THE [RRIGATION CONGRESS.

That s gathering of such magnitude
as the great [rrigation Congress now
jn session in thie city could be called
together with so few preliminnries And
with such perfect response from all
quarters tells plainly the importauce
and uriency of the subject that bringe

them togather. ) pawsriul a repressn- ;

tation of brains and influence never
before met west of the Missouri. 8ix.
teen States and Territories have res-
ponded to the call and sent their best
men to represent them in the assemhly.
The tdea of holding such a congress
originated with the Btate {irrigation
convention beld at Lincoln, Nebraska,
in February last. A committee wus
then appointed to consider the matter
apd at their instance the legis.
Inture of Colorado  took the
subject io hand with a
urpose Lo have the congress assem-
Ele at Denver. Butin the meautime
the questioyg was called {o the attention
of Governor I'homas by tbe Chamber
of Commerce of this city, and be
forthwith sent out a circular letter
which at the time was published ju all
the Westsrn papers, invitlng the gov-
ernors of the Western Btates and Ter-
ritories to appoint delegates to meet
with u congress here. The lirt of dele-
gates given in another column attests
the respect thul was paid to the call.
The hotels last night showed the
presence of & small number of dele-
gates, the most consplcuous arrivals
being the California representatives,
who came ip a body. here Arrived
alsp some of tbe hend lighta from Colo-
rado, Wyoming and Kaneas. Provo’s
membera and others from eouthern
Utah, who came in Iast night to attend

the meeting of the Utal delega-
tion, were taking things leisure.
Iy at the Cullen. They

huve come prepared for doing some
vigorous worl‘:). The Provo hoard is to
give [ts services lo the Congress.
They were accepted with a vote of
thanke &t the meeting of the delega-
tion last night,

As published lu the NEwS Iast week,
the Utah county delegates were
apxlous to have the Ulah delegatian
go into the Congress with thelr line of

lley defined. This was op[])osed by
he other members, Mr. King, of
Provo, offered a resolution that the
Utabh members come togetber during
the Congress and appoinl a committee
to prepsre amendments lo the irriga-
tion laws for presentation at the next
sesaion of the Leglsluture.

The resolution was adopted with an
amendment providing that the report
be' also presented to the Congress of
the Udited Mtates.

Thudelegation then elected Governor
Thomss for chairman and Ellus A,
Smith secretary. C. C. Goodwin and
W, H. King were chosen menrbers of
the committee on resclutions. J. W,
Donnellan was selected for vice-presi-
dent of the congress for Utah.

The Chamber of Commerce at 11
o'clock was about the deadest spot in
the city. But the condition at the
Exposition building explained the
cause. There the decorators were just
putting the finlshtng touches on their

art of the work, while sgquads of
oreign delegates werepauntering about
the bullding discussing toplecs con-
nected with the convention,

THE DESERET WEEEKLY.

I Al fifteen miuutes to 12 o’clock the
hustie of genuine agtivity hegan., The
Provo band in the balenny abovethe
speaker’s piatform, were beard from In
A splendidly executed piece of musio.
In the meantime the voice of the
leader of the Callfornia delegation waa
heard calling his colleages together.

Ata few minutes to 12 the membersy,
began pouring into the hall, and o
less than five minutes every seatthat
had been prepared was taken and
benches woere brought in to anccommo-
date the overflow,

Several ladies adorned one side
of the  dclegates’ djvision. The
western press was fuirly represented on
the platform at the opening of the ses-
slon. There were present, for the Chi-
cago Irfer Oocean, Mr. Gllbert E. Bald-
ley; for the 3an Francisco Eraminer,
Mr. W. F. Perkins; forthe Engineering
Newe, Mr. Geo. H. Frosl; for the Dan-
vor Republioan, Mr. W. C. Edwards,
of the 7¥nmes, held napecinl commission;
Mr. Ed. Ivins, of the Herald stafl,
represented the Denver News. Mr,
T. M. Samuelson '‘¥as looking after the
intervsts of the Provo Dispateh, Mr.
Thomas Tongue, of Denver, represent-
ed an English press byodicate, and
Mr. W. M. Burmley was present in
behalf of the Ogden Commeroial.

THE OPENING,

At preecisely 12:30 o’clock (Col.
Donnellan arvse and called the conven.
tion to order, whereupon Mr. Fred
Simon read the circular letter hy Gov-
orpor Thomar inviting the westerp
Governors to send dJdelegates to the
Cungress.

