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Now I ask the Latter-day Saints, |
have you any thing to fear? Yes, you
have. Have I any thing to fear? Yes,
What is it? I fear lest I may slacken
in my faith and obediencein liviag as
the Spirit of the Lord Almighty has re-
quired me tolive, and ie urging this peo-

le to live so that we may be worthy to
Euild up Zion. Have you or I anything |
else to be afraid of? No; not at all. I
have no fear of heavenly beings for
they are my friends, I want to go to
their society and to be associated with
them. I likesomeof(God’s messengers, |
who travel about, to visit me, I am
fond of their society. I like the gpirits
that dwell there. I want to go home;
I want to go back again and live there
for ever. Why, the thought that the
intelligence that is brought into exist-
ence here, may be annihilated is
enough to make one shudder! There
are some, who go 8o far in their unbe-
lief that they depny the resurrection of
the body; and even to say that the soul
sleeps eternally. What is the use of |
your intelligence, what is it good for if
this be true? There is no such thing as
destroying element! Thereis no such
philosophy as annibilation. Ifthe spirit
gshould reiurn to native element the
element would not be destroyed; the
particles of matter will remain for ever.
There are some now getting so lofty in |
their imaginations, aud so wise and in-
telligent in their own estimation that
they pretend to explain all the mys-
teries of the past, present and iuture.
They are like some cslled Latter-day
Saints: they can talk very glibly about
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the principles of what they term the
gospel; but the practical workings of
the religion of the Savior they know or
care little about. Youcome to the Lat-
ter-day Saints, and you may find plenty
who talk their religion a great deal;you
may find & handred willing, even to
die for it, to one who is willing to live
it. If all were willing to live it
we would risk the dying; we care |
pothing about that.. We shall all go
sooner or later. We shall not stay in
this world in our present condition for
ever, Something or other will divide
this intelligence or spirit from the
body which it inhabits; and the taber-
naecle will go down to dust. Our spirit
will not sleep an eternal sleep, but our
bodies will be resurrected, and our
- gpirits and our bodies will be reunited;
and all who believe to the contraly are
in a state of darkness, wretchedness
and unbelief.

Brethren and sisters, be faithful to
your religion. There id
reason for fear from any other ~ource in
the world. Keep ascalm &as asutunier’s
evening; no harm can come 1o him |
who serves God with all his hea t und
trusts in Him for fatare results. *'Iiut”’
gay some ‘‘cannot they kill us?”’ Yes,
they can kill you and me-if the l,ird
permits; but if He does not, I recion
they cannot. And suppose they do kill
us! Do we want tostay in this warli
in our present condition ferever, ), no.
If Joseph and Hyrum Bmith bad not
been killed in Carthage jail, do you
think they would have lived forever?
No, they could not; the fiat has gune
forth that our bodies must all return to
mother earth.

There is nodanger for the Latter-Day-
Saints, The Lord reigns. tie has said
that He would fight our battles, Has
He done so? Look back, ye saints, for
forty years, from the s8ir.th ofthis month |
when this church was organized, Broth-
er George A, Smith and a few of us
were away on the anniversary of the
day; but you, here, had a little Confer-
ence and adjourned over. Did you re-
alize that forty years had elapsed since
this church was organized? Yes, and
there is no question that you talked of

not ilie least |

it. Look back,members of this church,
for thirty-nine years! Has the Lord
fought your battles? * Hegjhas. Has He
protected and fed and clothed us? Cer-
tainly He has. When we came here no
man knew that we could raise an ear of
corn, and a great many believed that
we could not. How many contended
against our setting out fruit trees? Said
they ‘‘You never can raise an apple,
plum for pear, and you certainly can
never raise a peach or an apricot. We
told them we shonld set out trees and
trast in the Lord; and although when
we came here everything was freezin

to death, yet now, through the Lor

blessing the elementg and tempering the
soil, water and atmosphere, the saints

in every settlement are raising beauti-
ful grains and fruits; and the ple are
increasing and multiplying. herever

we have been on our recent journey

they flocked out by hundredsto welcome |

us; and there were swarins of healthy,
brightintelligent children every where.

