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~ Can be honored by the wise.

Worthless is the man and woman
Who life’s plainest duties shirk;
- Hardly can we count him human
Who despises honest work.

Ignorance and vain assurance,
Indolence and haughty pride, =
Cannot sense that brave endurance—

Work and dignity’s allied.

Selfish ease ignores the counsel
Of th' adviser, wise and true:
¢Whatsoever work thou findest,

feek with all thy might to do.”

Honest work! the world it blesses
With results so good and grand;

Sclence owes its great successes
To the Jab'rer's willing hand.

Was this thriving earth abandoned
Unto sham gentility,

'Reft of all the honest workers, -

What & wocful world ‘twould bel =

: Farry Hivnn WOODMANSEE.
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PRESIDENT JORN TAYLO

At the Semi-Annual Conference,
Tuesday ajternoon, April 9, 1878

REPORTED BY GEO. ¥. GIBDS,
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IT has been very properly remarked
that weare beeomin§ a great people,
and there are a great many interests
of a temporal, as well as of a spirit-
ual, nature that must necessarily be
, attended to—in fact it has been so
_contemplated from the beginning.
We talk sometimes of earthly
things: at "other times we spea
heavenly things. Sometimes we
speak of things pertaining to time,
and at other times of things pertain-
ing to eternity. We have to do
vith both or we could not have
been here. And being here it is

proper we should come to aright

understanding in regard to the posi-
tion we occupy, and especially that

we should comprehend our duties

relating to our temporal atfairs and
by acting truthfully, honorab _and
conseientiously a s$0 much an-

noyance, trouble, litigation and
ﬁ%ﬁl& that so frequently exists,
In relation to the gospel of the Son
of God, it gives ‘us information per-
“taining to our existence and to our
-general relationship God and to
-each other, pointing out our various
- duties and responsibilities. Associated
-with it is a priesthood which among
~other things is to promulgate the
~will of to the ends of the earih;
it has taught us prineciples pertain-

“ing to our fut.ure'f th in relation to
th

ce,

the living and the dead, relative to
the present, t and future., We
“falk a great deal about our gospel,

about our spiritual affairs; we have
-wour chureh organized according to
certain \grlnciplea associated there-
~with. e have a priesthood organ-
g_tim;.embming our Stake orang-
“izations; we have .
tions  pertaining cta;.nllth hm&l
» things, if you may so em, an
_also for temporal things, for we have
“to do both with time and with eter-
nity, both with earthly and with
eavenly things, and consequently

_ _itisnecessary we should be interested

‘in'all. " When we reflect upon our
.-position, there is something peculiar
_associated with it. At first the El-
ders of this Church were told
to go forth and preach the
“gospel to every creature; then
they - were instruﬂtetf oS
gather together those who believed.
According to the scriptures, “I will
_take you one of a city, and two of a

/ family, and I will bring vou te Zion,

And I will give you pastors aecord-
ing to mine heart, which shall feed
you ' with knnw]’edge and under-
standing.” Weare gathered together;
but being gathered togzether there is
something more than spirituality as-
. sociated with our exgtence.' We
brought our bodies with us when
we came, and we necessarily have
. to eat and drink and to have houses
to live in, ete.; in faect, we require
the common necessarigs of life just
as much as any other peeple. And
then, if we have children, as Bisho

Hunter says, ‘““there are none o
them born with shoes and stock-
ings;” but these things have to be
provided.  Furthermore,
?themd rether, we necessarily
orm a mlitlc, if you please,
. and we cannot help ourselves if we
- would; but we do not want to. We
€|
of the nation we areassociated with; |

for being here and finding our-

l

of a government. lLaws have to be
madﬂfﬁﬂers must be created to
execute those laws; and we neces-
sarily become an integral part of
these United States, _
perform all the political functions as-
sociated therewith, ' |
These things naturally flow unto
us, and they will continue to grow
and increase, if it be true what the
Scriptures say, and if it be true
what many - of our brethren have

reached. to you since the assem-
B]ing of this Conference. Then it be-
comes a matter for us to reflect upon
that we understand. our true posi-
tion, how we can best sustain.  our-
selves religiously, socially, politically

