THE DESER

A3 to the knowledge of the people, what do
they know? They know many things. What do
they not know? Ten thonsands of millions of
times more than they know, for, comparatively
speaking, they know but littlee. What knowledge
we have, we have obtained by an experience.
No man conld know that he could build a bnild-
ing, unless he was to go to work and try. Were
he to go to work and erect a building, he would
tiien know that he knew how to do it.

Some things you do know, and there are a
great many things that you do net know, “Can
{,Du mention anything that we do not know?2

es, we could enutnerate a great many things, and
then have mentioned only a small porlion of what
15 unknown to man. I will take thatclass of this
cengregation that do not know anything about
(rod, heaven, earth, or hell, nor about-anything
else only as they sense with their natural senses,
and ask them, can yon tell me your own origin?
[ would be glad to see such a person, but he is
not to be found- Take a man whodoes not know
anything about these things, and he cannot tell
his origziil.

Azain, with all the wisdom there is in the
world, I can refer you to another thing which yon
do not know; you do not know how to take the
native elements and organize a body like the ones
you possess. You may take the chemical appa-
ratus of the most extensive laboratory and go into
these mountaing, and see whether you can, with
all your knowledyge and appliances, make a human
body that can breathe, to say nothing about the
rpiri!: you cannot do that; then you do not know
10W., ‘

[f we were to ask the question how we came
here, we cannot answer it. Wa know that we
are here, and we know that we live. We know
that we see, hear, smell, &e., throuzh the organ-
ization of our senses, We know that when we
have something good to eat, and plenty of it, that
we can satisfy our appetite, and we also know
that we get hungry again; we get sleepy, awake,
snd go about our busisess. The brute beasts
lknow all this, although their sensitive powers are
nol so acute, nor possessed of so extensive a
range, as are those of the human family; their in-
telligence more particularly belongs to the things
of this earti.

The seriptures say that man is created but a lit-
tle lower than the angels, still the great majority
do not know whether there is a God; they do not
even know whether it is of any use to pray to our
Father in heaven, nor whether they have got a
Father there, We do not know how to make a
spear of grass grow on the earth, nor a free, nor
any other kind of vegetation; all this is beyond
our knowledge. They grow, but we do not un-
derstand how., They are produced from the
eiements, but undertake to organize the elements
and make a cucumber grow, and we fail; that is
beyond our knowledge.

Wedo know, by observation, that this earth re-
volves on its axis, that it has its circuit and per-
forms its annnal times. We know, by observa-
tion, that the firmament is fiiled with small, flick-
ering lights. The astronomer says he knows that
many of thoge lights are attualry suns to solar
systems, the same as our sun 18 to us. Ioes
he know that? "Has ha beenthere to see? “No.”
Then he may be deceived; men’s eyes are cften
deceived. They have had their eyes, ears, and all
the other sensitive organs brought to bear upon
a person, and have been positive that they were
conversing with and looking upon him, when at
the same time that person was a hundred miles
from them; they were cerfain that they beard
him speak with their natural ears, yet they were
deceived. So the astronomer may be deceived by
his powerful glasses. Butall the argument in the
world could not make you believe that those
stars, or lights, were not there; you see them.—
Suppose that our optical powers have all been de-
ceived, jusl as they are in some instances. Tiere
i3 plenty of proof that the optic nerve has been
deceived, even throngh a glass, persons suppos-
ing that they saw thinzs waich they, ia reality,
never did see.

Upon nataral principles, leaving out the light of
the Spirit, the -light of revelation, or saying that
there 13 no God, and such being the case, on the
natural philosophy of the natural world and the
natural belief and ideas of those who imbibe deis-
tical prineciples, they do not know whether it 1s
the sun or not that shines upon us; they feel
warm, they think they gee the sun. But if your
optic nerve majl deceive you, so the astronomer
way be degeived. “No,_Ssays he, “I cannot be
deceived,” and this congregation says, “we cannot
be deceived; we know that we hear you preach
tu-day; we see you in the stand to-day, and all
the earth cannot make us believe to the contrary.”
May be you are deceived; “but we cannot be
mistakan in this, we do know that it is certain,”
Suppose that you go home and to-night sleep very
soundly, and that perehance a stupor should come
over you causinz you to forget what has transpired
to-day; I have known such circumstances. Sup-
pose you forget to-morrow what has transpired to-
day in this Tabernacle, and somebody should come
Hlﬂn‘ﬁ and ask you whether you recollected what
br. Brigham said yesterday,you would answer, “1
did not hear him say anything.” - It would be
said, “yon was at the meeting, and 1 saw you.”
You would ask, ““what meeting? I was not at any
meeting.” “Don’t yon recollect of going to
meeting yesterday?”” “No, I do not.” _Did you
ever know a person so forgetful us this? Well, it
is no more strange than much other forgetfulness,
not a particle more.

