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BY

ELDER, CHALES W. PEMRDSS

In the Salt Lake Assembly Jall,
Sunday Afternoon, January .

2nd, 1881. -
REPORTED BY JOHN IRVINE.

I can endorse bearlily the re--
niarka that bave been made to us
by Brother John I BmJth, an old
acquaintance whom I am pleased to
see. I feel gratified to know that be
is still laboring for Israel, that his
heart is in the right ; place, and thathis desires are, as they always have
been so far as 1 have been acquaint-ed with him, to serve God, to keephis r commandments, and teachmen so. . ;: ,.'

When Jesus was on the earth he
aiJ,-- "Whosoever therefore shall

break one of these least command-
ments, HUU aun . ,
shall be calted least in the kingdomof heaven: but whosoever shall do
and teach them, the same shall be
called great in the kingdom of hea-
ven." I believe It is the object and
desire of all our brethren who are
called to occupy responsible posi-
tions

b

in the midst of the people to
carry out this saying of Jesus that
is, to keep his commandments
themselves and to teach others to
do the same. This desire, at any
rate,1 should animate every one who
is called to be a servant of Uod. It
is not enough to believe in the gos-
pel; it is not enough to have faith in
the work that God Almighty has
commenced on the earth; it is not
enough to have a testimony that
Jo-- eph Smith w&a a prophet of God,
t jat angels have come from heaven,
restored the-- gospel"" and broughttiack the ancient priesthood, that
God has ' commenced the great lat-
ter day work spoken of by all the
ancient prophets and that we are
called to assl&t in that work a mere
testimony - that this is the case is
not enough. We are called to be
toorker of righteousness. And we
are not only called to do what is
right, but also to aid in establishing
righteousness on the earth by teach-
ing others to follow our example.

The religion which we have re-
ceived Js a practical religion. It
offers something for us to do
all the time. . There is no need
for us j .at ' any;: time to stand
Hiill, .we . are called r to
e active workers in the cause of

GodiT Every man antl every woman
who has received the gospel ' and
beetto baptized Into the Church is
expected to take an active part in
this rorkj not to leate it to those
who are-calle- upon to preside in
the various wards and stakes and
over the Church of God, but each
one of us bas an individual interest
in tha jChiirch i (or ought to have)
and should manifest it by a desire to
do something ' that the ' work of
our God may, roll forward In the
earth?) r I "0'fAW have had made plain- - to our
understanding some lew or tne nrst
principles of salvation. - and ; thee
have been made eleaf, w'our rrrinds
not merely as object of faith, but,
as something for us to lay hold of, as
a cuKJe td our feet, "as a lighf to our
nathVand as an incentive t6 action
We are called to be saints not only
in the Assembly " Hall, or hi the
Tabernacle, or in the place of prayer.
but in every condition of life, and to
bring Into practice those things that
God lias made known to us to influ
ence us iu all that we do, that we
mfeht be .a. difierent rjeonie .from
the great mass of mankind, striving
after tne condition or eainuiooa
thatrls. to become holy in the Lord,
to be sanctified in all our being to
the service of the Almigh y and the
establishment of his kingdom and
government on the earth. That is
what we are here for, in these val
leys of the mountains.

There is an idea in the world con
cerning religious affairs that they
are mere matters of sentiment,
Bomething to think about, some
think to pray about, something
to sing about, : sometliing to
exalt the feelings. ' This is all very
eood so far as it goes, but it is only a
small part of religion. Religion te
not a mere matter of emotion or oi
sentiment, or of feeling. True re
ligion is something to guide us, to
make us better, to teach us in every
respect. True religion will teach us
bow to use properly every power
with which our great creator has
endowed us. True religion not only
aflects the spiritual part of our being,
tne , internal part or man or
woman, but aflects the whole na
ture, spiritual, mental and physical.
it comes here on the earth and is
fitted to our condition where we live
aud while we live. It is adapted to
us to-da- v. It not only unfolds to us
sometliing of the future and elevates
that standard-o- f fceauty and perfec
tion before us, that we expect some
time to arrive at, but It unfolds to us
out duty to-d- ay and tells us how to
act in every movement of our lives
and in every condition in Whicii we
may be situated; in fact, there is no
place that we may be called upon to
occupy, , or - in which we may find
ourselves, where our religion ought
not to Influence us m what we
should do. Not only does our reli
gion come to us to influence us in our
act, imour nootes as weu as oor
spirits, but It alsocomes to us to" di
rect us in our inougnw,i,naii we may
learn to think aright, that we may

