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SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES
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1 have been asked to give the readers
of the Record some general description
of the Supreme Court of the United
ftates, without technieal detall, and
gome aceount of the personal charogs
ter and appearance of the judges, says
Humpton T, Carvson In  Philadelphia
Record, Hueh a tople 18 of undoubted
publie Interest, No visitor to Washing
ton, whether cltizen or foreigner, falla
to vigit the courtroom In the capltol
pregided over by Chiel Justice Fuller,
and no one can leave the presence of
that bench of Judges without a deep
gonviction of the dignity and power of
the teibunal, If he knows something
of its history, the lmpression will be
more lasting and his reverence more
profound,

The present paper will he confined to
an wceount of the cleven yoears preced-
ing the elevution of John Marshall to
the ¢hiel jugticeship—=all of which were
marked by sesslong of the court in the
glty of Philadelphia, which, from 1790
to 1801, waus the seat of the federal gov-
ernment,

The natlonal government was organ-
fzedd In New York by the Inauguration
of Washington at Federal hall, the con-
ventlon of Congress and the formal op«
ening of the Supreme Courgat the same
place, No businesd was transacted ex
cept the formal Installation of the
Judygen, the selection of a clerk end the
admissfon of o few members of the bar.

When the court next met it was in
Philadelphla, in the old ety hall, a
bullding still gtanding at the southwest
corner of IMifth and Chestnut streets,
The sessions of the court were hold in
the large room at the head of the slalra
upon the second floor, which recently
constituted the mayor's audience chiam

Ler, It was in this room that John
Jay, John Rutledge and Oliver Elis-
worth presided as chief justices, and it
was in this room that Mdmund Hpn ‘

dolph, Willam Bradford and Charles
Lee spoke as attorneys general of the |

United States, and John Marshall, Alex-
guder Hamilton, Samuel Dexler, WII-
liem Tewls, Edward Tilghman, Jared
Ingersoll and Willlam Rawle appeared

s advoeates,
Chiel Justiee Jay wasg a tall, thin man

of about 4 years of age, The top of
hig head was entively bald, hig features
wore sharp, but cast In a claggle mold,

Hig hair, such as he had, was drawn
behind his ears, tled with a black rvib
bon and slightly powdered, Hig ey
were dark and penetrating and  his
manners were quiet and unasssuming.
He had been fo constantly in publie 1ife
that he was more of a stutesman than
& lawyer; but the purity of his condact
wi® such that Washington singled him
out ag one who would glve dignity and
character to the court over which he
was the firgt to preside,

John Rutledge of South Caroling was
the firat assoclate named in the list of
five whose names were gent to the Sen-
ple in September, 1780, He was o man
renowned for his eloquence at the bar
und in the Plrst continental Congress,
He had been a Judge of the court of
cehancory in his own state, aud was gald
to be of great legal learning, Of this
we have no means of judging, for he sat
hut rarely, and if he delivered opinlons
they were not reported. He became in
name the second chief justice, aftey JO§
had been elected governor of New York,
but falled of confirmation, owing to the
fact that his brillant mind suddenly
underwent a sad eclipse,

The next assoclate was Willlam
Cushing of Massachusetts, a tall man
with & nosge like the beak of a hawk;
fn dressg adhering to the style of the
revolution, wearing a three-cornered
hat, wig and small clothes with shoe
buckles; and all these he retained well
Into the last century, At the time of
hig appointment he was chief Justics
of Massachusetts,

Robert Hanson Harrvison of Maryland,
& speclal  favorite of Waghington's
owing to his membership of the mili-
tary staff of the general, declined his
appointment, preferring the chancellor-
ship of his state,

James Wilgon, the ablest member of
the first supreme court, was a leader |
of the Philadelphia bar, an orator of |
macvelous power nml an lnhln.lllnntl |
Jurist of the lugiset Glac Waa hig
gpeech In the | rnnul\ |I||l -nn\' ntion
which Induced that body to ratify the
constitution of the United States, He
was born In Scotland, but at 21 years of
nge had come first (o New York and
finally to Philadelphia, He was a signer

of the Declaration of Independence and
in his early days was a tutor In the
old Acadamy of Philedelphin, which

parent of our noble Unlversity
He had a broad,
open, honest face, with mild blue eyes,
and wore a huge pair of heavily rim-
med aflver gpectacles,

John Dlair of Virginla was a
man, with an enormous head, partics
ularly broad between the eyes, His
bair was red, but geanty and his lower
Hp was ke the bill of a bird, He was
a wellstralned technical lawyer,

