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amberVBrober there are about miles
at0 road in ceylon also about miles
of railrailway 1500 miles of telegraph wire
and post offices ceylon proper isis
almiabout miles long from north to
gouth and about miles broad in its
widest part its shapeape is very much
tat of an egg it is nearly surrounded
by coral reefs colombo is distant goo
anilesles from bombay from madras
1400 from calcutta 1200 from ran-
goon Burrburmahnah 1600 from singapore
asooA from mauritius and about the same
distancedigance from madagascar about
from natal from hong kong

from freemantle or western aus-
tralia and about from adentaden
arabia

ceylon is almost connected with the
continent of asia india by the island
of Ramisseram and the coral reef called
adamadamsIs bridge in extent it comprises
nearly sixteen million acres or
square miles apart from certain depend-
ent islands the total area is about
fiveave sisixth of that 0off ireland one sixth
ofdf this area or about square
milesibes is comprised of the hilly and
mountainous country which is situated
about the centre of the south of the
island while the maritime districts are
generally level and the northern end of

hee island is broken ulup into a flat nar-
row peninsula and small inlets within
the central zone there are mountains
or rarangesages varying inin height fronfrom
to 70od feet with ten peaks rising over
the latter limit the highest mountain
is which is feet
above the level of the sea the summit
of adams peak which lorfor a long time
was considered the highest point on
the island is 7 feet high to
voyagers approachingapproaching the coast the lat-
ter is the most conspicuous mountain of
ceylon the longest river of the island
is the which has a
course of nearly iso miles draining
about one sixth of the area of the island
there are five other good sized rivers
besides numerous tributariestributa ries and
smaller streams the principal products
of ceylon are rice tea coffee cinnamon
cocoanutscocoanuts cardamonacardamons nutmeg clove
pepper vanillavanill ginger bread fruit
sugar cane gumgums chocolate cacao
cinchona cottonton tobacco rubber
trees blue gums etc it is estimated
that there are acres under rice or
paddy at the present time and about

under dry grain indian corn and
other cereals ceylon cinnamon is con-
sidered the finest in the world it was
known through arab caravans to the
romans who paid in rome the equiva-
lent of sao40 per pound abr the fragrant
aspice ceylon is sometimes called the
pice
mo her ot cinnamon Pft and cinnamon

isle in 1891 the export of cinnamon
was as high as pounds in bales
and doudboundsds in chips which was

raised on about acres of land
the cultivation otof palms is of the great-
est importance to the island there are
thirthirteentein difdifferentterent kinds it has been
commonly remarkedremar iced that the uses of

the cocoa nut palm are as numerous as
the days of the year percival a noted
navigator relates that early in the
presentsent century a small ship thegel dive islands affarrivedived at Galle Ceylon
which was entirely built rigged
provisioned and laden with the produce
of the cocoa nutnui palm food drink
domestic interests materials for build-
ing and thatching roinemine sugar and oil

are among the many gifts to man of

these munificent trees some years ago
the crew otof a wrecked vessel cast away
on a south sea island subsisted for
several months on no other food than
cocoa nuts and boiled fish and added to
their weight in that time the average
value oiof the annual products of the
cocoa nut palm from ceylon is about

while the value of the pro-
duce locally consumed is estimated at
about eight million dollars there are
perhaps thirty millions otof cocoa nut
palms cultivated in ceylon covering
about acres all but about
acres being owned by the natives the
annual yield of nuts is supposed to be
soo millions

the breadfruitbread fruit tree the jak orange
and mango as well as gardens of
plantainsplant ains and pineapplespine apples melons
guavasglavas papaws etc are also among
the products cultivated and of great use
to the people of ceylon there is
scarcely a native land owner who does
not possess a garden of palms or other
fruit trees besides rice fields