1 1 able to turn oor mindslh m pro--
. . ......1 V I4IWUVI r " v

good thoughts and not evil, that we
may have good desires ana not evil
ana that we may become so sanetl
fiad in our natures that thesnirit
and Influence which come: direct
from God our Heavenly Father,who
dwells in the bosom of eternity, may
descend Into ouroouls and have free
and uninterrupted access thereto,
and that we mar "become Saints, In--
dividuAlyand collectively, a royal
generates, a pecuu&r people zeaiom
of good works. This is the fzind of
religion we have received. 1 - ,

VVTien we heard t lie gospel and be--Ilev- ed

m Christ aBd in God the Fa-
ther, and .went forth repenting -- f
our sins ad were baptbied tfoc. tbe
retnissior-s- f siniantf reoeiv the
Holy G t b the laying yen? of
hands, tH was Cie beginning of oiir
reSgion' 'ie wt2a the preliiirystens in lhc?;atrr-ih-at ... leads U-t-

- "k w

presenouoa-iuiWne- n w.c--e

into theCiirch, .having putiXtuVe
oki rn&nc-iri'.- h rH. deeds, w ,tta
sni-poset.-

f tolhav put on ChiiJ,"t
pattern ki u.r hlrrin ail our
sees 1or am apino w gin eu
his example, so t1 t by and i by I ve
m!zht become u.Jie is and '

stand where he r"iJs in tlr iifa
ence of God. andlde there, borne

I people who are in th Church cf Je--
tT-d"- - Fnt3, rs

iee-- y :i.r--
t. .tllv

eons-t- a il-- r
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pertam to our , bodieasotbat they

JSverv , nrineinW thitt, OmU U m.
vealed should be clear to our minds.
and in order to understand them we
spouJd read the books given to us.
the Bible; the Book of Mormon; and
the Book of Doctrine and Covenants.
These ought to direct us in our every
day, lives. Then when we come to
meeting and hear our brethren speakthe word Of the Liord we should l trv
to i treasure up in our hearts ; tlie
the words of life, nu t them into prac
tice and also teach, the" same to our
children; for it Js on this principle'that we will become nrenared ,ta sro
into the presence of God bv and bv.
and not merely, because we are call-
ed Saints, not. merely because we
bave been ordained to some office
in: tl prfcjsthood, not merely i be
cause we may bave been put hi to

.- - -
teuows. This will uot exalt us, but
iue practice oc wnacis rignsana true
will exalt us. h Id fact every person
in doing what is good and right. lis

bettered thereby, and ev
ery individual in dohag what is evil
Is; degraded thereby. Alt - our acts
arb known by the .powers on h izh
whom. we cannot see. They un- -

derstand us, although wo may tlduk
no ' one sees what . we do.
Yet ' though

' no one should
see us; it no one but ourselves knows
our acts, if we do what ;is evil and
debasing we are that much the
worse for it; if we do that which is
right aud good we are that much the
better for jt. And if ,we practice
righteousness and teach so we

. . . men,.- i i t t i i rwin cecome great in toe aiuguom oi
heaven' on natural principles.' ' '