James Iredell of North Caroling, who
took Harrlson's place, was a collateral
descendant of Ireton, the son-ln-law
of Oliver Cromwell, He was, pethaps,
the ablest lawyer of his state, and had
attracted attention publicly by the ex-
traordinary strength of his “Reply to
the Observations of George Mason' of
Virginia, who had been such a sturdy
opponent of the constitution of the
United States and who had actually re-
fused to sign it

At first there was no business;
docket was empty, and of records there ;
wore none, The fudges, however, were
all actively engaged In clrouit \\'m‘k,l
and had to deal with exciting state trials ‘

|

was the
of Pennsylvanla,

gmall

the |

growing out of the Intrigues of “C itie
zen Genet,” the piratieal acts of Hen-
field an American who tried to make
war on England under the protection of
the French flag, and the famous whisky |
insurrection In the western part of
Pennsylyania,

When they came together as a court,
Rutledge had resigned as an assoclate, |
and his place was taken by Thomns
Johnson, of Muryland the man who
had nominated Washington as com-
mander-in-chief of the continental ar-
my, and who declined to take Jeffer«
gon's place ns gecrotary of state in the
cabinet of Washington,

By this time a very serlous guestion
had arlsen, HEvery state during €he
revolution, and afterward, had become
heavily in debt, not only to its own |il
{zeng but to those of other states, How
was the money to be collected? Could
a sovereign state be sued?

A man named Chigholm, a citizen of
South Carolina, sued the state of Geor
gia: and ag a staté was a party to the

gult 1t was brought at the outset in
the Bupremse Court of the Unlted
States, 'The governor and the attorney

enoml of the state refused to appear

was not for a sovereign common-
wonl(h to be brought to the bar by a
private citizen of another state. Here
wane deflance at the outset of federal

authority, and the attormey goneral of
ihe United States, Bdmund Randolnh
who had been the governor of Vieginla,
mude a motion that unless Georgla on
tered an appearance at the nest term
of court Judgment should bo entersd
againat her hy defoult, Could such a
motion be sustalned? The question was
not only novel, hut It was re » with
ditienlty und dangor, It wus ane of
conatitutional constpruetion, and one ui
the grounds of opposition to the
stitution had been that state:
dragged Into court by pri

Even such o man as John
who, ns we shall ges later
groat expounder of federal doctrine had
oxelalmed in debate:  “I hope wl'r-n
tleman will think it posethle
to be susd!" But My, e
fully congclous of the storm he migh
arouse, - contended for the jurls Ihlwn
His argument was masterly, hut it wa

A onesslded controve '«) B0 fAr 48 hrgy
ment was concerned, becnuse the state
]\\uul d not employ counsel (o appear for
ner

The Judges all deltvered goparate
opinlons, Justice Blalr planted himsolf
on the express language of the constl
tutlon, The jurisdiction extends, he
sald, "to controversies ln-(\\- en i state
and eftizens of another state.” Wilson
with a rare gift for final analveis, de
clared that the question “may, '|n-r!;n;-:4
be uitimately resolved Into one no les 9
radical than thia: ‘Do the pe ple of the

con
uld be
e pu M.

Marshall

v beeame the

for 4 statn

wndolph "n- I

Unlted Btates form a nation? Cush-
Ing argued: “If a stato {8 entitled to
Justice In the federal court agnlnst o
cltivon of another state, why not such
eitizen agoainst the stnt where the
Eame  language equall compreliends
bath?" The upinfon of Chilef Justice Jay

was the mosat elaborate he over deliv
ered, It was no degradatlon of n state
to be bound by tho terms of the natlon
al oompacet, and the ease fell within the
apirit and the exaot of the eon-
gtitution, Iredell alone dissented, The
constitution In his view was not self

worda

enforeing. It required an act of Con
gresds to effectunte it, There wag no
such act, and historieally there never
had ln en a sult In assumpsit agalnst a
govereign, His opinion contaiped oll
Hh'rwn' i what gubsequently beonme
Known as state rights doctrine, and was
8 quarry where many men have hown

thelr arguments, W ilgon's opinlon can
talned o1l the germs of what has sl
been often urged in favor of national
power,
20 Lhin

erling

tase 18
bhoth

important and Inteps
historically and politically.
however, would not submit

Georgla,

Bhe parsed n law that anyone atts mpte-
Ing to enforee the judgment of the Su-
preme Courl against her should suffer
the penilty of death. Two davs after
the decislon was pronounced the ey«
bnroamendment to the constitntion
was propoged (o Congress, The court
rofused to hend to the popuin fury,
and entered Judgment by default, The
plalntiy, however, pradently awalted
the action of the dtates on the fprnend-
ment, and when that was adopted 1
fuged to nroceed furthor,

