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whereas there are many subjects
f affecting alike all the states and territ-

ories represented upon this floor not
immediately connected with the great
subject of the artificial fertilization of
landjana by irrigation therefore

resolved that the industrial commer-
cial agricultural and financial develop-
ment of the states and territories west of
the missouri river be made the special
order of business for consideration in
committee otof the whole on thursday af-

ternoonIJ at 2 until the adjourn-
ment of the convention

tenth your committee further recorecom-
mends

in
that all resolution i offered to this

convention shall be in writing and shall
first be read by the secretary of the con-

ventionven tion and that all motions shall be
submitted in writing on demand of the
chair

eleventh your committee recom-
mends that all papers and essays offered
to be read in this convention shall first be
submitted to the board of vice presidents
for their consideration and shall be read
only upon their recommendation to that
effect

signed by all members of the commit-
tee present

HENRY BLACKMAN oregon
W W PARDEE colorado

V WILLIAM HINTON wyoming
0 S TRIPLET kansas
E 0 idaho
S D GRAVES nebraska
0 P CHISHOLM montana
C W IRISH nevada
J 0 ARMSTRONG utah
W H MILLS california

correct 0 W IRISH president of the
committee

attest W F PERKINS secretary

the following resolution was also
submitted by the committee on order
of bustbusinessnese

resresolvedalved that all persons reported to
the convention by the committee on cre-
dentialsdenti als as accredited delegates shall be
entitled to participate in all thuthe debates
and other proceedings of the convention
but the final adoption of any resolution
memorial or authoritative expression of
this convention shall be by call of the
states and territories represented here
MCIand upon such final vote no state or ter-
ritory shall be entitled to eastcast more than

3 thirty votes and the affirmative and
negative votovot of any state or territoryTerriterritorytor
answering to roll call shall be announceannounced
bbyy the chairmen of the various delega-
tions

the report was adopted and a com-

mittee named to escort the president
to the chair

PRESIDENT WRIGHT
on assuming his place on the plat

form president wright said
gentlemen of this congress 1I need

not tell you that I1 esteem my promo-
tion to this position of chairman of this
congresssongress as a very great honor I1

am deeply impressed with its im-

portancearts nce I1 believe it to be a pioneer
a movement which is almost

wwithoutout parallel in importance
Bsystemsystems of irrigation have beenbee
developed in the various states anand
territories which are serving a very
good purposeee and which have met the
great end of developing large aretoareas of
territoryarri tory so as to make them worth
millions where formerly they were
worth but thousands but this is com-
parativelyively a new movement it hitshas
no forerunner it tois an entirely new
rnomovement in many respects in the
gret place we are outlining a policy to
be pursued with reference to the sogo

leftcalledlied arid public lands of all the
states and territories it means more

in the states and territories there has
been granted to individuals and corpo-
rations the right to go bof the various
streams and to construct canals and to
divert waters and to apply them to
the lands for which they were intend-
ed but this is more it is first the
adoption of a policy by the united
states governgovernmentment with respect to the
aridand lands within these states and
territories but that isia only a small
portion of the programme which is to
be carried out and we cannot expect
here it seems to me to develop this sys-
tem in its entirety we are only seek-
ing as I1 understand it here at this
congress tto outline a plan and policy
which shall be submitted to the gen-
eral government for its adoption that
I1 understand to be the purpose of our
meeting here that we shall advise the
general government with respect to a
course to be pursued with reference to
the arid public lands within the states
and territories now that is but a
small portion of the work which is in
prospect the adoption of the wisest
and bestbeat system of irrigation for the
irrigation of these lands when once
this general feature has been attended
to is the next stop to be considered
ardaad that it seems to me tois one of the
most important anat can possibly be
addressed to the human mind we
have within these various states and
territories a domain of arid lands
which are well capable of supsupportingq a
greater population than is nowBOW living
east of the mississippiippi river now that
is an astonishing statement and yet
the slightest examination will prove it
to betruebe true in outlining a policy then
which is to govern this vast new em-
pire about to be created I1 believe this
to be the pioneer step out of which
must grow the greatest results to this
government the irrigation of these
arid public lands of the states and
territories