We ' should an live according to
the laws of God to the best ; of our
ability although we are beset with
many weaknesses and intlrmities
and faults, many of 1 which have
been transmitted to' us from our
forefathers away back for ages and
areconcentrated in us who live in the
latter-day- s. But so far as wo have
power and ability, we are requiredto battle with and overcome our In-
herent failings, and if we take hold
of j the principles of rlghteousnesain
the very act or doing that we are
bettered, and if we continue in this
path' we . will go on from grace to
grace, from light 'to ' light, - from
purity to purity, ; r rrom Holiness
to holiness, "till We all come in 'the
unity of the faith, and of the know,
ledge of the Son of God, unto a per-
fect man,; unto the . measure of
the ; stature of the fulness
of Christ." We must ' be clothed
with his lierht and be filled with his
fulness and be fit to stand iu his pre- -'

sence and dwell witn we ratner.
Ahd tills is the 'promise: "To'hlm
that overcometh will I grant to sit
with me in jny throne, even as I
overcame,and am set down with my
Father In his throne." There is no
need for us at any time to be in the
dark concerning our duties. We
need not be in the dark concerning
any act we desire to perform, if we
will go to tne Father and say, ".Fa
ther, make thy will , Known to me.
Enable me to walk in thy light to
do that which is pleasing to thee;
enable me to overcome all that is
contrary to thy law.". If we live in
this Kind of spirit, there will alwaysbe a voice whispering in our souls
telling us that which ; is right and
wrontr. and our woerress will be on.
ward and upward in the straight and
narrow path that Jeadeth unto the
eternal continuation of tne lives.

.Now, by and by, when we come
into the presence of God to beJudged
we will be valued lor what we are,
not for what men have called us,not
for what we have appeared to be to
one another; but we will stand Just
as we are, wiui an or our spots and
blemishes, it we are clean and
white and pure when we appeaf in
the presence : of our ; : . Heavenly
Father, and in the presence of the
hosts around nimrwe snau be seen
as such; if we are foul and evil, no
matter how, fair we may, have ap
fpearedh .to men, we

.'i:win be...compre- -
hended as we are, we win "see as
we are seen and know , as ' we are
known." We shall ' not ; be able to
hide our; imperfections from one
another. We shall be weighed in
the balance, and if we are found
wanting we cannot receive a fulness
of erlorv. But. savs some one. I have
had certain blessings pronounced up-
on my head; I have been promisedan exaltation in the presence of God;
l have ' been promised thrones.
principalities, powers ana. dominions,
and are not tlie 'promises- - bf God to
be fulfilled? Yes; but every promise
is made on certain ;; conditions,, and
unless we comply with these condi
tions God cannotl in 1 consonance
with eternal ; justice, .bestow...those
blessings upon us, no' mattetiwhat
may have been promised upon, our
heads. we are . told that
those who will not sanctify them-selv- es

by the law' of the celestial
kingdom cannot receive a celesual
glory. Now, what glory Will' sou
and I have? Just exactly that glory
we are nneq to nave .and no ouwr
This is only just, and God must l
just or he would cease; to beTGod.
Vet uod will force no manor woman
to keep 'the law of light and truth
but unless we live the laws of right
eousness and !obey, the "law' of the
celestial kingdom we' 'cannot In the
nature of things receive and .abide a
ceiesual giory.; TDeuour cnier bus!
ness is to find out 'the law of God,I JI. IL.t 1.t --!. ) .
hiiuuu umt wmii'ii isrjgub&nu true
and good.1 We should rwatcW wel
the path of our feet and avoid every
thing that Is evil; for that which is
evil naturally contaminates , and de
bases, and that which is good: na
turally -- purifies and , exalts. '..'We
should all t the time Strive for the
guidance of the Holy Snirit that we
may beln harmony with those who
are placed Over us, and that we may
train our tiesirea and our acta so as
to be in consonance with the mind
and will of God."

Isow, the lord ' nai made known
to m a'few thfega.1; We faouJ4 ma
it our business to carry these thine:
out, and we shall find the. value of
them by and by If we no not' sen
them to-ds-y; for as I aiI Juf- t now
wnen we are in tne act 01 .periorm-m- g

that which is righ t we become
purLed in our character, and more
Ct to abide the plery. cf our Father,
while the len4 we da 'what Lsrihtthe further we . wil 1 't'O away from
that purity which is "necetry fur
dwelling ia( hlr pre-eric- o.

f We ex-
pect to rain act festl.il clory.'.' Thht
la what you and I tarteJ out to vr.'o.
We are t tiI, as our sectariau
friend? are, to sing:

"I want to be an aojeV
And with the angels stand. .

