
HEE DEDESERETS E R E T 1 NEWSN E W S

DISCOURSE
byny elder wilford woodruff tabernacle sunday

morning dec 27

reportedrerouted BY J V LONG
ai 1

i it seems to fall to my lot to occupy a rewjew mo-
ments this morninmorning and I1 feelfeet to say that thesis
a blessed placetindlindand that this is a blessed people

ii and that they are partaking of a great many ble-
ssed things

itif the latter day saints could prize and com-
prehend the blessings that are X iven untounab them
and if our minds were enlightened continually by

t t the holy spirit we would feel ourselves bablestiestlest andy comprehend that we are made partakerspartakers of the
4 greatest blesbiesblessingsisings which the lord imparts unto

the children of0 men I1 may say far greater than
the rest of ouroar fellow creatures who now inhabit
this earth

the lord saysgays whosoever are quickened by a
portion of the celestial spirit and abide a celestial
law they bhailshall inherit a celestial glory whosoever
are quickquickenedbened by a terrestrialterrestial spspiritrit shall inherit a
terreterresstfial glory I1 realize this and consconsiderder that
the lord has revealed unto us lleilethelie iceleidelecelestialsial law

thatthat isis hebe has given unto us the fullness of the
gospel of jesus christ and has given us a know-
ledge of the principles of eternal life the lord
reveals truth unto thehe children of men by which
truth we are to be qualified and prepreparedaieare for eex-
altation

x
al truth has been presentpresentedyin its simpli
city so that it might be comprehended by the sons
of men

As I1 reflect this morning upon the condition of
the human family andarid consider how differently we
are situated from thelite masses of mankind I1 do feel
that wewe ought to bsba gratefulgrategrale fulfui to our great benefac-
toror there are millions of the human family who
aiassemble in various houses in cathedrals thurchurchesches
and chapels forchefor ehe purpose of worshippingworshipping god
but is there one of those numerous congregations
who come togetherlierller with anart understanding of the
truth except therethere babe some latter day saint el-
der

el-
dr who is called to preach to the inhibitinhabitantsinhabitantantani s of
the earth do they come together understanding
the principles of the same gospel the samesama plan 0off

r salvation the gospel of jesus christ in a way andarid
manner to make them one

now god could not make a people one with so
many kinds of faith and such a multiplicity of doc

tt rines diametrically opposed to each other as ex-
ist in the world but we are a blessed people we
have the principles of union and oneness with us
and by carrying them out thetheyy bind us together
and make us one
I1 it is upon this principle that the latter day
saints are blest and made free we are deliver-
edd in a great from those troubles and
perplexities false doctrines the darkness the error
and superstition by which our minds have been
beclouded until the light has made manifest unto
the children of men that they were in darknessor
this was the case with us all until the light cambcama
we were grovellinggrovelling in the dark in a great measure
though we might be honest and we might be ac-
tuated by the best and holiesthollest beelinfeelings yet until
the fullness of the gospel was revealrevealedgathe world
were like the blind groping for thetile wall we had
no Apostle sno Prophetswe had no inspired men
torise up and tell us what to do to be saved and
wewe had to go through with all that trouble miserymiser y
and darkness to which the children of men are sub-
jectset while living under false doctrines false tra-
ditionsdit ionslons and false teachers

I1 have frequently leiemarkedremarked in my life aridand I1
waswag sincere in the sentiment in saying that I1
would rather take a six months tour in lleileliethe pen-
itentiary than to gogo through with a six months
conviction and conversion in iliethe sectarian
according to their order of doieg business let

ailyallyany man go through the ordeal orof six months con-
viction and conversion in the presbyterian church
and then be made acquainted with the true plan of
salvation and be will feel about as I1 do upon the
subject

