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“We have now been in session for
some time. We havelistened to a
great many interesting things as-

ted with the'Church and King-

m of God, We have had also,

_ E the Conference, matters to
reflect upon, pertainjpg to the de-
parture of some of our brethren,
whom we loved and esteemed, They
have been takem away from us and
have “gone intoi another state of

| they map be purified and not cor-

existence, which is all perfectly
right. e have nothing to say par-
ticularly in relation to these mat

"The T.ord has revealed unto us
His holy will. He has by His own
voice, by the opening of thes hea-
vens, by the ministering of holy
angels, restored tous the everlasting
1, that plan that was ordained

y Jehovah before the world rolled
fnto existence, or the morning stars
sang together for joy. Assoeiated
with the gospel He has restored the
Priesthood, which is simply, in a
few words, the rule and government
of God, whether in the heavens or
on the earth. This Priesthood, this
law, this governmaent and these
g;lnoigm have heen communicated

m the heavens, They originated
not with man upon the earth. The
did Iu;;;1 nrigilll]nta with any c!lzurc

pon e earth, or any people, or
:g;nuthurlty. This is the gift of
God to man. This Gospel places man
in communication with God, his
Heavenly Father; this Gospel brin
life and immortality to light; this
Gospel is proelaimed in the interest
of all men in all of the earth;
the Priesthood in connection with

the Gospel has a commission to pro-
claim to all the world, to eve I:;:nn.-
tion, kindred, tongue and

iaa of salvation EOPEE'HE
tions of tgn oarth, and 3t is

different from that which many call
the gospel, whose followers would
mk%.o a:tmy, to defame, to over-
turn and to injure all humanity who

opposed to them, and to their|jstence, he talks understandingly on |among men.

fews and feelings. God feels
interested . in the welfare

’“d fthiut'h_irhule hlﬁmag flmt.L
d for e has es
ed pringgl‘espm;

exist in the heavens--a Gos-
gﬂmnm prevailed among the

ds in the eternal worlds, contain-
ing principles whichi are calculated
to . elevate, ennoble and exalt the
human family, The principles are
al as the Gospel itself is eter-
y and a8 the love of God was
anifested in - former times by the
ving of His Son for the redemp-
of the world, se the good
d is extended in the last
to bless, fo elevate and to dig-

are in possession of these prin-
clples are in possessionn not only of
the love of God, but of the love of
man; and will seek, by every means
in their power, aided by the Spirit of
God, and that light, love and intelli-
gence that dwells in His bosom, to
spread these sacred principles and
to save ), if possi‘l]},])a almost cen-
trary to their own will. It isa mis-
taken notion, let me say here, that
mmm entertain, that because
men te us,we must persecute
them; that because men would
proscribe us in our religious faith,
we must proscribe them In theirs,
There is no such principle associated
with God or with those who dwell
in the love of God, or who are actu-

ated by the Spirit of God. Every-| mani
thing of that kind proceeds from |live but those who have lived. We

beneath and not from above. God is
interested In the welfare of all peo-
ple, all nations, all kindreds, and all

8 ﬁf all ﬂm?:ﬁand lrowever nar- | help.
row and con men may be in
Shpie kieas. F15 cali afford to- 1ot Kt | ings

rain descend on the evil and the
good, and cause His sun to shine on
the just and on

er the influ-
which Gospel,

when re obeyed, imparts
the Holy and which Huly
Ghost takes of the things of God

and shows them unto us. He has
ga us together here in this
&ce and in this land, in- order that

may be more fully instructed in 1

His Jaw, for men are not acqguainted

few men upon the face of the
earth believe in revelation from
God. They believe in their own
theories and notions and ideas snd
principles, but they know nothing
about “Thus eaith the Lord,” as
men used o do when they had the
Gospel; and wherever the Gospel ex-
ists, there exists with it a know-
Jedge of God and of the laws of life.
God has committed to us the ‘~espel
and the High Priesthood, which is
not intended, as some suppose, to
bring men into bondage or to tyran-
nize over the consciences of men,
but to make all men free as God is
free; that they may .drink of the
streams “whereof shall make glad
the city of God;” that they may
be elevated and not debised; that

