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WILL OUR REPUBLIC LAST?

EMINENT STATESMEN,(LERGYMEN AND
SOLDIERS ANSWER NATIONAL QUES-
PTIONS OF VITAL IMPORTANCH.

[Copyright and all rights reserved by Geoffrey
Wiltlston Qhristine.]

N question i8 of more vital import-
ance to every American man and
woman than that of the perpetuity of
our-republican institutions aud form of
government. Recognizing this fact,
the following questious were recently
submitted to a number of our most
prominent public men best qualified to
answer them.

1st. Will our present republican form
of government last 100 years longer?

2nd. It not, why not?

8rd, What is its greatest peril?

4th. Is there any danger that aliens
may go buy up the land and foreign
syndicutes 80 buy up the business
enferprises 88 to ohiain controlof our
country and eventual]ly change its
form of government?

Their answers, which comprige a
most interesting symposium, will be
found below.

GEoFFREY WILLISTON (HRISTINE

CUARDINAL GI/BBONS THINKS ADIIER-
ENQE TO CHRISTIAN TRINCIILES
OUR SAFEGURAD.

My Dear Siri—~The first question to
which youdesire an auswer fron1 me ia:
Do you think that our present repubii-
can form of government will last 100
yvears longer? To wbich I reply that |
ot only fervently frust but also firmly
believe that it wili.

In view of the preceding, the sccond
question requires no anewer.

Next, you ask:- What is our greatest
peril? I answer, a departure from
those Christiat prineipivs upon whicl
our very Jaws and ianstitutions are
based. Aslong ae these Christian prin-
¢iples are maintuived our institutions
will, umder God, survive and Hourish,
Our laws, which nre ounly expressions
of eternal law, will commaud our re-
spect, and Lherefore our loyal obedi-
ence. (n the other hand, every de-
parture from those Christinn principles
upon which our social fabric rests—
eapecially in respect of the marriage tie
and the freedom of popular suffrage—
tends to loosening the foundation-
stones of the Republic.

One of the most admirable features
of our svatem of governmenl is the
happy balance of Federal power with

" Btate autonomy; aod so long as this
golden mean is ohserved we shall
pustess strength and liberty and in-
deatructibility as a great nation,

To your fourth query, I reply, that
in my julgment we need have no fear
of foreign capitalists and foreign syn-
dicales. Thosewho invest in our pub-
le lande and our husiness euterprises
will naturslly be brought into closer
acquaintance with our republican form
of government, and there is little
doubt that our iustitutions and our
Inws will gain upon them upon closer
acquaintance. Moreover, the present
influx of capital cannot, in the pature
of thiugs, continue. The vendors will
themselves rooD be in competition

with  foreign investors, so0 aa
to obtain, in their turn, profit-
able ipnvestments. This iflux of

capital is, according to my view, a

| tion,

posilive benefit rather thanp a peril to
iarge areas of our undeveloped con-
tinent. JAMES CARDINAL GIBBONS.
SENATOR DOLPH THINKS THE WORLD
I8 TENDING TOWARD REPUB-
LIGAN GOVERNMENT.

Jogeph ‘N, Dolph, the senior United
States Bepalor from Oregon, writes
thus:

UNITED STATES BENALE,
WasHINGTON, D. C.,
Nov. 21, 1880.

My Dear Bjr:—Upon my return to
the city after a briet absence I found
your favor of the 18(h inst. awaiting
me, and hasten to reply.

To your first question, **Will our
present republican form of government
1ast 100 years longer?” 1 answ r yes.
The Constitution may be amended,
chapges in form may occur; but our
republican government will endure for
all time. Monarchical governmeut is
not likely to be re-cstablished on this
continent; and hetore another century
all the leading govern nents in Europe
will be republican. In vlew of the
foregoing answer, your second ques-
©If it will not last, why not 2
requires no rejiy.