The importance of the i flon, hows
ever, remained, 1t wiug 4 clear oss

ton of national power, and lu fge (ool

ey has since remarked that the Unlon
would have basn of but little valos If
l‘l' Iudges of the hilghest court ) ‘.n it
digplayed the courage of thelr convic
Lony

"t

'||u'1l came the cage of lhll m vs the
United States, the carrin thxX case
which Involved the power ur Congres
to lay taxes; and the distinction

tween direct
drawn. It Is a case which has been
alluded to ag a leading one in every
argument since, and played an fmport
ant part in the recent income tax cages
It was argued most beilllantly by Alex

and indlrect taxes was

ander Hamllton, The decisgion was that
uniformity must be observed whenever
Imposts, exclses and duties were lald

and next, wherever the tax was direct
It must be capable of apportionment
according to the eensus, [t wag clear
that o tax on carriages could not be
apportioned according to the censug,and
hence It was held that it could not be
a direct tax,

Then followed a very interesting ade
miralty case, which deelded that the
United States courts had the exclusive
right to determine all ungettled quoess

tions as to prize money which had ovig-
inated [n captares on the high seas durs
Ing the yevolution by privateers and
vesgels fitted ont by the separate states
This was Important, because several
states, particularly Pennsyvivanla, had
taken the ground that the declsfong of
the old admiralty courts of the state
were to control,

A change in the chief justiceship nlso
took place, John Jay had become gov-

ernor of New York: John Rutiedge
gor, and Ollver Ellsworth of Conncoti-
out, A very great lawyer, was nominatod
by Washington and confirmed as chlef
had not been conflrmed as his sncces-
jugtice In 1706, His most conspleuous
sorvice to the country had been his au-
thorghip of the judiciary nct of 1750,
which established the Jurlsdiction of
the varlous courts of the United States
upon lines which have been etosely ad.
hered to ever since, He was o man
of massgive mind, but did not remain
long enough in place to assert his really

great powers,

Three other men appeared upon the
bench hefore the close of the first ten
yegrs of the court's history—8amuel
Chase of Maryland, Bushrod Washing-
ton of Virginia and Alfred Moore of
North Carolina. Chase wag n man of
great vigor, of Intemperate speech
and conduct, and was the only justice
of the gsupreme court who wag ever im-
peached. He war triumphantly ac-
quitted, Moore reslgned In five years
because of 111 health, .\h\lo Washington,
who wag the favorite vhew of Presi-
dent Washington, was r‘.w*l!:.- 1 to bes
{ jurors of the

come ong of the gre
wva\ and the llfelong ociate of
Marghall .

It ix I\\lnvdhl- how difMeult it was to

gupreme court upon o sia-
The court consisted of glx
appointed for life, and yet in
had been three changes
"l'wnu' and six o 08

organize the
ble basis,
members,
ten years ther
in the head of

in the ass cintos Death 1 h,
preference for state servies, | and
forelgn missions all interfered L mn

with ita compactness. Freguent
fudiciary are always un
nch of Ind

terially
changes In the
fortunate, They rob the be

pondence. {mpair It useluiness and
destroy the value of Ity work by in-
troducing new men, who fre thme
to h]\""‘ TV".'." {] ‘ms 1‘-\ B ‘-"A‘!A ll.‘ i sur-
rounding
it may be remarked, as n matter «‘\f
pleturesque incident, that the early
court wore parti-colored gowns The
chief justice had broad facings of sal
wolored siik upon the iy, front
and E=led while the ass 1 W
two narrow stripes of red and whits
bemit the ghoulders and the pleeves
With the beginning of the last century
these wers thought to savor too much of
Ol1d Warld 1 fong, and were supplant
od by the heavy black silk gowns which

are worn today.
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A Large Line of

Buit Cases,
Purses,

Oliver R. Meredith,
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TOY TRUNKS,
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P Well! Well! Well! Here we are agn You and 1 and (M ind Preed! 1 was thtinking a wh go of my z

" Northern Faetor Vet s intn o 1 1 Wi ! muny useful Xmas gifts, whom uld we get o

A o

t’o to dlatribute them to il { .:.