Tliat ' I"ii"oE"vv T ,ut" Cjl 1 1 J I are aim
ing at. WesrsaTrr a!;ry esperlor
to that. We read tht to.r-jnt- s
shall Id o the ert8'C Whokre the
angefc? "They are if:stcr!n;; spir-
its to Uioee tliati re worthy 01 a
Lit mere and ex(eei'.r- - rd tert:al
trt'-- ht ot glory.' TL- -t Li wbatj ;u

fied with nothing else tnan xnat.
How shall we obtain it? We shall
obtain it in no other way. than by
abiding the laws that pertain to the
celestial kingdom. ' Iet us, then,
find out the laws of the celestial
kingdom as fast as. we can and prac-
tise them, and If we make this the
business of our lives we will find the
Lord very near to us, we will find it
easy to approach him and learn of
his ways. We can have the still
small voice to make glad our souls
and open out our understandings.
We should live in this spirit, my
brethren and sisters, so that we may
enjoy happiness and peace to-d- ay as
well as the prospect of having, eter-
nal happiness and peace in the world'to come. - "
' I pray God, In the name of Jesus
Christ, to stamp these, truths, upon
Our hearts,' so that we may be able

fffUxu?tttJyii-JUeJaw- f of
ly and as a people; that we may live
ror tne Lra aud lor tne trutn, ana
for one another not for selfish ob
jects, but for ' the glory of God and
tne salvation ot our race. .

I feel thankful thin afternoon to
be in the congregation of the Saints,
to be numbered among the people of
the Most High God, and to take part
iu the religion that God 'Almightyhas revealed in this day. aud age of
the world i I know this is the work
of God. I know this by the 'witness
oftthe eternal spirit in my soul I
know the peace it brings when I act
iu; consonance) with its laws. My
de&ire is to live as becomes Saint
of God; to live as a servanti of the
Most JtiJgli; tot- incorporate in my
being tli e principles .that will make
men and women holy and; pure, for

know that they make men and
women great. I desire to live these
rrinciple,and as far as I have ability
to teach them to others, for I know
that in them is joy and ; haipiness,
power and miirht nower to the
spirit and might to the body, ; The
power or Uod belongs to and is with
this Church, lit enters into our
whole being, spiritual and physical.
This work; is good for the body and
for the soul, and if we live according
to the dictations of the iioiy spirit,
we win tie nappier. stronger anu
mightier in all our being, and when
we come un in the1' presence of the
Father, having; been purified and
our robes made wuue inrougn tne
blood of the Liamb and our faithful
ness to the cause of truth, we will be
able to abide - the - presence of the
Great Eternal without shame. - ,

'

May the blessing of God rest upon
us,and may we be saved in the celes
tial kingdom" or our Father,-

- Is jmy
prayer in the name or Jesus. Amen.
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LIVEKPILLS

are not recommended as a remedy " for
all the ills that flesh hi heir to," but in
affections oi the Liver,and in all Bilious
Complaints, Dyspepsia, and Sick Head-
ache, or diseases of that character, theystand without a rival. , ,s

- AGUE AND FEVER. '

No befctar eathartio can be used pre--
paratorv to. or afUr takins auinlne. As
a simple purgative they are anequ&led. -

CEVAHE OF ir.!ITATlCKS.
The genuine are never fttigar-co&te-

1Tua1i Hsw Kai a A.waT Mai i thA 1rt
with the Impressicti. McLANE'S LIVES
PILL. Each Impar bears the signa.
tures of C KoMR.a&d rtnas Baoa.
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parsdby-- .
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4 LL KINDS OF, 8EOOND-- H A ND SPRING
Wamru. Carrte and nnro-le- bemrht

aodSoM. bv JOHN HAUIUIMT.
veoiciea or every kind repairwi-- spi-iac-
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meadiag- - and, Uoreesboelus a aialty. .
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. fqparknnfr Wltiett and al Cartxnated

; ..; : Itevaragea.

