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ELLIS ON THE “MORMONS."

W.e cllp the followlng, entire, from
the Dsnver News:

Stopplng at the American Is the
muan who started the wedge that aplit

old conditione in Utah, He is Mr.
Caarlea Eilis of Salt Lake, Mr. Eilis

is un old newspaper man, and his name
is familiar to readers of leading dailies
all overthe East. Three years and a
half ago he went to Salt Lake to write
up the place and people and found the
Mormons 8o much above what he had
ex pected thal he began an investiga.
tion that led him to take the platform
in behalf of fair play for them. His
claim, a8 stated to a reporter for the
MNews, was that since the Mormons
stand on the Bible they are entitied to
alltherights, privileges accorded to al)
other sects having the same foundation.
M. Ellis has written largely on Utah
questions for eastern papers and has
lectured brough Utah, He has done
much tn make the people better nc-
qguainted with the national govern-
ment. His course of thirteen Bunday
evening lectures in Balt Lake Theater
lasat winter wae eaid to have been the
mnost popular ever given in the city
and drew crowds of church people,
notwithetanding Mr. Ellis was known
to be an +*infidel,” so-called. The
gentleman is here visiting a elck
friend.

Kuoowing of Mr, Ellis’ acqualntance
with Utah coudltions a NEWS re-
presentative sought bim yesterday.

Thegeporter quietiy opened the way
for a conversation by inquirlng 1f Mr.
J\1is had ever been in Denver prlor to
this viselt.

IN DENVER BEFORE.

s¢Yus,!” sald he, “]l spent some time
here in 1873; aud baarded in the same
house where I now get my Quaker
oata. It wasthen the largest and best
hotel in Colorado. You peed not ask
if I realize the change that has coms
w hile nineteen years have been going.
The chapgs is admitted. It is almost
mauarvelous. [ have already made up
my mind that the irevitable for your
eity is a great future.””

« **Cuannot you tell me somsthing in-
teresting sbout Utahand her trrepressi-
ble conflict?”??

$Yes, much. In faot, I like nothing
baetter than to tell what I know about
Uiah and ber peculiar people, the Mor-
mons. The Mormonor People’s party
i8 dead, and the anti-Mormon or *Lib-
eral’ party 1a dead outside of Salt Liake,
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but the politicat situation js ruore com-
plicated today than ever. A year ago
a portion of the Demoocrats, who had
been in the Liberal party, withdrew
from that body and joined with a por.
tion of the Mormons of the defunct
People’s party, formlug the Demo-
cratic party of the Territory. A few
weeka later s portion of the Republi-
cans in the Liberal party withdrew and
joined with Mormons who hai been in
tha People’s party, forming the Re-
publican party ot the Territory.

Committees regularly appointed by
these two bodies ma te application to
the national committee of the two
great parties for recognition. The ap-
plicativn was grantei. Both of these
parties in Utah have recantly held
their conventlons aund appointed their
delegates to Chisago and Minueapalie.
But some of the Jeaders of the old
Lilberal party, fearing that such a re-
cogoition of new Utah would lay
them oun the shelf, have organized
Demooratic anid Bepublican parties in
the Territory, claiming to be the only
genulpe Democracy and Republican-
ism to be found in those ‘vales of
Deseret.” Eachk-has held its ¢conven-
tivn and appointed Jis Jdelegates to
Chtecago and Minneapolis. The Demo-
oruts met only yesterday for this pur-
poae.

FOUR DELEGATIONS,

#Consequently there will be four
delegations from ftah. The unrecog-
nized will go for the purpose of dam-
aging the claiias of the recognized
parties, The result will be great harm
to Utah, for, whichever of the parties
are recognized, the old prejudice
against the Mormsens will be revived
and the settlement of the [ftah unrest
be pushed far away.*’

“What jz the object of the anti-
Mormons in thus trying to force their
delegatea into the npational conven-
tions?’?

‘I cannot apnawer that question
without seeming to caast some reftec-
tlons upon the men. I belleve their
real object is to keep Utab In the
Territorial coudition. You know it is

& very rich pasture Yor a great many

political office holders, fow of whom
would ever be heard of ir Utah were a
State. But while thie is In my opimion
the real object, the alleged one is to
klll polygamy and compel the Mor-
mons to become loyal. That s, the
old Mormon haters of [ftah pretend to
believe that polygamy 18 not dead, and
that the Mormona hate and would
destroy the nation.”

YOL. XLIV.

THINK THE GOVERNMENT UNFAIR.

AT have had as good opportunity nas
oon-Mormon ever had to know what
the NMMormon people are. There haa
been a feeling Among thein for years
that the government has been very
unfair in its treatment of their
church; while they recognizs rnd con-
ocede now the right of the government
to insist npon obedience to.the laws,
tliey feel that the confiseation of their
Chureh property was a great injustice.
But the Mormons as a whole are an
hoopeat,law-abiding people, There are
‘blsck eheep’ among them, as in all
pecta and out of all wects, but taking
them as n people I believe they are
more thotoughly A merican than are
many of those who oppose and con-
demn them, For Instance, the Amerl-
ean government is purely secular. It
ia pledged to non-interference with the
right of worship. The Mormon Church,
while very rigid in its requirements
upun its own people, maintains that
all pecple are free to wotship as they
choose. I have heard many Mormon
sermons, but have never heard a word
against theright of any sect to perfect
freedom of worship. Thus, while many
sectariane condemn the Mormons, the
iatter defend the former in thelr re-
ligions liberties,»?

**Do you think the Mormons have
any intention of reviving the practice
of polygamy??’

NO MORE POLYQAMY. .

‘{No. There are a few old men still
alive who went into that retation hLe-
fore the law ol 1862 was enacted. The
mistake made was In putting the
Bible, which teaches polygamy and
their new revelation which re-estab.
lished it above the government, Thelz
mistake was patural Inasmuch as re.’
ligious people had for ages been plucing
thé word of God above that of man.
They did not reaiize that the Ameri-
can government does not recognize the
word of God. Havlnog established
their marriage at the command of God,
as they belleved, they felt themaslves
bound to stand by i1, ani so tested it
in court. They were thrown. Bome
of those men may continue to violate
the law, but will be precisely as aome
non-Mormone violate their marriage
vows, That ia, it will be the crime of
adultery. Buiinthe pature of thinge

there can be little of that,

‘‘doon the polygamiaste will all be in
their graves. If there were no Iaw
againat polygamy [ belleve it would
be impossible to coax or drive the