k of

and financially, and among other
Jessons learn to produce at home
those articles we stand in need of.
We have been brought up in the
world, and have imbibed many ideas
in common t:'ith mankind E:;?demﬂﬁ
taining to commerce, e an
mutmturm. But we need the in-
iration of the Almighty in all of
affairs of life; for we profess em-
phatically to be the people of God,
and as it is with wus in our religion
so it ought to be with our politics,
our trade - and  manufactures.
They ought, in  all things,
to be subservient iamt;he one
grand principle, and that ac-
kmam.lirlprl I;m; of God and his Jaws.
Permit me here to state that before
the revelations of God to man in
these last days, there were no people
that had a correct knewledge of God,
that we have any knowledge of,
anywhere upon the earth. All were
without prophecy, without revela-
tion, without a knowledge of the
doctrine or ordinances of the gospel.
And to whom are we indebted for a
knowledge of these things? Certain-
Iy not to ourselves, and as assuredly
not to any earthly body or system
in existence. We are indebted alone
to God for a knowledge of these
things; through His revelations
made first by himself and by His
well beloved Son, and then by the
ministering of holy angels, by com-
munication from the heavens to the
earth. We are indebted to Him for
all the light, knowledge and intelli-
gence we possess in relation to these
things. What did we know about
the first principles of the gospel?
Nothing. What did we know about
the . gathering, or about Zion, or
about the ordinances of the gospel,
or about the holy priesthood? No-
thing atall. Nor did we know any-
thing about the building of Tem-
ples; or about the mode of adminis-
tering in them until directed by the
Almighty; it was He who revealed
the necessity of the construction of
those sacred edifices and the mode
of administering therein.
does the outside world know about
these ‘things? Nothing. And if

being | fo

selves in the territory of the United

not administer therein. We are in-

debted to God alone for the light and

intellicence we have received.
Agaln in regard to political mat-

ters, where is there a nation to-day |

under the face of the whole heavens
that is under the guidance and di-
rection of the Lord_in the manage-
ment of their public affairs? You

cannot find one. It is true that the |

founders of this nation, as a prelim-
inary step for the introduction of
more correct principle and that Iib-
erty and the rights of man might
be recognized, and that all men
might become equal before the Jaw
of the land had that great palladium
of liberty, the Conmstitution of the
United States, framed! This was the
entering wedge for the introeduction
of 2" new era, and in it were intro-
duced principles for the birth and
0 ization of a new world. The
Prophet Joseph Smith said that
“The Constitution of the United
States was given by the inspiration
of God.” But , Virtuous and
holy principles may be perverted by
corrupt and wicked men. The Lord
was opposed by Satan, Jesus had his
Judas, and this nation abounds with
taaitors who ignore that sacred palla-
dium of liberty, and seek to trample
it under foot. Joseph Smith said
they would do =0, and that when
deserted Dby all, the elders of Is-
rael would rally around its shatter-
ed fragments and save and preserve
it inviolate. But even this, good as
it was, was not a perfect instrument;
it was one of those stepping stones
a future development in the pro-
gress of man to the intelligence and
light, the power and union that
God alone can im to the human
family. And while weacknowledge, |
as citizens of the United States, the
laws and institutions thereof (which

from obeying the Jaws of the land?

, and have to|

Certainly not. But then, is that a
perfectsystem? I do not think that
many of you will say it is, nor do 1
think that the people of the United
States of any political party will tell
you it is. 1 do not wish to cast any
reflections or refer to any events
 that have taken place; I am merely
speaking on religious principles, and
principles too in which we as Latter-
day Saints are interested. We are
united, then, as a body politic, as an
in part of this vernment,
and it becomes our duty to submit to
the laws and institutions of that
Government—to all that are consti-
tutional, framed and based wupon
correct principles, and mot in viola-

| tion of what the fathers of the coun-

try instituted. :

But have we any higher aim than
this? We have, Do any object? If
so, why should they? Do we in any-
wise interfere with any man’s rights,
Government, or make war upon any
parties? No; but we are interested
in the preservation of justice, equal-
ity the rights of man in the de-
velopment of the further es-
tablishment of correct, more elevat-
ed, refined and exalted principles, in

lacing ourselves in a position more
n accord with things as they exist
in the heavens, for the welfare and
happiness of the human family. God
has given unto us certain principles
which we feel bound to observe. Is
there anything wrong in this? 1
think not. We have all kinds of in-
stitutions here in the United States
and in other nations, h as Odd
Fellows, Free Masons, and others;
and they have a right to their ideas
and manner of doing things &s long
as they observe the

have we and - have a right to be
tected also in those rights,
t to we must stand

still isa thing not connected with
our creed. If others do not desire to
accompany or keep with us, we
must still go on under the guidance
of the . As was said of ancient
Israel, “The Lord is our God, the
Lord is our king, the Lord is our
judge, and he shall rule over us,” so
we say. We need information and
| revelation in to our religious
matters, we also need information,
intelligence and revelation in regard
to our politiecal, social and ail tempo-
ral matters. If we humble our-
selves and purify ourselves, and
magnify our callings as the-
Israel, according to the Scriptures,
we will yet teach the princes of this
world wisdom and their kings know-

What |

they had our Temples they could |

|

ledge and understanding; for these
things that are spoken of will assur-
edly come to pass
shall go forth the lJaw, and the word
of the Lord from Jerusalem.” The
purposes of God shall yet be fulfilled
in rﬁlﬁﬂﬂn to these ::;jttem; God’s
wor most assu progress
until “the kingdoms ofytﬁs worl
shall become the kingdoms of our
God and*his Christ, and he will rule
for ever and ever;” not in war, not
m confusion and strife and discus-
sions, not in evil and corruption; but
in the interests of humanity, aec-
cording to the laws of life and in ac-
cordance with the intelligence that
dwells in the bosoms of the Gods,
and in the interests of a fallen
world.

