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that the breech of the gun was not
locked the only thing that ococcurredcurrid to
him to prevent the gun being dis-
charged was to destroy the circuit
which he did promptly and effectively
when all this occurred there was a
charge of pounds of powder in the
gun another charge of the same size
in the turret ready to be served and
the passageway leading to the powder
magazine was wide open but for the
quickness of the gunners mate the
gun would have been discharged the
breech block would have blown out
inside the turret the gases from the
burning powder would probably have
ignited the charge lying in the turret
tillsthis explosion would have ignited the
powder in the magazine and the
chances are the whole ship crew
and all would have gone up in the air
A thought that has occurred to me is
thiuthis suppose the accident had oc-
curred what do you imagine the ver
dict of a board of inquiry as to the
cause of the loss of the ship would
havehave been filrice this experience the
department has adopted electrical
means to prevent the discharge of any
of the large guns until the breech Isie
locked

EARLIEST AMERICANS

the veil which so long has restedestedr
upon the early history of the ameri-
can continent Is being rolled back by
degrees and the probability Is that the
day ignotis not very far off when the events
can be read with anaa touchmuch clearness as
those relating to the countries of the
eastern hemisphere everything is not
yet perfectly clear but some mysteries
once believed to be impossible to
fathom have already been solved
others are nearing a solution

curiously enough through the found-
er of the church of jesus christ of
latter day saints the facts were first
proclaimed to the world that america
has a wonderful history that this
continent was the tomb of civilizations
long ago buried in oblivion that in
fact the first home of man was on this
hemisphere all these assertions seem
about to the proved by scientific re-
search

the subjoinedsubjoined clipping from a maga-
zine sent to the news by h friend
summarizes what scientists believe to
be known about the earliest inhab-
itants of america some orof it lais mere-
ly hypothesis but the main features
are believed to be establishedestablishtd when
the results of mr le Plon geons ex-
tensive researches are made public fur-
ther light will undoubtedly be thrown
on the subject the clipping referred
to Is18 as follows

the knowledge that america was in-
habited by a highly civilized people
inanadryy centuries before its occupancy
by the race of red men which the earli-
est european settlers found here is
not new yet it was not until lately
that actual records of information con-
cerning this people were found and for
more than four hundred years all that
we have known of them was gathered
from a careful study of the relics of

greatness the ruins of their edledi
floesflees which have been found scattered
over the entire western hemisphere
but the earthen tablets found in peru
central america and mexico engraved
on plastic clay in perfect phoenician
characters and afterwards burned to
render them imperishable extend back
nearly two thousand years before
christ according to these records
these people the came from
some remote country and settled in
south america they were an eminent-
ly civilized and religious people vest-
ing the laws of their government and
their thedtheologylogy in the same persons and
believing in one god the creator and
ruler Rpi auan andfand in a mediator
azuma who was to come to guide
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and teach them aright two distinct
classes existed among them the olp
tees or workers and the
or thinkers the latter including not
only their priests andadd rulers but their
architects artisans engineers and no-
bility the Olp tees were serfs with
no voice at all in the government or
public affairs these people rapidly in-
creased and by the year BC had
settled nearly the entire south ameri-
can continent and spread over mexi-
co wherehere they found an aboriginal race
dwelling on the banks of the streams
and living upon the natural produce of
the soil and upon fish and game for
over a thousand years the oc-
cupied the land until in the last cen-
tury before christ the aztec invaders
sailed up the amazon claiming to have
come from an oriental country which
they called aztlan 11 the aztecsazteca soon
overruled the toltec government and
in the course of two or three centuries
the aztecsazteca were the dominant people
their supremacy lasted for seven cen-
turies and then through luxurious
abundance their commerce and indus-
tries became less active and extensive
and their power commenced to wane
in AD a savage horde from the
north and west came flowndown upon theme
aztecsazteca and wiped out the primeval
civilization in a savage war of exter-
minationmination lasting for years the rem-
nants of the stricken people fled to the
mountains where they became cliff and
cave dwellers and others became amal

with the destroying race the
this is but a sketch of the

wonderful history these long hidden
records relate it was reserved for the
progressive and enduring
Euto branch of the aryan race to
open the pages and read for us the in-
structivetive history of those thirty for-
gotten centuries during which ameri-
ca was peopled in turn by the

branch of the semite race then by
the semites proper and these finally
exterminated by the fierce Tura
from chinese until today
nearly every vestige of their existence
is being crushed out of the worlds his-
tory by the rapid paces of an advanc-
ing civilization