rupted; that they may learn the
laws of life and walk in them, and
not walk in the ways of corruption
and go down to death, Jeremiah |
tells us that the Lord rays, “I will
take you one of a city and two of a
family and I will bring you to Zion;
and I will give you pastors accord-
ing to mine heart, which shall feed
you Ei th knowledge and understand-
ing.

We have learned this, that God
lives; we have learned that when
we call upon Him He hearscu
prayers; we have learned thatitis
the hai’ght of human happiness to
fear God and observe His laws and
keep His commandments; we have
learned that it is a duty devolving
upon us to try and make all men
happy and intelligent, which hap-
piness and intelligence can only be
obtained through obedience to the
laws of God. It is in Him that we
trust. We are not so much con-
cerned about the destiny of this
kKingdom as some ple think we
are. God is interested in it, the
holy angels are interested it it, the
ancient Patriarchs and Prophets
and men of God who have lived in
other ale interested in it, and
in the -councils of heaven it was

that this kingdom should be |
established; it is according to the
word and will and eternal designs of
Jehovah. And as He called men

in other dagu He has fg]le-d them in
these uays, anua 1Als iesthand ad.
minieters in the earth and in the
heavens. And when Brother Moses

Thatcher talks about a man being

called, having finished his course
here, to go into another state of ex-

that
everlastin

der of Melchisedec, and it adminis-

come upon mount Zion, How can
a man be a savior if he saves nobody?
And how can they save unless God
show them how? How c¢an they
build Temples unless they have a
knowledge of the work in which
they are engaged? And how- can
they administer in these Temples

| unless God instruets them? They

cannot do it; we cannot o it; no-
body can do it; and tiierefore it is
necessary that we rhould all the
tilhe be under the guidance and di-
rection of the Almighty, tor without
Him we can do.nothing.

The reports that we hear concerng
ing the Temples .that are being
built are very interesting. We hear
they have placed the roof on theone
in Cache Valley; in Manti, they are
progressing with another very fa
vorably, and the people all around
in those districts are contributing
and aiding all they can ijor the ad-
vancement of the work, and then
with the one already built, there
will soon be two and three and then
four Teraples in operation for the la-
bor in which we are engaged. Some
people I know will say it is is a very
poor speculation, a very singular
kind of a‘religion. Yet we are
carrying out the counsel of God, for
all these things are derigned by the
Almighty and emanate from Him,
And if wedie what then? We shall
live and reign throughout etermity,
worlds without end, and we know
it. Therefore we are satisfled ag to
the work in whi:ch we are eugni‘ed
It is ail right.

I say to the brethren and all who
are engaged in this labor, [ say God
bless you, and it you could hear the
voices above you would hear loud
cries of “Amen:’”’ for all heaven is
interested in the work in whieh we
are engaged; and whatever other
men may think asbout th:se things,
we know what we are doing, and
we shall {ry, in ithe name of the
Lord, and under His guiduance and
direetion, to build up his Zion upon
the earth; that that there may be a
phalanx of people that God will
acknowlgdge, a phalanx of
people  that will bow to
the Lehests of Jehovah; a phalanx
of people in whom the heavens are
interested; a people who are engaged
in rolling forth the work of God,and
establishing not only the Chureh o
Chrisi, but His Zion and the King-
dom of God upon the earth.

