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THE INDIAN FAMINE

A little over four months azoago I1
boardbeard of the distress of the people inID

central india and at once my heart
went out them in 83sympathy the
human common senseease saideandi you had
better stop here soilana awwhatsoeverhato oever by
hand finith to dodo IVit here you have
no means and n strength to du what
you wish your powers are limited
and you will not be held responsible
totfor not doing anything to help those
famished people indeed what can a
weak woman oodo to help the dying
thousandsthousandib besides the government
of india sodand other benevolent people
are doing what they can to relieve the
poor and veedyneedy there Is19 nothing for
you togo dondo I1 tried to quiet my
conscience in thisibis manner but
louder and louder spoke webe voice of0
god from within mv heart
oer the days of oldaid I thou ah alt re-
member that thou wastwant a bondsman
intoe land of egypt andaad the lord aby
bod redeemed thee

ramabhaiRamBsma abaibai had herself experienced
wt extremity of distress in the fam-
ineindolol01 1877 which miserably destroyed
both her paparentsreates and her sisterbister and
almost herselfhera elf

I1 could no bonger keep till and
abut a month ago started oftoff torfor the
central provinces A missionary lady
mrs drynan of ana accom-
panied me part of the way to gather
some obchildrenlidren for mission orphanages
OfFof fonaions we went toe Bohag pur first
and began the work at once we
foundon ad out from the good people there
that we could not gotget theshe orphan onilobil
iron without the permission of the
government sobo our first bubusiness
waswaa to go and seeage thebe physician in
charge of the hospital and the Tabtabalaalj
jardar lain charge of the poorhousepoor bouse we
went to the hospital too early about

in the morning the doctor wlwasso
not there but right before that hoihog

pital were walking three littleefamfam
lobedlebed skeleton like form and thisbis
first sight of their distress I1 shall
never forget the three abil dlen
we found out were those of the
chamer caste their father hadbad
died some time ago and the mother
died onionly the day leforsbefore the oldesteldest
WOOwas gragirl of about seven the second
a boy of divfive and thothe youngest a baby
boybey three years of age the girl was
protecting herself from the intense
bald with a covering of01 ragsrage and the
two boys bad nothing on bodies
their wrinkled lacesboas and the ghastly
deathlikedeath like expression told thetae story oi0
ane terrible aufsufferingfering they wetswere lu all
of hem were crying lorfor loodfood aud as
we bad no loudfood with us we could give
nothing to them the youngest hadboo
sore eyes and could scarcely open themthaw
toothe poor babe was suffering icom dys
abery so much so that blobis intestines
gridbad bess exposed and were almostalmosa
failing out andaad yet lphe was advahdis glo

ble miserable body through the
in search of food to add to hisbla
miserycul aery hebe tellrell down and hurt hishe
back frightened rtat the soundbound of the
bullock oarcar s and the loud call otof theth
driver the bloo J flowed freely from
the injured part which waswaa already soao
sore and painful but there waswais noao
oneane to care for him he was cry
ingsing but tearseara were riotnot toso be
seeneen in hishie eyes tootoe children

were right before the hospital outbut ao00
oneoae showed any signelga of pity AsA we
could do nothing we had to harden
our hearts and turn our steps toward
the poor house where we expected to
flodfiod the Tan we did not gotget
wecue children though we tried our bestbent
it took uson naohaach a long time to go and
seeaee be in charge of the
househour and by thebe time we returned
they bad gone somewhere and no one
could tellell us where theyhey were I1 went
again to thatabat placesplace made a thorough
search all over the towotown and round
about it butbus olddid not find toemsnow per
baab they fainted on their way to toethe
towntow a in questhueit of food and fell down lain
acme drob on wethe roadside and died
there of hunger

the poor houseboue we sawBW waswaa soDO hoot
at all it wonwaa a grove in the outskirtsouia kirt
af theshe town of lamia hea peo-
ple
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were seenbeen sittingbitting milall round the
grove somebome were lying down lain
cespe or sitting or lying limla uhnachaa
in ane dirty ground someborne had

ragerag to cover their bidlo and
a me had none there were old and
young MODmen and women and catl
iron missra of them illIII too weak to
move about and many buffering from
leprosy and other unmentionable
diseasesJle aie bad meomen immoral women
pure young girls innocent children
and old people good bad onaand indif-
ferent were freely mixing and ago

with each other they slept
in thehe open air or under the troontree atalt
debt and ateago the blanty and boano
food provided by theshe goVerDgovernment
the food was nothing bu drycity floor
audand someberne saltalt

many of thehe aled poor boonboom
are open grounds with a sortoct of deage
around them some poor houses are
nothing but hedaabode temporarily erected
to bolterbelter the people the miserableoal rable
men women and who flodfind
hellertor in thebase places are balledbaked in

Intin thebodayday and toin oomcold
at night in someome places poor
housesbouw or groundsground are divided a
thin fenofencingings where tuenmen aad bomes
are placed separately but ibis
ran gement toi not much of a protection
10 the women the devil to fta work
oveneven to thesehee poorpam 0o
sodand relief campe

I1

and they orsre
not fitat placesplace lorfor young wo-
men and girls to be in ae
european and native offlears W
aloyed to look isnorafter thehe interests of 00tb
dylyingi ng thousandsare hard at work a1 adI

try to do asai much anaa theyhey can butbat ft
id impossibleImpo iDle soror them to fiad out whatwat
goes on behind their barltes heyabay orare
obliged to leave thehe work in mehe hoodshad
A toe who oancan do40 what
ever they like they owan their
and tongues reelyfreely young men can
be aeaseen everywhere talking to glib
and women under thebe protons ofat do
taging abeho work

this to so good alga as all wicked
menman and women onare 04oi
he loskant torter croak boora a