read the history of any man and read his ex-
perienceperi ence inin the religious world and you will find
that it is worse as far as the affliction of the soul
is concerned than as long a time in the
biary we will taketaie a presbyterian revival a man
is called by the sectarian excitement to get reli-
gion he goes to the clergy I1 do not care whether
it is in a synod or in any other place but suppose
that hebe has a great desire to seek afteraften the plan
and principles of salvation and liehe applies to the
clergy they will tell him likeidee this you must sur-
render yourself to the lordlora he goes to work to
pray and fast and be is faithful and diligent in
trying to give liishis heart to fhethe lord but liehe is still
in trouble and liehe goes to the priest andard informs
himbim of his situation and the priest tells him all the
timetimi 6 you must give your heart unto god I1 you

lugtmust be willingwilting to be damneddaaned and to susummersuffer allali
things for the sake of christ the minister still
pleads with him to submit himself toio god but liehe
does not tell him the first step which he ought to
take in order to have his sins forgiven and obtain
salvation but tells him contiLlIla ly that liehe must
do it that hahe must give his heart to god the
resultinsult is that the man mourns and weeps and by
and bye he thinks that liehe has committed the un-
pardonabledonabledonabie sin and liehe gets so that liehe thinkspardonable
itaris the worst sin that hebe can commit to pray
when going through these feelings and this trial

I1 have read the history of many strong minded
men and besides this I1 know my own history and
experience I1 know the way theahe children of inenmen
buffer inlir attempting to give their hearts unto0 godgob
and as I1 have said as far as the feelings of the
childrenof men are concerned it would not beJ
grieving their feelings any more in bearing the re-
proachpra ch of their neighbors to be sent to prison for
crimecrini than some men have endured in getting re-
ligionligiel1

whatwhat is the reason of all this itisit is because
thoithopthey havellave notriot the same law because there isis not
any rnmanii inspired to rise up and teach them the
way to be saved no apostle to teach the gospel
of jesusesus Christohichi T

novini thethemmidstastdst of these trials and tribulations

many of you0 can remember how many nights and
laysdays ou have spent inin suffering and dietrdistressdi acs try-
ingin to give your hearts to god and when you
have been called into the circle of ministers have
they not called upon you again and again to come
to hethe anxiousanxious bench and get religion I1 can well
remember it although I1 never joined anany church
at all until I1 joined the latter day saints but yet
I1 attended meetings and I1 have been called upon
day after day and night after night to give my
heart to god so much so that I1 would get mad
to be told to do a thing so many times thitthatthat I1 was
all the timelime trying 0too do for I1 hadbad a desire to do
that which was right but diddri not knowknon how to
take the first step and those who taught could
not tell me howlow

now had there been an apostle there to have
saidsald boandgo and repent be baptized for the remissionremson
of yourour sinsgins ardaid then I1 will lay my handsbanda upon
youou that ouon mayinay receive the holy which
willwiliwi 1 lead antland guldeguide you into all truth irwillit will en-
i your mind illlilin relation to the principles of
eternal life andarid irvillit vi ll11 show you things

odstpast pre-
sent and to come hohowveasyaay this would havehagelave been
providing a man inspired of gdgid had been there

in rrelationelatelonton to theaethe e things this people are truly
blest but the world are inui worse darkness than
they were before joseph smith received retrelcevelaela-
tion from heaven they have gone into thicker
darkness for the gospel has been offered to titelitelleilelie
children of men to thaiha most of the christian na-
tions during illelite last twenty five years andarid inn a
great measure they havhave a rejected itirbitbut before
the light came to them theythe did not know what to
do for the world were bound up in ignorance
darkness andarid by false traditions false principles
and falsefaise teachers who gaveguve unto the children of
men their erroneous opinionsoptions fortor doctrines of sal-
vation I1

we are liberated from thesethee thighithings the cloud
of darkness is13 taken from usU and thelite light of eter-
nal truth has begun to shine upon our minds