Talk about polygamy! There is no
true philosopher on the face of the

earth but what will admit that such a |

| rebellion, apostacy and sin?
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system, grnperly carried out according
to tne order of heaven, is farsuperior to
monogamy for the raising of healthy,
robust children! A person possessing a
moderate knowledge of physiology, or
who has paid attention to his own na-
ture and the nature of the gentler sex,
can readily understand this.

‘“Bat,’’ says one, ‘‘are we not all tobe
killed for our belief in this prineciple?’
I reckon not. ‘‘Are we not going to be
driven from our homes?’’ I don’t
Enow. This is a good place; I would
like to stay here; I would rather not go;
I baveconsiderable to leayeif we shoul
go from here. I do notknowhow to do
without the liberty that my father
fought for. He went into the Revolu-
tionary army when he was fourteen
years old,and stayed until the close of the
war; and I donot know how to do with-
out that liberty anyway in the world, I
guess I can think as I please, and I
guess I can live happy, I shall try to, at
any rate, until I finish my work, and I
rather think you will, brethren and
sisters, if you love Jesus, and prove it
by keeping His commandments. If
you do this, there is no danger in the
world. But when I look round and see
the foolish habits of the people, it is a
little mortifying, and I wish it were
otherwise. Still we put up with it,
and do the best we can; and talk and
preach and set you examples, and teach
you how to be Baints in very deed, so
that by and by you may be prepared to
go and build up the Centre Stake of
Zion. If I bave to go from here, if I
live to do so, I want to go to Jackson
county. May 1? (Yes, from the con-
gregation,) That is the pluce I want to
go to. It is not healthy like this; but
the Lord will make it so, and He will |
bless the soil, the water, and the atmos- |
phere and they will become healthy if
the Saints will live their religion. Let
us do the will of God and there is no |
fear from any quarter. I never felt
calmer gsince I have been in thischurch,
and I have been in the wars, I have left
my home five times, and a good hand-
some property each time; but I do not
feel a bit like it now, and I cannot get
the spirit of it.

To the Latter-day Saints I say live
your religion, sanctify the Lord God in
your hearts; live by every word that
proceeds trom the mouth of God, and
we shall be prospered.

God bless you, Amen.

|
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Eoveespondence,

SALT LAKE CITY
April 21st, 1870,

Mr, Editor:—You will oblige by pub-
Jishing the foliowin.: sentiments from
a person not a ‘‘Mainon,” -

From the d=y win « the serpent was
raised emblewatical vy, a8 a type of
Christ, among, whu. “brains’” now
claim to have becn o “barbarous peo-
ple,”” until the preseat, Christ’s atone-
ment has been considered a cardinsl,
loved, cherished, fundamental prinei-
ple of the Christian religion; in fact, no
Curistian religion has existed without
the atonement of His blood being ac-
kEnowledged. Bacrificesof life, persecu-
tions of masses, uprooting of nations, |
migrations of people, the settlement of
our great American world, have come
from the divine principle in man to
establish and hold on earth this fact,

Looking back to Christ on Calvary,
to the martyrdom of his Apostles, to
the loved, holy births of thought per-

are our friends, That it degrades wo-
man, is admitted as a 1‘plim against the
doctrine of plurality of wives, and, no
doubt, is a just conclusion drawn from
the nature of things as social and do-
mestic life is exhibited in the world,
There, nothing is known of the pure
priesthood of God, and its influences on
society in its organization according to
the order and ‘‘pattern of heavenly
thinge;”’ neither do they understand
the true position of women,

Our sisters abroad, who are now ear-
nestly advocating woman’s rights and
claiming equality with man, realize
that, with them, society is subject to
great and many abuses—much is wrong,
and with noble purpose they are strug-
gling to effect a beneficial change; but
they will find to their sorrow that their
‘very wishes give them not their wish’—
having reached their aim they will not
have accomplished the desired object.
The measures they adopt will be instru-
mental in creating more evil than they
eure.

