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beat at his own game A seene on the
highway

bijacksas1 JACK HUMP aWES

Ihallolallo there mister stop
centamCeCei itamtain squire said the yiyankeeinkes jehu woo sookbook

bellu ld on yeou footfool yeou woo morninmomin squire what
is theneilie neneiise hiitt got the collery down this waywaytedeouou
I1 houe dien like sixtysixty in york with the dead things

I1 no ffriend I1 said the man we hamhain got no collery

lierere bbutut iguessI1 guess you dont know wevewelve got a law what
fitinesnes folks that drivedelve on the kings highway antheon the lords
day t

deau tell said he in the little tight wagonwagon well I1
wonder now if you had and i

I1 and I1 shall arrest you friend for breaking the law
1 I want to know now well squire I1 cant help it

vouV ou see inin fact I1 aminam in the all firedest hurry to get humihum
I1 hahavee been inin nennea bout tew weeks among
the dead and ayin

what with the i-
tcollery collecolleryry squire iscarreiniscarcar aernem off by hull wa

gon loidloads I1 ththeesquiressquires eyes dildilatedatod I1 got a good job at
hauhnh twethe dead inin my wagonWagon tuto potters felfield I1

what this wagon
factly squire it paid well the squires cheeks grew

a1 little paler and I1 held on until a day lafoacors yesterdayyesteyete iday
I1 felt it a cummin on memei and I1 started for itzinhum 1

friend saidthe squire litsns only seven miles to M
n ind I1

but I1 say squire im despret ill sick as a dog cant
you let meine put up with you until

no no no go on soon get to IV and
Bbuttit you to let a feller die in the road in

this here kind a way I MIB 1 IUA A mI1

drive on drive
1

I1
astopi stop a minutenu te alanani

1theI 0oldid fellow stepped off as fast as he could toddle from
I1

thehe pedlarsped lars pest v wagonagon I1

hithal loio squire roared the man of notions cheow
abreut the fine

dtD i blast you and the fine tw06 drive off shouted
tilethe old fellow and on yankee showing a aptset
of nivoriesones to the drizzly day enough to set a dentist in
ecstasies

go ahead sookbook guess that fellow wont stop trading
folks soon again hoohoa hoo hoo gin him a ager
fit

buethebut the pedlar had not made many miles before he
avasw is again li tiled and by an absolute constablesconstable whowha ex

officio soon brought up the old mare undtind her driver to a
dead hiltti i it it wouldatwould not go down perhaps so well with
thisthin customer thought the pedlar to try the cholera
gimegame wwithith hunhim so yankee thought heldhed try a new
dod ge

I1

well h aint no objection to pay the fine for I1iwaswas dode
terintenn i nedined to get into M today ramraia or shine and my
old mmireire isis nigh bout giving bout I1

welywela said the ofofficerder drive ahead its only three
miles to nl 11ill11 go down with youvou

1 hankThank yeou spose you ride a bit mister im pesky
t ired sitting so jest get inin and drive along ill
walkvalk a spell and out got the cute chap into the road

tilethe constable got inin pladglad to quit the mud and rain for
so comfor table a place and on they went As you get
nearne ir M there is plenty of houses along the road
and nimy ran out to see who on earth it was profprofaninglining
the sabbath and breaking the law by driving a yellow

i covered pedpedlarslars wagon inthein the very face of open day
seeing it waswa their constable the folks weren ere at a dead
loss to comprehend the matter and let him drive on with
out interruption tile1 he road being heavy and the old mare
in the last stages oddoneof done out the wagon propelled itherritherr
tediously along while the bonnbona fide owner I1longill limbed
winded and light of fout reached M full twenty
manutesm before the officer and the proscribed wagon
came up pushing into the first tavern at hand the ped
larI1 ir called for the landlord and wanted to know ifftif it was
not against the liwlaw to drive a wagon on sunday being
well assured by boniface of the tactfact he requested ohnmm
to steptep out and see a man inin the very act k

i

I1 why I1 blessblesble s my soul mr ilter constaconstablebleV
I1 said the pedlar well now id call him a

party tew the constable breaking your laws all
tew smash on a sunday but he is at it aint hebe land
1toldd

its a fact here liehe comes sure elouenoughhl
wellV el 1 I1 reckon theres something tto be made here

ad ttheh e pedlar so ill just shear the fine with yeou
I1 landlord if ye otilli show me where the squire lives

I1
11i oh im justice here myself saidisid the landlord I1

I1 dew telltella well then well soonemu rixFIX that congablecon table
uptp drove that officer and jumping out grinning lie

handed the lines to the and told him to put the
miremare up

I1 why you beat me here I1 said he
guess I1 hevaw 1 said the pedlar

I1 wellWe lasitas it isis sunday said the officer landand near
night well let the maremare taiw over until morning ill take
care of the mare and wagon 4

the pedlar hadbad no objections so it did lay over until
morning when bright and earlyearli the constable fouad him
belf fined ten dollars ana costs porfor violating the sunday
travelling law the officer grinned and but
as the case was made out asaa clear as day there was no
dodging it and that community learned thatth it yankee
pedlar like edge tools must be handlhandledad carefully

juggling in madras
N G greene esqeq the correspondent of the post wn

ting from calecalcuttauta gives the following account afanof an ex
hibi tion of eastern j jugglerylery which liehe witnessed