A child says, “mother, where did you put those
shears, or that ‘tnitﬂng?,nr, what did you do with
your pipe?”* The reply is, “I laid itap.” *“Bat
you must have bad it since.” “Don’t dispute me,
child,”” while all the time she had the pipe in her
mouth. I bring up these small things, to compare
with greafér things. Hava you never laid things
carefully away and entirely forgotten them, and,
when you have accidentally found them, had all
the cireumstances opened to your mind, and said,
“0, I know all about them now, but I have never
before been able to bring them to mind, since the

things were so carefully lasd by?”* That is no
more strange than it is that you shonld forget
what the Lord has done for you fifty years ago;
that is no more strange than it is for you to forget
when your spirits came into your bodies, for you
came here under a covenant to prove yourselves
in a day of darkness, to be frienis of God, an

under a covenant that you would forget every-
thing that had past previous to your coming here.

What do you know? All that you know, aside
from what God has taught you,is not worth
much te you; that I will say on my own respon-

ibility. You know that the sun shines; you can

e the stars shine ia a clear night. You know that
when -yon embraced the gospel of salvation in
England, the State of New York, Vermont, ete.,
yon felt happy; that your hearts were full of joy
aud peace; that you felt as though the heavens
smiled upon you and that all around was glory.
There was no malice, wrath, or root of bitterness
in you, but since then a cloud has come over you,
the vail has been dropped over the vision of your
minds, and you have been left toact for yuurse{ves.
You know all this.

What do you know on natural principles? 1
do not say natural philosophy, because my reli-
gion is natnral philosophy. You never heard me
preach a doetrine but wﬁat has a patural system
(o it, and, when understood, is as easy to compre-
hend as that two and two equal four. All the
revelations of the Lord Almighty to the children
of men, and all revealed doctrines of salvation
are upon natural vrinciples, upon natural philoso- |
phy. When I use this term, [ use it as synonoin-
ous with the plan of salvation; natural philosophy
13 the plan of salvation, and the plan of salva-
tion is natural philosophy. 1 need not say any
more with regard to what you do not know.

I have shown you, by instancing small eirenm-
stances of common ocewrrence, that people are apt
to deny to-day what they knew yesterday;and you
know that you have disputed others with regard to
these little things which have transpired, after the
circumstances counected therewith had escaped
your memory. It is just so with regard to your fe-
hgion. And when youcome to the almighly phil-
osophers, those who think they know so much,
they are in the same dilemma; their optic nerves
and their glasses may all deceive them. Unlessa
person is taught by the principle of eternity, and
13 insured by those prineiples that dwell with the
Gods, he may be in donbt, because it is a doubt-
ful case. All is doubtful, except what comes
flium the Almighty in his revelations to Lis peo-

e,

: [ will now say something about our immizra-
tion this season. In the providences of God,
when understood, you will see that one thing has
a bearing upon another. The providences of God
are nataral prineiples, when they are all under-
stood, but you take a little here and a little there
and you leave the people in mystery and doubt,
and they will say that wonderful things have
taken place, when at the same time yon will find
tl'llal they have all transpired upon natural princi-
ed,
g Previons to the death-of Joseph, he said that
the time would come when the Saints would be
lad {o take a bundle, if they could get one, un-
der their arms and start to the mountains, and that
they would fiee there, and that if they could pick
up a change of linen they would be glad to start
with that, and to go into the wilderness with any-
thing, in order to escape from the destruction that
i8 coming on the inhabitants of the earth. This
we believed, or at least I did; though it seemed
to be pretty hard that people should be obliged to
leave their houses, farms, friends, and comforts
that they had gathered around them, and run from
them all. I am going to take that as a leading
itern for this season. .