some of this assembly have embraced this os
pepel in foreign countries and manymani of usits inill this
our malnnativee land and now vvwee havehive all omecomer bogettogeth-
er to hear preaching exhortation and receive in-
structionst inm the things of god and we have cornscoins
expecting to hear the truth and tnin this we have
not been disappointed for vewe do hear the truth
from this stand w e have been tautaught11 lit the pure
principles of virtue and righteousness by the ser-
vants

er
of god

the knowledgeknomedgeWedge we have received has taken
from us those troubles of mind andadd soul and tho-sethoe
distressing feelings which were occasioned by
those false doctrines and traditions that were imim-
planted inin our minds inin early life and that have
caused us so much suffering inin daysdaydaj s that ariare gone
then I1 say jtit isis a great blessing that god has
given unto us the celestial law the principles of
the gospelgoepel thattbatwillwill lead to celestial glory and eter-
nal lives

the lord has forforbearsyears past been continually
revealing the simplesupple principles that will bring us
back into the presence of our heavenly fatherrather
and which will give unto us a place inin his celestial
kingdom if we abide a celestial law

we can all see the effects of the establishment
of the church and kingdom of god upon the earth
and we perceiveeive that the effects of lleileliethe gospel are
very different from false tradition and from scsecsec-
tarian

c
absurdities that deluge the world therethe re-

quirementqui rement is that men shallshail abide the celestial law
of god inin order that they maymav be quickened by
thattha power and be united by those principleprinciples with
thelite apostlesApostleslei and prophets and all thosethoe beings
who hivehave been quickened by it in ages that are
gone and dwell in the light andarid presence of god
and be forforeverevereven inlit the society of the city of enoch
and our brethren who have gone before us andarid
who have been made perfect by the same gospel
which we have received

itif we were to go into the celestial world we
would then be actuated by thespinathe spirit that predom-
inates there and have continually with us those
principles by whichwinch we should be governed we
have got to possessposses thelite simaemeyme spirit and principles
inin thisfidis world and we havehaieha got to16 abide a celestcelestioncele iol
law here and be united upon the principle that un-
ites the people of god who dwell in his presencegreencere ence
inin order to get the same glory that they enjoenjoy

these are the principles that are taught us from
day to dardav i andland weave must learn to carry them out
and we must lay aside our selfseifselfishnesslili lieslless and all falsefale
principles thatbathat we have imbibed and that have
been taught us from our infancy in order that we
may obtain the blessings and power of god

it isis different with us from what it is andarid will
be with the cedren of thisthis people As one of the
old prophets said speaking of the gathering in the
last days when they would come together wake
up from their drowsinessdrobnessdrow ness get to understand prin-
ciple and see their true position they will savsay
surely our fathers have inherited lies indaid athiusthings
wherein there isis no profit 2 and it is trulytrula so
for we can already say that our fathers havehive in-
herited lies and we have inherited many of thelltheir
traditions

until we heardbeard the fullness of the gospel wowe
were filled with traditions and falsefale doctrines and
the teachers of the day did not instruct men to
walk inin thelite same path but they were continuallycontu bally
feachingteaching something that would divide men I1n their
feelings and that would producebroduoe as many differ-
ent creeds and as there were sects in the
world and hencebence yveyiewa have all thebe evils attendant
upon that course of life

this puts me inin mind of a circumstance that
happened when I1 was preachingI1 inin kentucky I1
preached upon the first principles of the gospel
and at the close of my discourse I1 gave the priv-
ilege for any oneoro to ask questions or to make re-
marks if they felt so disposed A gentleman arose
and I1 noticed that a great many of the congrega-
tion began to laugh and I1 afterwards learned that
the gentleman was an infidel andard hence the con-
gregationgregiegationgatlon were disposed to make fun of him he
said si willvi illlil not detain you Ionglong but ibishI1 v ish to state
to thisthia large congregation thatthai mr woodruff has
taught11

me more this evening ilianihan I1 ever learned
inlit my whole life before from my boyhood I1

