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pealed or otherwlse rendered nugatory
by law,

INDICTMENT OF THE C. P.

The importance to the Utah people
of the Reilly funding bill now before
Congress, which proposes to extend
for fifty years the gigantic debts to the
government of the Clentral and Union
Pacific railroads, has salready been
commenied upon in the DESERET
NEWS several times and fignres pub-
lished to demonsirate the necessity for
Utah people watching and doing their
share of resistance unlegs they wish to
be struck with the present exorbitlapt
rates for another filty yeare.

The anti-funding burean in San
Francisco has aiready received the
enormous number of 167,000 signatures
to a petition to Congress protesting
against the passage of the Reilly fond-
ing bill. Of these signatures 138,000
are from California and the balance
Nevada,
Arizena, Idaho, Utah and other states.
The probable effect of this great peti-
tion upon Congress 1s beginning to
seriously alarm these roads, and the
Bouthern Pacific has been writing to
one of the Balt Liake papera.

A letter was recently published by
“‘a friend of the Central Pacific?? pro-
testing against certain slatements put
out here on behalf of the anti-fundineg
movement that the freight charges on
the Central Paoific were excessive snd
burdensome to Utah people. The
¢friend of the Central Pacifie’? gave as
his reason for writing that he had the
interest of Utah in view, as the publi.
catlon of a statement that Utah was
burdened by heavy freight charges
would deter people from settling here,

This anxiety on the part of the Cen-
tral Pacific that Utah people should
not hurt themselves, in- view of the
paet history of that road hereaboute, is
refreshing. Bome of that history might
profitably be recalled; say, for instance,
the history of how the Central Pacific’s
agent got around the Deep Creek rail-
road project a few years ago and laid it
away on fce, where It has since re-
mained.

Mr. W, H. Mills, land agent of the
Central Pacific, at the big irrigation
congress in Salt Lake two or three
years ago, told the congress what he
thought of Utah. This is what he
gald: “Three hundred and twenty
acres of land in California are worth
more than the entire 900,000 acres of
lJand that I’ have myself sold in the
Territory of Utah.”” (Vide report.)

How does that strike the people of

Weber and Box Elder counties,
where Mills sold his 900,000
acres? Mr, Mills wanted at that

time to give taffy to the large Califor-
nia delegation present, and gratulitouns-
ly insulted the Utah people. In these
latter days the Californians have gone
bsek on Mills’s railroad, and the rail-
road Is coming here to tell Utah how
much it thinks of us.

Tke ““Friend of the Central Pacific’’
gays his road does not make high
freight charges on wheat and lead, and
to prove that the rate is mot high, he
says the rate has been for years just 85
per cent of ‘the rate eastward to
Omaha, Well, suppose 85 per cent fo
be true, what does it prove? Merely
that the Central Pacific iz not more
extortionate than other roads. If the
Ceptral Paclfic has wished to do this

Territory any good, it could have long
ago quoted such a rate as would
have ecompelled the eastward roads
to lower theirs. Are the Central
Pacific rates reasonable per ge? That
is the question. The charge on wheat
per ewt. from Ogden toSan Francisco is
thirty-elght cents. Compare this with
the rate from Central Kansas fo
Chiecago, an equal distance, and it is
found that the Central Paciiic rate is
dounble the other. ;

About lead, The rate on lead from
Denver to Chicago, over 1,000 miles, 1s
$4.50 per ton. The rate from Ozden to
San Francisco, a less distance, is near-
ly three times as much,

Ag to goal, the ‘*Friend of the Cen-
tral Pacific’’ eays the rate from Ogden
to Ban Francieco is §4 per ton only. Ip
view of this, the strange thing is that
&0 little Utah ocoal ean get to the
Coast, and that Ban Franciseo is im-
porting 800,000 tons annually which
ought to be mined in TUtub
and could be sold on the
Pacific coast at retail cheaper than
interior imported coal now sells there,
Freight rates on coal are very suscep-
tible to jugglery and the fact that the
Utah coal hardly gets into the coast
market is better evidence of freight
rates than a published tariff,

It was recently pointed out to the
prerent writer that part of the diffi-
culty in getting conl to the coast was
the existence of arate to Ogden and
another one beyond, so that two llnes
have to be dealt with—a condition
which cansed a higher total rate. It
may be pointed out in apswer that as
far a8 the subsidized roads are con-
cerned, such rate making is contrary
to their charter. Page 137 of the Pa-
cific R, R, Commission report, 1887,

resude: “To guard against poseible
abuses of these great powers, Congress
enacled that o * *

* they (the subsidized roads)
should bind themselves to operate all
the lines in the Pacific system a8 one
econnected continuous line,”> Then fol-
lows a recital of how this has been
evaded. In the face of this charter it
does not appear that these roads have
any right to make one rate to Ogien
apd another beyond that point, but it
ie just by jugglery in that way the
rate Is made against coal exports from
Utah.