This is a work that is not

popular
They want their

point. This Priesthood is an |ideas, their theories, and their no-
Priesthood, as was the | tions; we want the ideas and theo-
s | Pries of Jesus, after the or-|ries, the word snd will;, and the

guidance and direction of the Al-

pon the earth|ters im time and in eternily.|mighty; and if we are connected

This gnstﬁol brings us Into commu-| with His kingdom, if there is such a

nion wi

God our HeaevnlyFather, | thing, or ever will be such a thing
with Jesus the Mediator of theNew | as the Kingdom of God u

pon the

Covenant,with the general assembly | earth, it m<ans the rule and govern-
and church of the First Born; and | ment of God.

while they are © ting there, we

Peradventure some will say, “We

are operating here. For this reason | won’t let you do it.” Now, don’t
we are building our Temples and ad- | stop the Lord, will you? No matter
ministering in them, and thete are | about the theories, ideas and notions

things

rts of the Territory.

ted to ua in this matter.
nothing vague or vitionary

that I wish to speak a little|of men, Ged has eommitted to us
ness of | upon to you Latter-day Saints who | certain principles, and by the
days to|are assembled here from the various | of God we mean to earry

help
them out,

ave, It is not an | In doing this it devolves upon us to
a] the human family. And those | jdle phantom that has been presen- | send the Gos -+
0

pel to ever creature un-

There is | der heaven, and for this we have a
about it; | First Presidency; for this we have

we are dealing with sober, serious, |the Twelve Apostles; for this we

solemn facts.

Elijah it was prophe- | have some geventy times seventy of

sied should'comeand turn the hearts | Seventies; for this we have several

he hearts of the children to the fa-
thers. That prophesy has been
fulfilled, and while millions and
myriads of the human family haval
died without a knowledge of the
Gospel, we are instructed what our
duty is towards them; and while
we are engaged in building Tem ples
and administering therein both for
the living and the dead, the ever-
lasting Priesthood in the heavens

He is the father of the| also

uced the gos- | law, and we are
eis gathering | the same. God has been pleased to |

with God by revelation anywhere
else to my knowledge.

e

Very |

are engaged in operating in the
same way in the interests of all hu-
ty, not only those who now

Rreed, it is true, the assistance and
idance of the Almighty, and the
oly Priesthood behind the wall
requires our assistance and our
Paul, who understood these
said “that they without us
should not be made perfect,” and
we without them cannot be made
ect, They in their day had ob-
ained a knowledge of God and His
rmitted to oblain

restore the same principles and to
place us in communion with Him
and them. Hence, while they are
operating in the heavens we are
operating here upon the earth. We
build Temples and sadminister in
them. They are attending to thos
who have died without a knowledg
ot the Gospel and who will commv
nicate from time to time with us*
show us our duty.

It is written that saviors :lia

|

of the fathers to the children and | thousand High

: .u.-'i-.. sisler Im n 'l"u.—.mpla if thﬂ}' hﬂd
vue, and lurther, we should net

riests; for this we
have some eight or ten thousand
Elders, and God has called us to.do
His work, and by the help of Ierael’s
God we will do it in the name of the
Lorgy and let all Israel say, Amen,
(The vast congregation respounded,
“Amen.”) These are our feelings
on that subject. And let the
Twelve, let the Beventies, Jjet the
High Priests, and let the KElders
work up to the dignity and impor-
tance of their calling, and feel that
they #are under command, as the
servants ol God, to do His will in
spreading the gospel of life and »al-
vation to the nations of the earth,
The world will hate you. No matter
—they hated your master before
you. They persecuted Him before
they persecuted you. He endured
it; we will try to.