in madras are found in perfection the celebrated east-
erninhibitionjugglers groups of them lareare daily at the hotels up-
on the arrival ofaof a steamer to exhibit their wonderful
feats and receive rupees snake dancing sword

i lowing fire eating tumbling ac are shown to crowds
iwhoi who search amuseamusementment coithwith some others I1 hired a

partyparly to exhibit on the vetverandahindall of the hotel and I1 am
quite assured of their superiority overallover all other magicians
professed or amateur aiw the world at the time assig-
ned they on the spotpot arranging their implements
preppreparatoryoratory to greitgreat wonders and marvels otof deception
while thus preparing hook a cheroot from its case the
more readily to find out everything about what was go
linging on and searched amongamon the passengers for a lightofperceiving the desire one of the jugglers came to me
went through a pantomimic request to regard his face
attentively and commenced blowing like a pair of bel-
lows much totomymy ita slight stream of smoke

from his lips and finally a pointed jet of nameflame
shaped as gracefully aas a gasgaslightlight and extending two
inches inin my direction which he kindly placed at my
convenience I1 availed mysmyselfellofof it by lightinglighting my clci I1
g irr pressedexpressed my obligation and also a desire to examine
INintrinsicallynn xi

8 cally so pokie a salamander I1 opened his
i montimonth looked in looked on the right and left outside but

devil a cause could I1 discover fasofor so suddensadden and ampro
poa conflagration what an agreeable fellow you areagroffurr
a windy day was an inward exclamation and what a
life youou may lead without danger of future warmth
but the magic was about to commence and I1 forgot my
friend with the portable furnace in other wonders
less individual perhaps but quite as mysterious

I1 j they danced cobra capellos opening their flat heads to
show them sound Fin fangs anaand venom bags and made
them perform a variety of poses the snakes danced in

I1 a circle kept admirable time with the music and
ite I1 the most admiadmirable willingness imaginable to ac
c late europeans

A handful of sand taken from the road was made to
mirkmark everye ery color and finally to produce a shovel full of
every variety by a simple manual operation plants
gidiewe w perceptibly balls danced in the air swords hooks
jagged pieces of iron and steel worewere used like sounding
leads to penetrate abdomens eggs fiade birds and birds
madein ide rabbits and rabbits underwentunderwent variousvarious transformstransforma
eions common cottoncotton balls moved at command going
away an animimmenseahse distance but returning on the grogroundund
veryery obobediently until we were completely tied up and
turned inside oat ourselves with amazement and creduli-
ty then came the great featonfeat of the greatest juggler in

J

india theathe mosta and wandwonderfulerful of allaal descrip-
tions andband for this night only 7 the performer the lea-
der of the party hadbad rested quietly with his wife and
oilcin i ldlilieni ett outside the circle watchingbatching the entire proceed-
ings of his men and noting the general effect upon the
assemblage at the conclusion off an announcement pro-
portionateoniteonate with hisbis didignityit Y he stepped into the enclosed
8spacepaco to gigiveve a grand infinalenale tolothethe whole performance
taking alieti childc11 ild a little hoyboy five or six yearsears otof agelet
from its tmothern h er despitedespite her tears and entreaties hebe signed
tile attendants to procure theille required implements for
hishi 3 teatfeat directing their arrangement and poipositiontion to his
majid A large basket six or seven feet deep made of
straw wwas shown to the spectators khahat they might aas-
sure themselves of its beingabbin a basket without any addi-
tion or improvement a basket of straw very com-
mon in all parts of the world inverting it after the
1aliliduentent investigation of the entire party he stood his
I1littlettie boy in the centre odtheof the circle and with
tilethe basket like an extinextinguishergu labor on a candle the room
allowed the little followfellow an9 upright and apparently a
comfortable position

we were permitted to eee him under the baske tand to
fi ou i selves of hw seine4 there withful doubt A na
ked sword having received an equally alose examina
tion was placed in the mans hand and the feat bomcorn
fenced assured odtheof the childs concealment under the
baketb asket of the keenness and validity of the sword we
n acted in silent horror for the next proceeding thereaare
ivwasis no table with its apartment no trap inin thetape basket
nothing butbat the hard stony floor and po confederate
near him taking the weapon in his hand he waved
it iinit tilethe air muttered a jal gon and commenced a series
ofot eanid thrusts thialthroughagh the basket making the point
pei etnire every time the opposite side down into the bas-
ket and all over it until it could hardly support its own
weiweight from mutimutilationmutilatelatiion it Nperforatedwasva like a sieve
A cry came from gnp interior and a stream of blood be
gan to trickle from under it along the stone floor on to
the feet of the spectators cries i fhonor pierced theabenirair
the mother ran shrieking to the basket to seize her horri-
bly gashed aandnd bleed ng boy shebe overturned it nond
child was there nothing but a pool of blood everybody
looked frightened and relieved while the juggler coolly
wiped the blood from the sword blade

suddenly bursburstingeing frombrom the middle of the group of ob
servers the little followfellow came running to his mother un-
hurt unharmed and a pretty smileamile on his brown child-
ish face taking hold other hand he seemed to ask the
cause of her tears and began fondling her in affectionateI1

B sympathyapathy
it was a trick a deception a humbug but how to

ecepl nn it I1 saw the child a moment before the thrusts
I1 siwsaw the sword itsit plain iron handle no shelter for its

keen sharp blade I1 stood on the sametuo floor upon which
rested the basket I1 watched thehe whole carefully while
the sword passed around there was no refuge m the bas-
ketketketreetherebee wasvas no confederate no mantle no trapdoortrap door
ththe noise of the basket was distinctly heard at each
thrust the blood was there and yet at the end the child
came from the crowd quite alive I1 was within ssixI1ifact and could not understand it perhaps youyon whwho0 are
farther away will be more successful but isis nt it a
point or two in advance of alexander blitz and those
menamen

