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the Gospel among the nations of the
earth are to be gathered to the land of
Zion, which is on the Western hemis-
phere, while the Jews are to be re-
‘stored to Jermsslem, on the Eastern
hemlsphere, preparatory to the com-
ing of the Lord in power and glory.

 Manpy reazons may be cited why the
Baints can lesrn more of the ways of
the Lord and live pearer to Him in &
gathered condition than wheu they
are scattered in various lands., The
opportunities for jnstruction are vastly
greater when the pecple are closely
associated in their dwelllng place with
those whom the Lord has ogalled to
minister to them than when they
are gealtered and diffioult to reach, In
this feature alene there would be abun-
dant cause for the policy which the
8Saints are pursuing under the direction
of the Lord.

But there is also necessity of gather-
‘ing for the preservation as well as
progrees of the people. The principle
that union is strenzth is as applicable
to the combination of evll powers as of
the powers of good. When the
enemies of the Baints are numerous
and united they poseess great power for
carryiog out their designe, and if the
Baints in the comparative paucity of
their numhers were to remain scattered
and their inlerests weparate, their
strength would be divided and they be
weakened. That they might not con-
stantly have this Janger to [abor
under, and be by it subjected to greater
liability to be overcome, the Lord has
directed them to =assemble together
upon & Jand which He has appointed
and hlessed for that purpose. When
they obey this command their strength
is solidi*ied by their personal association
and unity of temporal and spiritual
interests, and the powers of evil re-
celve a chieck by being kept ns it were
outside the walls,

The people can also exercise more
Bpirituzal power and thua recelve more
abundanily of the blessings of the Liord
in an assembled capacity than other-
wige, They are uuited any give each
other encoursgement to press on in the
cause of truvh, Their upivn enables
them to exercise greater faith; this is
combined, and the resulie are conse-
quently rnore extensive thau under
leen favorable conditions, Their hearta
then presept a Beld more suitably pre-
Ppared than befure for the sowing of the
good seed—the knowledge of neavenly
things,

The reasors for the gathering of the
Baints are 8o numerous that we have
not space lo muention even a cunsider-
able proportion ot them. Buat an im-
portant one is pointed out in the record
ieft by John tne Revelator, In giviog
an agcount of his visivn of what
should tnke place on the earth, the
Apostle pays he saw an angel bring the
everlasting Gospel to mep; he also says
that be **heard a voice from heaven
saying, Come outof her my people,
that ye be not partakers of her sins and
tbat ye receive not of her plagues, For
her mips bave reached unto heaven,
and Gud bath rememubvered her iniQ-
ultjes,’” Herethe Lord gives a reason
for gathering His people from Babylon,
They arecommanded to come out that
they should pot be partakers of her
sing; for those who voluntarily remain
among the peoples classed as Babyion
necesaarily partake of their rins to &
greater or less extent, hecause (bey

refuse to obey the command of the
Liord to be united; consequently they
will be made reciplents or the plagnea
that wijl be poured out oo the mother
of ahomipeations.

I\ may be suggested that in all dis-
pensations the Lord has desired His
people to unite, for a protection from
the attacks of their adversaries; when
they bave failed to heed His cail, des-

truction has ¢come upon them,
He sought to introduce this prin-
clple among the Jews, hut they

would not receive it, and when He
waa /oretelling the destruction of Jera-
salem He exciaimed, “How often
would I have gathered thy children tc-
gether as & hen gathereth her chickens
under ber wings, but ye would not!
Bekold, your house is left unlo you
desojate,”? t

In this dispensatjon, that of the ful-
ness of times, the voice of the Liord
has gone lorth to His people, and in
this is the chief incentive tothe gather-
ing— it is the command of God. He
BAYS:

Let them therefore who are among the
Gentiles, flee unto Zion. And let them
who be of Judab flee nato Jerusalem,
unto the monntains of the Lord’s house.

Go ye out from among the nations,
even Irotu Babylon, trom the midat of
wickedness, which is apiritual Babylon.