What then? We will g0 on
building our Temples, and when we
have built them we will administer
in them according to the word of
God. And who else knows this or-
der but us? ILet the Latter-day
Saints buiid these Templesand hand
them over to the divines of the
world and what would they
do? Why, all they would do
would be to quarre! about theoclogy.
What do they know about the ordi
nances of the gospel? Nolhing.
What do they know about salvation
for the living and the dead? Noth-
ire, oy wonld not know how to

know if God had not shown us how.
We are dependent upon she Lord;
but we have our friends, as I have
said, behind the wvail. They have
the same Priesthood which we have,
and they are operating in our inte-
rests and it is that which frequently
cperates among men now, gilent]
working when they know nothing
aboutit. They rage in many in-
stances, and foam and get up reso-
lutiens; generally very religious peo-
ple. Well, it was that class of peo-
ple that persecuted Jesug and His
disciples; they thought they were
unfit to live. What of it? Do you
hate them? No. Would fI injure
any of them? gNo, they are injuring
themselves, Enows, ten thou-
sand times more than [ could do.
Any man who departs from the
principles of right; any man who
tramples ugon human rights and
human liberty; men who cannot al-
low other men to worship God ac-
cording to the dictates of their own
conscience, are in a deplorable con-
dition; they are fast going back to
barbarism; and it is necessary that
God should introduce principles to
lift man above these groveling ideas,
We can look upon all mankind as
our brethers, and can try to benefit
and elevate the human race, This
is the mission that God has given us
to attend to—first, in regard to reli
gious matters, and alterwards to po-
litical matters, that all mnen may en-
joy perfect freedom in every respect,
not in name, not in theory only,but
in reality.
| find that time is passing. We
scarcely have time in our assem-
blages to attend to things and talk
about principles that we would like
to. There are len thousand things
present themselves before my mind
that I would like to Jay before this
congregation; but we have not time,
We shall have to take these things
by degrees, little by little, line upon
line, precept upon precept.
| There is one thing I wish to speak
about here politically. “What do
| you think about the government of
the United States,’” some people say.
“What are your opinions?” I will
tell you what I think about the Con-
stitution. I have just the same
opinion of it that Joseph Smith had,

and ke said it wes given by inspira-
tion of God. The men did not know
this who wrote it; the meu did not
know it who adopted it; neverthe-
less it is true. There is an embodi-
ment of principles contained

therein that are calculated to
bless and benefit mankind,
‘“What do you think ahout

the government of the United States
as & governmeni? 1 think it'is a
good deal ahead of most govern-
s nts, but I think the administra-
tors are apostatizing very fast from
the principles that the fathers of
this nation instituted. It has be
come quite a question now-a-days
whether men can be preserved in
their rights or not, whether men

can worzhip God according to the |

dictates of their conscience or not,
or whether we are -living in
a land of freedlom or not,
What is the matter? Why. they
are like the religionists. How is it
with them? hey profess to be-
lieve the Bible. They do believe it
shut, but when you open it they
deny it. The people of this nation
proless to believe in the Constitu-
tion. They do until it comes to be
applied to the people and then they
do not. That is perhaps too broad a
saying; but I will say there are
many who feel like this—not all by
|a long ways. There are thousands
and teus of thousands who are Im-
bued with the same prineciples as
were the framers of the Constitu-
tion, and who desire to see human
freedom perpeiuated. The princi-
ples of freedom and the love of hu-
man liberty have not guite died out
of the hearts of all men in these
United States. There is a respecta-
ble balance in fivor of liberty and
freedom and equal rights., But there
are others—why they tal: some-
times about our polygamy until you
would think from what these open-
mouthed people say, that we are
the most ecorrupt peopleon the face
of the earth. I could say something
about them if I wanted to talk., 1
would say here that we respect fams-
ily virtue, and w: protect virtue
among us. We associate with our
families upon principles that have
been orcamed of God and sanction-
ed by Him in the different ages of
the world. And then we are true to
our covenants, while they profe-s to
be true to theirs and violate them
and disgrace and corrupt them-
selves. God save us from their in-
famies! Do not follow after their
example. What have we scen of men
here right in our city seut to evan-
gelize us?—seducing females when

y | by.