have been searching into religion and when 1 I
have asked a minister in relation to the way of
life lie would point me to the way he was walk-
ing himself then I1 would ask another and he
would point out a different way and I1 might have
asked a hundred and theytiley would all havepointedpointedjointed
out a different road and they would tell me that
I1 must hsbe born again I1 observed mentho were
said to be born again and one class of men who
were said to be lorntorn again would take one wawayy
and another would take quite a different roroadad anand
I1 always marveled at thistilis for I1 did not sseeea any
sensesence in men taking different roads to lead to the
kingdom of heaven but now this man mr woodwoodi 1

ruff has told merae the truth and shown me the
feasfeatreasonfeatonon they took so many different ro- dsroads after
they were born again and the reason is because

were all born BLIND
this inlit reality is thetile case for many of us have

been born again according to the traditions of our
fathersfatfalheishelb but thosethese that keep lleileliehe celestial lawjaw andarid
obey the principles of the gospel otof christ you
never hindfind themheni taking dlfdifdifferentderent roads there is
buttut one right road undudd itisit is a straight forward one
and the principles aridand rules that governgovern you inin
that path are simple and easy to be understood
this is thetha path for us to walk in and I1 consider
that weve are greatly blessed inlit having learned the
true way and in being delivered from that yoke of
bondage that has chained us down with error
false doctrine and false teachers

this I1 count one of the greatest bleblessingssOngs that
god has given to the children of meninen to have the
plain I1truthruth pointed out to them yon look at he
religionsreligious of the day andarid see their confusion and
the mystery that hangibargi around them you may
present the truth to them as plainly as you can
and so simplydimply that anati intelligent child might un-
derstandderstand and still theytiley cannot comprehend it
you askilsk a man among them about the character
of gougoa and about his attributes and what canillecancau he
elieilelltell yowyou they will preach about god about
the son and the holy ghost lonionn sermons to
prove olaldial those personages atiaaraura one and
whenhenben hey get throy theythay know nonothingaling about it
and conclude it is a great mystery

where is thelite man or woman that comprehend-
ed anything about god or about eternity until jo-
seph smith revealed ho fullfulifullnessvess of the gospel
I1 could read of tathoseose thinthinsbilings

11
s iarff thethis bible which we

now believe in and receive but I1 was surrounded
by the traditions of the world and could not com-
prehendp them

we are nowDOW taught from time to time the plain
principles of the gospel of jesus christ tilethe plan
of salvation the way to live in order to have hethe

approbation of our fattlerfather in heaven Is not this
a biesblesblessingsiusin above all blesblessing jlif this people
could comprehend their blessings they never need
have an unhappy moment if tthd people could
compicompiecomprehendbendhend the position they stastandd in and theirheir
true relationship to gojgod ileytheyaliey would feel perfectly
satisfied and they would realrealizeze that our heaven-
ly father is merciful unto us and that hebe has be-
stowed great and hllikigloriousorious blessings upon us

when we consider thathat we can come into thishis
tabernacle and sinsihsing9 pray preach exhort and
blessardblessblessandaniand that there is noiheikhelsheriffsheiseiei lffiff standing at our
dlois with writs to arrest oswe may considerI1 these
things as blessings from the hands of the almigh-
ty for they are such

As br brigham11
br heberlieber and many others

have said there is notriot a man that is capable of
enteenteringrinhrink into the celestial kingdom of god who
is not willwiilwillingirig to receive the instructions of his
brethrenlarTar ethren and abide the law of god there is not
a ahonman in histhis kingdom who has got thehe right spir-
it within him but showho thanks god for the moun-
tainsbains andaudandhorforfon the five hundred miles of sage plains
thatthai lie between usits and the bomehome s of our ene-
mies

1I1 he hand of god liashas been visible in bringing
us here iad it has been visible with us all the
timetimeailis far as wewe have ttakenthenkenhen the counsel that basbaa
been given us there are truths that cannot be
disputed