We have beenexperimenting. Five companies,
[ think, have come across the plains with hand
carts, and they have come a great deal chea[:er
and better than other companies. 1 believe that
if a company was to try it once with ox teams
and once with hand carts, every one of them
woild decide in favor of the hand carts, unless
they could ride more and be more comfortable
than people generally are with ox teams.

I count the hand cart operation a sunccesaful
one, and there is a lesson in it which the people
have overlooked. Whatis it?7 Let me ask the
sisters and brethren here, what better off’ are you
to-day, than as though youn had started with a bun-
dle under yourarm? You started with an abund-
ance, but have you any oxen, or wagons, or trunks
of valuable clntﬁlng, or money! ‘No.” What have

ou got? Asister says ‘I have the underclothes

wore on the plains, and a dress, and a handker-
chief which I pinned over my head in the absence
of my suu boanets which were worn oat, and I
am here.” Aveyou here? *Yes.' Did yoncome
across the plains? ‘Yes? Do you feel bad?—
‘O, no; 1 feel pretty well.” Now reflect, what
else do we want of you, and what elss do you
went of yourselves?’ ¢Why,’ says one, ‘]l want a
dress and a pair of shoes.” Well, go to work
and earn them, and put them on and wear  them.
‘I want a bonnet.’ Go to work and eara it, and
then wear it, as you used to do.

What do you want hers, but yourselves?—
Nothing, but yourselyes and your religion; that
is all you want to bring here. If you come na-
ked and barefooted, ([ would not eare if you had
naught but a deer skin around you when youn ar-
rive here) and bring your God and your religion,
you are a thousand times better than il you come
with wagon loads of silver and gold and left your
€od behind. Jf I want to take a wife from
among the sisters who came in with the hand
eart traing, [ would rather take one that had noth-
ing, and say to her, I will throw a bucksin
around you for the present; come into my house,
1 have plenty, or, if I have not, I can get a plenty.

Some want to marry a woman because ghe has
got property; some want a rich wife; butl never
saw the day when I would not rather have a poor
woman. I never saw the day that I wanted to
be henpec
[ had marrieda rich wife. 1 asked one of my

ked to death, for I should have been, if|
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point, what did you bring, when you came to me?
‘I brought a shirt, and a dress, and a pair of slip-
pers, and a sun-bonnet,” and she is as high a
ﬁrizhm [ ever gotin my life, and a great deal
igher than many would have been with cart loads
of silver and gold,

The people are what we want. Reflect
about this; and let the Elders, when they go
upon missions, sound this in the ears of the

it, weigh the matter well, and see what else
there is that is in reality good for anything,
but just the saint at the gathering place; let
the saint come, and we have all we can get.

I want you to keep in mind what Joseph
said, that the day would come when the Saints
would be glad to take a bundle under their
arms and gun to the mountains. What else
bave they done this season? Men and women
gtarted with their fine things, they had their
gold and their silver, their flocks and their
herds, and their abundance, but they have
nearly all come here naked and bare footed,
comparatively speaking; thank God for that.
What do I care, if not the first particle of the
property that is left behind is ever gathered up
again? You are situated precisely as we were
when we left Nauvoo, Kirtland, Missouri, &c,
We started naked and bare. If I can only take
myself and my God and my religion, it is all I
want. The heavens are full, the earth is the

| Lord’s, and we have nothing to do but go to

work and organize the elements and get what
we want,

This is the day in which we are to learn, and
to increase in our knowledge. Have we got a
good lesson this time? I think we have. What
13 it? That the saints, when they start from
England, may stop buying their silks and sat-
ing, their ribbons and Ib'lner}'. You cannot
bring them here, unless Providence provides
different for yougthan it did for the immigra-
tion last season. If yon have a fine silk
mantilla, a fine satin dress, fine kid shoes,
a fine lace bonnet, and you say that you
want to carry them to Zion, do as they did
last season. IHere are the poor we had to
bring over. Now.let me tell you that if you
had taken the money you paid to William
Walker to bring out the baggage, and used it
for the gathering of the honest poor, it would
have done some good; but that property is
spoiled, I understand, and I am glad of it.
Much of. it was spoeiled bafore if was taken
from lowa City, or, if it was notithen, it pro-
bably is now. And I expect that the goods
are all spoiled at the Devil’s Gate. Yon will
pardon. me for my abruptness, but I will tell
you what that operation made me think of,
that what you did not leave in hell’s kitchen,
you had to leave at the Devil’s Gate. 1f
you only honor your God and your religion,
the silks and the satins, and the money
you paid ouf for them, may all go to hell
with the balanece. You live your religion
and the promise I make you is that yon shall
have what you want in righteousness, *Then,’
some one may say, “I will have a new dress
to-morrow, if that is it.” Buat will you not
wait, until your patience is well tried? If you
will not, I will make you, if I can. At the
proper time, you will have ail the riches
néed. If youa had riches now, they would do
you no good.

