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After singing, prayer was offered u
by Elder Geo. Q. Cannon, when PRESII—}
DENT BRIGHAM YOUNG arose and said:

When we are called upon to pay our
last respects to the remains of our
friends, and to eonsign to the tomb that
which belongs to it, and to condole with
the relations of the departed loved ones,
we are brought face to face with one of
the stern realities of our efistence, and
the moans and sorrows of the bereaved
lacerate our feelings with anguish. To

t with our children is very grievous;

t overwhelms us with pain and sorrow;
but we have this eal to meet and
pass through, It might appear that we
should become passive and unconcerned,
when so common an oceurrence as death
overtakes our children and friends, that
it would cease to excite gloomy and
mournful feelings within us; this, how-
ewver, is not the case, although the Saints
are more moderate in their lamentations
for the dead than the rest of the world.
This moderation in their grief arises
from their superior knowledge of princi-
Eea which pertain to the inner life and

e immortality of the soul. “Now,
what do we hear in the gospel which
we have received? A voice of gladness!
A voice of mercy from heaven; and a
voice of truth out of the earth; glad
tidings for the dead; a voice of gladness
. for the living and the dead; glad tidings
of great joy; how b&autifu upon the
mountains are the feet of those that
bring glad tidings of good things; and
that say unto Zion thy God reigneth.
As the dews of Carmel, so shall the
knowledge of God descend upon them.”
Again, itis written, ‘‘Thou shalt live
together in love, insomuch as thoushalt
weep for the loss of them that die, and
more especially for those that have not
hope of a glorious resurrection. And it
shall cometo pass that those who die in
me, shall not taste of death, for it shall
be sweet unto them; and they that die
not in me, wo untothem, for their death

is bitter.”

“While the s athies of our hearts
are drawn out for those who mourn the
loss of dear ones, at the same time it

ves us comfort and happiness and re-

oicing to see that the departed have
made themselves so loved and respected
a8 to call from their friends such mani-
festations of love and respect. These
displays of tenderness are more marked
in those who live  the nearest to the
-Lord, not so muech by wild, ungoverna-
:ble bursts of anguish in cries and tears
a8 k;ﬁ a grief that is chaste and subdued
‘by the knowledge of the future state of
the spirits of the departed and the hope
of the resurrection from the dead. We
are not ignorant concerning them
which are asleep, nor sorrow as others
-whieh have no hope: ‘‘IFor the Lord
Jrimself shall deseend from heaven with
-a.shout, with the voice of the archangel,
and with the trump of God: and the
dead in Christ shall rise first.” 1f we
‘mortals are so sensitive at the loss of our
-friends, what must be the sensations of
those who have passed from mortality
to immortality—who are made holy,
and drink at the fountain of all intelli-
gence, and are filled with the glory and
power of God in the heavens—who are
-sanctified and glorified—and who can
see and understand the awful conse-
‘quences of sin and disobedience to the
eommandments of God—when their
friends wander from the path of truth
until they are forever separated, both in
this world and in the next? Their grief
must be very intense, yet they no doubt
POSSESS curres%onding intelligence,
power, and ability to overcome thejr
sensations, and to submit patiently to
all the dispensations that affect thisand
that existence with which they and we
“are so intimately connected. What
niust be the feelings of our Father in
heaven, at the disobedience of His chil-
dren! and what must be the feelings of
our fathers, who are behind the veil,
when their children despise the counsels
of the Lord, and neglect their duties to
themselves and to the kingdom of God
upon the earth, for such a course will
lead to their everlasting separation!
The Lord says of Israel of old, “I have
nourished and brought up children, and
they have rebelled against me. The ox
knoweth his owner,” and the ass his
miaster’s crib: butIsrael doth not know,
niy people doth not consider.” What
love and sorrow is conveyed in this
‘qootation!
~ We have hope that, when we are
ealled to separate with our friends here
it is only for a short season, for we shall
soon go to.them. This hope, which is
%{;’n li:i ot enjoyed by k
} n oy the wicked world;
“hence, we do not modrn as they do a
the loss of our friends. .:Itj,ﬂ-m -grig_
eup to be robbed of our chil by