:i: What in the world would do | n't No uthey ire In the ety would begin to hold the good :1:

-iv we have manufoctured expross 0 Hiu -:.

:7: You know wi vays do romer 1 cirandn h! how they will apprecinte our ln omy arm :':

o;o Raekerg and parents ho love home | I | ) 1w retty thin in our great d \ W ,:,

:l: tful Parlor Suttes, Rugs, Pletures, va harming Dedioom Bull or Bra and Iron Beds: In fact, everythir to '::

)

‘:’ make home comfortable ';-

:l: We have not forgotten the little on or the hiabi il ente Httle Rock ers and High Chal Indecd, we has :l:

.=' guitable giftg for everyvone, umd (he ! ol 1 they ave u I ug well a8 ornamental Ihay are ni n exhibi ';'

- . ) -
This hand: \ prla Y k o Ble Btore. The Fis urndture & Carpet Co Y |
lh‘.\ han lir»IFl"'T\1lilllI!v( !)fll![v”’:“:" .;. tlon at the Blg 8to 'he Freed Furniture ¢ el Your Old Ffend W Benutiful Palms~Thege are nats
o VELRIDIO Ve “'“‘ SR i 4 O G :l: uril Palms £ 'ul[u] dn. They
cushions, In onk or mahogany ’:‘ BANTA CLAUB ) are treated by a Cret procass
No competition can 'l“l licate T ::: which pregerves them perings

der 812,00 o a3 i
H“hl\‘ ‘ ‘.’ -hriat s'u 50 'g' Sdtaits £ Leebe lalelan! LTI TR JO TR JUC JUR FU T ST JNC NN SR S S ) B ) & .:' I { they require no water,
mag Bale Price.. . t'““‘“'”“"“:”:“:‘_ “""“" “":”., :, loatefere s XKD fesloslen) ’A..--'nlt""lu‘n.n'u---.--.u.-t.niv‘n.'.‘.-.n‘-I.tcl XDADINTADDCEC I INE T DETED ydeed “,' i Our Chelstmas ()l)c
PG covanivanns susinnay

Thia beautiful This elegant up-
gaddle seat Rocker holstered seant
highly polighed, rocker »..‘l;'-! luul.. We have many atvles of
nighly polishec= ., IURKISH  ROCKRRE,
~ uphalgtered In the hest
3 8 l leather, filled with extra
’ ~ T | " gquality  halr,  luxurious
L I arm M ”
Mhis Cobbler Heat Rocker Lo TPl Cobbler Rocker :"';l |-l‘l'|‘l.lf‘: (Pl

Serane

QO . ovivn varg serasviviboes

$1.95

What lg prettier and more useful than

SeeOuereof Fancy Dressers $2. 75

$21.50

a Parlor Sulte? We are selling o
benutiful five-plece sulte like shown
above for the small sum of . .ovevienne

'y

., x : ";.:,L..‘ [ ,[.,,l_ ,\_" “
' ; r ' L R N, 4”“-'«* .
of Box Couches,

$15.50 ;00 i

We show n nlee line
one like this,
30Y 1004 vin

n complete lne of Davens
grades—Prices the lowests

This genulne Leatherette Couch, pale nt

steel constructlon, ex- 2'50

. traa mrung.nr

This elegant Coueh, patent conatruce
tion, a great value
for

.$6.75
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l:l!u“' Tollet "
ar low a8

"$12.50

Child Rocker
We show $L15 .
a nles sZI.Z,') “"rm’llllf\’lllll’l'ﬂ)l)](
line of '1): ] and Writing 512.75
y g i\ Willow

! 'n~ e Chalrg-—~

We have something new for the children, it only costs $2.00.
Come In and ask to see it.

Hat Rack, lke

”“5()'75

Corner Parlor

Chalrs

$3.65

line of Parlor

918,50

a beautiful
gome as Jow

We ghow
Cablinets,
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$2.85  Clop e

%EE OUR SHOW WINI)OWS

and in one of the

Willow High (e

Chalrs ' Pesks, in
3 ful Ladles' Desks, n§6 7

$2.35 Dot

100,

m.tsﬂs"\ —'* . . " T— . e

a4 Furnitur

They are trimmed in Gold Decoral % inoand
- ) i e

are showing the beautiful Electri [ed, with
gled in the brass,

YOUR CREDIT IS GOOD.=

FREED FURNITURE & ART

1S to 830 FEast Third South Stree

nt lghts

Big Noll Willow
ROCKEr. . i viainnnsin




