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corruptéd the Christian Church,
and rendered necessary the res-
toration of the Gospel, with the
powers of the Priesthood, and the
re-establishment of the Church of
Christ on earth. The mission of
Joseph the Seer, who stands at the
head of this dispensation, is des-
tined to spread the fame of the

| of times, when

Redeemer still wider, and eventu- |

ate in the founding of a Kingdom
that shall stand forever, whose
King will sanctify the ecarth and
prepare it for celestial glory.
John suffered martyrdem for
what he did in preparing the way
of the Lord, and Joseph laid down
his life in the same great cause.
For it is all God's work—the
things accomplished in the mer-
idian dispensation and in the dis-
{ Pensations preceding it, as well as

thc great achievements reserved
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Such in brief the divine pro-
gram, as revealed to the Prophet
Joseph Smith, the latter-day re-
| wtorer of the religion of Jesus
Clrist, the pre-ordsifted plan of
alvation, This also is the sig-
nificance of Christmas, or it s
what Christmai suggests to the |
mind of any thoughtful Latter-
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in honor of our Lord that
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throughout Christendom as the
birthday of the world’s Redeemer.
Christ is God, even Jehovah, the
God of Israel, and as such we wor-
ship Him. And we also honor
the memory of His faithful ser
rants, John ar leseph, who, in
misgions involving their martyr-
dom, went before His face, open-
ing and preparing the way.
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In the lght of these solemn
facts, and in the spirit of charity
and good-will exemplihied and en-
blessed Redeemer,
we send forth to the Latter-day
Saints and to all the world, a hear-

and kindly Chrstmas greet-
| ing!

Let no one suppose that “Mor-
monism,” so-called, is here to
I make war upon men, or upon
[ creeds, governments, and institu-
| tions that men revere. It sustains
law, order, liberty and truth, the
|worlr! over. The Lartter-day
Saints are friends, not enemies, to
mankind. That we have a mes-
sage to deliver we know ; and, God
being our helper, we will deliver
it, come life or death, come weal
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{ or woe! But we purpose doing
this in the spirit of peace, in the
spirit of patience and brotherly
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cient times, came in the downfall
of wickedness, represented by the
Jewish Commonwealth, which
had rejected the Son of God, and
the message of salvation. The
greater “end,” also foreseen and
predicted by Him, that will inev-
itably follow the rejection of the
Gospel in modern times, will come
in the destruction of wickedness
throughout the world.

But these issues are all in the
hands of the Lord. He will do
His own work in His own time
and way. Our miassion is not to
curse, but to bless; not to punish
or threaten, but to persuade men
to do right. We preach salvation,
not damnation; and in this spirit
we send forth this greeting, echo-
ing and if possible emphasizing
i the salutation of the angels to the
| shepherds, on the first great
| Christmas night: “Glory to God in
’the highest, and on earth peace,
|
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good will toward men."”
JOSEPH F, SMITH,
JOHN R. WINDER,
ANTHON H. LUND,

love, forgiving our enemies,and re- First Presidency.
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