mon pecvple buve not only welcomed
tut aided non-M: rmonsiv their effurts
to establish Ameriocao institutions in
Utah as they sre enjoyed in other parts
of the opation. Mormon nudieoces
have listened paliently to tha discus-
ston of seculur problems by noo-Mor-
mon oraters. Jhese changed or chang-
ing conditions partake largely of the
mnatuie of a reformation on the subject
tosvhich they spply.

To those who belleve that individual
character is of supreme importince in
anything which affects the communi-
ty, it wiil bea sad disappointmeunt, to
say the least, if the presemt readjust-
ment should ignore the moral condi-
tlons of the people. _But if the moral
and spiritusl development of the people
of Utah kesps even pace with their sec-
ular prosperity, it will be by diligeut
and persistent efforts such as are re-
guired io other parts of the pation to
gecure similar results.  As the govern-
ment opens the gates of Utab Lo other
influences than those of the Mormon
Church, it 1oust not be supposed that
all the influences which enter those
open gates will be of 8 high moral or
spiritual character. [tisin the hope
of helping the guod and restrajgping the
evil that I speak this mornin?

Sinpce what [ bave to say is not a
phruphecy, but rathernn inquiry, con-
eerning the future you need not be
surprised if my discourse bristles with
interrogation points. Their presence
may serve indirectly to indicate. the
present degree o! progress toward the
goa) which we hope Lc reach.

Any discussion of relizious privilege
or duty must be an effurt lo discover
and apply the troth.  The apostle says,
IWe can do nothing against the truth,
bat for the truth.”’ And .te this truth
I purpose to anchor the thoughts apd
snggestions of this discourse. There s
no paving power in religion except ithe
power of the truth. Any churcb has
poweraccording to the truth which it
possesges and applies. Men cannot
make c¢ompromises or conditions for
God. Charity for others, sympathy
with them, confidence In their sinceri-
ty In the things which they Lelieve
—none of these things ¢au change the
truth. It wliil always be true, for
example, that the results of vice must
be evy] and the rewards of virtue good.
‘‘Righteousness exalteth a vation,* but
8in is a truth which no vote of majori-
tiea can change.

The fature of Utah as an inseprarabie
part of our natiov, depends on the
truth discoveret and applied; the future
of her gitizene on their attitude to the
truths which apply to the development
of such » people. If we as a people
desire the fruits of righteousness we
must piant the sceds of righteousness,
for “GGoc) is nol mocked; whatsoever a
man sgweth that shall he also reap.”
If we neglect the moral and spiritual
development of our people our neglect
will be our ruin. ‘‘KEterpal vigilance
is the price of lberty,”” and Christ said
unto the disciples, *What | say unto
you [ eay unto all, WATCL.??

{ our people are to enjoy peace and
prosperity, if we are to keep nbreast of
the best civllization and enlightened
virtue of the age, it must be by efforts
equal to the blessings we seek. Weall
know that such blessings are to be ge-
cured by nohedience to lawa as certain
and as unchangeable na the laws which
have to do with our materisl
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and temporal prosperity. If we
agtee oo the results we will
secure it will oot be ditfeult to

decide on the methods by which to
secure them. If we decide on what
methois we can apply, and in what
ways we can ubite tor the promotion of
the weltare of our people, it will not be
difflcult to estimate the good which
ourmethods will produce, Are we to
be satisfled with indifferent resujts?
Or, desiring large resuits, shall we fail
of our desires because unwilling to
uuite iu efforts by which these greater
blessingsmay be pecured?

The morai and religious developraent
of any peopledepends on the churches,
What, then, are the forces on which we
must depend? [t is eatimated that at
present three-fourthas of the penple of
this Territory nre Mormons. Of the
other fourth, about ome-quarter per-
haps are Christians, and the balance
are either indifferent, skeptical, or
directly opposed to Christianity. Some
are in favor of good morals, but the'r
standards are low, apd the methods
they would employ are wholly inade-
quaie tu the rerults which even then
they might desire for themseives and
the community.