there must firstbrat then be this recom-
mendationmen dation to the general government
as to the policy to be pursued by it as
to the manner in which this cession or
public lands may be madei fatat all and
there may be difficulty in convincingunconvincing
the congress of thothe united states that
this policy of ceding to the states and
territories these public lands within
the various states and territoriesoriss that
may work such magnitude is the best
policy that is something that this
convention ought to considerr maturely
because the subject when presented
there will be presented to men who
have never given it any thought
whatever or nearly so there arare0
some of course from this coast who
have given it mature consideration
but there are others who have never
given it the slightest consideration andand
when it comes to the proposition of
cedingcod I1 ng so many millionsin allioillio no of acres to the
various states and territories it may
meet with determined opposition it
seems to me shelbtho the plan to be
made and carried out and the course
to be pursued with reference to these
arid lands when it comes to the point
of their being ceded to the various
states and territories ought to be very
maturely considered and those who
may have this subject in hand and
who may go before the congress of the
united states with this proposition
and seek to have it carried out in
accordance with the views of chisconthis con-
gress it seemsseems to me have a very im

work in band and one in the
preparation of which they ought to
have the advice of this congress after
the mamatures consideration and delib-
erationera tion now that is the first steptostep to
be taken

then there is the further step if you
please when once the government hasbaa
been convinced that it is thethertistbest policy
to cede these public lands to the vari-
ous states and territories for the
purpose of reclaiming them and de-
velopingve loping them that is of outlining
a plan by which the irrigation of
these lands way be effected I1 do not
know that this convention will care to
undertake that important work prob-
ably as much as they will desire to un-
dertake is simply to outline a plan and
policy for the general government upon
which these lands shall be ceded to the
various states and territories it has
now come to be generally acknowl-
edged that the benefits of irrigation are
so great as to bebb beyond any question
in all the great west the benefits offof
a system of irrigation have been doBO

firmly established as to be beyond fur-
ther question and the fact that this
great domain the public lands may be
developed into an empire of untold
importance tois one which will be con-
ceded upon the bare statement of the
facts we are all prepared we all
came here with that conviction we be-

lieve that to be true it will not be
necessary for us to discuss the propo-
sition as to the benefits of irrigation
we all came here convinced of its
superlative benefit to the country and
we are therefore prepared to go on from
that step to consider the ways and
means by which it may be bestbeat accom-
plishedshed

now it seems to me that right here
at the very basis of our work after we
dispose of the proposition if we can do
so of how best to advise the general
government with respect to theoe
landsland there comes up the further im-
portantPO question andand one which ought
to be considered to some extent at least
by this congress of how bestbeat to irrigate
these lands how devise a
system that may be successfully ap-
plied in the development of these lands
by irrigation it seems tometo me that this
isia one of the nicestme 8 important features
which might well be considered by
this congress

I1 think you will not expect an ex
tendtendeded speech from me at this time
tbthiss honor came entirely unexpected
and without solicitation I1 assure
you and while I1 have not had much
experience governing the delibera-
tions of bodies like this I1 shall crave
your indulgence and your assistance SMas
we proceed with the work of this
congress I1 and hope that we may get
along harmoniously and successfully
with the great work before us I1 thank
you gentlemen applause

the selecting of the committee on
platform and resolutions was the next
in order and it was agreed that the
committee should be composed of one
member from each state and territory
represented the members to be named
by the respective delegations foll-
owing is the committee

oregon J F johnson new mexico
will hall texas morgan
jonjones utah judge C C good-
win stabnevadaads francis newlandsnewland
wyoming elwood mead nebraska

i james B stephenson montana hon