Nothing short of the priesthood of
God can correct existing evils. God |
loves purity, andHe has introduced the
principle of plurality of wives to re-
store and preserve the chastity of wo-
man; and for this reason, corrupt men
and women hate it. It is true that
through ignorance of its origin and ten-
dencies, many moral-minded persons
speak and write against it, who, if they
better understood it,would be numbered
with its strongest advocates. Eve
woman who is worthy of being called
such, should defend it; it is truly wo-
man’s cause—a cause which deeply in- |
volves, not only her present but her
eternal interests—which will eventu-
ally bring her back to the position from
which she has fallen through the diso-
bedience of our first parents and crown
her with eternal majesty.

This is a voluptuous age, and in spite
of all the efforts exerted by high-aiming
philanthropists to check its pestilent-
ial spread, the ‘‘social evil’’ abroad, is
increasing to a fearful extent. Man’'s
wisdom is not sufficient— God alone
can prescribe the remedy. Here in
Utah, through His servants and hand-
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maidens He is establishing a nucleus
of domestic and social purity, confi-
dence and hap

piness, which will,so far | Joseph Smith, the first prop
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from anything that Webster, Walker
or Worcester ever thought of,

Admitting the correctness of their
own reports descriptive of their present
state of morals, as well as of the many
verbal statements from reliable sources
which we hear, it is really an insult to
our experience and the finer feelings of
our natures, that our practice should
even be mentioned in comparison with
theirs, Owurs is a system which God
has revealed in this age of moral de-
generacy, and has commanded His
to practice. It has been introduced to
check the tide of corruption, and ex-
hibit a precedent, arn order of purity
and virtue for the present salvation and
future exaltation of man; and that this
should be branded as an offense against
morality seems & burlesque on common
sense and genuine humanity. That it is
an offense against popular corruption,
will be readily admitted. Were the
practice of plural marriage really in op-
position to mqrality, there is too little
of that element now existing in the
States to create any very perceptinle
opposition: but when it comes in cun-
tact with popular corruption, ‘‘the 'ug
and toil of war’’ is aroused at onc-—
“eraft is in danger.”

To a reflecting mind, the fact, (and it
is a fact) that the most bitter opposers
of polygamy, are the most corrupt in
society, should be admitted as a strong
argument in favor of its influence in
shielding virtue and innocence. That

ry | adulterous persons should oppose a sys-

tem which is a reproof to theirinclina-
tions and a restraint on their conduct,
is nataral; but thatour nation should
have so far descended from its former
high tone of virtue as to be influenced

| in its legislation by such unprincipled

miscreants is a subject of astonishment
and deep regret.

“What God hath joined, let not man
put asunder.”” Bo said Jesus. God is
the author of the marriage rite—it be-
lopgs to Him, Shall mortal man wrest
it from Him? How does God exercise
this function? Itis by Him invested in
the Priesthood, and that Priesthood the
Latter-day Saints hold , with President
like Moses of old, as

Brigham Young
the mouth of God to the people.
I was intimately acquainted with

het in this

as its influence extends, eradicate and | dispensation. He taught me the prin-

prevent, in future, all those blighting
evils which are not only destructive to
virtueandinnocence,butwhich threaten
the extinction of human existence.

Is it possible that principles and prac-
tices productive of such noble and mag-
nanimous results can be degrading to
woman? No: verily no—they have the
opposite tendency. They elevate her
from the common level of womankind,
to a noble and lofty standard—they
constitute her a co-worker with God in
the moral work of salvation and in the
redem ption of the world. They place her
in a most responsible position, where
she is fully authorized to accomplish
all the good of which her nature is
capable,