*.
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death; still it is right, and sach afflic-
tions are pregnant with good to the
faithful. When we, as the people of God,
perform our duties according to the best
of our abilities, and are united therein,
there is no circumstanee that can trans-
pire in this life that will not be over-
ruled for our best possible good. This
we shall see by-and-bye. When the
Lord sufiers children of all ages to be
taken from us, it is for our good, and for
theirs. Let us learn to receive the pro-
vidences of God cheerfully, and with a
Kind submission, relying upon Him, for
our confidence, our fmpt—: and our all is
in Him, and all things shall work to-
gether for our good. I am well satisfied
of this,

Questions are often asked, why our
children die, why they are not permitied
to live to fill their earthly destiny and
become fathers and mothers of their
race. Many are the physical causes
which lead to the death of our children
and friends, before they have lived out
the days allotted to them, that, in conse-

uence of our ignorance of the laws of

ife and health, we are not yet able to
overcome, neither have we yet attained
to faith sufficient to overcome disease
and death entirely im our families. But
the Lord has not left us without consol-
ing words for our comfort when we lose
our children, for it is written: *‘But, be-
hold, I say unto you, that little children
are redeemed from the foundation of the
world through mine Only Begotten:
wherefore, they eannot sin, for power is
not given unto Satan to tempt little ehil-
dren, until they begin to become ac-
countable before me, for it is given unto
them even as 1 will, according to mine
own pleasure, that great things may be
required at the hand of their fathers.”

It is bard for the mother of the de-
ceased boy before us to part with <her
son. It wrings from her heart bitter
anguish to see him ecommitted to an un-
timely grave; but we ought not to allow
any greatl sorrow to wear upon our mor-
tal tabernaclesso as to waste them away,
and cut us ofl" from performing that
good which we otherwise might%ive to
perform. Though we cannotaltogether
avoid grief under sore trials, yet we can
overcome excessive sorrow th rough faith
in the Lord Jesus and by calling upon
the Father in His name—and that is all
we can do. 1 can sympathize with
brother Heber C. Kimball and his wives
in their bereavements, for they have lost
many children, as well as others of our
brethren and sisters. - Butitis consoling
to think that, when our children are
taken from the earth in their infancy
they are safe, for they are redeemed, an
of such is the kingdom of heaven; they
have the promise of a glorious resurrec-
tion, to share in glory with those whao
are brought forth to enjoy the blessings
of the sanctified. This is a matter of
rejoicing to us, and the reflection ought
to comfort the mourners on the present
occasion, It gives me no less joy to
think, that the inhabitants of the earth
will not have to sufler and endure the

as is supposed by the sectarian world.
It gives-me exceedingly great joy to un-
derstand that every child that has been
taken Jfrom this mortality to the
_gpiritual - world, from the day that
mother IKKve bore her first ¢hild to this
time, is an heir to the celestial kingdom
and glory of God; and to understand
also that the inhabitants of the earth
who have been deprived of the fullness
of the gospel—who have been deprived
of the privileges which we enjoy—will
be judged, in equity and truth, accord-
ing to the deeds done in the body, and
that every person will receive acceord-
ing to his merits or demerits. But
when membersof the Kingdom of God—
we who have received an unection from
the Holy One—are froward in our ways,
and will not abide the laws He has
given wunto us, but will violate our
covenants with our Heavenly Father
and with one another, we are the ones
that will sufier in the next existence, if
we do not repent and retrace our steps
before it is too late; it is not those who
have lived and died without law,

As a general thing, yea, almost with-
out exception, the children of parents
who are members of this Church are
good, true and faithinl, and full of in-
tegrity. It is true that, when theygrow
up to manhood, some of them turn
away, and wander away from their
parents; but I do not think an instance

his parents or parent who has been
trained acceording to the laws of the
gospel, with proper parental indulgence
andygestriction. If parents understood
how to conduel themselves properly to-
wards their children, ﬂlﬁf would bind
the affeetions of their children to them

as firm mak.l aking comparatively ac-
intelligence they ﬂﬂjn{é

ﬁﬂrding';ﬁ.;

| as the affections of angels are : I
the Gods of cternity. The children of | ing their
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this people are good children. They
have the same temptations to endure as