churches, ete.,, and talk about
the impurities of the ‘Mormons!”
This is not a very good way to evan-
gelize people nor to exalt them; it
does not produce a love of those en-
nobliag principles which all honor-
able men ought to be governed
We would say en in
regard to religionists — if you
profess a religion be true to it; if you
profess to believe in the Bible when
shut believe it when open and prac-
tice its principles.,s We would say to
men that profess so much loyalty
and patriotism to the government,
be true to your institutions, be true
to the Constitution ef the United
States, a.. we say to all our people
to be true to the same. We expect
the Latter-day SBaints to be so, and
to be subject to law, to avoid law-
leseness of every kind and the in-
terference with men’s rights in any
shape. Let all men worship asthey
please. That is a matter for their
own conscience, it is not for us to
dictate. Let all men be free in their
business relations that in all things
we may feel that we are performing
our part as citizens of the United
States and citizens of the Church
aund Kingdom ef God upon theearth;
aud if other people can afford to tra-
duce us, we can scarcely afford to
tell the truth about them, I might
talk about thousands of things that
I am acquainted with that I know as
well as 1 am standing here; but we
will leave them to their master, If
they choose evil let them choose it.
We talk sometimes about the influ-
enee of saloons, of whisky and beer,
and all these kind of th . Can-
not you Latter-day Saints let them
alone? If you cannot you are not fit
to be Latter-day Saints and you will
not be so long. If the world choose
to wallow in these things, let them
wallow. But would an elder in
Israel and a saint of God disgrace
himself by being found in such
dens? Yes, many have, butthey have
got to repent and turn round a short
corner and purge themselves from
these Lhings, or they will be severed
from the Church and Kingdom of
(God, and they will have no associ-
ation among us. We are after
truth and after righteousness, and
let us, as we have been exhorted,

1 maintain our purity and our virtue,

and if others introduce corruption
among us, let them alcne, let them
take their own course, but “O my
soul!, come not thou into their se-
cret; unto their assembly, mine
honor, be not thou united.” Ye Lat-
ter-day Sainis purge yourselves from

in;quuy 1';]&:.::11;11)Ei speak  the truth,
ac estly, pure and virtu
an nor God and o

) . your ealling,
God will honor you, but if yﬁua?lg

not you will be speedily rooted out.
'here is a day of reckoning rast
coming. God is beginning to trcuble
the nations of the earth and these
things will grow and increase, and
it is time for you Elders of Israel to
be on the side of right, te depart
from evil, to cleave to the truth, to
work l‘ig’hte““ﬂnﬂm and to hu;mr
God. God expects it ot you, the

holy angels expect it of you, and if

you do not leave your evils you can
have mo place with the Saints of
‘Fod on theearth or in the heavens.

As 1 before said, we have not time
to enter into all these matters. You
have had a good deal of useful in-
struction., lLet us profit by it and
honor our God. And I say God bless
all men who Jove the truth, whether
here or anywhere el:e; God bless a!l
men who maintain human rights
and freedom; and God confound the
opposers of tﬁm principies every -
where. These are my principles

and feelings. We want nothing
like communism, or nihlism, or any

of the outrageous infamies that are
beginning to vex and perplex the
nations. Yet thege thinl;: ‘I;'ﬂl roll
on until it will be a vexation to hear
the reports thereof, and unless this
nation s ily turns round God’s
hand will be upon them; unless they
speedily adhere to the principles of
equal rl%l:;ts and freedom,
He will after them. Now,
you can set that down if you
like and see whether it will come

to pass or not. I eay, then, God
hless every lover of right, whether

among this people or where else,
and God bless the ru]:;ynf this land
who rule in righteousness, and God
remove those who do not (Amen).
And let us honor our God and our
religion and adhere to the principles
of truth. God will stand by us, and
the glory of God will rest upon us
and no power this side of hell can
hurt us if we be followers of that
which is good.

[ ask the blessing of my Heaven-
ly Father to be upon this congrega-
tion, upon all Israel who love the
truth and all men everywhers = |
are desirous to do right a... k..

they could, and then go into courts,

the commandments of God, in tuc
name of Jesus. Amen.



