby

which they have been surroundedunde
in the bratfirst place a terrible wwaewal
devastated their country and binsinsince
that time they have been underer
carpetbagcarpet bag rule and the conse
quencebence ibyisyis in many places property
has depreciated life has been inse-
cure laws have been trampled un
der foot and little progress has betzbeen
made

the people vingliving in utah cahcan
scarcely sense theheit true situation omoft

the southern Sstatestates people therel
has been a drdreadfuleaadful drouth tabi
summer I1 the majority i

I1 may say the entire south has notinot
grain to bread them-

selves to the first of Aaprilr I1 thithe
comcorn yield will not it I1is baldbaid exceede
four bushels to the acre nodaad the
cotton crop may be a little risingI1

of one third the usual harvest ththit
result will be more or less sufferingriniring
among the poolpooipolierer people this winter
wages are very low A man can
be employedemp oyed a bodlebodie
man either white or for
from 83 to 8 per month including
board and from 10 to 12 whetwhen
they board themselves flour tk
5 per one hundred poupoundilderide anans

other provisions in proportion
noticed that dry goods were as higihigl
in nashville as they were inja oueOIE
settlements in colorado wages anark
at such a low figure that it beenu
almost impossible for the people
livejive when they depend upon dayi
wageswakes for a living in addition fe

this there seems to be a wasting
away of the earth a weakening X
its strength affecting its ability tti
produce aabundantlymdantly fields thil
a few years ago yielded goalgoat
crops are bordering on sterility 0
day there are hundreds and thotha
sands of acres of land that former
were very prolific have todayto day bei
come 61commons covered withglik
sedge grass and sassafras bushes
andAjaditisit ja talked about byuy tnythe land

commented upon by tletie
people generally and they belamberunt
that Bomsomethingething is wrong but mhd
it or where it is they do not know

monopolies and corporations have
also a tight grip upon the people
where there are iron works where i

there are railroads where
there are factories they are owned
by a few men and these few emmen
hold such power that the people j

cannot make any move and sucsucceedceet
in it that would be opposed to tit
interestinteiest of the monopolists zeladil
todayto day it is one of the strongest
points of opposition that we have bte
meet in that mission in prea
the gospel laboring men myay I1K1

1

I1 take you to my house and re-
ceive you as my guest thes
men who own thisthia property wiwl
turn me out these men who empleemploy
me in their factory will drive ram
away my family will suffer as
have nothing laid up under th
circumstances they have not the
faith sufficient to meet the isissuesueanantact
consequently our labors are ndnet
crowned with that success as thelthey
evidently would be ifit the people en
joyed their liberty but even unde
these circumstances many do re
belve us and proclaim openly the
faith

in additionadd i tion to this all experience
that opposition which laIs as ol01oldoid
doubtless aaas the preaching of thtin
truth and this comes from the cleels
gy and herohere let me sayany that tnthi
opposition we meet with from tha
quarter to a great extent has it
tounlounfoundationdation in saltbait lake city therthere
walk the streetsstreeta of our city mett
who produce and feed the nameflame a

prejudice that exists todayto day inintath
united states men who profess 1t
be the friends of their fellow mermei
men who come here with a smile a
their faces pretendpretendinging to do us goagokgoo
pretended followers of the meetmeekmc
and lowly savior these ara
the characters that send these fV
famous lies abroad in regard to 0
latter day saints ththey arere brej
dicing the mind of the people0PI1 of 0
united states against our
aries and against the truth wlwho
I1 have visited the cities where W
men came fromirom who have commCOMOcomi
utah as reformers I1 have beebeen11 dedw
ly impressed and deeply moved it

the state and condition of dettl
society contrasted with that of 1113

people
someborne time last summeramer I1 haihsihad