ception, I can assure you that they are
good, faithfuland true. How important
it is that we should teach our children
the way of life and salvation, preserve
them in the truth and in their integrity!
These noble, God-like principles should
be instilled in them in their youthful
days, that when they grow up, they
may never feel a disposition to deceive,
or commit inigquity, or turn away from
thé Holy commandments of the Lord,
but have power to control and govern
themselves, subduing every inelina-
tion to evil, and every ungovernable
temper, that they may secure to them-
selves eternal life.
over our dead. It is pleasing to the
heavens when strong parental affection
is manifested; it is justifiable before the
heavens, for they are full of the affec-
tions.and love that we only have in
part, for ours is mixed with sin and im-
purity. :
I ean say to brother Heber C. Kimball
and to his family, no matter whether
your children exist in this life or in the
a]pirit world, they that Futt-lmir trustin
the Lord will never be destroyed; for the
Lord will preserve His own, and the
Psalmist bhas written, “I have been
young, and now am old; yet have I not
seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed
begging bread.” The seed of the right-
eous will never be found begging bread;
for the Lord will provide for His people
in the latter days. He has defended us
so far, and has fought our battles, has
led us to victory, and blessed us with
houses and lands, with friends, and
with an abundance of the comforts of
life.  We are filled with peace, joy and
consolation. We mingle with those
who love the truth; and this is one of
the greatest boons that can be enjoyed
by those who love the truth and delight
in it. We are not under the necesgity of
mingling with the ungodly; we may see
them in our streets, and in emr houses
occasionally; but we are not obliged to
fellowship their wickedness; we can
keep ourselves perfectly aloof from their
wicked influences. We are not under
the necessity of hearing the name of the
Ged we love and serve blasphemed, or
of hearing good men spoken evil of and
reviled; for, if we try to avoid witness-

such evils, we c¢an do zo for our-

in
Beﬁ*&s and for our children, and lead

the latter forth in the knowledge of |

God. I say to this family, and to the

wrath of an angry God to all eternity, |

can be pointed out where achild has left

brethren and sisters who have met here
to condole with them, may God bless
' you all. Do mnot be cast down, sister
- Kllen; but bear up as well as you can
| under this bereavement. To part with

our children wrings our hearts; then let

us never eonduct ourselves in that way
towards them that will eause us mourn-
ing when they are laid upon the bier;
-but let our treatment of our children be
such, that if thegshould be laid a life-
less corpse before us, we may feel happy
and satisfied on that account.

Elder Gro. Q. CANNON was then in-
vited to speak, who said:

1 do not know that I ean add any-
thing thaqt will be any more congolatory
to the mourners than what has already
been been spoken. While listening to
Bro. Brigham’s remarks there were
some reflections that passed through my
mind which to me were consolatory
and edifying. We are in reality, while
in this mortality, aliens and strangers.
We are far distant from our father’s
house, living in a cold world far remov-
ed from those aftections which we
doubtless have experienced in the spirit
world, and which we will again enjoy,
if we are faithful to the trust reposed in
us on the earth. In one of the revela-
tions given to Enoch it is said: ‘‘And
the Lord said unto IKnoch, then shall
you and all your ¢ity meet them there,
and we will receive them into our bo-
som, and they shall see us, and we shall
fall upon their necks, and they shall
fall upon our necks, and we will Kiss
each other; and there shall be m
abode, and it shall be Zion, which shall
come forth out of all the ¢reations which
1 ‘have made, and for the space of a
thousand years shall the earth rest.”
This quotation describes how lmpﬁ
will be the meeting of the faithful wi
their Father in heaven. Our old aflec-
tions, of which we know but littleat this
time, will be-revived, and we shall
enjoy ourselves with a joy that to us is
inexpressible now. It is right that the
ties should be strengthened between us
and the spirit world. Every one who
departs from this mortal state of exist-
ence only adds another link to the chain
of connection—another tie to draw us
nearer to our Father and God, and to
those intelligences which dwell in His

resence. I . have seen this illustrated.