I1 I1 I1
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for the deseret news

noremore than poetry
theres many a scene in this cheque red life

fraught with instruction by no meansmeans rife

oueone of the rnmanybyjI1 mean to relate

actual or ideal ill not debate
sisincenee to the rhymer a license belongs

to borroweborrow off fancy to deck his songs

A goodly old man some sixty or so

thouthoughgk kishis age precisely I1I1 do not know
be that as it may this man had a wife

who sought to be head with unceasing strife
to rise and rulerale oer him with supreme sway

with a asirsir thisibis you shant I1 and that 3 ou may

which youyon all knowbikow ism good keepingkeepinag
7r with the ae ax n teaching

IT was on aap when saints with one accord

were met cadanceta dance and sing before thelord
I1

ob great babylon hear ye what a sin
I1

saints take measured stepsstems tto the violin
for gogenralnral ease and comfort of the throng
some had brought benches others chairs along

that1 hat for ia moment weary of the dance
they might sit and rest

1
tbI

em or if perchance
some saintly matron benumbed with age

whose limbs felt nnot4 the sprightness to engage

directly in the dance might sit and see

till cheered her spirit felt the common glee
now two or three chairs were in usage there
which belonged by right ioto this aged pair

the dime quite nervous and selfish withal

lest some slight damage the chairs might befall I1

commandedlomm her lord the same to remove

and hihe forthwith his obedience to prove

brought them togetherr and withdrew inin hastebaste
lest disobedience might bring to his taste
repentance deep and heartrendingheart rending sorrowborrow

when he beheld the light of the morrow
no sooner emerged to the open airair
than she wai beside him with jealous care

not willing in him such trust to confide

lest his necknack he break and chairs beside

it was alddismalismal darkdara and stormy night
andee road scarce discerned by human slightsight I1

the man was searching and leading the way

the dame discontent cries hold sir I1 pray

in your dull guidance ill not put myiny trust
but lead the way and follow you must

so forward she rushed as good as her word

to lead in tierher path the steps obberof her lord

all now arranged and fixedfiad to her mind
she sets face forward and looks not behind

yet for a while all seemed to go well

but anon plump into a ditch siteshe

oh husband 1 oh husband help me she cries
I1 have bruised my bead I1 have blacked my eyes

how strange indeed the ditch I1 should not see

ITIs very dark you suretysurely will agree

the old man in pity extended his arm
and brought her safe out without seriousserious harm

ah thankthana youyoa 1 says she ill try it again

for the road I1 can lead I1 still maintain

I1 made a misstep and the samegame might you

come try it again and ill lead you throughthrongIL

so said she started still smarting with ppaintin

but certain her point she somehow would gain

to a small stream a few paces brought her
headlong she fell with face under water

her arms bent under gave her no relief
nor served to subdue herter stubborn belief

oh husband oh husband she would have cried

but harlosther lost words beneath the water diebl

it was aogle aogle gurgle bubble
yet no word came to express her trouble

though her lord beheld her and forthwith drew
her to the air torfor respiration anew
oh dearldear ohl ugh whew dear hushusbandbaud 1 she cried

wert not for your kindnessfondness I1 should have died

after much trouble the chairs were at last
placed inin the wagon and oer them cast

A buffalo robe a shield from the storm

and perchance 00oo to keep the dewdear things warm

one thing to tell id almost forgotten

they were of the kindfeind we call rush bottom

and horses alakl how foolish they are
for hay to mistakemis the seat of a chair

but sobo it was and victims fell they all

and food became for the beasts of the stalls
M OR A L

would you salvation and glory attain

and with just spirits eternally reign

where justice mercy and truth all embrace

stand eer in your lot and rulerole in your place

those above you who to rule have the right
obey with your heart your mind and your might

but neer let a woman usurp the rule

rob you of your place and leave you a fool

if you do be sure it is of evil

lose your faith and go to taeas dead S B
I1

january 1854

elias smith norman shearer Willwilliamiian burton
stephen Markmarkhamliam shadrach roundy william 0
blaik john awW darkclark Hlhezekiahzekiah peck daraki
chase richard howard I1mary ann peekpeck artime-
sia

Ar
grainger martha peck sarah gramgergrainger the

odore tuley hiram clark and daniel shearer
elder alpheus cutler then placed the stone be-

fore alluded to in its regular position after which
inin consequence of the peculiar situation of the
saints he thought it wisdom to adjourn until
some future time when the lord shall open the
way expressing his determination then to proceed
with the building whereupon the Conferconferenceeuce ad-
journedjajourarnedned BRIGHAM YOUNG president