Numerically considere: the religious
strength of tﬂis Territory is in the
Mormeon church. But upnder the preas-
ent gonditione the Mormon people eun-
not have much religious power outside
of their own church. While their
people are tralped to service io the
church, conditions have been such in
the past that they have not heen drill-
ed {n the work of moral reforms out-
side of the ehurch. The present sen-
sitiveness on the subject of church
power will seriously hinder the eflec-
tiveness of any efforts the Mormon
people might attempt in the way of
moral reform. he non-Mormon
Christians in Utah enme to their work
upder more favorable conditions.
Many of them arctrained to the work
of moral reform outslde of their several
churches by long experience before
coming here. They have the symmpa-
thy and support of Chrisilans generaliy
throughout the Natiocn. Qutslde of
Mormon influences they can work In
Utah as Christiane work In other parts
of our country. But the question Is,
what can they do in regard to the
Mormons? What will the Mormons
do in regard to tbem? The little
hapdful of non-Mormon Christians
will be, numerleally, 8 hopeless min-
ority to sustain the moral confliets in
{Jtah if the Mormous chose ts be in-
different on these subjects.

Along the lines of moral progrees and
development so much depends upun
the poliey of the Mormon Church that
it is in order to inquire what that pol-
icy is to be. The Mormons have
alopted the policy of political assimil-
atiou; to what extent wiil they enforce
a policy of religious isojation?

The Mormons may refraein from
moral responsibility inthe government
and among the people. This has been
the potiey ol wbat may be c¢alied the
atate churches generally throughout
the world, Apd the Mormons may,
ns these state churches bhave done, con-
fine their efforts within the church,
and even then to the reilglous cultiva-
tion of their people, without regard to
thelr moral development. They may
strive to bind their people to the
chureh, without stnivioe to elevate
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them intellectually, focially, or mor-
ally. Such a course I8 possible. Is it
wine? Imit Christian?

God’ has laid on the Cburch some
responsibility for the morals of the
pecple. The Sermon on the Mount is
moral reform practically applied in the
name of reiigion aod as the ope alm of
religion for this lite. When the
Churech neglects the morals of the
people the State wili neglect them, and
decay isthe inevitable result. Christ
sad to the discipler, *-Yeare the light
of the world.?”” “If the ligit that jis in
thee be dnrkpess, how great is that
darknese.” “You nre thesalt of the
earth. But if the sall has lost {ts savor
it is thenceforth goud for ucthing but
to be trodden under foot of men.”?
The religion of a puople ls worthless
if it does not serve as a light in the
world, sng a8 An element to preserve
and promote good morals ouJVirlue.
As no strearn cao rise hlgher than
Its source, so the inorals of a people
wili pever rise higher than their re-
lgion.

When the people govern themeselves
they are responsible to the extent of
this influsnce nod power, and oumeri-
cally responsible as a voterand a factor
in the government.

It is a matter of great concern to nll
of the people what the policy of the®
Mormoen Church is to be oo the moral
155ues of the times. And it ia a jwatter
of importance to the Mormon Church
itseif what position it takes in regnrd to
the morals of its own people. If that
Church keeps its own people nbreast
of the best clvilization of the times, the
worde of the people will add strength
to the Chureh. {f its people continu-
ally remew their spiritual life, and:
really enjoy the presence of the Holy
Spirit and the baptism of divine power,
the Church will notonly endure but it
will be a blessing to the community.
Buiif it neglects the mornls of its peo-
ple and turns to fables instend of fants,
and is satipfied with the forms of reiis
gion without the faith which brings to
the soul eternal life, then wili that
Church bea hindrauce rather thana
help in the moral and social develop-
ment of the people of this Territory.

To illustrate. No moral issue pow
before the American people is of
greater importance than the temper-
ance question, In some of the States
where the mora) standard is high and
the religion of the people reaches to
their eocial life, prohibition of the
liquor traffic prevalls. It is now con-
ceded that prohibition and total abstin-
ence is the only »safe ground for
Christians to take on this subject. Not
all Christians tn the nation will vote
for prohibition now, but they all be-
Heve it to be rightas soon as they can:
gee it to be practicable. How does the
Mormen Church stand on this subjeot?
How wlll the Mormon people vote, if
an opportunity is gziven them to vote
on the temperance question?

This is but cne question of the many
which must come before the people of
this Territory. Politicians try to keep
mora) issues out of politics. They try
to settle all questions on simply a busf-
ogse bagis, and igoore the moral effect
of legisiation. But ng Btate is more
than baif eivilized which does not re-
gard the mornls of the people of su-
preme importance. and sc plain that
temporal prosperity sha!l be ap nid to
virtue. .