I1 feel comfortable and truly thankful in my
11

mind for the blessings bestowed upon us and Il
feel to pray that we as a people may increase inin
the knowledge of god aridand of the lawslats of his
kingdomkingdorilrii ard in thehe knowledge of all those prin-
ciples that lead to glory to exaltation and eternal
lives and that will lead us back to our father in
heaven the tiontioutroublesblesbies of the children of men are
very rumeBume rons but a great many of them are
borrowed I1 believe two orof thelite troubles
ofor men are borrowed it appears to babeabaaa natural
gift or it seems natural to us to borrow troptrowtroubletroubieblebie
and it is a good deal so with oar blessings3 look
foward to some future timetims when we arareL going
to enjoy great andind glorious blessings but our
blessingss are at the present time this is the time
that we should enjoy the blessings that god has
given us we should rejoice todayto daygay and be happynappy
todayodaytoo day and feel to thank thetha lord foifox the bless-

i lugsjugsings hatthat hebe hasbai put into our hands and as to
Orborrowingrowing troublesronroublesbies wwee should let hemthem all pass
for it is sufficientfor us to papasss through

11
troubles

aridand trials when they are upon us axedwilhand if we pur-
suesue this course wevve may escape a great many
imaginary trying aud perplexing scenes

many of uaus have expected trouble this winter
from enemies and it did appear as if trouble ewasivas
inevitable to look at things naturally we mmayay
look at things as they may approach us next sum-
mer andund we may expect that our enemies will
seek to destroy us and in fact ido1 do not doubt but
that it is nowdow in the Ahearts of tlethe children of
men to concoct schemes for our destruction for
we know they desire to have this people blotted
butofout of existence they have notdot the spirit of
god but they are inlit worse than midnight dark-
ness andarid the consequence is they do not delight
nrncr desiredesira to see anybody live upon the earth who
will serve god and carry out his purposes they
are afraid of tha power of true religion and of
the coricoilsequencesconsequences that must necessarily arise and
hence they feel tota say in their hearts there shall
notriot a kingdom be upon the to
god

this is the feeling of ouicuiourcur ellexiemles for they are

stirred u by satan to root out every principle of
righteousness and truth from the earth can
theyhey do this no they never can why netnot

bacasse god reinsri ns governs and controls the ship
off zion and hebe has established the principles or0
eternal trutharuth upon the ealeateaithearthtb andarid they do dwell in
thehe hearts of tiietha children of men and they will
bringmug forth fruit lo10 the honor and glory of god
vewe do know audand understand that this Icingkingdomdom

will not be given to another people for it is estab-
lished with a promise never to be given to another
people but with thetha light of the holy spirit wawe
hallhali subdue our enemies and overcome every

obstacle it is ouroar duty to be continually increas-
ing ina faith that we may be enabled to call upon
the lord withvilh acceptance andalid that we may stay
ourout enemies hedgebedge up their way and letiet us raypray
for them and let us continue to believe that ifif wowe
do arweas we are told we callcan accomplish whateverveivel we
are united upon and be assured thathat the spirit of
god will not lead us to unite upon anything that
is evil

wewho know it is rightI1 to establish a kingdom of
god upon the earth and weve know it is right to
establish iuin thehe hearts of men the principles of
life and salvation which god has revealed through
joseph the prophet

it we will do ouroar duty listen to those that arearo
set to lead us wawe will find that the hand of god
will be over us for our good andarid it will babe against
those that are planning for our destruction and
god will strengthen and uphold this people until
hetite day comes for theha wingjom of god to spread

itself abroad and until thehe lawlav of god is issued
forth from zion we willtilia find this will be the case
aridand in as much as we have these privilegesleges and
this faith as saints of theoe most high we should
prize th m and lay loldloidtold of themhem with one united
heart and not consider that the battle is to thetho
strong or thelite race to thetile swift for thetha lord holds
the destinies of all andarid we are in lilshis hands