Let those who question the morally-
elevating results of plural marriage,
carefully and candidly compare the
present condition of women in Utah
with her condition elsewhere. Not
like Anna Dickinson who, having her
forthcoming lecture on the Mormons
previously concocted in her brain, came
here, stayed a few hours, and was care-
ful to go away as ignorant as she came,
and by doing so, she served her finan-
cial interests, for falsehood has more
ready 'sale than truth, in the
world’s market. Annareminded me of
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meating all sects of Christians, the hol-
lowed refinements of civilization, up-
rising of nations’ charities to suffering
mortality, springing as they have
sprung like the verdure-bloomed flower
and fruit from the earth, out of the en-
tirety of conviction of the power of
Christ's atonement, what are the Mor-
mons or any other Christian people to
think or do, when this is pressed,
CROWDED, FORCED, home to them
‘‘as & humbug and deception,’”” detected
after ages by ‘‘brains’’ acting in connec-
tion with ‘“‘Planchette’” and spiritual
rapﬁin , except to pity and hold
higher, holier and more cherished the
love of our Father who gave his “belov-
ed Son,” to save so many of his other
sons as desired to escape the wake of

Respectfully, &e.
TRUTH.

i o S
For the “Evening News.”

“DEGRADATION OF WOMAN 1IN
UTAH.”

The degradation of woman in Utah
is & common phrase. It is common
with ourinveterate enemies—those whq
would annihilate us as a people, and it
is repeated by many who, politically,
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a country Squire, who, having a suit
before him, heard the witnesses on one
side, but when those on the opposite
side were called, cried out, ‘““Hold! my
mind is clear on the subject now, but
if I should hear the other side I fearI
might be puzzled.”” This is a specimen

of the course pursued by many of our
traducers. BSolomon said ‘‘He that
Judgeth a matter before he heareth it is
not wise,"’

What lady possessing the gelf-respect
that belongs to noble womanhood,
weuld not prefer the polygamy of the
Latter-day Baints, to that which is il«
legally and clandestinely practiced in
the outside world? That is really and
fearfully degrading—it is criminal—
vice and crime degrade.

The ** Civil Service Journal in speak-
ing of polygamy in Utah, says, ‘‘Itis
contrary to the moral sense of man-
kind.””—The Cincinnatti Daily Enquir-
er says, ‘“We regard it as an offense
against morality."”’

The above are no uncommon opinions
of the press, which exhibit either an
egregious amount of ignorance with re-
gard to the workings of the ‘‘social
system of Utah,”” or they must have
adopted an entirely new definition of
the word morality—entirely different

|

ciple of plurality of wives, and instruct-
ed me that it pertained to the Priest-
hood. I knew him to be a man of God,
else I would not have endorsed his
teachings; and from that time I have
held the doctrine of plural marriage as
gacred as any other principle of salva--
tion, I have witnessed its operations
for nearly thirty years, and know that
where it is honored it neither degrades
man or woman,

In conclusion let me say, if virtue,
purity and nobility of character—if eon-
tempt of vile and wicked men; and love
and respect for those who are pure, up-
right and honorable—if the privilege for
choosing husbands—if to be loved, hon-
ored and respected as wives, mothers,
sisters and daughters by good men, is
degrading them, then the women of
Utah are degraded. _

ErLiza R. SNow.

Salt Lake City, April 21.

ORES. ORES.

The undersigned. are prepared fo pay Lhe
Highest Price jor ORES containing

GOLD, SILVER, COPPER or LEAD! -

To those who may prefer to ship ores on their
Oown account we are prepared Logrant

LIBERAL ADVANCES ON CONSIGNMENTS
» To our friends in England,

CROSS & Co.,

316 California St.,San Franeisco.
dl0l-Sm 1 aw

ESTRAY.

AN AWAY,on Wedn the 2th inst,
when on tﬁa Tooele r about 10 miles
west of this city, a small Grey HORSE, branded

Y on leit hip, and 8 ish brand on left thigh,
had saddle and bridle on whéen he started off,
Any person glﬂnﬁ information, at this office,
that will lead to his recovery, or who will de-
liver him at Pre«ident Young’s barn, will be

suitably rewarded.
dl28 £23 wid-lea

FARM FOR SALE!

NE Hundred Acres good land for sale, near

Brighton, about 41 miles west of this city,

tor U. C, R, R, Bonds or Stock, will be sold in
parcels or entire vo suit purchasers,

Apply 0 JNO, NICHOLSON, DESERET NTWS

s gy d128 wiz-tr