I1 could write a great deal on
ceylon which I1 found one of the most
interesting islands of the sea which I1
have visited so larjar on my mission but I1
will stop right here for the present I1
found the natives of ceylon as in many
other places copying the vices of the
white man and enlarging upon them
while they are closing their eyes and
ears to his virtues the native traders
guides and others with whom the visitor
comes into contact are generally dis-
honest in the extreme those who sell
curios fruit etc will sometimes ask a
thousand per cent more for their goods
than they are worth and unless a man
makes a clear bargin with a guide or
driver beforehand he is sure to be

taken in and have trouble besides
no matter how much they are paid for
their services they always beg for more
most of the natives are buddhists and

edans but there is also a
sprinkling of christians the wesley
ans commenced missionary work in
Ceyceylonloninin 1816 the baptists two years
earlier the so called american mis-
sions has also made some efforts at
christianizing the island there are no
latter day saints yet
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what man among us can reflect upon
the work of god that is being accom-
plished in the missionary field today and
not shout hosanna to him whoabo prom-
ised with you saith the 1 ord al-
mighty I1 will rend their kingdoms I1
will not only shake the earth but tiiethe
starry heavens shall tremble

perhaps a few ideas of what is being
done in the south by way otof spreading
the gospel will not be uninteresting to
your readers recently the writer in
company with elder elias S kimball

1

president of the mission visited ththe
east tennessee conference which con

at the base of the blue ridge
mountains in cherokee county north
Carcarolinalolina the twenty six elders of that
conference presided over by elder
james E hart had met to enjoy a spir-
itual feast and a more splendid repast
from the cupboards of heaven could
hardly be deweddesired

As the elders met one another a

hearty hand shaking occurred and manmanyy
a tear forced its way into daylight ex
pres of joy lighted their counte
nancesbances truly the spirit of love and
union reigned supreme in their hearts

in a retired spot in the woods shel-
tered by a beautiful chestnut tree and
hiddenbidden from the view of pedestrians by
natures curtains a retreat was selected
torfor the holding of council meetings it
was on that dedicated spot that elder
kimball taught the elders what would
be expected of them in the future

hereafter explained he elders will
confine their preaching to the first prin-
ciples of the gospel teaching all people
the efficacy in prayer and urging them
to observe the word of wisdom every
elder should be qualified to preach
three or four good sermons in one
neighborhood on each of those princi-
ples

elders are restrained altogether from
debating with men the gospel must
not be used as an incubator of bad feel-
ings and strife instead we should moetmeet
the people with charity and never tire
in explaining to them the gospel truths

ordinary conditions prevailing each
pair of elders should holdbold among the
people from seven to twenty meetings
each week distributing fifty tracts and
six copies of the voice of warning and
hold no less than forty gospel conver-
sationssat ions

if elders would be successful they
must be prayerful praying oft in secret
as well as in public newernever ceasing to
call upon the lord in their hearts their
every action should be characterized by
the spirit of love patience charity hu-
mility devotion and firmness they
must never speak disrespectfully of the
priesthood otof god but with the zeal of
an apostle seek to build up and sustain
those chosen men whom he has selected
to preside over us

the strong elder is to take the baek
that both may become strong like the
apostles of old they are to take those
holding the lesser priesthood and send
them out to make appointments and
prepapreparee the way lorfor tthehe preaching of thegompesgospee

elders always have been advised not
to establish headquarters in their fields
of labor a rendezvous for
days rather should they launch out
into greener pastures where true integ-
rity will not be stifled pretty generally
this counsel has been heeded now
each elder in the mission is urged to
send his large valise home tthh cereby sav-
ing much unnecessary expense and
trouble occasioned by its being moved
so often besides removing from him the
last temptation to return to what might
be termed hea quarters hence-
forth we will pitch our tents where night
overtakes us and pull stakes on the
morrow

there have been appointed in each
conference several pairs of meteoric I1
elders whose duty it is to travelgravel from
settlement to settlement from village to
village and from city to city in all closed
counties continacontinuingaft the gycry of repent
ance they will makeake friends on the
right hand and on the left an elder is
gono longer considered a successful elder
inin this mission unless he can make
friends of enemies in this lies the key of
success

hereafter no elder will be justified in
traveling with money in his pocket torjor
the lord says let no man aiamongtiongyou from this hour take purse or scrip