I1 doda feel thankful to seeee the lriirlspiritiri ofor peace and
themhd spirit of cleansing here at liemeherne I1 am thank-
ful that I1 see the time when wicked men do not
delight to dwell lietehebeinin utah and I1 do feel that
thehe righteousness the conduct and the acts of

this people in general will be such that it will babe
a hot place for wicked men

it is our duty to live in this manmannernersoso that wawe
can ferret out iniquity where ever it exists menalen
that come heretohere to seek for our gold and silver
find that it is13 now too hot for them thetha day has
now combcome that heythey cannot bear the burningburnong heat
of zion and I1 am it andarid I1 also hope that
we may still increase for there is still room for
more improvement we speak of improvement
and truly there haslias beenbeer a great improvement in
the midst of this people but there is still room
for grgreateat advancement to be made for many of us
are ststilli 11 a long way short of being prepared for
the celestial kingdom and of having thetile reward
promised to celestial and exalted beings

there is gi eat room for every man to labor and
to impi ove his life that liehe may be prepared to meet
our fatherfattier in heavenbeaven and to enjoy thehe same glory
that those participate inill who are heirsbeirs gotlieto the celes-
tial kingdom of god notwithstanding thesethesa
bilings ureare before us I1 fear thatthae we do not suffi-
ciently appreciate ahemthem but we must learn to so
order our lives that we shall be ready at any mo-
ment to respond to any and every call that may
be made upon us

we feelfesl at homehorns here and we feel this is thetho
place for us and my constant prayer to god is
that we may not only enjoy batbut that we may
prize lleilelit privileges that are aliallaffordedcorded us prize thetho
day that we live in and the city of great salt
lake where we dwell

those who have been here for years past do
not realize the difference that there is between
this place and the world but I1 can tell you that
mith the wicked it is one continual scene of blas-
phemy and of every species of wickedness that is
calculated to lead the mind down to death andarid to
lead men and women from the way of life and
from the holy gospel of jesus chrischrist t and fromflom
every thing that is calculated to produce holinessholi nessnesi
and purity in the human mind

Tho power that predominates here has a ten-
dency to lead us in the path of virtue and rec-
titude andwid to unite us Aologethertogether it will lead us to
obey the law of heaven ald to carry out those
prinprinciplescilles that we are taught day by duyday lain
this way we can do rightacd have the approbation
of our heavenly father andald then hecewillwill preserve
us from all our enemies whether they be few or
many and though the whole world be arrayed
aagainstainest us the lord will as sure preserve us andiallalmake a littlelitte one a great nation as he delivered
israel out of egyptian bondage and this kingdom
will become as daniel has seen it a great moun-
tain

mouin
and fillnil the whole earth

these and all the blesbiesblessiusblessingssimsbims and promises which
he has given will be fulfillfulfilled in their time and in
their season which may the lord grant for christs
aske amen

SLAUGHTER AMONG THE one of
the london papers contains an account of a
terrible slaughter among the caffreeCaffres in which
no lessiss than thirty thousand human beings per-
ished it is stated that disturbances of a most
sanguinary character recently took place among
the zulus these disturbances were caused by
a contest between Ketch and
two sons of the paramount chief panda onoa
the and2nd december the latter was defeated with
immense slaughtersiaueliter thevictorious Ketch
a ladiddiad of nineteen afteraftel theibe battle divided his
army into three sectionssectionR and with thesethebe scour-
ed the country in all directions putting to death
not only hisbis enemies but all neutral or doubtful
subjects who came in his way heHeliowever
kepthept clear of panda who by the latest intelli-
gence was raising an army in defense of his
throne

it is said that men women and children were
all alike put to death waswag put to
ddeatheath with the utmost barbarity having been
skinnedski tined alive

there is not everything inin a name