Bot verily, thus saiibh the Lord, Let
not your flight be in haste, but let all
things bo prepared before you, and he
that goeth, let him not look back, lest
sudden destruction come upon him,

This is the Lord’s command, and
those who fail to heed the divine call,
or who take a position sntagonistic toit,
place. themaeelves in an unenviable
situation, A reason i8 given for the
gathering of the Baints, tor which the
Liord gays there should be a work of
preparation. A prominent featurs in
this preparatory work is that the Saints
learn to obey the principle ot gather-
ing alone for the love of the Gospel
and to do the wilt of God. Some peo-
ple have gathered wilh the Baints
with the object of improving their
worldiy affaire., This has been their
chief aim, and they have been disap-
poloted, In ocider to call down the
blessinga of the Lord, the motive must
he of an entirely ditferent nature, It
is true that those who have gathered
under the proper spirit have been
greatly blessed snd benefited in their
temporal conditions, and in many cases
bave secured comforts and luxuries
which they could not bave reached in
their nutive lands; some huve not been
able to bear prosperity, and have lost
their love of the Gospel by grasping
after wealth, But the secret of suocess
in their temporal affuirs among the
gathered Balnts is that they have
songht first the kicgdom of God apd
His righteousness, and the other
things bave been added to them;where
there are any who have sought to
chaunge thia order, the blessing of the
Lord has departed, either in spiritual
or temporal things, or in both.

As to advice concerning gathering,
it 1s proper that those who contemplate
emigrating should prepare themselves
by obtainlng correct information, The
Lord says:

And let the work of the gathering he
not In baste, nor by flight, bnt let it be
done as shall be counseled by the Eiders
of the Church at the conferences, accord-

ing to the knowledgze which they receive
from time to time,

'his hest good, if observed with

This command s from the same
divine source as the other, and affords
to Balnts a means of oblaining proper
counsel which, if followed, will reault
to their blessiny. Ib giving this coun-
gel, ag im =ll other inalters, it is the
duty of the Elders to proceed wunder
the ipepiration of the Holy (;host.
The Jact of the gathering place of the
people heing endeared to them ag theiy
home should not leaud them to think
only of jts beauties, and {o forget its
disadvantages to new comers, When
they are inquired of, lbey should state
the whole situation, especiaily the
untoward circumstances that immi-
granteand strangers bave to contend
with, It istheir responsibility to gen-
erally Instrnot the Baints in the prin-
cipie of the gathering and tp give ad-
vice in relation thereto within the
limit of direotlons from their presid-

 inp officers, Obedlence to the principle

is an act that is left wholly to the ingdi-
vidua] who, if he isin the ling of duty
and bas-made the required preparation,
will recelve the spirit of the gathering
at such time and manner &s will be for

a0
1ntent to obey the wili of the Ligry,

—

TWO OBJECT LESSONS.

The Germans have an expressive:
way of describing those who are par-

-tioularly e'hif'tless and destitute of SDAP

sod energy and resource, yet not es-
pecially lazy: “*S8uch people sit around
with their mouths open waiting for

roasted pigeons to fiy in,”

We wonder if there are not a good
many of that Eind of folke in Balt
Lake City at the present time, memn
who would perhaps like tu work, bat
who, becnzse some one does not come
nlong and hire them, stand in the sun
on the pireel corners and rail at hard
times and listlesaly inquire of each
other and of paseing scquaintances.
when they can expeot ‘‘something to
turn up.” The idea of taking off
thelr coats and turning unp zome.
thing, oot only their shirt-gleeves
but the hundreds of idle pppor-
tunities that are Iying around
u3, apparently has never entered their
minds.

At the risk of wounding thejr feel-
ings, we advise them tn atroli out
northward a few blecke,—aay into that
section once known a8 the Ninetesnth
ward pasture—and take a lessonm from
the Chinese. The heathen out there
are turning things ur-—the sod and soil.
Toey are also luruing things down—
weeds and manure; and into the land
as thus prepared they are dropping the
tme dull, bard seeds, that in the warm

reast of mother earth are pourished
and made to grow and yieid fruit and
food for man, A month hepce those-
Chinamen will be getilng cash for the
work they are now dning; for natuare
Dever neglects to smile upon those who
woo and conquer her, Apd some
these men who are now and at that
time may still be standing on the
atreet corners, will crave the sucoulent
wares the heathen’s hasket containe:
all the while pernaps complalning that
this not 8 Chinamen’s country any-
bow, and elamoring for the expulsion
of the quiet, industrious|gardener.

That oughtto be one ohject Jessom
There is perhaps another: Faet and
south and west of this city, within It