PREACHING ANIAND opposition
promfrom communications received at

this office every week it appears that
the elders of thehe church of jesus
christ of latter day saints are meet-
ing with much opposition in many
places some of this takes the form of
newspaper articles in which the teach-
ings of mormonism are
and held up to public ridicule or vile
slanders published of the adherents of
that particular faith no wonder if a
traveling elder seeing the power of the
adversary over the hearts of men at
times feel discouraged and like elijah
of old when his mighty testimony in
words and deeds seemed in vain give
way to despair A more extended ex-
perienceperi ence however in the service of
the lord brings encouragement by
close observation it will almost in-
variably be found that where there are
many adversaries a wide door 1is also
openopan for the gospel the latter fact
very often accounts for the violence of
the opposition

there is this peculiarity about the
gospel that it commands itself to every
honest heart when preached under
the influence of the holy spirit those
who give prayerful attention to it al-
ways find in it that for which their
souls are longing man consciousconsconsciouscigus of
sin and guilt needs salvation living
in a wol ld where perfect happiness
seems impossible he asks for knowl-
edge as to whether death is the final
chapter in his history in the gospel
he finds what he desdesiresirei that points
out how to obtain pardon peace and
holiness it opens to his mind a clear
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view of the beyond and brings ufalifteternal to those sitting in the shadow ot
death for this reason the messenger
of the gospel fulfills his duty when hefearlessly and clearly points outgut to aftfellow men the truth as revealed in theword of god and as he himself hhaftexperienced it it does not devolvehim to refute every slander he
hears or to explain every difficulty ththeingenuity of scholarship may be ableto put in his way As long as he laisbreaking the bread of life and dis-tributing it with free hand among those
who need it he tsis fulfilling his anism
slonsion the preaching of the gospel andthe theological discussion of doctrine
axeare widely different wetsacts no more re-
lated to each other than the serving ofan enjoyable feast to those who need itis to the chemical analysis ininaa laboratory of the food the neaneed of theworld is not the chemical analysis ofthe gospel but the gospel itselfamong newspaper articles on mor
monism we notice one in which the au-
thor

am-
thor atterafter having in a general way
denounced the faith of the saints andadthe pepeopleotle makes the subjoinedsub joined appeal
to his readers

go to utah if you want to you wilt
find good people there who are chrischrifians you will find a prosperous coun-
try rich in natural resources which aream
being rapidly developed where gentile
enterprise and intelligence pred
ate but dont I1 pray you dont jol
the mormonscormons till you see them in their
pulpits and become acquainted
their history and their literature f

the writer of this paragraph evi-
dently believes that mormonism cancaa
not stand the test of close investigation
but he is mistaken the cormona
themselves very often have given the
same advice the advice of philip taW
nathanael come and see with the A

result that seeing has become bebivinglieving it will invariably do so in thecase of those of whom it can be aalde
behold an israelite indeed iriin chook
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THE LAWS

rip van winkle the hero of theaamk
slumber in the catskills is made t
say by the playwright are we soao 0soon forgotten after we axeare dead it
seems that in many instances it lais evenevea
so and such cases do not pertain ex-
clusivelyclu to the commoners by any
means but attach to all stations anand
conditions in life these ireflections aream
suggested by a little item in tutoda
dispatches relating to the attachment
of ex president hayes homestead pur-
suant to a judgment because of a run-
away caused by a dog belonging to the
estate the sum involved being ift
favor of the plaintiff and 1019 coatee
no doubt it is all correct enough
since the owners of dogs and other
animals must be made responsible
for the trespasses which such maimai
commit but it is a sad demolisherdemoliaher of
sentiment and that old fashioned ta
of national feeling which used to ob-
tain before most of the people had ac-
quired the habit of plunging through
life under a heavy pressure of steam
regardless of illall things save that of
temporal gain with a modicum of mod-
eration and veneration thrown in once
in a while

president hayes may not figure
among the greatest of our presidents
indeed there may be manmany whoho do not
yet and will not while they live admit
that he was ever anything more than
a president de facto his title to the
place being not only clouded but vieac
dually nil be that as it may the fact

i that he filledfilled the office and emerged
from his great task with cleshclean baabjbf
coupled with the additional fact that
personally he was beyond reproach
ought to be enough even with the hoobaa
tilesalles to inspire a feeling of regret umathat