Recollect the text, which is that the time
will come when the Saints will be glad to
catch a bundle under their arms and run to the
monntains. The time has been when they
undertook to come with an abundance, but they
got here with nothing. Take the money that
was laid out for those articles which yon ex-
pected to put on when you came ifto this Tab-
ernacle, and it wonld have more than made a
comfortable fit-out for the companies from the
States. If those articles had been left in the
stores, and you had have taken your sovereigns
and half-sovereigns, and shillings and pence,
you would have had enough to have brought
all the companies over those plains. This is
something that [ want you Elders to think of;
and I want you to thunder it among the peopla,
l;_nng‘ami loud like the thunders of Mount

ihal.

Take the money heretofore spent for useless
articles, and pick up your poor neighbors who
have not the first shilling; make your way to

the United States, and then take a hand cart, ora
Fnod hickory stick between twoand put your
ugzage on it and let the hand cart go, and walk
to Zion.

When you get here, we want nothing “bnt
yourselves, if you have your God and your reli-

Christians here; we have enough poor devils here
now, and half hearted hypocrites, and we do not
want any more of them to comae here. All hell is
boiling over to fill this place with sach poor, mis-
erable characters.

If you bring yourselves, it is all we want.—
Take the money that bought the goods which
have been left on the way, and it would have
brought every soul that came in last season,
without the assistance of the P. E. Fund compa-
ny; and, instead of our paying out fifty or sixty
thousand dollars, that sum would have been sav-
ed. That money would haye made your fit-out
across the plaius, to say nothing asbout what has
been done for you at this end of the route.

Again, we could have taken every soal that has
come in this season with the wagon trains, by the
P. E. Fand, ete., and brought them from Liver-
pool cheaper than we hrought them out of the
snow at this end of the journey, to say nothing of
the hardship and suffering. - Do you not see that
there has been a great outlay that we must save

hereafter ?

I will n{‘tu fhe Saints abroad, if yon can get
some good hickory cloth, or some buackskins, anc
let the sisters make dresses lndtfnrmanil that

family, when in conversation upon this very

cannot be easily torn and that will last till you

Saints; and, if you please, philosophise upon

O1l-

Liverpool, pay your passage across the ocean to

gion with you; bat if you have not them, stay!!
back. We have already got enough huli’ hearted |

387

WW‘WWWWMWWMVW

| get here, and come and bring yourselves, that is
all we want. And for the time to come let the
P. E. Fund money zlone, and let your silks and
satins alone, and take the means you have and
bring yourselves to this place.

The Lord, in his providence, has shown you
and me and the community in this Territory, and
will show to the ‘Peupla in the old conutries, if the
| Elders are faithful, thut they may bid farewell to
bringing their millions’ worth of goods here. If
they bring anything, let them bring their sover-
eigns here; the gold will do them more good hero
than anything else; do not peddle it outin the
world. Get the Lord to send an angel with you;
get his Holy Spirit to travel with you to this
place, and leave sll trash behind.

Li the companies are’composed =qlely of young
females, they may come by tens of thousands, if
they like, for I have never yet seen anything in
this market that can equal the hand cart girls.

I want to see men und women come as [ have
suggested; and I think just as much of them, if
they coma and bring their religion with them, as
though they came with cart louds of gold, silver,
and merchandize.

I wish you to contemplate upon these things;
and I want you to listen to my exhortation in
gpiritual things. Here 1s a people hefora me that
say they are in a reformation; I believe it. There
 Is a good spirit they have now in their possession,
which some have not had for some time.

