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gentlemen thoughthou1 h not members of

the church to whichet I1 have the honor
to belong you cannot look upon matters
connelaconnected with our history from the
same standpoint thatathadthat I1 dodof yet from
the pleasant andabd scenes that
transpired with us henwhan I1 wasas aa resi-
dent of your city I1 cannot forego the
inclination of writing to you

it is now a little more than elgheighteenteed
yearsyearb sincesincel I1 left your busy and flour-
ishingg town the vigor of manhood
then animated our bodies and ourbut
minds aridand though our pursuits aniand
professions were diverse a kindly mel-
ing always existed between us but
now the sun of our existence is fast de-
clining in the western sky and howbow
soon it may set with somebome or adlofallail of us
none but that being who gave Usas exaxexlexii

can determine in view of this
contingency and from considerations
of ourdour agreeable associations I1 am im-
pelled to the pleasant task of giving
you farther reasons why my falih in-
creases in the truth of my religion
with the increase of mayearsmy yearssears then I1
was comparatively young and full of
combativenesscombativenessnesb and zeal but now ex
perpenperifencelenceeneeence hashits somewhat modified my
feelings and from a careful observation
of men and things I1 am taught calm-
ness consideration and faith in the
true and living god

there is a tacit ac by
the american government that our re-
ligion cannot be disproved by the scrip-
tures of the old or newnow testament nor
yet by the highest order of talent in
the natinationoliois aided by all thelthe sciences
that can embellish that talenttalentandtaudand so
despairing of the ability of mendenofof
science erudition and theology to sucsue
gesseesstully refute it they resort to penal
enactments against its furtherfarther develop
ment and progress now the inquiry
naturally arises if men have not skill I1
learning biblical knowledge and gen-
eral intelligence to effectually expose
its fallacy in the broad field of investi-
gation have they skill learning bibli-
cal knowledge and general intelligence
enough to enable them to enact laws
sufficiently potent to impede the on-
ward marcilmarch of truth ifit might were
right they possibly could accomplish
it laretare not the people of the united
states the fountain from which all con-
stitutional law issues andland are they not
higherhighba and stronger than the law itself
it soitoiso can the lawjaw annul that which the
makers of that law are unable to do
stringent enactments agaiagalnatus
baffle us if the overruling hand of
providence were palsied but there is
an overruling providence in this case
and in alallail lotherother cases pertaining to the
family of man

somesame of you may yet remember that
iniin the year gli 1 published au articlearticie

ireJRerepublicanpublican I1 in which it
was stated concerning the southesouthernrnreurebellionlionilon that the demon of war would
bageonrage on the american continent till the
material in which he chose to operate
was consumedconsumedi then he would depart
andrakeand take up his abode on the banks of
the rhine has that prediction been
fulfilled if it has been then I1 callcah
assure you in the name of that god
that inspired that prediction that every
enactment of the american government
prejudicial to the church of jesus christ

day saints in utah territory
will prove more prejudicial and disas-
trous to the nation than to the latter
day saints keep your eyes open to
the course and character of the legisla

congress in connection with the
foregoing sentiment I1 am borrysorry to feel
under the necessity of giving utterance
to these words but as further progo of
the correctness of my position I1 will
here state that any favors shown
by the government to the latter day
saints will be answered on itsita hoad
with more than equal tavorfavor by a provi-
dential handband if the government would
prosper and hushbush thehe cordentdiscordantdisdiB ele-
ments that threaten to rend it asunderasu uder
if it would settlegettle the mormon ques-
tion and be happy and prosperous itself
and allow the saints to be happy and
prosperous also let it graciously give to
the latter day saints the lands in this
territory which they possess and have
reclaimed from the desert by honest
toiltoll we have earned these lands by
killing snakes making roads building
bridges fighting indians amdand grass-
hoppers making canals and water
ditches we have made an oasis in the
debertdesert which has afforded subsequent
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4 a resting place and a basease
fort supplies heretofore curfouram iarth
hhaveav6 been to us by ox arialiarddaridd mule16

teamsle the igarigatlaielaaeifie of over ia thousand
miles bosta and charges to
enable listous to 7formforrd this base of supplies
and being first and foremforemostoatbAt iuju thedthesethesa
mountain regions we have bornebarne ththe
burden and heat of the day

I1 cannot think the moralsmorais of the na-
tion will suffer very materially by the
example of what is termed our pecu-
liar institutions therefore let ththe
government allow mormonismbiamblAm aoa it
lolfolrs called to sink by its owaown weight or
8wimswim by its own couyancybou yancy if it caucan

exist on a boisterous sea with
suchauch a tidetlde of opposition bettingsetting I1in
agaagainstnot it auarquarterstipra it Is pretty
good eevidencevidenceenco that there is a helping
band underunderneathneith it invisible to the
world but the saints if it can-
not

r

swim afpf course ibb must sinbin it with
out congress luteffinterferingering with itt but
they tell it is a stumblingblang block and
rock of offense to the american people
no doubt it is so but did god ever
reveal any law or system of religion
thathat was notnoi a stumbling block andiandsand
rock of offense at the time it was re I1

healed
now whereforetherefore as thethie government

and people of the united states treat
the saints BO will heaven treat them
ifit they frownfrowd upon usua they will be
frowned upon if they smile upon us
they will be smiled upon if they heap
blessings upon usblessings will be heaheap-
ed

p
upon them if they heheapap curses

upon usbo curses will be heaped upon
them no man has ever lifted up bishis
hand or voice against or
the cormonsmormonsMormons and has continued to
do so butbat that hasbaa become a candidate
for disgrace and dishonor amongst men
to say nothing of hereafter A true
and faithful latter day saint is better
thought of todayto day by the outside
world than a miserable apostate utter-
ing the cry of 1 I exposed
or something elseolee equally flaunting and
false
I1 am an american citeitcitizenidenlien my father

and grandfather were such before me
1I1 love my country I1 love her I1

and stripes yet as a faithful watch-
man upon her walls I1 will utter the
warning orycry when I1 beesee herdtiher in danger

now my friends for such 1I esteem
you let mesay to you and what isayibayI1 baysay
to you I1 say to all that joseph smith
was a truetrue and faithful prophet of god
his mantlemantie fell on brigham young not
in a corner but in the presence of thothou-
sands of people I1 sawbaw him myself
when it fell and he has worn it to this
day and will continue to wear it while
heliceshe livesilves I1 am no stranger to you you
know me and knew me forbearsforyears did
1I1 ever tell youyon a lie did I1 ever attempt
to defraud or deceive any of you and
when I1 left you did IlealieaI1 leaveveanyany debt
unpaid not to my knowledge but I1
harenobavehave no righteousness totd boast of I1
as well as you am dependant on the
mercy of our god and while I1 am tilotnot
much given to I1 cannot
withhold11 from youa scriptural invita-
tiondonjon come sogo along withwithes1111 and we

1

willelli do00 theet ee good foriov the bordbalordnord th
Fgoodod concerning graehlsrael jlejie

1

I1 iremain gentlemen idtninJJ cmoat respectfully 1younyour sincere friendend
rlL t fi

THE researches of geologists and otherothir
scientific men are continually adducingadduchij
proof that the great west of america
including the rocky mountain regirevioniaregioniaonlaoniaonis
one of the richest geologically and

in the known world
almost every week richly prized me-
mentoes of prehistoric ages are being
brought to light proving that americaI1
the new world is by no means an
infantinfant among godsgoda creations and
oneeonce teamed with aaas numerous races
and forms of life human and animal
as any other portion of the earth could
ever boast

the colorado tribune of the atath not
I1

basanhasanhabhas an account of the discdiscoveryov off the
remains of anaasamastodontodon aithat thee Fforteortortont Llyonyon
resenreservation in that territory this
denidenizen of the ancient world supposed
to be a reale of the period of
the earths geological formation waswaa
of enormous magnitude one of the
teeth weighed biksix pounds and meas-
ured gixsix by twelve inches the tri-
bune sayabayr that the tusks were four feet
in diameter but this must be a mistake
and may mean four feet in circumfer-
ence which would be enormous and
almost incredible the hopeniopeningsnga in
the several vertebrae for the spinal
arrowmarrow were three and a half inches in
diameter the bones crumbled to dust
on being exposed to the air
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and calrcall skin like patent Lealeatherther

it lais put up in a patent boxbozboothethe greatest
novelty of the age the box alone lais worth
more to keep thanthan the pricepice ofot box and relish
combined
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