Wheroas, There are many subjecis
affecting nlike all 1he States and Terri-
tories ropresented -upon this floor not
immediately conpected with the great
snbijset of the artificial fertilization of
land by irrigation; therefore,

Resolved, That the industrial commer-
¢ial, ngricultural and financiz! develop-
ment of the States and Territories west of
the Miggouri river be mads the special
order of business for consideration in
committee of the whole on Thuraday af-
ternoon at 2 o’clock, nntil the adjourn-
ment of the eonvention.

Tenth: Your commities further recom-
mends that all resolutiona offered to thia
convention shall be in writing, and shall
firat be read by the secretary of the con-
vention, nod that all motions shail be
submitted in writing on demand of the
hair.
¢ Eleventh: Your commiitee recomn-
mends that all papers and essays offered
to be read ia this convention shall rst be
submitted to the board of vice-presidents
for their consideration and shall he read
only upon their recommendntion to that
effect. |

Signed by all members of the commit-
toe present.

HESNRY Bracivan, Oregon.
W. W. PARDEE, Colorado.
WiLLray HivtoN, Wyoming.
Q. 8. TRirreT, Kansas.
E. ¢. HELFICH, 1daho.
8. D. Graves, Nebraska.
0. P. On1sHOoLM, Montana.
C. W. Imsnu, Nevadn. .
J. C. AnMaTnoxa, Ulnh.
W. H. Minis, Calltfornia.
Correct: C. W. Inisg, President of the
Committes.
Attest: W. F. PERKINS, Secrotary.

The following resoiution was alsp
gubmitted by the commltiee on order
of busineas:

Resolved, Thatnll persouns reported to
the convention by the commitice on ore-
dentials ne accredited delegates shall be
entitled to partie(iipu.le in all the debates
and other proceedings of the convéntion,
but the final adori»:ion ol any resolution,
memorial or nuthoritative expression of
this convention shal!l be by call of the
States and Territories represented here,
and upon such finsl voto no Stats or Ter-
ritory shall be ontitled to cast more than
thirty votes, and the afirmatlve and
negative voie of any Siate or Territory
angwering to roll call aball be anncunoced
by the chailrmen of the various delega-
tions.

The report was adopted and a com-
mittee named to eacort the president
to the chair.

PRESIDENT WRI1GHT.

On assumlng his place on the plat-
" form President Wright sald:

Gentlemen of this Congress:—I need
not tell you that I esteem my promo-
tion to this pusition of chairman of this
congress a8 R very great honor. |
am deeply lmpressed with its im-
portance. [ Lelieve it to be a ploneer
gtep in n movement which is almost
without parallel in Importance.
Bystems of irrigution Liave been
developed in the various Btates and |
Territories which are perviug a very
good purpoee, and which have met the
great end of developing large areas of
Territory, 80 88 1o make them worth
millious, where forroerly they were
worth but thousande; but this i com-
paratively & new movement. It hus
no forerunner; It is an entirely new
movement in many respects. In the
firet place we are outlining a poliey to
be purrued with reference to the so-
calied arid puhblic lande of all the
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In the States and Territories there has
been granted to individuals and eorpo-
ratlons the right to go to' the various
staeams and to construct canals and to
divert waters and to apply them to
the !lands for which they were intend-
ed, but this is more. It is, firat, the
adoption of n policy by the Uuited
States governiuent with respect to the |
arid lapde within these Biates and
Territories. But that is only a small
portion of the programme which s to
be carried out, and we cannot expect
here, 1t seems to me, to develop this sys-
tem in its entirety. Woe are only peek-
ing, a8 I underatand It, hereat thia
congress, té uutline a plan and policy
which shal] be submitted to the gen-
eral government for its adoption. That
[ understand to be the purpose of our
meeting here, that we shall advire the |
general government with respect to a
course to be pursued with reference to
the arid public lands within the States
and Derritoriee. Now, that s but
small portion of the work which s in
prospect. The adoption of the wisest
and best system of irrigation for the
irrigation of theee lande, when once
this genera) feature has been attended
to, is the next step to be consideres,
and that. it seems to me, is one of the
most important t8at can possibly be
addressed to the human mind. We
have within these various Btates and
Territories a domain of arid lands
which are well capable of supporting a
greater population than is mow Jiving
east of the Missiasippi river. Now that
is an astonisking statement, and yet
the slightest examination wili prove it
to be true. In outlining a policy, then,
which is to govern this vast new em.
pire about to be oreated, [ believe this
to be the pionger step cutof which
must grow the greatest results to this
governmeni—the lrrigation of these
arid public lande of the Btates and
Territories.