JOHN TAYLOR clerk
thus was fulfilled a revelation of july esth

1838 which our enemies had said could not be
fulfilled as no mormon was permitted to be in
the state the brethren immediately returned to
quincy taking with them the families from tenigrove acc

tilethe committee continued to look at the differ-
ent locations which were presentedin lee coun-
ty

l

lowaiowa and about commerce in hancock
county illinois L

george A of john and clarissaClarisset
smith was born june ath ain in potsdam st
LaWrlawrenceOace county new york when nine years
old he received a blow on the head which de-
prived him of his senses about three weeks five
noted physicians decided that he must be trepan
ned or he would not recover his father dismiss-
ed them on this decision believing that god wouldlivet at
heal his son and he firmly bebelieves that he did
heal him in answer to the prayer of faith he waswar
early trained by his parents who were
ans to religious habits and to a regular attendance
in the sabbath school hence he had early and
anxious desires to know the way of life but was
not satisfied with the sects around

inill the summer of 1830 when my father and I1

my brother don carlos visited our relatives in stS t I1

lawrence county george became convinced of
the truth of the book of mormon and from that
timelime defended the cause against those who oppos-
ed it

hishia mother was baptized inill august 1831 his
father was baptized on the ninth of january 1832
and ordained an elder having been givenv up byph enthe doctors to die of consumption thee weatherveather
was extremely cold and the ice had to be cut
from that time he gained health and strength
george was baptized on the tenth of september
1832 and on the first of may 1838 his father
and family took leave of their old home and mov-
ed to kirtlandaland ohio george spent the season
in laboring on the temple although much afflicted
with inflammation in the eyes

on the fifth of may 1834 he started forfortionzion
inin the camp and acted his part well as my armor
bearer although still much afflicted with sore eyes
on the twenty eighth he was attacked by the
cholera but was delivered by faith he was or-
dained into the first seventy under my bands on
the first of march 1835 being 17 years old he
left on the fifth of june in company with lyman
smith for the state of new york to preach the
gospel without purse or scrip traveled two
thousand miles baptized eight held eighty meet-
ings and returned on the ad of Novnovemberemler spent
the winter in school much afflicted with the
rheumatism in the spring summer and fall of
1836 preached in different parts of ohio with
good success returned and went to school in
the winter on the sixth of june 1837 he took
leave of me and started with my blessing for the
south after a successful missioncission of ten months
mostlymos aly in virginia returned and assisted his fa-
ther in movimovingnitoto furfar west missouri he was
ordaineo a high counselor titat adam ondi ahman
and sent on a mission to the sousouthill returned about
the december

he visited me while I1 was in liberty sailjail when
I1 made known to him that he was appointed to
fill the place of thomas B marsh in the quorum
of the twelve apostles he assisted in moving
tilethe saints out of far west and returned with the
twelve to fulfilfulfill the revelation concerning the
foundation stone of the temple at far west

As the saints were passing away from the
meeting brother turley said to page and wood-
ruff stop a bit while I1 bid isaac russell good
bye and kiiknocking at his door called brother
russellll his wife aanswered come in it is
brother turley russell replied it is not he
left here two weeks agoagoa and appeared quite
alarmed but on finding it was turley asked him
to sit down but liehe replied 1 I1 cannot I1 shall lose
my company who is douryour company 7 en-
quiredquiren russelldRussell the twelve 11 IThethe twelve
yes dont you know that this is the twenty

sixth and the day the twelve were to take leave
of their friends onoil the foundation of the lords
house to go to the islands of the sea the rev-
elation is now fulfilled and I1 am going

i withwi th ththeme in
russell was speechless and turvingy bid himbim fare-
well

wednesday may 1839 the following
letter was communicated to the quincy argusargue
a weekly newspapernewspaper published at quincy to
the editor of the argus sir in consequence of
so great an influx of strungstrangersers arriving inin this
place daily owing to theltheir latelate expulsion fronifrom the
state of missouri there must of necessity be and
we wish to state to the citizens of quincy and
the vicinity the medium of your columns
that there are many individuals amongst the num
bers who have already arrived as well as among
those who are now onoil their way here who never
did belong to our church and others who once
did but who for variousvarious reasons have been ex-
pelled from our fellowship amongst these there
are some who have contracted habits which are
aat variance with the principles of moral rectitude
uchsuchs as swearing dram drinking ac which

immoralitiesimmoralities the church of latter day saints is
liable to be charged with owing to our amalgam-
ation under our late existing circumstances and
as we as a people do not wish to lay under any
such imputation we would also state that such
individuals do not hold a name nor a place
amongst us that we aaltogethertoge her discountenance
everything of the kind that every person once
belonging to our community contracting or persis-
ting in such immoral habits have hitherto been
expelled from our society and that all such as we
may hereafter be informed of we will hold no
communion with but will withdraw 0ourur fellow-
ship from them

we wish fufurther to state that we feel ourselves
laid under peculiar obligations to the citizens of
this place for the patriotic feeling which has
been manifested and for the hand of liberality and
friendship which has been extended to us in 0ourr
late difficulties and should feel sorry to see that
philanthropy and benevolence abused by wicked
and designing people who under pretencepredencepre tence of pov-
erty and distress should try to work upon the
feelings of the charitable and humane get into
their debt without any prospect or intention of
paying and finally perhaps we as a people be
charged with dishonesty

we say that we altogether disapprove of such
practices and we warn the citizens of quincy
against such individuals who may pretend to be-
longion tto0 our communitywyafy inserting this in your columns you sir
will confer upon us a very peculiar favor

written and signed in behalf of the church of
latter day sainte by youryour very humble servant

JOHN TAYLOR 11

I1 this daday pupurchased in coup xion with others
of the committee ha farm of hughaugh white con-
sisting of onone hundred and thirty five acres for
the sum of five thousand dollars also a farm of
dr isaac galland lying west of the white pur
cchasebase foforr the sum of nine thousand dollars both
of which were to be deeded to Alaialansonalliisonison ripley
according to the counsel of the committee but
sidney higdon declared that anoap committee
should control anaany property which he hadbad any-
thingicing to do with I1 consequently the galland pur