AprtMi for - Kakl-- v, . . Beittlas
I and PtapenalMff .

Comjilote'OiKftts, JOatertala and SupplSt.
Knt:Ulf.hel 4 yeara. 1 lluetrated and Prioed
Catalofruoeent to any addreee on apphouina.
good your orders direct to . - .,, .1
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iVJArjTEDI! '

PARKfTsnocxD know a fewEVEirr syansouus that iodlcatc
tie preeenee ot r .;

Wldcai aref Cbanrpabie' Appetite, OftVwdve
Bralh, Palm la. tne Stomaoh- - .and llad,GrtiKtln of the 1'oe 1 dtmuif fcleep, Pae
Hwwuh I'o'W Sunken Bremltohiufr of Me
Now and :Tvfitmw.t, Irresraiiirlty of tie
noweln, a Eiiort Dry l orfh, lsa f Prfrii
leviprlbhaeaa. and Dfetnrbed SKsep, Ck la
the Xhroat cauany jcXwwK Eta. ; .; ,

'' I - IX.;Ii; W. 'FUkNT, ' :
' nxnitAzxst, salt' jLajze crrr.
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s'

cic:i:m:jCHi'r:i;?.
prw ot aiwi. -- -t r. ....r

Cth&tt&m jeeyertiaaaftO tot U rrtn.
Azi TSuJ.V" "CTZT'' 's !'

Mas wwco i irbht:yiieiiartlnc I
rrom the ways of the workl and
walking in the ways of God. We
ueed to .understand thisl fully and
clearly, my brethren; and ' sisters.
You and I will not be saved in the
Presence of God xeith an ovnlfatirtn
like that. Which is held lout to us
simply because we are called Latter--
day baints, or because we have
complied with in certain form,of reli-
gion, or even because we have gone
into sacrea niaces audi received holv
ordinances whereby We might be
Washed and cleansed rand mide
atiow and anointed unto irhrhteous- -
ness. We shall not be brought an
into the nresence of our Path fci
abkto there and participate In his
glory simply 1oca.oo f theee th logs.
r wo ever get there to stay, it will

IMVotiA firtoi .umiini i. m litrj v a

because we are prepared to abide his I

glory, to stand in his presence and
rejoice with him ahd aid him in his
glorious" works inl-- the ' midst of
theimr?er8e;rnYe;rillta
because, wa are like him wid fit tol

where he is. If it is found that I

we are not like him; thai we are not I
of his ; spirit, not actuated ty t thel
same motives that animate, bis bo--j

8om,not governed by the same laws,
we snau not oe auje- to abide bis
presence and cannot stay J there. If
we do stay there, it will be because
we are fit to be there in the nature
f things, because natures oorres--
dud wi th"liis our spirits" har moniz--
nir with his. our acts beincr control

led ly the same motives and gov
erned by the same laws as those by
wnicu he governs himself, and not
merely beer use we "have adopted a
certain creed, not i merely because
we nave bowed to a certain fOrm,ndt
merely because we have submitted
to) certain ordinances and ceremo-
nies.- 'I

All tnese ordinances and ceremo
nies instituted by the Almighty and
comprehended in tit at wnicn is can
ed the gospel are necessary. There
is no such thing-a- s non-essenti- al

ordinances; every one of them is es
sential. Exaltation cannot be ar- -

riyed at without them. But exalta-
tion does not . consist of the mere
compliance to - certain" forms and
ceremonies, .that ' the Almigh ty

