
THE DESERET WEEKLY
the gospelgoepel among the nations of the
earth are to be gathered to the land of
zion which isin on the western hemis-
phere while the jews are to be re-
stored to jerusalem on the eastern
hemisphere preparatory to the com-
ing of the lord toin power and glory

many reasons may be cited why the
saints can learn more of the ways of
the lord and live nearer to him in a
gathered condition than sheia they
are scattered inID various lands the
opportunities for instruction are vastly
greater when ttethe people are closely
associated in their dwelling place with
those whom the lord has called to
minister to them than when they
are scattered and difficult to reach I1 inID
this feature alone there would be abun-
dant cause for the policy which the
saints are pursuing under the direction
of the lord

Bbutu t there tois also necessity of gather-
ing for the preservation as well as
progress of the people the principle
that union is strength is as applicable
to the combination of evil powers as of
the powers of good when the
enemies of the saints tireare numerous
and united they possess great power for
carrying out their dealdesigngiss and if the
salutesaints in the comparative paucity of
their numbers were to remain scattered
and their interests separate their
strength would be divided and they be
weakened that they might not con-
stantly have this danger to labor
under and be by it subjected to greater

to be overcome the lord has
directed them to assemble together
upon a land which he has appointed
and blessed for that purpose when
they obey this command their strength
lais solidifiededbyby their personal association
and unity of temporal and spiritual
interests and the powers of evil re-
ceiveceide a check by being kept as it were
outside the walls

the people can also exercise more
spiritual power and thus receive more
abundantly of the blessings of the lord
in an assembled capacity than other-
wise they are united and give each
other encouragement to press on in the
cause of truth their union enables
them to exercise greater faith this is
combined and the results are conse-
quently more extensive than under
lees favorable conditions their hearts
theuthen present a field more suitably pre-
pared than before for the sowing of the
good seedneed the knowledge otof heavenly
things

the reasons for the gathering of the
saints are so cumbrousnum brous that we have
not space to mention even a consider
able proportion olof them but an im-
portant one tola pointedpot n ted out I1ina the record
left by john too revelator in giving
an account of his vision of what
should take place opon the earth the
apostle says he saw an angel bring the
everlasting gospel to men he also says
that be heard a voice heaven
saying come out of her my people
that ye be not partakerspar takers of her sinssine and
that ye receive not of herbar plagues for
her sins have reached unto heaven
and god bath remembered her iniq-
uities I here the lord gives a reason
for gathering his people from babylon
they are commanded to comecame out that
they should not be partakerspar takers of herbar
sins for those who voluntarily remain
among the peoples classed as babylon
necessarily partake of their sins to a
greater or lesslees extent because they

refuse to obey the command of the
lord to be united consequently they
will be made recipients orof the plagues
that will be poured out on the mother
of

it may be suggested that in all disdie
sensations the lord hasbag desired his
people to unite for a protection from
the attacks of their adversaries when
they have failed to heed his call des-
tructiontruc tion has come upon them
he sought to introduce this prin-
ciple among the jews but they
would not receive it and when he
was foretellingore telling the destruction of jeru-
salem he exclaimed chowhow often
would I1 have gathered thy children to-
gether as a henben gathereth her chickens
under herbar wings but ye would not I1

behold your house is left unto you
desolatedee

in this dispensation that of the ful
noseness of times the voice of the lord
has gone forth to his people and in
this is the chief incentive to thegather-
ing it is the command orof bod he
says

let them therefore who are among the
gentiles flee unto zion and let them
who be of judah flee unto jerusalem
unto the mountains of the lords housego yoye out from among the nations
even iromfrom babylon from the midst of
wickedness which is spiritual babylon

but verily thus saith the lord letnot your flight be in hastohaste but let auall
things be prepared before you and he
that goeth let him not look back lestlast
sudden destruction come upon him

