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THE LABORERS1 MISTAKE

A denver paper inID an attempt to ex-
plain and as far as possible defend
the coxey movement and colorado
strikers makesmakee the point that in times
of business depression the myriads
thrown out of employment universally
move towards the national capitals
why they cannot tell but they are
convinced that the source of the evilevi tois
to be found at the seats of government
and they naturally go to the supposed
source to findand a remedy in great
britain 22 the paper argues the anem
aloyedaloyed move ooon london in france on
partsarle in germany on berlin the
area of these countries combined is not
equal to that of some american states
and therefore the drive of humanity to
their capitals is not so remarkable this
may now be regarded asaa one of the
laws of a great bustbusinessness dedepressiondipression and
the movement to washington is in ac-
cordancecor dancedanoe with it N

this plea for the anomalous move-
ment on washington by the armies 1

may be ingenious but it is based on ita
misstatementstatementmieinte of facts and can serve no
good purpose it toIs true enough that
in times of depression unemployed
naturally congregate in the great cen-
tore

cen-
ters of population where the chances
of employment are supposed to be
greater than elsewhere but it tois not
true as the argument evidently im-
plies thatthai it isin a natural law that drives
unemployedemployeduD to combine in a move-
ment upon athe seats of government in
order to borceforce legislation their way
the scheme would be utterly imprac-
ticable in any of the countries
mentioned and were it attempted
it would be speedily be put aown as
insurrection just fancy a handful of
hoodlums iromfrom hamburg lubeck and
other cities starting out for berlin
how far woula they be allowed to
proceed before they were all securely
lookedlocked up and in raglandengland a simi-
larlar crowd marching on london from
the slumsalums of hull or liverpool would
fare no better someborne years ago the
laborers in the timber yards near
Sund swall sweden suddenly struck
assumed a threatening attitude toward
the local government sadand destroyed
some property but before they
knew what bad happened the whole
crowd several thousand strong
were surrounded by the troops com-
manded by the governor of the
province and a man of war was on its
way from the capital to back the gov-
ernor up if necessary the rioters hadbad
to surrender unconditionally and the
leaders were promptly sent to jail
that is hobow they they do things over
in europe A coxey movement
would not be tolerated lain any of those
countries not even in republican
switzerland it is a possibility only
in a country like thip where tue great-
est liberty is18 enjoyed and where men
waymay abuse their rights to a certain ex-
tent without molestation

no right minded person can fallfail
to feel the greatest sympathy lor
the worthy laborers who artare suf-
fering the consequences of a depressed
trade but it would be false friend
hip indeed to encourage in any way

these ferereers to adopt a course de-
structivetive to their best interestsInte reste and
certainly laborers commit grave erroerrors18

when they rise in arms against capital
the plain reason why so80 many now
are unemployed Is that capitalists are
timid and capital is idle Is the
remedy for this to create a condition of
still greater insecurity and timidity
it cannot be denied that lain the degree
that strikers and Coxey ites me-
nace and destroy property and
inflict losses on capital in that
aade degree the chances of employ
menzmeat and a return of prosperity will
be lessened the laborers of this coun-
try are intelligent enough to under-
stand that without capital millions of
their own closeclass are doomed to idlenessIdlenees
because the factories are closed the
fields untilled good will and good
feelings between men is what Jsis need-
ed and any movement with a view of
Ppromotingromo ting these is commendable while
the opposite Is asan destructive to the
laborers interest asan to the prosperity of
the country