' has
instituted and Placed in his church
There Is something more 'required,
sometliing superior to all this. What
Is H? It is the- - spirit that comes
from our' Father to dictate us in
every act, to rnake us righteous and
holy unto the Lord, and to sanctifyus and bring us into complete eul- -
ectlon to and harmony with the laws
that, govern- - the celestial kingdom.
There Is no real happiness either in
this world or the world to come ex
cept , through obedience r. to proper
law. That is the only way tint
happiness can be ? obtained. We
ought to ;t .understand (his Y and
each It to our children. There Is a

spirit erowing in the world which
leads mankind to tnrow orr restrain c,
to cast aside laws and regulations,
which leads peoule to lecome"alaw
unto themselves' . This is the
teachinet of itsplritualism,, that
peeping and muttering system. The
expounders of that faith if it may
be called a faitn teacn tne uoctrme
of mankind becominir a law unto
themselves no forms, no ceremo-
nies, no reeulatlons each one inde--

pendent . L
fcr himself. and

. . herself.
Now, while we sing sometimes

t'Kuow this that every soul Is free,
: To choose bla Ufa and what ho'll be;"

and while we acknowledge,
; "For tbia eternal truth is given,
. That God will force no man to heaven.'

Yet on the other hand, we recog
nize the fact that there is a law
given to all things in the economy
of God in the heavens above and in
the earth beneath. "All kingdoms
have a law given." So we are told
here in i the Book of . Doctrine and
Covenants. We learn from that
Book that, "there are many king
doms; for there is no space in which
there is no Kingdom: and there is no
kingdom in which there is no space,
either a greater or lesser kingdom.
And unto every Kingdom is given a
law: and unto every law there are
certainlbounds alsofand conditions.'?
Every kingdom that is governed by
law Is preserved by law and sancti
fied by the same, no matter in what
part of the universe it may be, and
those who abide the laws of that
kingdom and that condition in which
thev find themselves, train happi
ness and are preserved and sanctified
and become exalted tnereoy. --ixow,
although these laws are, given: of
God. thev do hot f interfere with tne
volition or. man. Every man iias
his free agency.a Xiight and truth
are placed before us,'truth and error
are here, and we catt choose th one
and refuse the.-otne- r. or reiuse me
one and choose the other, just as it
was with our first parents in tne
garden of Eden. The history of the
fall is placed before us that wemight
understand this great ' principle of
agency; the tree or life ana tne tree
of i death, the tree of light and the
tree of darkness. The Lord has said
to us In substance. "I-- , have placed
before you truth " and error, choose
which you will receive, ou. can
receive the light or the darkness,
vou can receive the trutn or tne
error as you please; but by and by
you; must give ''an account of your
actf." i We find ourselves here on
this1 planet that God has created for
us. a branch of his great family, and
he pas given us certain principles to

He does notgovftra-ourselv-es by ? -

fort them upon us. God will force
no man to heaven r td bell; bat if
we Choose we can Jay hold of these
principles and be governed thereby,
antl bv dolnff that we will be im
proved in our nature in proportion to
our recention of light and truth, and
exiiitation will come to ti on tills
nrlncinle and no other. ...

1 P'S Spirit or so-vait- eu tnuepvi
denpe, or "liberty," as some persons
miljise uiu vcriu, n epictiuuig
throughout the worlds 4t has jw m
flueheean1.e lis. There. : if to
certain exten tin our midst desire
and disrositkm to throw ofT the r&--

str&int Usatw-TMesTro- the heads of
families. Ihe iuSucnce that parents
exercise over clilldr-s-j'. - to rebel
agam 8 1 the laws of,CtLa-- community
In which we live to reeisc trie w
atrlftion thaL4onjteslfrorii - Uie laws
of the lands fsnd frrfnt the taws of the
ChurcoJ-u- e jwsor-oo- d. iw
spirit exists to a great extent in the

H world, ana is nounu 10 nave mure
a icms v- - : V if ;

talrra "tiw-ausp- . ahTVouch we are In
snn-- detr met Mr.ted- - from the
world, vet. .we, am . also connected
with the world. Had iiiust expect, as

apcrt cf tnmn family, that
nef.aoti' us wilt be Kiore or
Sf f-t-

.
j . bv ; this spirit. Now,

a tn. -'- , . c 'toTt et" this Id clearly
; ::ti our minds and topoa t-l- e minds

-- vur children. We ousnt w UQ--

tta rr: ;ty-c- f

i
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