Mr. Bimon announced the States and
Tarritorien entitled to representation,
and Coi. Dunueliar then introduced
Gov. Thomas to the assembiy..

The QGovernor advanced to the plat-
lform amid applause and spoke 03 fol-
ows:

GUVERNOR’S ADDRESS.
Gentlemen of the Irrigation Congress:

It is my pleasant duty on hehalf of
the people of the Terrjtory of Utah
to give you a cordial elcome and
ti0 express Lthelr thauks and appre.
ciation of the patrlotiv sense of duty
which brings you here to conslder
questions su closely rejated to thelr
wellare and prosperity and also to the
welfure nnd prosperity of the States and
Territories in the arid reglon. [ can-
not, in the brief apace of time allotted
te an address of welcome, enter intu a
discuesion of the important subject of
the history and development of irefga-
tion, nor of the vital questlons whioh
relate to the great irrigation field of the
arid region. 'The various phases of the
subject will be made the basis of special
papers that have been prepared for your
information. [ orn only refer briefly
to the practical part of the question wnd
to the subjects enumerated in the eall,

When the question of calling an
Lrrigntion Congress was first discussed
it seemed to me there would he a
special fitness in holding it in the
(reat Balt Lake valley, where, in 1847,
the cultivation of the roil wus com-
menced by Mormon settlers and where,
upon succees or faflure, depended the
life or death of the country, as a place
of buman habitation. The irrigatinon
system whioh has been developed in
Utah is a combination of the two sys-
tems which prevail, in the Dakotas on
the east and California on the west,
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In California a great system of direct
irrigation bas been developed by diver-
slon of the waters from her mountain
streame. I[n the Dakotas an exten-
sive system of Irrlgation has been
developed by water from artesian wella,
In Utah water j8 obtained for {irriga.
tion, bith from mountd®in strenms and
artesian wells. It was fitting, there-
fore, in & huslpess as well as historio
sonse, that the first great congrees held
by the western people to consider the
important subject of irrigation, should
assemble in the Salt Lake Valley, in
Utah.

The Congress s called for the pur-
pose of hastening the reclamation of
the arable arid lands, so tar as posaible,
and for the purpose of petitioning Con-
gress locede to the Btates and Terrl:
tories the arid lands within thelr bor-
ders, for the purpore, firet, of reclaim-
ing the same; second, in ald of the pub-
Ita schools, and third, for such olher
public purpnse as the legislative assem-
blles of the Btatea aud Territorles may
reapectively determine.

The call has awakened bpational iu.
terest in the subject of i:rigation. The
re¢lamation lu the large portion of the
west 18 a subject of abeorblng jnterest
to the people. The call, scema to have
struck a popular chord and the
responee has been most hearty; indeed,
almost unanimous.

[ believe this Congrees will prove to
be o great educator. But few people
in the East have an adequate lJeu of
the physical conditlons of the western
country, or of the amouant of capital
which is necessary to e expe:nded; or
of the Jdifficulties to be overcome before
water can be succeasfully diverted,
from the rapidly flowing mountain
streama for purposes of frrigation.
These streame, some of which are not
perennial have their source ln the
hearts of the great mountain ranges
and are fed by the snow dJepusited on
the mountaln crests and in the deep
recesses of the canyons io the winter
titne. Many of theve streams gut deep
and enter the valleys (ar below the up-
perlevels. [n order tobring the water
out on the hiyher landa it is necessary
to commence ths work of diversion far
bagk In the canyon and make & way
for it afonyg the roeky mountain side
When the open valley s reachued other
serious difficulties are met. The val.
ley which appeared to the eye to be so
uniformly level, ia found to'be inter-
seoted by n nstwork of furrowsand ra-
vines, made by the rainfall aud the
melting snows of spring time. When
the ditoch 18 completed, uuless the
work be ¢f an extensive charncter, tho
amount of water furnished is only suf-
ficient to trrigate a llmited area, be-
cause in these arld reglons, the supply
ig rapidly diminished by absorption
and excesslve evaporation. If a canal
be constructed sufficient to reclaim a
large area apother formibabie dfficulty
ie met, the water supply eannot be de-
pended upon. In the spring time the
sngw meits rapldly and the flow of wa-
ter beiog beyond the demand the sur-
plus water runs to waste. Asthe warm
searon advances the supply gradually
decreased until, in the summer senson,
when the water = most needed, unless
fhe stream is very large, which is not
often the case, the supply fails alt -
gether, or is 8o much reduced as to be
praotically valueless for purposes of
irrigation. The * -huilding of large
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