Your third question, ‘““What 18 our
republic’s greatest peril??? I will not
undertake to answer categorically. The
maintenance of a government by the
people is posgible only while the mas-
ses are independent, intelligent and
virtuous. The danger to our republi-
can forao of government Arises from
the ignorant, the vleious f.d veoal
claeses, controlled by designivg and cor-
rupt men. To guard againat the danger
we should educate the rising genera-
tion, prevent the comjng to this coun-
try of Lhie ¢riminal classes of other
nations, maintain the standard of A mer-
ican wages and thus secure the inde-
pendence of the American working-
men; frown down by public opinion
and punish hy law all corrupt prac-
tices which debase the voter and cheap-
en suffrage. I answer your fourth
interrogatory by saying that I do not
thiok there is a particle of dangerthat
aliens will so buy up theland and for-
eign sy ndicates so buy up the business
enterprises ns to obtain control of our
country and eventually change its
form of government. The induce-
ments to foreign Iinvestors in this
country are created by our system of
government and republican  institu-
tions. Foreigners, who have invested
their capital here for greater safety
and better profit, will be naturally in-
terested in maintainving those inpstitu.
tiops; and I doubl if a majority, other
things being equal, would prefer a
monarchy o an aristoeracy to a re-
publean government. Of course, it
would Le better for the country if its
land owners were all citizens and none
of its industries were owbped by for-
eigners or controlled by foreign capi-
tal, so that the profits upon the capital
would remain here; but the production
of what we consume in this country
by foreign ecapital here i8 far better
than and preferable to, in cvery way
and on every account, the production
of suc¢h articles by foreign workmen in
foreign shops and foreign couuntries,
with foreign eapital as weil-

Yours truly,
J. N. DoLPH.

KNIGHT OF LABOR POWDERLY
SAYS NO.
SCRrRANTON, Pa, Oct. 31, 1890.

Dear 8ir:—I lack the time to do jus-
tice to your questions an i am unwill-
ing to commit 1nyself on such import-
ant issues hastily, but I will endeavor
to answer, briefly, the queations you
put to me, but reserve the right to am-
plify my answers in the future if they
should be ¢alled in question.

First — Our republican form of
governinent can not last 100 years
longer and eontinue to drift under the
power of monopoly and wenlth as it
is doing. now; in fact, the moneycd
power at the present day forms an
aristoeracy, or a plutocracy, which en-
flrely uoullities every section, clause
and article in our bill of rights when-
ever they nre called in question in be-
half of the people.

Our republican form of guvernment
cannot last 100 years longer for the
reapons I have given.

The above answers your first and
second questions.

8rd. The greatest ?eri! menacing
our government ir the poverty and
indifference of our people. The poor
are go oppressed that they are forced to
sell thempel ves for what they can gat
and are thug at the mercy of the bosses,
the pliant tools of monopoly, who forge
to the front in our political parties.

The people are driven to the polls to
vote for their opprescors and dare not
murmur for fear of dismisaal from em-
ployment.

Those who ¢an be more indepeudent
are indifferent or so absorbe 1 in busi-
ness affairs that they do not nDote the
rapid advances of this unforeseen power-

To your fourth question let me say
that [ do mnot care whether it be an
allen or a native pyndicate that buys
up the land or business enterprises of
the ecountry, for the instinct of greed in
the mpame in an American as an
Epglishman, and we have, therefore,
as much (o fear from land stealing in
one form ag another.

Very truly yours,
T. V. PowDERLY.

SENATOR EDMUNDS TAKES A HOPEFUL
VIEW.
UNITED STATES BENAFE CHAMBER.
WasHINGTON, D, C.,
256th Nov., 1890.

Dear Bir:—Yours of the 3rd iuslant
was received, but I have nol been able
to reply until now.

To your first question, I avswer that
[ certalnly think so, This answers
both your first and second questions.

11 respect to your third,1 remark that
I think the groatest perils to the Re-
public are insuflicient «ducation, ex-
cess of the foreign element, and polit-
ical corruption.

Asto your fourth, I think there is
no danger of any considerable portion
of the lands of the United Statea fall-
ing into foreign control; nor any con-
slderable portion of its business enter-
prises.

Yours truly,
GEORGUE F. EDMUNDS.

BVARTS BAYS WE IIAVE COME TO
STAY.

Hon. Wm. M. Evarts, the senior
United States Senator from New York,
has faith in the permapency of our
government, as WiB be seen below:



