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THE DESERET WEEKLY
THE irrigation CONGRESS

that a gathering of such magnitude
theithe great irrigation congress now
leesessionaaion in this city coullcould be called
aetherher with so few preliminaries and
ath such perfect response from all

aters tells plainly ane importance
1 urgency of the subject that brings
m togethererS8 a represent
lonion of brains and influence never
ore met west of the missouri six

en statestates and territories have res
ded to the call and sent their bestbeat

W to represent them in the assembly
the idea of holding suchauch a congress

mated with the state irrigation
liven tion held at lincoln nebraska

ift february last A committee was
appointed to consider the matter
at their instance the legis

re of colorado took the
ejectact in handdanli with a

to have the congress assem
jbf at denver but in the meantime

ahethe quiatio afas called tolo the attention
offf governor thomas by the chamber
af commerce of this city and he
forthwith sent out a circular letter
which at the time was published in all

ahehe western papers inviting the gov
conors of the western states and ter

ft stories to appoint delegates to meet
falth a congresson gress here the list of dele-

gates given in another column attests
e respect that was paid to the catcal
abi hotels last night showed the
cencence of a small number of dele

jatee the most conspicuous arrivals
wingng the california representatives

a came in a body there arrived
some of the head lights from colo

wyoming and kansas provos
eibersbers and others from southern

etabash who came in last night to attend
inemeetingeting of the utah delaga

i were taking things leisure
at the collencallen they

davave come prepared for doing sonaesome

llgarogorounurs work the provo board laIs to
its services to the congress

ey worewere accepted with a vote of
ICbanksauk s at the meeting of the delega-
tion last night

4 As published in the NEWS last week
he utah county delegates were

ious to have the utah delegation
into the congress with their line of

amcyey defined this was opposed by
be other members mr king of
avovo offofferederedaa resolution that the

bh members come together during
Concongressgreis and appoint a committee

16 prepare amendments to the
aiva laws for presentation at the next

ion of the legislature
J

gp yuethe resolution was adopted with an
merit providing that the report

ke alsoiso presented to the congress of
attoethe united states
11 the delegation then elected governor

awas for chairman and ellaselias A
alth secretary C C goodwin and

IW 11 king were chosen members of
y

till committee on resolutions J W
connellantonnellan was selected for vice
ent of the congress for utah
the chamber of commerce at 11pj Clock was about the deadestdearest spot in

1 thefile city but the condition at the
exposition building explained the
cause there the decorators were justejust

f puttingdg the afinishingnish I1 ng touches on their
kimt of the work while squads of

foreignn delegates were sauntering about
the building discussing topics coniconi

with the convention

at fifteen minutes to 12 the
bustle of genuine activity began theprovo band in the balcony above the
speakers platform were heard from in
a splendidly executed piece of music
in the meantime the voice of the
leader of the california delegation was
heardbeard calling his collengescolleages together

at a few minutes to 12 the membersmember
began pouring into the hallball and in
less than five minutes every seat that
hadbad been prepared was taken and
benches worewere brought in to accommo-
date the overflow

several ladlesladies adorned one side
of the delegatesdel division the
western press on
the platform at the opening of the sensem

siou there were present for the chi-
cago interinfer ocean mr gilbert E bai-
ley for the san francisco examinerEzarMner
mr WV F perkina for the engineering
adwa mr geo H frost for the dan-
ver republican mr W C edwards
of the times held a11 special commission
mr ed ivins of the herald staff
represented the denver news mr
T M samuelson was looking after the
interests of the provo Dipdispatchpatch mr
thomas tongue of denver represent-
ed an english press syndicate andadd
mr W M birmley was present in
behalf of the ogden commercial

THE OPENING
at precisely 1230 colcal

Doundonnellanellan arosearise and called theibe conven-
tion to order whereupon mr fred
simon read the circular letter bby gov-
ernor thomas inviting the western
governors to send delegates to the
congress

mr simon announced the states and
territories entitled to representation
and col donnellanDjuDann uellanellan then introduced
gov thomas to the assembly
the governor advanced to the plat-
form amid applause and spoke as fol-
lows

GOVERNORS ADDRESS
gentlemen of the irrigation

it is my pleasant duty on behalf of
the people of the territory of utah
to give you a cordial welcome and
to express their thanks and appre-
ciation of the patriotic sense of duty
which brings you here to consider
questions so closely related to their
welfare and prosperitybrity and also to the
welfare and prosperity of the states and
territories juin the aridand region I1 can-
not in the brief space of time allotted
to an address of welcome enter into a
discussion of the important subject of
the history and development of irriga-
tion nor of the vital questions which
relate to the great irrigation field of the
arid region the various phases of the
subsubjecteject will be majemade the basis of special
papers that have been prepared ffor0r yyourour
information I1 can only refer briefly
to the practical part af the questionque and
to the subjects enumerated in the call

when the question of calling an
irrigation congress was first discussed
it seemed to me there would be a
special fitness in holding it in the
great salt lake valley where in 1847
the cultivation of the soil was com-
menced by mormon settlers and where
upon success or failure depended the
life or death of the country as a place
of human habitation the irrigation
system which has been developed in
utah is a combination of the two sys-
tems which prevail in the dakotas on
the east and california on the west

in california a great system of direct
irrigation has been developed by diver-
sion of the waters from her mountain
streams in the dakotas an exten-
sive system of irrigation has been
developed by water from artesian wells
in utah water is obtained for irriga-
tion both from mountain streams and
artesian wells it was fitting there-
fore in a business as well as historic
sense that the first great congress held
by the western people to consider the
important subject of irrigation should
assemble in the salt lake valley in
utah

the congress is called for the pur-
pose of hastening the reclamation of
the arable aridand lands so far as possible
and for the purpose of petitioning con-
gress to cede to the states and territ-
ories the arid lands within their bor-
ders for the purpose first of reclaim-
ing the same second in aid of the pub-
lic schools and third for such other
public purpose as the legislative assem-
blies of the states and territories may
respectively determine

the call has awakened national in-
terest in the subject of irrigation thethe
reclamation in the large portion of the
west is a subject of absorbing interest
to the people the call seems to have
struck a popular chord and the
response has been most hearty indeed
almost unanimous

I1 believe this congress will prove to
be a great educator but few people
in the east have an adequate idea of
the physical conditions of the western
country or of the amount of capital
which Isib necessary to be expended or
of the difficulties to be overcome before
water can be successfully diverted
from the rapidly flowing mountain
streams for purposes of irrigation
these streams some of which are not
perennial have their source in the
hearts of the great mountain ranges
and are fed by the snow deposited on
the moumountain crests and in the dedeepep
recesses of the canyons in the winter
time many of these streams cut deep
and enter the valleys far below tthee up-
per levels in order to bring the water
out on the higher lands it is necessary
to commence tha work of diversion far
back in the canyon and make a way
for it alongafong the rocky muntmountainaln side
when the open valley is reached other
serious difficulties are met the val-
ley which appeared to the eye to be so
uniformly level is found tobe inter-
sected by a network of furrowsfurrow andsand ra-

vines made by the rainfall and the
melting snows of spring time when
the ditch is completed unless the
work be of an extensive character thothe
amount of water furnished is only suf-
ficient to irrigate a limiter area be-

cause
J

in these arid regions the supply
is rapidly diminished by absorption
and excessive evaporation if a canal
be constructed sufficient to reclaim a
large area another forral bable difficulty
is metmety the water supply cannot be de-
pended upon in the faring time the
snow melts rapidly and ththe flow of wa-
ter being beyond the demand the sur-
plus water runs to waste Asae the warm
season advances the supply gradually
decreased uuntili i ti 1 1inn ththee asummeru in in er seasondeasou
when the water joia most needed unless
the stream is very large which is not
often the case the supply fails alto-
gether or is so much reduced as to be
practically valueless for purposes of
irrigation the building of large