Now we come to other matters
pertaining to our mercantile associ-
ations. 1 might talk further about
our social relations, family relations,
ete.; however, these are subjects we
hear a good deal about; weare pretty
well posted in relation to them. The
information we have pertaining to
our associations with our wives and
wives with their husbands has been
revealed to us by God, and we are
striving to carry out therse eternal
principles,—principles that will ex-
alt us, our progenitors and our pos-
terity in the celestial kingdom,
where we can enjoy the presence of
God and that of the celestial hosts
who have gone before.

We come again to our temporal
interests. Has the world been our
exampler with regard to any of
these things that I have mentioned?
No, the Lord has been our teacher,
He has been our guide and director;
without Him we could have accom-
plished nothing, for we knew no
333m naturally than anybody else

id.
In relation to temporal things. Are
we capable, as Latter-day Saints, of
fulfilling our destiny on the earth,
aund procuring a full temporal salva-
tion and sustaining ourselves on
temmoral principles without the inter-
pos:tion of the Almighty? 1 tell you
no, we are not, no more than we are

|

by the way are very easily complied
w.th), we have a higher law, more

in regard to any other things. We
read in the Scriptures of a time that

and guidance of the Almighty. 1t
|'is just as necessary that weieqﬂder

laws, and so

KElders of

the Revelator. And the gold and
the silver and the fine linen, ete., in
Babylon will be of no avail. But
before that time cnmesf we tf a

le ‘must * prepare for those
mﬂts, that weﬁy be able to live
and sustain ourselves when in the
midst of convulsions that by and by
will overtake the nations of the
earth, and amon :
tion. The time that is spoken of is

others, this na- |

not very far distant. “He that will
not take up his sword against his
neighbor, must needs flee to Zion for
safety.” And Zion herself must flee
to the God of Israel and hide herself
in the shadow of his wing, Eﬂﬂkinﬁ
for his guidance and direction to Jea

her in the right path; both asregards
spiritual and temporal affairs; things
social and things political, and every-
thing pertaining to human existence.
We are not prepared as a people to-
day for the accomplishment of this
object; we need the interposition

his guidance in relation to these
matters, as it is in reg to any
other matters, Who made the earth?
The same being that made the hea-
vens. Who made our bodies? The
same being that made our souls; and

it takes the “body and the spirit to
make the soul of man.” e need
not arrogate to ourselves any partic-
ular intelligence, whether] of a

mercantile, manufacturing, chemical
or scientific nature, for ];f therﬁ E
anythin iomi or intelligent, :
the Lor(%w o has imparted it, whe-
ther man acknowledge it or not. We
want to acknowledge the Lord in all
things, temporal as well as spiritual.

I wish now more directly to touch
upon some. other principles associ-
ated therewith. Some of us seem to
be very much confused in our minds
as to how we shall operate in regard
to temporal affairs. We have
[ brought with us the feelings, views
and ideas of the people from whence
we ca which are conflicting, and
which tend to disintegration and di-
vision, and lead to covetousness and
fraud, which ought not to have an
| existence among the Saints of God.
We have advertisements published
in our news{flaperﬂ by the Latter-day
Saints too, things that are infamous,
that are untrue, that are a shame
and a disgrace among honorable
people, and stand as a living lie. The
community at large should not coun-
tenance such things as we see daily
in our papers to attract the atten-
tion of the unwary and bring what
they call grists to their mill, in the
interest of the individual. We as a
people are not called together to act

when ““out of Zion | in individual interests; we are called

together as Saints of God to operate
in the interest of the Zion of God,
for the welfare of Israel, and not let
ourselves float along with t: e bal
ance, and all swim together, or all
sink together. We ought to be gov-
erned by principles of union, fellow-
ship and right feeling, carrying out
honorable and upright . principles
that should be acknowledged before
God, the holy angels and all honor-
able men. b