PETITIONS WITH BOOTS OS

referring to the claim of the coxey
army and other similar marching

organizations headedbeaded for washington
that they merely intend to present to
congressCone rees a petition in boots 22 the
spring field recalls a vivid in
oldest of the war of the revolution not
by way of parallel or justification for
the rrecent demonstration but as show-
ing the superior kind of claims that loin
times long past was deemed to war
rant this extraordinary means of de-
manding a hearing no one who has
rearead earlydearly american history can fail
to remember the sufferings of the
american soldiers at valley forge in
1778 when for days at a0 time they
were without provisions clothes
medicines or other lodgings than the
rude and uncomfortable huts which
barely sheltered them many of tueme
men were soBO deficient in clothes that
they could not lie down lestjest they should
freeze to death but were forced to sit
round the camp fires these soldiers
were mainly the intelligent yeomanry
of the land plain farmers and me-
chanicschadickch aDicecs of whom wrote to
hisbis wife no european army would

the tenth part of what the
american troops suffer it takes citi-
zens to support hunger nakedness toll
and the iota want of pay which con-
stitute the condition of our soldiers the
hardiesthandiesthar diest and most patient that are to
be found in the world

coming to the incident three years
later of the threatened march on the
national capital the republican says

in january 1781 when the patriot
army was encamped at morristown N J

when glover wrote to massachusetts
it is now four days since your line of

the army has eaten one mouthful of
breadsbread a part of the pennsylvania line
composed in a large degree of irish im-
migrants revolted and under the lead
of their non-commissionednoncommissioned officers
marched to princeton enan route to phila-
delphia where congress was assembled
what theyley deemed indifference to their
wants on the part of congress roused their

indignationkation and led them in an orderly
manmanner to ddemandthoandreredressdressinin person They
were under the impression thatt congressCongreas
wasted much precious time in wrangling
over questions of minor importance and
that some of the states had grown indif-
ferent and failed to furnish supplies in
food and clothing of bo h of which their
commander gen wayne said they were
sadly deficient there being but one
blanket between three men in that rigor-
ous winter the state of pennsylvania
from which these re hadbad been re-
cruitedcruit ed had been especially backward in
providing for the necessities of the army
though it was probably the richest of all
ththe statesestates and through its president reed
it had but to come forward and arrange
matters in the bestbeat way it could by pay-
ment of arrears and promises for the
futurefut to allay the dissatisfaction troops
of NOneww jersey whose ranks next to the
pennsylvania line included the largest
proportion offoreigners showed signs of
being influenced by the bad example but
washington interposed and suppressed
the revolt with a strong hand

the troops of nownew england which
had twenty regiments in the continental
service had equal reason says the his-
torian for discontent but they were
almost every one of them native ameri-
cans freeholdersfreetree holders or sons of freeholdersfree holders
the passions of the army were quieted
by their patriotism and order and dis-
cipline returned it should also be said
on behalf of the mutineersmuti that many of
them were compelled to remain in the
service after their time of enlistment had
expired and were true i100 their country
and gave up two of sir henry cliftonsClin tons
emissaries whom he sent to them with
tempting offers and who after trial
were hanged as spies there were no
arnolds among these soldiers

finally adds the republican lc
may also be saideaid in excuse of Concongressgrese
that it could do nothing but resolve
and that the states alone bouldcc U id execute
and furnish men money food and
clothing if it had not beau atac this
period for the ataeja of robert morris and
france the worst as washington said
in his circular letter to the new eng-
land states that could befall the nas-
cent states might have happened

THE PLAQUE IN CHINA

the dispatches bring information
thatthai in china a terrible plague which
seems akin to the black death has
made itsita appearance adbud is creating
frightful havoc the details at hand
are very meager but are sufficient to
show that auan alarming situation pre-
vails the disease first broke out in
canton and at its appearance waswaa
characterized as a strange and remark-
ably fatal malady at first it was not
recognized as being similar to the awful
plague which five centuries ago dev-
astated the eastern hemisphere but it
spread soGO rapidly and increased in
malignancy until there was no doubt
luiu the minds of the chinese officials
that the black death was again in the
country although information regard
taging the symptoms slidand course of the
terrible malady is far from perfect yet
irom available data physicians havebavec
concluded thathat the similarity of the
effectseffect of the present visitation and
that of former times isia sopo marked as to
justify the claim that both are identical
in character

the symptoms of the disease aaa
now described are as follows A sudend
den attack of feverfavor headache thirst


