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AFTER THE SNOW AND THE

SHROUD

whathat if we all lay dead below
laylay as the grass lies cold and dead

in goagods8 own holy ahrshroudoud of snow
with snownowsnowwhitewhite stones set foot and head

with all earth dead and shrouded white
As clouds which crosscrone the moon at night
ahatwhat itif that infidel someome night

could then rise upop and see how dead
howflow wholly dead and out of sight

all things with snows sown foot and head
and lost winds wailwailinginguPup and down

the emptied fields and emptied town

I1 think that grand old infidel
would rub his hands with fiendish glee

and say 1I knew it knew it well I1

I1 anewknew that death was destiny
I1 moate I1 drank I1 mocked at god
thouthen asa the grass was and the sod

aliah me the grasses and the sod
they are my preachers hear them preach

when they forget the shroud and god
lifts up these blades of grass to teach

ttothe resurrection I1 who shall say
what infidel can speak as they

joaquinjoaguin miller in the

JOSEPH SMITH A TRUE PROPHET

A lecture delivered by Fiderfider andrew
aaenson beforebeare the students society
in the 1 I hall saltsall lake OWcity
friday evening january 16 1891

I1 will take for my text the followfollowingilag
words of the prophet mosesmom spoken to
the children of israel while they were
journeyingeying in the wilderwildernessnew of ara

the prophet who shall presume to
speak a word in my name which I1 have
oot commandedded him to speak 0 0
oveneven that prophet shall dledie aud if thou
myay in thine heart how shall we know
the word which the lord hast not spoken
when a proprophetbet speak eth tnin the name of
oetb lord tfft the thing follow not nor
come to pass that is the thing which the
lord hath not spoken but the prophet
hathbath spoken it presumptuously thou
aback not hebe afraid of him deutbeut evill
202220 22

the passage which I1 have read may
ypee taken as a key by which to distin

a true prophet from a false oneRthee first definition of the word
propheth 4 recording to the standard dic-
tionariesmption araaries69 is oue who prophecies one
abo foretells future events a predictor

a foreteller a seer in this light we
shall proceed to test the claims of
joseph smith whom the latter day
saints claim to be the great prophet
of the nineteenth century we claim
for him that he was visited by holy be-
ings who restored to him the foulness
of the gospel of jesus christ with
authoauthorityrhy to admadministeriniste in all the ordi-
nances of thothe same tutthat he received
from the angeladgel foroutmoroni certain gold
plates that had been bladen in the
earth for fourteen hundred yeara and
that he translated the engravings upon
these plates into the engl 1language
by the gift and power of god the re-
sult of which was the book of
Morramormon we further claim that
liehe organized the church of
christ once more upon the earth
and that he received by direct revel-
ation a code of laws and command-
ments by which to govern the affairs
of that church according to the
original pattern given by jesus and
his apostles eighteen hundred years
ago we further claim that it isin of the
utmost importance for all people who
desire eternal salvation to know
whether these things are true or not
if joseph smith is what he professed
to be A true prophet of god no one
can reject his testimony without being
condemned while on the other hand
if he was an impostor or a false kroph
et we can reject him without fear of
divine punishment and the condem-
nation will rest upon the man who as-
sumes to speak in the name of the
lord presumptuously in this lecture
I1 shall confine myself to his prophetic
and inspired utteranceig by brovprovingin9
their fulfillment and truthfulness
mostly from a historic standpoint

JOSEPJOSEPHS1118 FIRST VISION

one of the first declaradeclarationstimis made by
joseph smith when he was only a boy
between fourteen and fifteen years of
age was that the whole christian
world hadha i gone astray and that the
true church of christ was not to be
found upon the earth what a start-
ling declarationdelaratlola could anything laebe
moie on the part ofaof a
common uneducated farmers boy than
such an assertion preachers of the
various denominations 1inn the neighbor-
hood where the boy resided became
exasperated and at once denounced
him as an impostor or a fraud A boy
who had seen nothing of the world
save the tract of coucountry I1inn vermont
where he was born and the western

wilds of the state of new york where
he now resided with his parentsparents A
boy who had perhaps never been even
introduced to any of the prominent
divines of the day who hadbad neverdever cross-
ed the threshold of any important
institution of learning who had never
thoroughly examined the creed of any
one denomination much less havinghiving a
knowledge of them all who had
never crossed the ocean to acquaint
himself with the great learning of
europe with its thousands of preach
ers and its universities and institu-
tions of learning what did be know
about the creeds and organizations ex-
isting among the millionsmillionof christians
in europe and america thus to de-
nounce them all without further cere-
mony why even luther the great
reformerof the sixteenth century with
his profound learning and thorough
knowledge of the catholic creed did
not denounce the roman catholic
church in such a manner as that hohe
did not say it was rejected as a whole
and that it was not the church of
christ he simply contended that it hadbad
incorporated into its system doctrines
sacraments and ordinances which were
not true and not warranted inIII the
bible Lr simply desired to re-
form the church to purge it and
remove from it erroneous doctrinists
and wicked practices but joseph
smith without any more knowledge of
the religions of the world than what
opportunities his attendance of the
numerous revival meetings held iuim his
immediate neighborhood bad given
him denounced them all as false
whence then his authority for the
sweeping declaration he made as to t 0
condition of the so called christianchriatian
churches his story is a simple plainii
and one he tells iniii
his own straightforward manner how
after attending the diffiedifferentrent revival
meetings without being able to con-
clude which of the denominations was
the right one for him to join went
into the woods to pray to the lord for
that wisdom which the apostle james
promises boball be given the honest
believer the result was an attack of
the power of darkness which threatened
him with destruction then a lightliblit far
above him in the sky then an evolor
ment in that light which descended
upon him then a vision of two glori-
ous personages standing above him in
the air one of whom speaking to him
while pointing to theotherthe other said this
is my beloved son hear him here