There must first, then, be this recom-
mendation to the general government
a8 to the policy to be pursued by it, as
to the manner in which this cession or
publie Janys may be made,if at all; and
there may be diffieulty in convincing
the Congress of the United Btates that
this policy of eeding to the States and
Territories these public Jands withlnl
the various Btates and Territoriss, that
may work such maguitude, ia the best
policy. That is something that this
convention ought to consider maturely,
becauze the subject wheu presented
there will be presented to men who
have npever given it any thought
whatever, or nearly so. There are
some of course from this coasl who
have given it mature consideration,
hut there are others who have uever
given It the slightest conrideration; and
when it comes to the proposition of
ceding so many milllons of acres to the
varipus Btates and Territories it may
meet wilh determined opposition. It
seems fo me th the plan to be
made and carried out, and the course
to be pursued with refyrence to these
arid iands, when it comes to the point
of their belng ceded to the variocus
Btates and . Territories, ought to be very
maturely coneidered, nnd those who
may have this subject in hand and
who may go before the Congress of the
United, Staten witb this propositiou
upd seek to have it earrled out in
accordance with the views of this con-

States and Territories. It means more,
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portant work in hand nnd one in the
Eraparatlon of which they ought to

ave the advlce of this congress after
the maturest consideration and delib-
eration. Now that is the first step to
be taken.

‘Then there is the further step, iIf you
piease, when once Lhe governwmeut has
beenconviuced that it is the best policy
to cede these public lands to the var-
ous States and Territories for thes
purpose of reclaiming them and de-
veloping them, that is of outlinlng
n plan by which the irrigation of
these iands ray be eflected. do not
know that this convention will care to
undertake that important work. Prob-
ably as much as they will desire to un-
dertake is simply to outline a pianand
policy for the general government upon
which these lands shall be ceded to the
various States and Territories. It bas
now come to be generally acknowl-
edged tbat the benefits of irrigation are
ap great as to he beyond any question,
in all the great West. The benefits oft
a Aystero of irrigation have been so
firmly estahlished as to be beyond fur-
ther question; and the fact that this
great domain, the public lJands, may be
developed Into au empire of untold
importance, is one which will be con-
ceded upon the barestatement of the
facts, We are anll prepared—we all
came here with that conviction, we be-
lieve that to be true. It will nol be
pecessary for us to discuss the propo-
gition as to the benefits of irrigation.
We all came here convinced of its
superlative benefit o the country, and
we are therefore prepared to go onfrom
that step to copsider the waye and
means by which it may be best accom-
plished.

Now, it seems to me that right here
at the very basis.of our work, after we
diepose of the proposition, if we cando
so, of how best to adviee the general
government with respect to theee
lande, there ¢comes up the further jm-
portant question, And one which oughit
to be conridered tosome extent, at least
by Lhis congress,.of how best to irrigate
these lands—how best "to devise a
systermi that may be successgiully a
giied in the development ot these landa

y lrrigation. [t peemsto me thatthis
is one of the m¢e% important features
which might well be considered by
this congress. .

I thiok you will not expect nu ex.
tended speech from me at this time.
This honor came entirely unex pected
and without solicitation, I assure
you, and while I have not had much
experience governing the dellbera-
tions of bodies like this, I sball crave
your indulgence and your asslstance as
we proceed with the work of this
congress, and hope that we may get
along bharmoniously and succeessfully
with the great work before us. I thank
you, gentlemen, [Applause.]

The selecting of the commitiee on
Platform and- Resclutions was the next
in order, and it was agreed that the
committes should be coinposed of cne
member from each Btate and Territory
represented, the members to be named
Ly the respective delegativne. Fol-
lowing s the commitfee:

QOregon, J. F. Johnson; New Mexico,
Wil Hall Poore: Texae, Morgan
Jonet; Utah, Judge C. . Good-
win; Nevada, Francis Newlande;
Wyoming, Elwood Mead; Nehraska,
James B. Btephienton; Montana, Hon.