y the Saints in foreign countries, send-

mnds and relatives from

others have, yet, almost without an ex-|

Itis right to mourn |

e

Babylon to Zion. When they have
sent their friends to Zion, they fecl a
greater interest in Zion than they ever
did; for they have somebody there to
meet, probably a son, a daughter, a
father, a mother, or some f(riend who
has preceded them to Zion, and it is as-
tonishing the eflect the departure of
such a relative or friend hus had on
them; they feel more stimulated and
encouraged, and look forward to going
to Zion with feelings they did not have
before. It is somewhat similar with us
in this mortal condition. Those of us
who have lost children, brothers and
sisters and parents feel an increased in-

| terest in the spirit world; the ties be-

tweent sneh and the spirit world have
become bimding, and we can contem-
plate, if net with delight, at least
with no great sorrow, our removal from
this-state of existence to to¢ next. 1In
the providence of God it is right that
these earthly ties should be weakened,
to convinece us that we are not in the
condition the Lord wishes us to remadn.
We are here in a state of templation,
sin ‘and sorrow, and He desires us to
look forward to a better world—to a
state of happiness far beyond that
which we at present enjoy, As our
friends continue to pass from this state
to that better world, we who remain
feel an increased interest therein, and
feel stimulated to look forward with in-
creased joy to the time when we shall
be united. I recollect that when 1 lost
my mother in boyhood, I could con-
teniplate death with pleasure. 1 reflect-
ed upon the idea of leaving this exist-
ence with feelings that were the oppo-
site of dread; but, since 1 have grown
up to manhood, and have taken upon
me its duties and cares, and am sur-
rounded with other ties and associa-
tions, those feelings of indificrence to
life are considerably weakened; yet
when I reflect upon my child/#8 which
{ I have yielded up to death, and my
many friends who have gone behind
the vail, I can think of death with dif-
ferent feelings than if I had no friends
gone to that land where the wicked
cease to trouble. The Latter-day Saints
have hopes and anticipations which
none besides them ean indulee in; be-
cause we have a knowledge of the gos-
pel which buoys us up under these
earthly afflictions, and assures us that
we shall be united with our friends
'again. It is not a matter of doubt or
gspeculation with us; but it is with us a
matter of knowledge. God has given
us the testimony of His BSpirit, which
bears witness to our spirits that we
shall again be united with our departed
friends after death. Our mortal taber-
nacles may sleep, but our spirits are
eternal, and, if faithtul here, we shall
enjoy an immortality in the presence of
God that will amply reward us for all
that we may suffer on the earth. Ma
God bless and comfort Bro. Heber Iillg
sister Ellew, and his whole family, and
all that pertains unto him, is my prayer
in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen,

President HEBER (. KiMmpALL made
the following remarks: ,

I will.try to say a few words which L
can do to-day better than I could yes-
terday, so intense was my sorrow for
the loss of Joseph. This is the nine-
teenth c¢hild which I have buried, and
if 1 continue to be faithful, as I have
been thus far, I shall as sure be their
¢ternal father as I am now theirnatural

father. -

It might be supposed that I should
beeome used to the presence of the
grim messenger, death, in my family,
and not heed it so much; but the con-
trary is the case. My heart becomes
more tender the oftener it is wrung
with sorrow and grief for the loss of my
children; and if 1 am getting used to it
at all, it is in that way. Ivery child
that 1 bury seems.to be the best child I
have got; but, when I think of it, I
have concluded that, if it had been any
other child but the one that is taken, I
should have thought the same of that
| one. We are very apt not to appreciate
the good in the living, and to magnify
their faults; but, when dead, we forget
their faults, and their virtues and good-
ness alone stand prominent. 1 should
think this is more particularly so in the
case of parents and children. 1 find
that the older the child when taken
away by death, the harder it is to part;
for like the severing eof a large limb
from the trunk of a tree, the wound is
larger, and mutilates the tree more than
the severing of a smaller limb.

The longer our ehildren live with us
the stronger grow the ties which bing
us togeggher. And I find that the more
light and intelligence I get from heaven
the more sensitive are my feelings; be-
cause light is sensitive, and if there
were no light, there could be no sense.
And the more I become like my Father-
in heaven, and like His Son Jesus.
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