Now after speaking so much u pon
general principles, let me touch upon
some things referred to here about
these reports, etc. We have long
talked about the united order and
about co-operation; and we have
started in a good deal like some of

run—wée have made a great many
stumbles in  this matter. Little
Willie and Annie often think they
can manage things better than
Daddy and Mammy; and we; like
theim, have assumed to ourselves
strength, and the first thing we
know are pulling this way, that way
and the other. Then, have the in-
stifutions been exactly right? No,
all kinds or foolishness and all kinds
of blunderings have occurred in
their administration. But shall we

uit? I think not; that is just what
the devil would like, just what many
of our merchants want, and it would
be the very thing that would suit
the world,and the devil would laugh
atus. What we want to do is to
purge out the things that are wrong,
and correct them and place them
upon a correct-basis,and then adhere
to them as we would any other part
of cur religion. In the Church, if a
man lies or swears, or commits adul-
tery, or does anything wrong, we
deal with him according to the laws
of the Church. But because men
do wrong, we do not abandon our
principles, nor leave the Church,but
we turn such individuals out that
will not be righted, and we aim to
adjust all things and place them on
& proper basis. Why not do the
same  in  temporgl things? We

as a father and protector and bene-
factor, doing all it can to promote
the welfare and pmsferitj' of the

ple. And then the people, on
Fﬁz other hand, ought to protect it
and sustain it by doing their busi-
ness through that institution and act
prudently, wisely, orderly and unit-
edly in regard to these matters, that
we may be one; for our revelations
tell us, If we are not one, we are not
the Lord’s. And if we are not the
Lord’s, whose are we?

We talk sometimes about the
United Order. T do not propose to
read to you on this occasion from
any of the revelations bearing on
this subject, but will quote to you in
substance from one of them. The
Lord has told us that those who
would not comply with the require-
ments connect with this ' order
should have their names erased from
the book of the law of God, and
their genealogies must not be found
on any church records or history,
their names shall not be found nor
the names of the fathers nor the
names of the children written in
the book of the Law of God, These
words are to us, Latter-day Saints;
they are true and are binding upon
us,

Anotherghing, what did we do
when President Young was among
us, urging these things wupon us?
Did we not enter into covenant by
re-baptism to be subject to the
i'riesthood in temporal as well as
spiritual things, when we took upon
ourselves the obligations of the
United Order? Let me ask you,
what do we mean by doing this? is
it a mere form, a farce, or do we in-
tend to carry out the covenants we
made? I tell you in the name of
[srael’s God they will be ecarried out,
and no man can plow around these
things, for God has decreed that
they shall be accomplished; and any
man who sets himself in opposition
to these principles which God has
established, He will rbot him out;
but the principle itself will not be
rooted out, for God will see that it is
acmmplisl,]ed. And in the name of
Israel’s God we will help Him to do
it; and all who feel to do if, =ay
amen. (The large congregation re-
sponded with a loud, “Amen.”)

We have started co-operative in-
stitutions, and [ will touch on a
principle now, showing how they
ought to be governed. God has or-
dained two priesthoods upon the
earth—the Melchisedee and the
Aaronic. The Melchisedec presides
more especially over the spiritual
aflairs of the Church, and has done
in all ages when it has existed upon
the earth, You will find this pro-
vided for in the Doctrine and Cove-
nants; you can hunt it up at your
leisure, I do mnot wish to stop to
make the guotation now. The
Aaroni¢ priesthood is presided over
by the ]preﬁiding bishop. If we had
a literal descendent of Aaron he
would have a right (o preside over
the bishopric, and fo operate and

m and direct these
things without the aid of
counselors. In the absence of

such men the Lord has directed
us to take men from the high
riesthood and set them apart to be
ishops to administer in temporal
things. This Aaronic priesthood is
an appendage to the Melchisedec

priesthood, and its province is to ad-

our little boys when they begin to[minister in temporal afiairs. One

reason why we want men of this
class to administer in temyporal
things is because there is a special
provision made for it. Nevertheless
a High Priest that is after the order
of Melchisedec may be set apart to
administer in temporal things, haw-

|ing a knowledge of them by the

Te——

spirit of truth. And before a man
attempts to administer in Zion in
temporal things, he ought to obtain
a knowledge ot that spirit of truth
to administer according to the in-
telligence which that spirit of truth
imparts. Thus we have the Aaronic

iesthood in its place; the Melchise-
ec¢ priesthood in its place. And in
all the various functions it is neces-
sary to enter into all the various or-
ganizations. It is on one or two
particular points that I wish to
speak now.

In the first place the L.ord re-
quires certain things to be done to
meet His approbation; and every-
thing has to done under the di-
rection of the presidency of the
Twelve, both tem[‘mnﬂ things and
gpiritual things. The bishops and
the presidents of Stakes and all the
officers in the Church of God are
subject to this authority and they
cannof get around it. And when
any officer of this Church who by

virtue of his calling does gthings