I1

chase was deeded to george W robinsonRob tuson rig
dons son in law with the exexpress understanding
that he should deed it to the churchhureh when the
church hadbad paid for it according to their obligation
in the contract

A letter was received hyby the presidency of the
church in england then at preston from presi-
dent heber C kimball stating that isaac russell
had apostatized and styled himself the prophet
and joseph had fallen elder kimball said the
spirit signified to him that russell was secretly
trying to lead away the churchurchch at alston engl-
and and wished the elders to see to it the
spirit had manifested the same thing to elder
richards and he was deputed by a council of the
presidency to visit the alston branch

friday ad I1 returned to quincy elder
richardsRich aids left preston for alston

saturday ath elder richards arrived at alsals-
ton and disdiscoveredconred by stratagem that a letter hahad
been received from isaac russell as follows

far west january 1839 to the faithful
brethren and sisters of the church of latter day
faints in alston dear brethren inasmuch as
wisdom is only to be spoken amongst those who
ire wise I1 charge you to read this letter to napenone
out those who enter intoi11 to a covenacovenantnf with Yyou0 u to
keep those things thatthat are revealed in this letter
from all the world and from all the churches ex-
cept the churches to whom I1 myself have minis-
tered viz the church inia alston and the branch-
es round about to whom I1 ministered and to
none else and to none but the faithful amongst
you and we be to the man or woman that break
ah this covenant

now the indians who are the children of the
Nep hites and the Lama who are spoken of in
the book of mormon have all been driven to the
western boundaries of the states of america by
the gentiles as I1 told you they have now to be
visited by the gospel for the day of their redemp-
tion is come and the gentiles have now well nigh
filled up the measure of their wickedness and will
soon be cut off for they havehake slain many of the
people of the lord and scattered the rest and for
the sins of gods people the Gengentlesfiles will now be
suffered to scourge them from city to city and
from place to place and few of all the thousands
of the church of latter day saints will stand to
receive an inheritance in the land of promise which
is now in the hands of our enemies but a few
will remain and libe

1

purified as gold seven times re-
fined and they will return to zion with songs of
everlasting joy to build up tilethe old waste places
that are now left desolate

now the thing that I1 have to reveal to you is
sacred and must be kept with care for I1lamam not
suffered to reveal it at all to the churches in this
land because of their wickedness and unbelief
for they have almost cast me out from amongst
them because I1 have testified of their sins to
them and warned them of the judgments that
have yet to come upon them and this thing that
I1 now tell you will not come to the knowledge
of the churches until they are purified

now the thing is as follows the lord has
directed me with a few others whose hearts the
lord has touchedto go into the wilderness I1 where
we shall be fed and directed by the hand of the
lord until we are paripurifiedfied and prepared to minis-
ter to the Lama sandwithandyand with us the lord will
send those three who are spoken of in the book
of mormon who Wwereere with jesus after his resur-
rection and have tarried on the earth to minister
to their brethren in the last days

thus god is sending us before to prepare a
place for youvou and for the remnant who will sur-
vive the judgments which are now coming on the
church of latter day saints to purify them for
we are sent to prepare a dionasZionas joseph casbewas be-
fore sentseat into egypt a city of peapeaceee I1 a placeplace of
refuge that you may hide yourselves with us and
all the saints in the due time of the lord before
his indignation shall sweep away tilethe nations

these things are marvellousmarcellousmarv ellous in durbur eyes for
great is the work of the lord that he is going to
accomplish all this land will be redeemed by
the hands of the Lama and room made for
you when you hearbear again from me abide where
you are and be subject to the powers that bobe
amongstarno ngat you in the church keep diligently the
things I1 taught you and when you read this be
comforted concerning me for though you may
not seeape me for some few years yet as many of
you as continue faithful will see me again and it
will be in the day of your deliverance pray for
me alway and be assured that I1 will not forget
you to the grace of god I1 commend you infil
christ amen ISAAC RUSSELL

P sweS we have not yet gone in the wilderness
but we shall go when the lord appoints the time
if you should hear that I1 am apostatized believe
it not for I1 am doing the work of tilethe lord
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elder richards being led by the spirit otof god
soon unfolded the sophistry and falsehood of this
letter to the convincing of the saints at alston
and brampton so as to entirely destroy their con-
fidence in the apostate russell although they had
loved him as a father

minutes of a general conference held byrbeby alie
church of latter day saints at the presbyte-
rianr1

i an camp ground near quincy adams county
I1illinoisR inois on saturday the ath of may 1839 at
a quarter past eleven meeting was called
to order and prest joseph smith jr appointed
chairman A hymn was then sung when prest
smith made a few observations on the state of his
peculiar feelings after having been separated from
the brethren so long ac ac and then proceed-
ed to open the meeting by prayer after some
prellpreliminaryno observations by elder J P greenegreen
and prestpram rigdondon concerning 3 a certain purchase
0off land in the iowaiowa territory made for the church
by the presidency when the following resolutions
were unanimously adopted

resolved lot that almon W babbitt eras-
tus snow and robert B thompson be appoint-
ed a traveling committee to gather up and obtain
all the libelous reports and publications which
have been circulated against ouroar church as well
as other historical matter connected with said
church that they usablypossibly can obtain

resolved ad Tthatat bishop knights be appoint-
ed or received into tthehe church in full bishopric

resolved ad that this conference do entirelyentirely
sanction the purchase lately made for the chirckchurch
in the iowa territory and also the agency
thereof I1

resolved ath that elder grainger be appoint-
ed to go to kirtland and take the charge and over-
sight of the house of the lord and preside over
the generalener a affairs of the church in that place

resolvedd ath that the advice of this confer-
enceen e to the brethren living in the eastern states
is foror them to move to kirtland and the vicinity
thereof and again settle thatthai place as a stake of
zion provided they feel so inclined in preference
to their inmovingoving farther west

resolved ath that george A smith be ac-
knowledged one odtheof alie twelve apostles

