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posed the last of the
family from his office and palestine
has neverdever since been an independ-
ent state ever since the
captivity the great bulk otof the jew-
ish nations have been scattered
abroad without home without
temple without auan altar and
strangers have been masters in the
land of promise it Is therefore
clear that all the prophecies that
relate to the glorious restoration
of the jews must be understood of a
restoration yet future a very im-
portant fact for the right under-
standing of those prophecies
THE LAST PROPHETS OF THE OLD

COVENANT

but to return to our subject it
has been already stated that the first
care of the returned exiles was to re-
establish their religion to do this
they were under the nee mity of
having new revelations Truethey
had the writings of moses and of the
prophets and they had inspired in-
terpretersterp reters like ezra and nehemiah
true their atinaim was not to construct
anewa new economy but simply to re-
establish the old one Andyeand yetteveneven
this they could not do acceptably to
god without the aid of revelation
hence god raised up three prophets

haggai zechariah and malachi
the last three of the old covenant
what an overwhelming proof of the
necessity of continuous revelation I1

HAGGAI B 0 is thought
to have been bornbom in babylon and
to have emigrated with Zerub babel

his book contains four pro-
phetic messages in the first the
people are reproved for neglecting to
build the temple while they were
adorning their own houses and a
command is given to begin the con-
structionst immediately 1 11
to which command the people led
by Zerub babel and joshua willing-
ly responded 1 12 15 but in a
month the zeal of the people seems
to have cooled otoff and tthehe second
message is delivered declaring that
the spirit of god was still with the
people A little while god says

and I1 will shake the heavens and
the earth and the sea and the
dry to paul
hebrews xii 222822 28 was fulfilledfulfill
when the old dispensation was
supersupersededsupercededceded by the gospel dispensa-
tion aand the desire of all nations
mealmessiah shall come and I1 will fill

thisIs house with glory the
lord of hosts ehch 2 v 1199
which glory is thought to refer
to the presence of christ in this sec-
ond terntemple instead of the She klushhamithat had illuminatedted the first temple
in a third message delivered two
months afterwards the people are
being rebuked for polluting them-
selves while working in the holy
building and offering sacrifices god
reminds them that he had blessed
them abundantly from the time
they had laid the cornerstonecorner stone of the
temple ch 2 10 19 the fourth
message is delivered the same day
it contains a general prediction of
the overthrow of the kingdoms of
the world and the promise of a spe-
cial blessing to Zerub babel at that
time it is clear enough that the
right interpretation of this promise
can be comprehended by no man

until divine revelation shall make
it known

zechariah was like haggai born
in BabybabeloniaBabylonloniala and went to palestine
with Zerub babel the general ob
eject of his ministry is identical with
that of haggai and through the en-
couragementscourage ments and wise counsels of
these prophets the people prospered
and the temple was completed in six
years but besides this general ob-
ject zechariah describes through di-
rect predictions symbolical acts and
the history of the jews until theandthe end
ofofflinetimefline daniel deals with the his-
tory of the world zechariah with
the history of the covenant people
among the predictions of this pro-
phet we will here notice some ofif the
last according to the ath chapter
the surrounding heathen nations are
to be destroyed messiah shall come
as a king v 9 and establish his
reign upon the earth his domin-
ion shall be from sea even to sea and
from the rivers to the ends of the
earth verse 10 scenes of destruc-
tion are to intervene however but
the lord will deliver his people both
judah and ephraim ch 10 1 12
1I will strengthen the house of ju-
dah and I1 will save the house of
joseph and I1 will bringthem again
to place them and they shall be as
though I1 had not cast them off for
I1 am the lord their god and will
hear them and they of ephraim
shall be like a mighty man
a glorious prediction of the
restorative work commenced in our
own day by god through his servant
joseph the Propprophetbet we are further
told that jerusalem shall be besieged
by many nations and will be the
issue thereof ch 12 1 14 christ
shall finally appear and all the
world will become holiness to the
lord ch 14

thus prophecy so far from lead-
ing us to expect that revelation
finally will cease being superfluous
expressly states that christ himself
in person will appear and commini
cate his will to men why iti
maybemay be asked and the answer is
clear because revelation is essen-
tial to true religion

B C was the
of haggai and the last

prophet of the old covenant the
temple had now been finished and
the service of the altar established
but a spirit of worldliness and insin-
cerity is getting hold of both the
priesthood and the people and
this prophet is especially commis-
sioned to warn them against their
sins

but his warnings are not heeded
the people prepare themselves for
calamities the spirit of prophecy
is withdrawn for a period of
years the temple and the people
are given into the hands of aatlo
chus Epiphanes the old dispensa-
tion is virtually closed

conclusions FROM THE

the conclusions arrived at now
are clear and need only to be briefly
stated we have seen that no book
of the old testament although all
are written and preserved for the in-
structionst of the human race in all
ages contains anything that is of

I1 such a nature as to exclude further

revelation not one single passage
nordor all the passages combined ateare
so written as to exclude the neces-
sity of the revelations contained in
the new testament for instance
on the contrary one revelation
leads to another god always giving

linehue upon line precept uuponn pre-
cept imparting knowledgknowledge as men
are willing and able to receive it
for it is through revelation that
god educates his servants and his
people and as in any branch of study
we are led on from the fundamental
principles and find that each new
truth suggests others so here each
new truth revealed leads us to others
until were such a case possible
we have been permitted to exhaust
the entire falness of divine knowl-
edge

we have also seen that the serv-
ants of god in the old covenant de-
clareclarethethe continuation of revelation
they do not consider the prophet-
ical gift or the gift of receiving re-
velations

re
velations as peculiar to their own
dispensation they point to the
last days as a time in which the
spirit of the lord is to be poured
out more abundantly than in any
former period and his presence is
to be manifested through 11 dreams
and visions the withdrawal of
these they designate as a calamity
they speak of the time in which
such heavenly gifts are withdrawn
as night and darkness J while
consequently the presence of them
indicate day and light now are
day and light necessary for the
physical welfare of man if so
revelations are also necessary for his
spiritual advancement

we have further seen that the
establishment of new econom-
ics requires nownew revelation
moses was familiar with the revel-
ations given to the patriarchs before
him but when he was called upon
to usher in the dispensation of the
law he could not do this without
new revelations nor could
el reestablishestablishre this dispensation after
the return from babylon without
the aid of revelation through the
revelations given to the prophet
haggai the people prospered and
were able to complete their work as
commanded by the lord ezra
without this they would not have
been able to prosper

sometimes we see that revelations
are given to faithful servants of god
as a special favor to them in
such cases what is seen or heard
must not be recorded as was the
case with some visions of paul in
the new testament or if recorded
is18 sealed up in mystical expressions
unintelligible to the common read-
er until the spirit of revelation
givesives the true interpretation thereofwisthis was the case with some of datadan
ielcepe18 visions and with at least one
of the visions of john rev 10 4455

ArakArarevelations then given in
order toro establish new economies
to preserve the children of god
from falling into darkness to in-
struct them about things known to
god alone in one word to lead men
unto salvation surelyburely there never
can be a time when revelation is
not necessary
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to be continued