1 believe that the brethren and sisters are try-
g to do right, to make satisfuction, and to order
their lives better before God and esch other.—
And let me tell you that, when you hava lived a
whole life time, you will find that you have never
righteously had a single liour to® spend for alfy-
thiag except reformation, for an increase of faith,
for a growth in the knowledge of the truth, You
have no time to backslide, nor to spare for the
world. It is God and his kingdom; all thiags
else will be secondary considerations.

[ am happy for the privilege of speaking to you
to-day, and I trust that I shall see you here many
times. I pray for you continunally, and I know
that you pray for me. I do not ask this peo-
ple to pray for me, for 1 have the witness that
there is notan honest heart in this kingdomn but
what is praying for me coutinually, You are
before me always, and my whole desire is for
your welfare and the welfare of the kingdom
of God on the earth. May God bless you.—
Amen,

-5

Wiss vor xo Man’s Wearran.—“1 wish I had
his money,’ said a young, hearty-looking man,
as a millionaire pussed him in the eetreet. And
so has wished mauny a youth before him, who de-
vot's so much time to wishing, that too little is
lalt for working. But never does one of these
draw a comparison between their seversl fortunes.
The rich man®s money looms up like a balloon be-
fore them, hiding uwacounted eures and anxieties,
from which they are free; keeping out of sight
those bodily ills that luxury breeds, and all the
mental horrors of enoui and satiety; the fear of
death that wealth fosters, the jealousy of-life and
love from which it is inseparuble.

Let none wish for unearned gold. The sweat
by which ’tis gnthered is the only sweat by which
it is preserved for enjoyment, for in too literal a
sense is it true, that *’tis eusier for a camel to
pass through the eye of a needle, than for a rich
man Lo enter the kingdom of heavens.”! Wish for
no man’s mouey. The health, and strength, and
freshness, and sweet sleep of youth are yours.—
Young love, by day and night, encircles you.—
Hearts unsoiled by the déep sin of coveteousnues
beat fondly with your own.

None—ghoul-like—"'isten for death tick in your
chamber; your shees have valune in men’s syes—
only when yoa tread in them. The smiles no
wealth gan purchase greet you—living; and tears
that rnrely-cirup un fosewood coffins will fall from
pitying eyes upou you—dying. Be wise in being
conteut with competency. &P’nu have to eat, to
drink, to wear, enough? then have you all the
rich man huth.

What though he fares more sumptuously? He
shortens life—increases pains and aches, impairs
liis health thereby. What if his ruiments ! e more
costly? Geod loves him none the more, and man’s
respect in such regard comes ever mibgled with
| his envy. Nature ia yours in a'l her glory;~her
|ever varying and forever beantiful face smiles
peace upon you. [er hills and valleys, fields ana
flowers, and rocks, and streams, and holy places,
know no desecration in the step of poverty; but
welcome ever to their wealth of beauty—rich und
poor alike.

Be content! The robin chirps na gaily as the
‘gorgdous  bird of Paradise. Less gaudy is his
inmage, less splendid his surroundings. Yet no
| Joy that cheers the Fastern beauty, but comes
upon his barren hills to bless the nest that robin
builds. [is flight is as stroug, his note as gay,
and in his humble home the light of happiuess
shines ull as bright, becauss no envy dims it.

Let ug, then, labor aud-and be stroug—in tha
best use of thut we have; wasting no golden hours
in jdle wishes for things that burden these who
own them, and could not bless us if we had thewn,
as the gifls alréady bestowed by a }Nisdom that
never errs. Being coufent, the poorest man is
rich; while he who counts his millions hath little
j;Iy if he be -otherwise.—[Huut's (New York)
 Merchauts® Maguzine.
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Foourixg n1s Horse —“I engnged,”” says a trav-
eler, “a chaise at Galwny, to conduct -me some
few miles into the country, and had not proceeded
far, when we pulled up at the foot of a hill,and the
driver coming to the door, opened it, Whut are
you at, mun?———tl\in isn't where [ ordered you to
stop” said I. “Whist, your honor, whist!"
ejuculated Paddy, “I'm ouly decaviug the baste.—
If I bang the door he’ll think you're out, and’il
cut up the hill iike a divil.”

a - - -

05" The best thing to give your enemy is for-
giveness,