Resolresolvedvedo ath that this conference are en-
tirely with and give their sanction to the
proceedings of the conference of the twelve and
their friends held on the temple spot at far
westvest missouri on friday the of april tastlast

resolved ath that they also sanction the act
of the council held the same dateI1 andaid same place
in cutting off from the communion of said church
certain personsparsons mentioned in the minutes thereof

resolved fth that elders orson hyde and
william smith be allowed the erivprivilegeileige 0off aappear-
ing

ear
personallypoison ally before the next general Xconfer-

ence
fe r-

ence of the church to give an account of their
conductt and that in the meantime they be both
suspended from exercising the functions of their
office

resolved that the conference do sanesanc-
tion the mission intended for the twelve to eu-
rope and that they will do all in their power to
enable them to go

resolved alth that the subject of elder rig
I1

dons going to washington jebe anjouadjournedn until
tomorrowto morrow

resolved that the next general confer-
ence be held on the first saturday in october
next at commerce at the house of elder rigdon

resolved that we now adjourn until to-
morrow at 10 am

JOSEPH SMITH jr president
J MuLHOLlANDt clerk
this is to certify that at a general conference

held at quincy adams county illinois by the
church of jesus christ of latter day saints on
saturday the ath day of may 1839 president
joseph smith jr presiding it was resresolved
that almon WW babbitt erastus snow and rob-
ert B thompson be appointed a traveling com-
mittee to gather up and obtain all ththe libelous re
ports and publications which have beenbeen circula-
ted against the church of jesus christ of latter
dayay saintstil toI1 as well as other historical matter con-
nected with said church which they can possibly
obtain JOSRPHJOSEPH SMITH I1 jr chairman

JAMEsJAMBS clerk
sunday esth 10 a in conference opened

pursuant to adjournment as usual by prayer and
singing whenA it Munanimously resolved thatthai
this conference send a delegate to the city of
washington to lay our ewecase before the general
government and that presidentdelit rigdon be the
delegate

resolved ad that almon W babbitt be sent
to springfield illinois clothed with authority
and required to set to rights the church in that
place in every way which may become necessarynecess ary
according to the order of the church of jesus
christ

resolved ad that colonel lyman wight be
appointed to receive the affidavits which are to be
sent to the city of washington after which the
afternoon was spent in receiving instruction from
the presidency and those of the twelve who were
present

at 5 pm conference adjourned accor-
ding to the resolution of saturday namely until
the first saturday in october next at corcommercemerce
illinois JOSEPH SMITH jr chairman

JAS clerk
monday ath at a conference held at quincy

illinois onoil the ath of may 1839 president jo-
seph smith jr presiding the following resolu-
tions were unanimously agreed to

resolved that the farlies of elder marks
elder grainger and bishop N K whitney be
kekeptt here amongst us for the time being

Weresolvedresolvedsolved ad that elder marks be hereby ap-
pointed to preside over the church at commerce
11illinoisI1anois

resolved ad that bishop whitney also go to
commerce and there act inill unison with the other
bishops of the church

resolved ath that brother turleyturkeysTurieyss gunsmith
tools shall remain for the general use odtheofthe church
until hisbig return from europe

resolved fth that the following of the seven-
ties have the sanction of thistins council that they
accompany the twelve to europe namely theo-
dore turley george pitkin josephJoseph bates nobles I1

charles hubbard john scott lorenzo D young
samuel ner willard snow john snider
william burton lorenzo D barnes milton
holmes abram 0 smoot elias smith also the
following high priests gamely henry G sher-
wood john murdock winslow farr william
snow hiram darkclark W

resolved ath that it be observed as a general
rule that those of the seventies who have not yet
preached shall not for the future be sent on for-
eigneig mimissions

resolvedesooved fth that elder J P greene be ap-
pointed to go to the city of new york and preside
over the churchurchesches there and in the regions
round about 1

I1 also gave the following letter to jolinjohn Pgreene zatz at a conference meeting held by the
church of jesus christ of latter day saints in
the town of quincy adams county illinois on
monday the atathh day of may 1839 joseph smith
jr presiding it was unanimously resolved that
elder john P greene be appointed to go to the
city of new york and preside over the saints
in that place and in tile regions round about and
regulate the affairs of the church according to the
laws and doctrines of said church and he is fully
authorized to receive donation monies by the lib-
erality of the saints for the assistance of the poor
among us who have been persecuted and driven
from thentheir homes in the state of missouri and
from our long acquaintance with elder greene
and with his experience and knowledge of the
laws of the kingdom of god we do not hesitate
to recommend him to the saints as one in whom
they may place the fullest confidence both as to
their spiritual welfare as well as to the strictest
integintegritySity in all temporal concerns with which he
may bebe entrusted and we beseech the brethren
in tilethe name of the lord jesus to receive this
brother in behalf of the poor with readiness and
to abound unto him inia a liberal manner for in-
asmuch as ye have done it unto the least of these
ye have done it unto me

yours in the bonds of Cthetie everlasting gospel
though nolie longer a prisoner inill the hands of the
missouriansMissour ians and still faithful with the saints