The “friend of the Central Pacific*’
says that the road is not interested in
the coal business on the coast and is
not interested in keeping Utah coal out
of that market. Tf this be true, the
remarkable thiog is that the Central
Pacific ahould never have moved a
finger to develop a coal export business
from this Territory to the coast; and
that the road has never doneso is the
best pr of that it is no friead of this
( Territory.

Licok at the facts: Ban Francisco is
yearly importing 800,000 tons of
foreign coal, which is being retailed in
San Franeisco at pricee away above
what better coal from Utah and Wyo-
ming could be mined, hauled and
retailed at in the same market. The
coalis in these mountains. The road
needed the freight. The Utah people
needed the work, and the merchants
the business arising from this 800,000
tons of coal which might bhave been
exported yearly. Yet the Central
Pacific has never moved a finger in
the matter. Truly a valuable friend
for Utah to encourage! ;

The “friend of the Central Pacific*
claimsth tthe extra cost of operating
western roads means higher charges,
This might be true to justify a frace
tional inecrease, but not to justify ex-
orbitant rates. And the producers of
this region, who need to get their atuft
over the railroads to market are fast
coming to believe that these subsidized
roads which owe the guvernmenta
gigantic debt they can never liquidate
could be operated by the government
8o as to give a trunk line of transporta-
tion with freight charges away below
what the scale is today,

MILLARD STAKE SUNDAY SCHOOL
CONFERENCE.

Tho first annual Sunday sehool eon-
ference of Millard Stake was held at
Dezeret on Baturday and Bunday,
August 25th and 26th, two sessions
being held each day, and aSunday
school entertainment presented on
Baturday evenlng. All of these gath-
erings were held in the new and com-
modious meeting house at Deseret, a
building which does credit to the
liberality ard enterprise of the clgi-
zens of that place and others who may
have aspisted in its erection. The
conierence was attended by the lead-
ing officers of the Btake, both general
and local, and by Elder T. C. Griggs
of the Deserel Sunday School Union
board.

The various schools were well repre-
sented by both officers and members
and the public generally. The banners
of the varlous schools were displayed
and the Hinckley braes band, at fitting
intervals, rendered suitable selections
performed with (aste apd melodivus«
ness, while its Jeader, Brother White-
head, also conducted the vocal exer-
cises of the eunlarged ehoir,

Stake SBupt. J. Greenwood had cauzed
to be prepared a lengthy program of
exercises by the several schools whieh
in congequence of their hearty,talented
and ample responge regretiably hadijo
be curtailed to admit of the presenta-
tion of the necessary business of the
conference.

The reports by the superintendenta
of schools . ave proof of 8 most active
interest in the Bunday school cauese,
fostered as it 18 by the paternal solicis
tude of President Ira N. Hinck-
ley, his counselors and the
Bishops of the various wards. An
exceptional hizh average of attend-
ance, completeness of grading and ae-
tive interest of teachers and puplls
were marked f{eatures of the reports.
The suggestions of bettermeut in other
directions were kindly received, and
much ioterest manifested by the
officers at a special meecting held by
them and 8. 8. U. board’s representa-
tive. President I. N. Hinckley,Coua-
selor D. R. Btevens, and Stake Super-
intendent J. Greenwood and the
Union board wisitore, addreesed the
conference in terms of commendation,
encouragement and exhortation, ealou-
leted to advance the SBunday school
and kindred interests of the Btake.
Whole-souled hospitality was shown
by the Desetetans to their numerous
visitors, XElder H. W, Hales’s un-
atinted hospitality to man and beast
was partaken ol by Elder Griggs and
many others from varjous spulgmenu,

land thelr teams,