thisthia lais the lordlordisIs command and
those who fallfail to heed the divine call
or who take a position antagonistic to it
place themselves toin an unenviable
situation A reason is given for the
gathering of the saints torfor which thelord says there should be a work of
preparation A prominent feature in
this preparatory work is that the saints
learn to obey the principle of gather-
ing alone for the lovejove of the gospel
aridand to do the will of god some peo-
ple have gathered with the saints
with the object of improving their
worldly affairs thisthie has been their
chief aim and they have been disap-
pointed in order to call down the
blessings of the lord the motive wustmust
be of an entirely different nature it
tois true that those who have gathered
under the proper spirit have been
greatly blessed and benefited in their
temporal conditions and in many oasescases
navehave secured comforts and luxuries
which they could not have reached in
their native lands some have not been
able to bear prosperity and havehake lost
their love of the gospel by grasping
after wealth but the secret of success
in their temporal affairs among the
gathered saints is that they have
sought first the kingdom of god and
his righteousness and the other
things have been added to them where
there are any who navehave sought to
change this order the blblebeisingsing of the
lord his departed either in spiritual
or temporal things or in both

As to advice concerning gathering
it is proper that those who contemplate
emigrating should prepare themselves
by obtaining correct information the
lord says

and let the work of the gathering be
not in haste nor by flight but let it be
done as shall be counseled by the elders
of the church at the conferences accord-
ing to the knowledge which they receive
from time to time

this command is from the same
divine source as the othersother and affords
to saintssaint a means of obtaining proper
counsel which if followed will
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result
to their blessingbleBel ng in giving this coun-
sel as in all other matters it is the
duty of the elders to proceed under
the inspiration of the holy jthostthe factface of the gathering place of thepeople being endeared to them as their
home should not lead them to thinkonly of its beauties and to forget itsdisadvantages to nownew comers whenthey are inquired of they should state
the whole situation especially the
untoward circumstances that immi-grants and strangers have to contend
with it is their responsibility to gen-
erally instruct the saints in the prin-
ciple of the gathering and to give ad
vice in relation thereto within the
limit of directions from their presid-
ing officers obedience to the principle
is an act that is left wholly to the indi-
vidual who itif he tois in the line of duty
and has made ththe required preparation
will receive the uritspirit ofoc the gathering
at such time and manner as will be for
hisbis best good itif observed with an
intent to obey the will of the lord

TWO OBJECT LESSONS

the germansgermaine have an expressive
way of describing those who are parar

shiftless aad destitute of snap
and energy and resource yet not esea
speciallyally lazy such people sitbit aroujo
with their mouths open waiting torfor
roasted pigeons to fly loin Y

we wonder if there are not a goodmanym ny of that kind of folks in baitlake city at the present time maimen
who would perhaps like tuto work but
who because some one does not come
along and hire them stand in the suaguit
on the street corners and rail at hard
times and listlessly inquire of amob
other and of passing acquaintances
when they can expect something to
burnurn up 2 the idea of taking off
their coatscoate and turning up some
thing not only their shirlea vew
butbui the hundreds of idle oppor-
tunitiestuni ties that are lying around
ua apparently liashas never entered their
mindsminde

at the risk of wounding their feel-
ings we advise them to stroll out
northward a few blocks saygay into that
section once known as the nineteenth
ward pasturepas aad take a lessonlessen frontfrom
the chinese the heathen out anere
are turning things urup the sodgod and sollsoilaney are also turning things down
weeds and manure and into the iadlelnd
as thus prepared they are dropping the
littlelittle dull hardbard seeds that in the warm
breast of mother earth are nourished
and made to grow and yield fruit and
food for man A mouthmonth hence those
chinaman will be getting cash for the
work they are now doing for nature
neverdever neglects to smile upon those who
woo and conquer her and some of
these men who are now and at that
time may still be standing on the
street corners will crave the succulent
wareswaree the beathenaathensbe basket contain
all the while perhaps complaining WASthat
this not a Chin amens country any
how and clamoring for the expulsion
of the quiet I1 nd gardener

that ought to be one object lesson
there Is perhaps another east indand
south and west of this city within ll11