JOSEPH SMITH jr chairman

I1 I1 copyright secured

HISTo pj opOF JOSEPH SMITH

APRIL 1839
I1

friday early this morning soon after
midnight the brethren arrived at far west andnd
proceededpro eele d to transact tilethe business of their mission
aceaccording0adin g to the following minutes

at a conference held at far west by the
twelve hihighI1 h PpriestsriesI1 is elders and priests on the
twenty sixth of april 1839 the following resolu-
tion was adopted

resolved that the following persons be no
more fellow shipped illin the church of0 jesus christ
of latter day saints but excommunicated from
the same viz isaac russell mary russell john
goodson and wife jacob scottiscott sen and wife
isaac scott jacob scott jr ann scott sister
walton robert walton sister Cavanaucavanaughgb ann
Wa ulass win dawson jr and wife wmwin daw-
son sen and wife george nelson joseph nel-
son and wife and mothermo ier william
and wife jonathan maynard nelson maynard
george miller john grigg and wife luman
gibbs simeon gardner andana freeborn gardner

the council then proceeded to the building spot
of the lords house when the following business
was transacted part of a hymn was sung on
the mission of the twelve elder cutler the
master workman of the house then re bommen
ced laying the foundation of the lords house
agreeablyag reeallly to revelationRev tation by rollingF up a latelarge
stone biearnear the south east corcornermr

the following of the twelve were present
brigham young heber C kimball orson pratt
john E page and john taylor who proceeded
to ordain wilford woodruff anand georgedGeorge A smith
who had been previously nominated hyby the first

presidency accepted by the twelve and ac-
knowledged by the church to the office of the
twelve to fill the places of those who are fillenfallen
darwin chase and norman who had just
been liberated from richmond prison where they
had been confined for the cause of jesus christ
were then ordained to the office of the seventies
thehe twelve then offered up vocal prayer in the
following order brightonbrigda young heber C kim-
ball orson pratt john E page john tataylorlor

I1

wilford woodruff andad george asmithith afteratefterr
chwe sung adam ondi abhinan and then allthe

twelvee took their leave of the following saints
agreeagreeably to the revelation viz alpheus cucutlertle r

A SERMON
by P P pratt addressed to the Conjeconferencerence

inin the tabernacleTabemacle great salt lake city
april 1853
at the request of my brethren I1 rise to occu-

py a portion of the time I1 realize that there
are many present who are equally prepared to
administer in the things of the spirit of god
the time is precious and I1 desire that I1 may
have the spirit of god with the prayers and
confidence of the people to speak in wisdom
tthathat which is necessary and then give oppor-
tunity to my brethren for I1 love to hear them
and so do this people

I1 have reflected a little upon the text that was
presented to us by our president a few days
since and upon the excellent remarks made by
himself and others upon the subject of
or the inherent rights of the first born and of
election I1 consider indeed that it opens a
broad field and that there is no danger of ex-
haustinghausting the subject whatever may be said
of it

the covenants made wibb the fatfathersfiers and the
rights of the childrencli ildren by reason of them is an
interesting subject to me

in the first place if allali men are created alike
if all have the same degree of intelintelligenceI1irence aandnd
purity of disposition all would be equal but
notwithstanding the declaration of american
sages and of the fathers of our to the
contrary yet it is a fact that all beings are not
equal in their intellectual capacityyI1 in their dis-
positions and in the gifts and callings of god
it is a fact that some beings are more intelligent
than others and some are endowed with abilities
or gifts which others do not possess

in organizing and peopling the worlds it was
found necessary to place among the inhabitants
some superior whowao were capaccapaci
bated to teach to rule and preside among other

in short a variety of gifts and
adaptations to the different arts sciences1 and
occupations were as necessary as the usess and
benefits arising have proved to be
hence one intelligence is peculiarly adapted to
one department of usefulness and another to
another we read much in the bible in relation
to a choice or election on the part of deity
towards in his government on earth
whereby some were chosen to fill stations very
different from others and this election not
only affected the individuals thus chosen but
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their posterity for long generations or even for
ever

it may be enquired whereeliere this election first
originated and upon what principle a just and
impartial god exercises the elective frfranchiseanoisewe will go back to the earliest knowledge we
have of the existence of

we learn from the writings of abraham and
others and from modern revelation that the

that now inhabit these tabernacles
of earth were living active in yon-
der world while the particles of matter which
now compose our outward bodies were yet
mingled with their native elementselement that then
our embodied spirits lived moved conversed
and exercised an agency all
which exist possess a degree otof independence
in their 0ownwn sphere for instance the bee can
go at will in search of honey or remain in the
hive it can visit one flower or another as in-
dependent in its own sphere as god is in hiswe find a degree of independence in every-
thing which possesses any degree of intelli-
gence that thinks moves or acts because the
very princiaprincipleae of voluntary action implies an
independent will to direct such action

among the which existed in the
beginning some were more intelligent than
others or in other words more noble and god
said to abraham these I1 will make rulers in
my kingdom god said unto abraham thou
art one of these thou wast chosen before thouthoa
wast born

NOBLE does he use the word nouenoble yes
the word noble or that which signified it was
used in conversation between god and abra-
ham and applied to superior on
earth and which had pre existed in the heavens

we are aware that the term is greatly abusedabased
in europe and elsewhere being applied to those
titled and tota those Wwhoho inherit certain titles
anon estates whether they are wisewise men

I1

or fools
I1

virtuous or vicious
A man may even be an idiot a drunkard an

adultererad ul or murderer and still be called a
nobleman by the world and all this because
his ancestor for some worthy action or perhaps
for being skilled in murder and robbery under
the false 9glarelare of 11 military glory obtained a
title and the possession of a large estate from
which he had helped to drive the rightful occu-
pant

now the lord did not predicatepre
I1

dacate his principle
of election or nobility upon such an unequal
unjust and useless order of things when he
spead of nobility he simsimplypiy means an election0 n
made and office or title conferred on the prin-
ciple of superiority of intellect or nobleness of
action or of capacity tto0 act and when this
election with its titles dignities and estates
inducesincludes the unborn posterity of a chosen man
as in the case of abraham isaac and jacob it is
with a view of the noble spirits of the eternal
world coming through their lineage and being
taught in the commandments of god hence
the prophets kings priests patriarchs apostles
widaud even jesus christ were included in the
election of abraham and of his seed as mani-
fested to him in an eternal covenant

although some eternal maymaybebe
superior to others and although some are more
noble and consequently elected to fill certain I1

useful and necessary offices for the good of
others yet the greater and the less may both be
innocentin and both be justified and be useful
each in their own capacity if each magnifies
their own calling and actsin their own capacity
it is all right

it may be inquired why god made one une
to another or inferior in intellect or capa-

city to which we reply that he did not erecre-
ate their intelligence at all it never was cre-
ated being an inherent attribute of the eternal
element called spirit which element composes
each individual spirit and which element exists
in an infinitude of degrees in the scale of intel-
lect in all the varieties manifested in the eter-
nal god and thence to the lowest agent which
acts by its own will

it is a fixed law of nature that the higher in-
telligencetelli gence presides over or liasbas more or less in-
fluence or control of that which is less

the lord in surveying the eternal
which stood before himahim found some

more noble or intellectual than others who
were equally innocent this being so he ex-
ercised the elective franchise upon wise prin-
ciples and like a good and kind father among
his children he chose those for rulers who were
most capable of bene fitting the residue among
these was our noble ancestor abrahamwe do not take up the subject in the middle
of0 f it like the naturaln man who knows little of
the past or future and who judges by the things
present before his eyes such an one might
suppose that it so happened that ababraham came
along and was picked up without any particular
reference to the past or to eternal principles
and was elected to office that it might just as

I1

well have been somebody else instead of himbut instead of this he was chosen before the
world was and came into the world for the very
purpose which he fulfilled but notwithstand-
ing this pre election in passing the veil and en-
tering a tabernacle of flesh he became a little
child forgot all he had ononceC e known in the hea-
vens and commenced anew to receive intelli-
gence in this world as is the casec ase with all hetherefore was necessitated to come up by de-
grees receive an experience be tried and
proved and when he had been sufficiently
proved according to the flesh the lord mani-
fested to him the election before exercised to-
wards him in the eternal world he then re-
newed that election and covenant and blessed
him and hisbis seed after him and he said acinin
inmultiplying I1 will multiply thee and in blessing
I1 will bless theay

the sodomitesSod Canaan ites etc received the
reverse of this blessing instead of givingthem a multiplicity of wives and children hehae
outcut them off root and branch and blotted their
name from under heaven that there might be an
end of a race so degenerate now this sevseveritybeveritteritTwas a mercy if we were like the people be-
fore the flood full of violence and oppression
or if we like the sodomitesSod or Canaan ites
were full of tillall marinermanner of lawless abominations
holding promiscuous intercourse with the other
sex and stooping to a level with the brute crea-
tion and predisposingdisposingpre our children by every
means in our power to be fully given to strange
and unnatural lusts appetites and passions
would it not be a mercy to cut us off root and
branch and thus put an end to our inincreaseC rease
upon the earth you will all saybay it would

the spirits in heaven would thank god for
preventing them from being born into the world
under such circumstances would not the
spirits in heaven rejoice in the covenant and
blessings of abraham isaac and jacob in re-
lation to the multiplying of their seed and inevery additional wife which god gave to them
as a means of multiplying yes they would
for they could say now there is an oppor-tunity for us to take bodiesbodie8 in the lineageline age of a
noble race and to be educated in the true soisai
ence of life and in the commandments of god
0 what an unspeakable contrast between being
a child of sodom or a child of Abraabrahamharn

now
I1 abraham by his former superiority of

intintelligencee and nobility by his former election
before the world was and by conducting himself
in this world so as to obtain the renewal of thesame according to the flesh brought upon his
posterity as well as upon himself that which
will influence them more or less to the remotest
generations of time and in eternity I1

paul the great apostle of the gentiles when
speaking upon this subject testifies that the
children of israel differed much every ayway
from the gentiles for to them says he pertains
the election the covenants the promises the
service of god the adoption the glory the
giving of the law and the coming ol01of christ in
thethe flesh I1

he then goes on to trace the peculiar branches
in which the is perpetuated abraham
had a son ishmael and several children by histhia
other wives and concubines which the lo10lordrd
gave unto him they might all be blessed but


